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To THE 
PATRONS 


OF THE 
PUBLICATION. 


oF 


IT is with pleasure I now present the first 
volume of a publication often contemplated, and 
often solicited by my friends to publish. I shall 
not pretend to say any thing respecting the utility 
or entertainment of the following pages, but only 
observe, that this selection is made from a work 
publishing in London, by a society of thirty Mi- 
nisters of the Gospel, of different denominations ; 
and that the profits arising from the publication 
of the work, are for the support of poor widows 
of Gospel Ministers. Ten thousand copies are 
monthly disposed of through the British empire, 
and other parts of theworld. About 2600 pounds 
sterling have been distributed. The publication 
is conducted in a catholic spirit, and calculated to 
be entertaining and instructive to pious characters 
of various professions in the Christiaw church. 


- May the feeble effort of the compiler prove ac- 
ceptable to his patrons, and the publication serve 
to enlighten the ignorant, animate the pious, and 
convince the obstinate that there is a GOD—~- 
MERCIFUL—yet JUST. 


» EDITOR. 
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The Editor of the American selection knows of no- 
thing more suitable for a dedication to these vo- 


lumes than a copy from the original, taken from 


the 1st number printed in the year 1793, with a 


few alterations. 


-—— > 6 


THE DEDICATION. 


—— 


HOU triune Gop! from whofe rich ftores of grace 
All good proceeds, I now approach thy tone, 

To ne myfelf, and this my weak attempt, 
Beneath the fmile of PATRONAGE SupPREME, 
My eye keep fingle, and my aim dire¢t ; 
That all my efforts, in concurrence fweet, 
May fpread thy praife, and edify thy flock 
In things divine. O let this felect Work 
Stand up a faithful witnefs for thy truth ; 
Againft the floods of error may it ftand 
A brazen bulwark, durable and firm. 

FaTHER OMNIPOTENT! thy love doth found 
Along each line. Far as thy word reveals 
Thy plans and counfels, I with joy have mark’d 
The brilliant footfeps of eternal grace 
Tow’rds guilty man. Jxrsus! thy charming name, 
Bright as the noon-day fun, hath gilt each page. 
The glories of thy bleeding love is now 
My darling theme. Thy influence benign, 
Thou facred Comrorter! fhed on my heart. 
Teach me to print the thunders of thy word 
With facred care ; and point, with fteady hand, 
The dread artillery of the flaming mount 
Againft the confcience of thy rebel foes. 
When finners, wounded by thy terrers, fall; 
And, rack’d with guilty ‘pains, begin to lift 
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THE DEDICATION. 


Towards thy mercy-feat 4 tearful eye, 

Or breathe a wifh for peace ; O for that balm, 
So fam’d in facred ftory for its power 

To heal! O for the gracious words of pardon ! 
I'ree pardon promis’d through atoning blood, 
To draw the fting of guilt, and pour that health 
O’er all the foul, that health divine which none 
But pardon’d finners ere can know or feel! 

Th’ exhauftlefs wells of thy falvation, fed 

By fprings perennial, teach me to difclofe, 
That, hither led, thy lambs with joy may drink 
Of living waters ; and, with gentle hand, 

Their fteps to guide, where richeft paftures rife, 
With endlefs verdure crown’d, there to partake 
Of angels’ food, and grow prepared for heaven, 
Where partial knowledge meets the blaze of day, 
And means, fo bleft an earth, fhall all be done away. 
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BEAUTIES 
OF THE 
Evangelical Magazine. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


The Rev. ANDREW KINS MAN, late Minister of the Gos-— 
pel at Plymouth-Dock, in the County of Devon. 


AS an exhibition of well-executed portraits is greatly 
enriched, not only by marking the moft. prominent 
features in each picture, but by difpofing of the whole in 
fuch a direétion, as to formthe moft ftriking contratt ; fo it is 


with a feries of biographical defcription. The general trait 


of allgood men mutt needs bear fome fimilarity to each other, 
like the grand outlines of the human body, while their ta- 
lents may be as evidently different as their refpe@tive fea- 
tures. ‘Though there be fome particulars in the character of 
the late Mr. Berridge, given ina former nutber of this 
work, and of Mr. Kinsman in the prefent, very diftinguifh- 
able from each other, yet we fhall perceive that both poffef- 
fed a great portion of excellence, and were active in the ex- 
ercife of thofe peculiar gifts, with which the great Head of 
the Church had entrufted them. 
Mr. Andrew Kinfman, the fon of John and Mary Kinf- 
man, of Taviftock in the county of Devon, was born Noy, 
7, 1724, His childhood and youth were marked by a dit 
pofition and manners, mild and engaging, together witha 
behavior to his parents peculiarly dutiful. He was, how- 
ever, unacquainted with the religion of the Gofpel, until he 
had attained his feventeenth year, when providentially 
meeting with a volume of. Mr. Whitefield’s Sermons, one 
of thefe, on the new-birth, was greatly bleffed as a mean of 
informing his judgment, and varie his: confcience. Ha- 
Vou. I. 








~ (75 

ving but few fpiritual perfons to converfe with, he continued 
for fome time in a flate of fufpence, relative to his interett 
in divine things, and was uncertain, whether he was a¢tual- 
ly renewed in the fpirit of his mind. But God, who hear- 
eth the forrowful fighing of the prifoner, at length gave him 
the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praife for the 
{pirit of heavinefs. While he was one day perufing the 
thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, his attention 
was particularly arrefted by the following paflage: “ The 
godly confideration of predeflination, and our eleétion in 
Chrift, is full of fweet, pleafant, and unfpeakable comfort to 
godly perfons, and fuch as feel in themfelves the working of 
the Spirit of Chrift, mortifying the works of the flefh, and 
their earthly members, and drawing up their minds to high 
and heavenly things.” Art. 17. 

Having difpafhonately examined this fentence, and com- 
paring the ardent afpirations ot his foul with that lively de- 
{cription of God’s chofen people, he could not but perceive a 
ftriking analogy between them, and from this inftant a dawn 
of hope arofe in his bofom. It was fuggefted to his thoughts, 
Surely you muft be a child of God ; for you pant after him 
as your all-fufficient good ; neither have you any in heaven 
but him, nor on earth that you defire in comparifon of him. 
Thefe reflections were fucceeded by an inward tranquility, 
and pleafure, more eafily felt than expreffed ; for he now re- 
joiced with joy unf{peakable and full of glory. 

His gloomy and tormenting fears being happily diffipated, 
and his heart exultizg in the grace of God his Saviour, he 
was foon impreffed with an ardent concern, to intereft the 
attention oi his reiations to thefe important objects. Their 
great indifference, even to the form of godlinefs, gave fre- 
quent occafion to many ftrong cries and tears to God in fe- 
cret, that Chrift might be formed in their hearts, the hope 
of glory. But being unable to fupprefs his feelings any lon- 
ger, he one evening exclai.aed with an affectionate emotion, 
as they were retiring to their chambers, ** What, fhall we 
go to bed without prayer? How do we know but fome of us 
may wake in hell before morning?” By this unexpected 
addrefs, the family were feized with a folemn awe, and 
while they looked on each other with confcious fhame, for 
the negleét of fo obvious a duty, he fell upon his knees, and 
prayed with that readinefs and fervor, which greatly excited 


their aftonifhment. 
Nor was his anxiety confined to their fpiritual welfare, 


for his heart’s defire was, that his neighbors might alfo par- 


ticipate of the unfearchable riches of Chrift. He therefore 
fhortly began to read Mr. Wiitefield’s Sermons, to as ma- 
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ny as would attend ; and fuppofed with Me/anécthon, that what 
had proved fo fingular a blefling to /is foul, would not fail to 
produce fimilar eifeéts o# them, as foon as they were heard. 
Continuing to read the warks of eminent divines for fome 
time, the {mall company who attended thefe exercifes, per- 
ceiving him to be a youth of promifing abilities, encouraged 
him to cultivate. them, by the ftudy and delivery of hzs own 
difcourfes. After repeated folicitations he was prevailed 
upon, and his firft effay of this nature was from Ezekiel, 
xxxvii. 3. “* Son of man, can thefe bones live? and I anfwer- 
ed, O Lord God, thou knoweft.” He ufed to fpeak of this 
as afeafon peculiarly folemn and affecting. The Lord en- 
couraged thefe his early efforts, by giving him many feals to 
his miniftry, among whom were his father; mother, and 
three fifters. 

About this period Mr. Whitefield, in one of his voyages 
to America, was obliged by an unexpected occurrence to 
repair to Plymouth (where he had never been before,) to 
fecure himfelf a paffage in a fhip about to fail from that port. 
Here, according to his ufual cuftom, he embraced the firft 
opportunity of preaching to the inhabitants. He had not 
delivered many difcourfes before a gracious Providence 

referved him from being affaffinated, and at the fame time 
over-ruied the horrid attempt of his enemies, to the further- 
ance of the Gofpel: For the odd adventure, as he calls it, 
brought thoufands more to fee and hear the man, who had 
been marked out as a victim to the rage of perfecutors ; and 
God gave fuch teftimony to the word of his grace, that re- 
markable fuccefs attended his miniftry. Intelligence of 
thefe circumftances being circulated around the adjacent 
country, Mr. Kinfman fled with great eagernefs to hear him. 
Being introduced, after fermon, to his company, he pre- 
vailed on him to vifit Tavistock. But the oppofition he here 
met with was fo violent, as to excite fuch a deep-rooted an. 
tipathy in the mind of Mr. Kinfman to his native town, that 
he refolved to refide in it no longer. Having removed to 
Plymouth, he, at the age of about twenty-one, commenced 
an acquaintance with Mifs Ann Tiley, with whom he was 
united in marriage in the year 1745. She was a very fpi- 
ritual and zealous Chriftian, and, with many others, had 
been converted underMr. Whitefield’s miniftry, while he 
was detained there through the delays of the convoy. By 
her he had four children, Ann, Andrew, John and George, 
the two former of whom {till furvive, and are members of 
the religious community over which he prefided. | 

Near five years had elapfed, fince Mr. Whitefield preach- 
€d laft at Plymouth. In this interval. Mr. and Mrs, Kinf 
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man had devoted the piece of ground to the fervice of God, 
on which the Tabernacle now flands, and toward the ereéti- 
on of which they had generoufly contributed. This place 
was chiefly fupplied by Mr. Whitefield’s colleagues, Cen- 
nick, Adams, Middleton, &c. who were kindly entertained 
under Mr. Kinfman’s root free of any expence to them- 
{elves or the iniant caufe. Though his preaching at Tavi- 
ftock had been attended with very pleating effcéts, while re- 
fident there, on his removing to Plymouth, he was fo far 


from intruding his fervices upon that fociety, that the ut-. 


moft he could be prevailed upon to do for fome time, was to 
read a fermon to the people when a vacancy occurred : Nor 
was it till the year 1750, that he entered fully into a regular 
courfe of preaching. 

Early in the year 1749, Mr. Whitefield taking the tour of 
the Weit,. arrived at Plymouth, where he was received by his 
late converts as an angel oi God ; and by none more cordi- 
ally than Mr. Kinfman; at whofe houfe he refided during 
the preient, and every fubfequent vifit. From this time he 
became intimately acquainted and clofely connected with 
Mr. Whitefi¢id ; for whom he retained the molt filial affec« 
tion to his dying day, frequently travelled with, and con« 
fulted him as a tather upon all his religious concerns. 

As Piymouth-Dock, about two miles irom Plymouth, be- 
came increafingly populous, and as there was no place of 
woifhip in alithe town to accommodate the inhabitants, ex. 
cept the litle chapel in the King’s yard ; Mr. Kinfman con- 
fidered this circumftance as a fit occafion to diffufe among 
thc m the favor of the knowledge of Chrift. He began to 

reach out oj doors, and continued for fome time amidft the 
moft violent perfecutions ; was frequently obliged to fly for 
his ufe ; and expected, that betore the enfuing morning his 
dwelling houfe at Plymouth would be demolifned. , He has 
fometimcs been furrounded by eight or sine drums from 
the military to drown his voice. 

But amidft this formidable oppofition, his ftrength was 
equal tohisday. Now Providence would foften his adver- 
farics into pity, and thereby divert them from their evil pur- 
poles ; then would iortify him with courage to withftand the 
united efforts of an outrageous mob, Once in particular at 


Dock, a perfon of confiderable tortune hired a number of | 


men to interrupt his preaching. On arriving at the fpot, they 
were fo moved by his engaging addrefs, that they not only 
defified from their defign ; but direéted their vengeance 
againft their mif.hievous employer, who with difficulty ef- 


caped with his life ; and fo exemplified the words of David, 


“ His mifchici fhall return upon his own head, and his vie 
lent dealing fhall come down upon his own pate.” 
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At another time, when the congregation was affembled in 
Plymouth Tabernacle, it was difturbed by alieutenant of the 
navy, who came with a part of his crew, armed tor a defpe- 
rate affault. Having broken the windows, they entered the 
place ina body. Their firft attempt was to extinguilh-the 
lights, and then to fall upon the people. But a perfon, per- 
ceiving their defign, drew up the chandelier to the ceiling 
of the building. Baffled in this project, they fell upon the 
people, without regard either to age or fex, and beat them 
with their biudgeons in a mercilefs manner. 

The woffhip being interrupted, a general alarm and out- 
cry of murder enfued, At thisinftant Mr. Kinfman, by an 
extraordinary effort; throwing himfelf into the midft of the 
throng, feized the lieutenant, the ringleader of the rioters, 
and as he was drawing his fword upon him, he wrefted it 
from his hand. No exertion on the fide of the rioters could 
force Mr. Kinfman to quit his hold of the lieutenant, and 
by main ftrength, in the heat of the rencounter, he drew him 
out of the Tabernacle imto the yard,where the fame fcene 
of confufion was continued. Here the lieutenant made ma- 
ny violent ftruggles to difengage himfelf ; loft his laced hat ; 
and had his clothes confiderably torn in the attempt. But 
Mr. Kinfman preferved his hold, and dragging him into his 
dwelling-houfe, carried him off through the front door to 
the magiftrate. Both parties were now at a lofs, to difco- 
ver what was become of their champions. Mr. Kinfman’s 
friends were almoft diftra¢ted, fuppofing he had been car- 
ried off by the rioters, and torn piece-meal. But they were 
foon agreeably difappointed. The lieutenant conducted 
himfelf with great infolence before the magiftrate, who 
committed him to the watch-houfe, where he lay all night. 
Being brought before him again the next morning, he ac- 
knowledged his offences, engaged to repair all damages, and 
make fuch other conceflions as the injured party might re- 
quire. Mr, Kinfman, having obtained his object, and be- 
ing unwilling to injure the caufe of religion, in the efteem of 
the world, by a fpirit of inexorable refentment, acceded to 
his propofals, and he was accordingly difmiffed ; nor washe 
ever after called upon by Mr. Kinfman or his friends, to ful- 
fil his engagements. nits 

Having procured a private houfe in Dock, he preached 
the firft time to about fixteen perfons ; but the congregation 
rapidly increafed, and God gave teftimony to the word of his 
grace. Here his animated exertions. his profufe perfpira- 
tions, and his inattention to his bodily health, foon injured 
the fineft of conftitutions, and laid the foundation of that 
afthmatic diforder, which proved fo fevere a trial to him for 
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more than forty years. At length his amiable manners, and 
exemplary life, filenced the clamours of the populace ; and, 
though many hated the caufe, he became refpeéted and re- 
vered ; and the congregation not only increafed, but “ the 
Lord added to the church daily. fuch as fhould be faved.” 
Mr. Whitefield, returning from America, landed at Ply- 


- mouth, and intending to preach onthe Lord’s-day morning, 


multitudes came from all parts of the country to hear him, 
fo that the place could not containthem. Juft as it was time 
to begin the fervice, he became fo much indifpofed as to be 
unabie to preach ; fo that Mr. Kinfman was obliged to en- 
gage though unprepared. This circumftance diftrefled him 
fo much, that he weptexceedingly. He fpoke from the fol- 
lowing words : What hath God wrought ? This difcourfe 
was made fo eminently ufeful, that it never was forgotten by 
multitudes, and to this day many {peak of it as the beft op- 
portunity they ever enjoyed, QO the depths of divine wif- 
dom ! ‘ 

In the year 1752 a meeting-houfe was ereCted at Dock ;. 
which, by the bleffing of God upon his miniftry, was obliged 
to be enlarged fix or feven times, and now meafures fixty< 
four by fixty feet. 

He was now called out to itinerate frequently in many 


counties in the kingdom, and his peculiar abilities attracted 


general attention, which, together with the affability of his 
manners, the uncommon cheerfulnefs of his difpofition, and 
his great ufefulnefs, raifed him to a high degree of efteem 
wherever he went, Nor was he lefs refpeéted, nor his minif- 
try attended with lefs general good, at Briftol and London, 
cities to which he was invited by Mr. Whitefield ; who was 
ufed to call Briftol, Mr. Kinfman’s America, alluding to his 
own popularity and fuccefs in that quarter of the world. 
The frame of his mind, on entering upon this new fcene, 
may be learned from fome hints found among his papers. 
Nov. 21, 1754. “ Having received many prefling invitaiions, 
I once more attempt to go forth in the name of Chrift, to 
preach his Gofpel. The weaknefs, and continual diforders 
ot my body, have been urged as powerful difluafive by my 
anxious friends, againft the undertaking. But none of these 
ihings move me, for I find the God of grace, is the God of 
nature alfo. After committing my dear friends and family 
to the Lord in prayer, I left them, though not without in- 
ward throes on their behalf, and efpecially for my little ones, 
who became continually more and more engaging. Through 
the good hand of my God upon me, I find my journey more 
agreeable than I expeéted, and the Lord continues to affitt 
me in my labours, though at intervals I have fome fevere 
fits of the aflhma.” 
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Mr. Whitefield being about to fail for America, fent for 
him to London. On his arrival he was introduced, and di- 
ned with him at the Tabernacle-houfe, in company witha 
young clergyman. After dinner there was a moft tremen- 
dous ftorm of thunder and lightning. As they ftood at the 
window beholding the raging elements, Mr. Kinfman, fup- 
pofing the clergyman, from his being a vifitant to Mr. 
Whitefield, to be a ferious perfon, familiarly put his hand 
upon his fhoulder ; and, with great cheerfulnefs and energy, 
repeated the words of Dr. Watts, 


“ The God that rules on high, 
And thunders when he pieafe ; 

That rides upon the ftorm” fky, 
And manages the feas : 


And then with peculiar pathos and cunfidence added, 


“ This awful God is ours, 
Our Father and our Love.” 


The words fo appofitely introduced, fo folemnly and fo em- 
phatically delivered, made a deep impreffion on the mind of 
the young clergyman, and began a converfation, which, by 
the bleffing of God, ended in his faving converfion. 

Here his miniftry was greatly owned, and he thought 
himfelf highly honored, in preaching the firft fermon that 
ever was delivered from the pulpit of the prefent Taberna- 
cle. His harmonious voice, his {prightly and pathetic man- 
ner of addrefs, brought no {mall number of all ranks to hear 
him ; among whom was Mr. Shuter the celebrated comedi- 
an, who having been excited by curiofity to hear Mr. 
Whitefield, was fo affeéted with his preaching, that at one 
time there were hopes of his being under ferious impreili- 
ons. Having alfo heard Mr. Kinfiman, he'was fo delighted 
with him, that he frequently vifited him. But the lamenta- 
ble immorality that pervades the ftage, the fcoffs of ridicule 
from men of confiderable influence, and the contemptuous 
infinuations of the profane (that moft dangerous and de- 
ftructive method of attack, to which Mr. Shuter was, by 
his profeffion, particularly expefed, foon operated as afoil to 
thofe rifing hopes that were entertained concerning him, and. 
as blafts, {wept away thofe promifing and blooming flowers. 

Some years after, having forgot where he lived, acciden- 
dently meeting Mr. Kinfman .at Plymouth, he embraced 
him with rapture, and inquired ‘‘ if that was the place of his 
refidence.” He replied, “‘ Yes, but I am juft returned from 
Loncsa, where I have preached fo often, and to fuch large 
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Sill advifed my immediate return to the country for change 
of air."—“ And J,” faid Mr. Shuter, “have been ating 
Sir Fohn Falstafffo often, that I thought I fhould have died, 
and the phyficians advifed me to come into the country for 
the benefit of the air. Had you died, it would have been 
ferving the beft of Matters ; but had J, it would have been 
in the fervice of the Devil. Oh, Sir, do you think I fhall 
ever be called again? I certainly was when I was ftudying 
my partinthe Park; and if Mr. Whitefield had let me 
come to the Lord’s table with him, I never fhould have 
gone back again. But the careffes of the Great are exceed- 
ingiy enfnaring. My Lord E fent for me to-day, and 
I was glad I could not go. Poor things! They are un- 
happy, and they want Shuter to make them laugh. But, O 
Sir,—fuch alife.as yours :—As foon as I leave you, i fhall 
be King Richard. This is what they calla good play; as 
good as fome fermons. [ acknowledge there are fome {ftri- 
king and moral things in it. But aiter it, I fhall come in 
again with my Farce of A Dish of all Sorts, and knock all 
that on the head. Fine reformers are we!” The inhabi- 
tants afterwards taking notice that he vifited Mr. Kinfman, 
were aftonifhed ; and one gentleman in particular afked him 
if he were a Methodift. ‘* Mine is a fine method, is it not? 
No, I wifh Iwas. If any are right, they are.” 

Mr. Kinfman has now and then araufed his friends, by 
faying, *‘ that his popularity in the metropolis originated 
entirely in miftake.” On his arriving in town, Mr. White- 
field publifhed Mr. Kinfman, a promiiing young man, to 
preach ; and the people running away with the idea that he . 
faid, ‘‘ my Kinfman is to preach,” flocked together to hear 
Mr. Whitefield’s relation. 

When he was once preaching in London onthe Lord’s-day, 
a heavy and unexpected fhower of rain coming on, feveral 
fabbath-breakers pafling by at that inftant, fled into the Ta- 
bernacle for fhelter. Among thefe was a young man who 
was perfonally acquainted with Mr. Kinfman, at Plymouth. 
Seeing him in the pulpit, he immediately refolved to wait 
the conclufion of the fervice, and inquire after the welfare 
of his relations. This he accordingly did; to whom Mr. 
Kinfman replied with his ufual affability, “ Your good aunt 
and religious mother are both lately gone to heaven ; but 
which way are you going ? what will your pious mother fay, 
if fhe fhould mifs her Wiliiam there?” Though the fermon 





‘had not the leaft effect, this fentence ftruck him to the heart, 


and God made it the means of his converfion, He after- 
wards became a very valuable member of the chusch at 


auditories, and have been fo indifpofed, that Doftor Fothers _ 
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Dock, and died an Ifraelite indeed. Some years after, his 
youngeft fon, a wild young man, marrying, and having a 


- child, applied to Mr. Kinfman to baptize it. He having 


fome knowledge of his charaéter, told him he would bap- 
tize his child tor its grandfather’s fake ; and then began to 
relate the ftriking circumftance of his father’s converfion. 
This fo affe@ted the young man, thet from that time he be- 
came ferious, and is now a member of the fame church at 
Dock. 

As the mariner, when he puts to fea, does not expect to 
reach the defired haven unaflailed by the inaufpicious gale ; 
neither fhould Chriftians expeé& to bafk in the fun-beams of 
profperity without the intervention of a lowering cloud. 
About this time, while on a vifit at London, Mr. Kinfman 
was exercifed by a providence exceedingly afflictive. His 
dear child, about three years of age, was drowned by falling 
into a well! The following extrac&t froma letter to Mrs. 
Kinfman, which he penned upon this very mournful occa- 
fion, while it gives us fome idea of his pathetic manner of 
addrefs, and the ftrength of parental affection, will be parti- 
cularly acceptable to his intimate acquaintance : 


‘© My pear Love, London, Fuly 26, 1757. 


«¢ SINCE my coming to this place, I have had repeated. 
returns of my diforder, but the good Lord hath carried me 
comfortably through the work I have been engaged in. Laft 
night [ was appointed to read letters, when five thoufand 
were gathered to hear. If Iam in my element in any one 
part of my work, it is in that. The Lord was pleafed to 
give me ftrength of body to ftand near three hours, and that 
liberty of {fpeech which filled my own foul with wonder. O 
Grace, Grace ! But this was, I foon found, as a preparative 
for the fevereft trial I ever felt. I'find a conftituted afthma 
is notenough for fuch a ftupid heart as mine. Juft now, 
my friends began diftantly to open to me the melancholv 
news ; and the manner in which the Eternal has been pleafed 
to take away my once moft lovely babe, was in fome mea- 
fure anticipated. And here, did I think over the fcene which 
thy dear eves muft behold, and the throbs which this awful 
providence mutt occafion in your diftreffed breaft. I muft 
drop my pen, and give vent to thofe tender paffions which 
none but parents know, and which I never before fo fully felt. 
Thefe words came on my mind, Aaron held his peace. The 
laft fermon I preached was from Romans, viii. 32. He that 
spared not his own Son, &c. O the heights, the depths of the 
love of God ! How can we murmer, or how dare we repine? 
VoL, I, D 
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To the honor of his grace, I muft tell you, that I never felt 
forrow like to this, and yet have not found one rebellious 
thought. My concern is increafed, that I am not with you 
to bear a part, and affift you in the midft of that anguifh, 


which [fear your fpirit has felt. But the Lord orders all . 


things well. In pity to my poor weak nerves, God hath cal- 
led me to a diftance, and I doubt not he hath been and will 
be better to you than feven hufbands. I can only drop a 
tear. I think on my poor children, Nancy and Andrew. 
O that their dear little hearts may be duly imprefled ! I long 
I long to hear from you. But I don’t know how to aik you 
to write particulars : *Twill be like opening that wound 
afrefh, which I pray God to heal f{peedily in your deary 
dear heart, &e. &c.” 

At Plymouth and Dock his preaching was ftill attended 

with remarkable fuccefs, particularly among young perfons ; 
nor was any period of his miniftry accompanied with a greater 
out-pouring of the Spirit, than while he was going through 
the Epiftle to the Ephefians. At length the repeated folici- 
tations of the people induced him to limit the {phere of his 
operations, and except his vifits to London and Briftol, his 
labours were chiefly confined to the above places. 

In the year 1763, the fociety at Dock becoming very nu- 
merous, wifhed to be formed into a regular church. ‘They 
therefore gave Mr. Kinfman an unanimous call to take the 
overfight of them ; and he, having accepted it, was fet apart 


to the paftoral office at Broadmead in Briftol, Augutt 4th, 


by the Rev. Benjamin Fawcett, of Kidderminfter—the Rev. 
George Powell, of Weathersfield—the Rev. Jeremiah Field, 
of Wellington, Somerfet—the Rev. Hugh Evans, and the 
Rev. John Thomas, of Briftol. Inthe year 1771, having 
refigned bufinefs to his fon, he went to refide wholly at Dock; 
until which period (if our memory be correét) he never re- 
ceived any pecuniary confideration for his fervices ; nor did 
he in the whole courfe of his miniftry at Plymouth, never 
having required any. 

Mrs. Kinfman was continued a valuable bleflfing to her 
hufband and the church, till July 1774. Itis but juftice to 
her memory to fay, that fhe was a great ornament to her 
Chriftian profeffion, and a mother in Ifrael. The Lord was 
very gracious to her during her long illnefs, and indulged 
her with a very cheerful and happy frame in her laft mo- 
ments. Mr. Kinfman continued a widower till October 
1776, when he married Mrs. Joanna Webber of London, 
now his mournful reliét. 
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After his fettlement in the paftoral office, Providence 
raifed up feveral of the members of the church to affift iu 
preaching (particularly the Rev. Robert Heath now of Rod- 
borough). But thefe being frequently called to labour in the 
adjacent towns and villages, and the ftate of Mr. Kinfman’s 
health, for many years, not admitting of his preaching 
three times on the Lord’s-day, both places were obliged to 
be provided with regular afliftants ; the moft diflinguifhed 
of whom were, at Plymouth, the Rev. Meflrs. Dunn and 
Padden ; at Dock, the Rev. Mefirs. Jones and Lake ; each 
of whom continued for fome time in the exercife of* his ta- 
lents, with fuccefs, until invited to the paftoral office at other 
places. After the removal of Mr. Lake from Dock, there 
came a perfon from Walfall, who, in the fhort term of afew 
months, drew off many very ferious members, the fpiritual 
children of Mr. Kinfman ; a circumftance which proved like 
a poignard in his breaft, during the fucceeding years of his 
life. 

After this event a fucceffion of minifters from the metro- 
polis, and other parts of the kingdom, regularly fupplied the 
congregation, much upon the fame plan with the London 
and Briftol Tabernacles. In January 1792, dropfical fym- 
toms began firft to make their appearance in his legs, and 
left little hopes to his friends of a long continuance among 
them. For the laft twelve months he could do little more 
than preach two or three fermons, and it was with great dif- 
ficulty he continued to adminifter the Lord’s Supper. 

As he approached to the clofe of life, he would frequent- 
ly look out of his chamber window, and on feeing multi- 
tudes flocking to the meeting, would fay, “ Thither I once 
led up the tribes of the Lord to worfhip.” At other times, 
when he has heard perfons paffing his houfe with oaths and 
imprecations in their mouths—“ How wonderful are thy 
ways, O Lord! J only want breath to praife and preach to 
others, and cannot, but these have lungs to fwear, and breath 
to blafpheme thy holy name.”” He would often repeat a 
converfation he once held with the late celebrated Mr. Her- 
vey, relative to the divinity of Jefus Chrift. “I now feel 
this doétrine,” faid he to his family, “ to be a folid ground 
of hope in my declining days. I am going rapidly, but I 
mutt not talk of death to you, as you cannot bear it.” 

A few weeks previous to his death, a pretended phyfician 
being introduced by a friend, without the knowledge of Mr. 
Kinfman, and perceiving that. his end was approaching, af- 
ter fome converfation, expreffed his aftonifhment at his. un- 
common cheerfulnefs, ‘ I have great reafon to be fo,” faid 
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he “ for I 2m one day nearer Heaven.” After fore faceti- 
ous fallies upon quack practitioners, he entered into ferious 
difcourfe with him, and the doctor left him with a degree of 
furprife.—When anticipating his approaching diffolution, he 
would frequently adopt the confidential language of the pi- 
ous Watts, 


‘* My God, my portion, and my love, 
My everlafting all ; 

I’ve, none but Thee in Heav’n above, 
Or on this earthly ball—” 


and that other well-lLnown verfe in the feventeenth Pfalm: 


“ O glorious hour! O biefs’d abode ! 
I fhail be near and like my Get! 

And Flefhand Sin no more cotitr ‘oul 
The facred pleafures of the foul,” , 


He was alfo exceedingly: fond of, and would frequently 
repeat, with a great degree of emphafis, the dying expreflie 
ons of Mr. Charles Wesley. 


** fn age ana feeblenefs extreme, 
Who fhall an helplefs worm redeem ? 
Jefus, my only hope thou art, 
Strength of my failing flefh and heart, 
O could I catch one fmile from thee, 
And drop into eternity {” 


Not many days before his death, he faid, “‘ Call inthe fa. 
mily to prayer.” Andon being told that he was too weak, 
he replied, ‘‘ I cannot go up fairs without it. After calling 
upon God fo many years, I know not how to leave it now. 
I can offer up but a few broken petitions ; but God looks at 
the heart, and if prayer is, what I always took it to be, the 
afpiration of the foul to God, I am praying all night long.” 
A few days before he died he faid, “* I begin to think I have 
the dropfy ; but, thank God, it is not formidable to me.” 
After having had avery bad nighi he faid, ‘‘ I have no caufe 
to complain, many are in a much worfe condition than I am, 
and when I confider how many mercies I am furrounded 
with, I have every reafon to be thankful ; but,” faid he, 
“* Death has feized,my vitals, it has attacked the feat of life, 
and it cannot belong. Iam going rapidly.” On the Sa- 
turday night before his diffolution he appeared to be in a ve- 
ry thankful frame, and gave yent te the feelings of his mind 
in the following words ; 
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‘© What have I done, or how behav’d, 
That I am thus belov’d and fav’d ?” 


On the Lord’s day he faid, “‘ When will my eternal fab. 
bath begin??? On Monday in the evening he called the fa- 
mily to prayer, but was fo exceedingly weak and low, that 
they could fcarcely hear him. Being afkedon Tuefday how 
he did, he anfwered, ‘‘ Iam the Lord’s waiting fervant ;” 
and to his fon, who was affifting him to walk acrofs the 
room, he faid, 


Behold the path that mortals tread, 
Down to the regionsof the dead. 


« But I have done the work of my generation, and muft 
fhortly fall afleep. I am waiting for my difmiffon.” On 
being told of fome confufion in the world, “ Ah, well,” faid 
he, 


‘s Soon they may fight, and rage, and rave, 
I fhall perceive the noife no more.” 


Having with great difficulty reached his chamber, he faid, 
s* Hitherto the Lord hath helped me,” and added, 


“ O for a ftrong and lafting faith, 
Tocredit what th’ Almighty faith.” And 


A guilty, weak, and helplefs worm, 
On thy kind arms I fall.” 


On the day of his death, he faid to his fon, who was juft 
come to fee him, ‘ I flept a little the laft night, and dream- 
ed I was dying in flate, having your mother and all of you 
around my bed-fide, and good old Jacob could defire no 
more.” Qn another part of the day, he faid, “ I am very 
ill,” and added, * Lord, cut hort thy work. I hope I hall 
not get impatient.” At one time he faid, “ I cannot preach 
now, I have preached to thoufands before now, and I truft 
with fome degree of ufefulnefs, but with how many imper- 
fections, the great head of the Church only knows. . He 
can, and he will healthem. ‘That text affords me com- 
fort, They that turn many to righteousness shail shine as the 
stars for ever and ever. But after all, I am but an unprofi- 
table fervant ;” and again faid, 


“ A guilty, weak, and helplefs worm, . 
On thy kind arms I fall.” 
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In the afternoon, he faid to an aged friend, 


“ Well, we muft quickly pafs the night, 
To the fair realms of endlefs light.” 


A few hours before he died, he faid, “ O how ill I am.” 
but, my God, my life, my time, my all is in thy hands. On 
thee do I truft, in thee I can confide.”” About eight in the 
evening, a nephew coming into the chamber, he faid, ‘“* You 
are come to fee a dying uncle, and then added, 


“ Jefus, my only hope thou art.” 


_ About two hours before he died, Mrs. Kinfman afked 
him how he did. He replied, with a {weet ferenity, “ Still 
in the body.” . 


But on his dying countenance was feen » 
A fmile, the index of a foul feréne. 


Continuing fenfible, being almoft gone, and fcarcely able 
to articulate, he faid, in a broken manner, 


« Jefu, lover of my foul!” 


Then fmiled again, and without a figh, fell afleep in the 
arms of that compaffionate Jefus, whom he had ardently lo- 
ved, and faithfully preached, for more than fifty years. 

He died Feb, 28th, 1793, in the 69th year of his age. 

On the day of his interment, the corpfe being brought in- 
to the meeting-houfe and placed before the pulpit, the Rev. 
Mr. JZacall, refident at the Tabernacle, Plymouth, gave a 
folemn and affectionate exhortation to a moft crowded audi- 
ence. After which the funeral proceffion was conducted 
with great ferioufnefs and folemnity, and extended nearly 


from thé bridge to the parifh church-yard (a fpace of half a 
mpd where he was interred near the late Mrs. Kinfman, 

n the very fpot upon which fhe had receiveu her firft religi- 
ous impreffions under the preaching of Mr. Whitefield. 

On the following Sabbath the Rev. Mr. Macall delivered 

a funeral difcourfe at Plymouth, from John v. 35. “ He - 
was a burning and a fhining light.” On the enfuing Lord’s 
day the Rev. Matthew Wilks of London, being folicited to 
vifit the difconfolate church, preached the funeral fermon 
in the meeting-houfe at Dock, from Daniel, xii. 3. ‘* They 
that be wife fhall fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament, 
and they that turn many to righteoufnefs, as the ftarg for 


ever and ever.” 
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Though we fear that the pages allotted in this work to 
biographical defcription are exceeded, we hope our readers 
will excufe the trefpafs if we fubjoin a few of thofe charac- 
teriftic beauties of this man of God, which fo juftly elevated 
him in the public efteem, and will embalm his memory, 
when his remains are mouldered into fhapelefs duft. 

He was a man of an agreeable appearance and a peculiarly 
melodious voice, of which he poflefled the moft perfect 
command. He was favoured with an extreme fenfibility, 
which was indicated by the pra pathos of his public 
addrefs, and the tendernefs of affection, which pervaded his 
private life. His memory was fingularly retentive, and the 
inexhauftible ftore of anecdotes with which he was furnifhed, 
together with their pertinent and pleafing introduction and 
improvement, rendered him a companion equally entertains 
ing and inftruétive. His natural difpofition was excellent 
and amiable. His patience under his accumulated fuffer- 
ings was as inftructive as extraordinary ; and whilft fympa- 
thizing friends were affeéted and diftrefled at the view of 
the agonies produced by his complicated diforders, he was 
grateiul to his Almighty Father at the recollection of the 
numberlefs evils which he did not experience.* His zeal 
was equally ardent and difinterefted, his conduc was exem- 
plary, and the {trict undeviating rectitude of his morals, at- 
tracted and enfured a general efteem. Nor did his moft 
embittered perfecutors ever attempt to calumniate a charac- 
ter which they knew to be untainted. The evangelical pu- 
rity of the doctrines which he taught, the elegant fimplicity 
of his manner, and the affecting tendernefs with which he 
addreffed all ciaffes of hearers, accompanied by the divine 
exergy of the Holy Spirit, rendered him both a very popu- 
lar and ufeful minilter. No man poffeffed a happier talent 
in noticing and improving general and particular occurren- 
ces. In his prayers there was a perpetual variety; but his 
taleuts were principally difplayed at his attendance on the 
facramental ordinance of the Lord’s fupper, On thefe oc- 
cafions he generally outfhone himfelf. Notwithftanding his 
popularity was fo great, he would frequently weep when 
about to enter the pulpit, opprefled with a confcioufnefs of 
his own inability, and with fears left he fhould be deferted 
by his God. Whiilft it was the particular ftudy of his life 
not to lay any public burdens upon his people, he was ever 
forward to affiit in the removal of private diftreffes, and to 


* During the long season of his asthmatic affliction, we are wei 
assured that he took no less than an hundred weight of guick- 
filver, and for many successive years could not lie down in his beds 
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condole with and comfort the dejeéted and unfortundte. 
His bofom was indeed the habitation of the focial virtues. 
The peculiar care which he manifefted in the education of 
his children did equal honour to his judgment and his heart. 
He was a worthy man, a fleady friend, an affectionate huf- 
band, a tender parent, a kind matter, a fincere Chriftian, 
and an able and ufeful divine. 


His Monumental Inscription. 
=z 


THE REV. ANDREW KINSMAN, 
Died Feb. 28, 1793, aged 68. 
After fifty years 
Zealous and ufeful labours 
In various parts of the kingdom, 
JESUS CHRIST, 

Whole ambaffador he was, 

And whom he faithfully preached, 
Received him into his prefence for ever. 
THE CHURCH, 

Which God honoured him to be the Founder of in this places 
With that in the town of Plymouth, 
Bearing a {pecial part 
In the univerfal forrow for his lofs, 
Ereét this Marble, 

As a memorial of his worth, 

And of their affection. 


——a =: ae 


An-evident Display of abounding Grace in the Con- 


version and Consolation of Anu Anderson. 


‘ae fubje&t of this narration was long under the afflidt- 
ing hand of God, being vifited with a flow confump- 
tion, in Pkg laft ftages of which it pleafed him to work that 
change in her heart which was marvellous in the eyes of 
many. 

She was called to an acquaintance with divine things, in 
the furnace of affliction ; for until within a few weeks of her 
death, fhe had never “difcovered any ferious ‘concern of 
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faind about the welfare of her precious foul. It was but 
about eight weeks I vifited her; and though at her requett, 
yet I never met with one more ignorant of religious py ok 

The firft time I vifited her, I difcourfed with her freely 
about the ftate of her foul; but I found fhe did not under- 
ftand much of what was faid, as fhe obferved to me, when 
I afterwards called on her, that fhe had been wifhing I 
might not come to fee her again, for that fhe could not un- 
derftand me, nor anfwer me in any thing. This free re- 
mark, however, did not difcourage me ; for I then as freely 
told her, that whether I came to fee her of not, the falva- 
tion of her foul was a matter of importance, and that my 
ftaying away would in nothing render it lefs fo. 

I therefore {poke more earneftly and plainly to her con- 
cerning the great evil of negleéting and defpifing the Gofpel 
meffage of mercy and falvation. | a 

With this her mind feemed rather affected, and fhe coms 
plained much of her great ignorance and ftupidity: She be« 

an to manifeft a greater degreé of attention, and concern 
8 the falvation of her foul. . 

She expreffed her grief, that fhe could not better under- 
ftand things of a fpiritual and divine nature; She alfo faid, 
that fhe wifhed to experience thofe gracious difcoveries 
which are of fuch importance to a guilty creature: And 
withal fle told me, that fhe had not thofe views and feelings 
which I {poke of. me. 

This, I thought, was honeft; as fhe added, that fhe had 
no intention of faying what was not true, as that would only 
deceive me and herself. : ae 

Vifiting her one evening foon after this, I inquired into 
the ftate of her mind. She replied with great concern (with _ 
reference to her mind), ‘* No éetiter at all; but, I think, 
worse.” I obferved to her, that it was no evidence fhe was 
fo, becaufe fhe conceived herfelf to be fo; but, on the con« 
trary, I hoped it was a token for good; for we muft fet our- 
felves miferable and helplefs, before we fhall either receive 
or value the Lord Jefus. : 

I afked her, what the thought would beconte of her, if 
God fhould call her away in that ftate fhe thought herfelf to 
bein. She replied, ‘ If God fhould call me away as I am, 
I fhould surn in HELL FOREVER. You know,” (continued 
fhe,) “ Iam a guilty finner, and If I die unpardoned, what 
elfe can I expeét? It cannot be otherwife.” 

This caufed her to weep, and fhe feemed under greater 
concern than before. I then endeavoured to fet before her 


all the encouragements the Gofpel affords to the guilty awa- 
Vou. I, E 
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kened finner. I infifted much on that important doétrine of 
divine revelation, God reconciled in Chrift; on which is 
founded that declaration, “* Whosoever cometh unto the Fa- 
ther, through Azm, he will in no wife caft out.” 

She very eagerly received what I faid, and wifhed to pof- 
fefs that faith, which unites to Chrift, and receives him for 
all thofe ends and purpofes for which he is offered in the 
Gofpel. I then prayed with and left her. 

In the courfe of a day or two, I again called to fve her. 
Thad not been long in the room, when I began to inquire 
into ine ftate of her mind; when, to my very great plea- 
fure, fhe told me, that fince my laft vifit, fhe had been 
more comfortable. On hearing this, I was anxious to know 
what was the ground of it, and what had produced fuch a 
change in the frame of her mind. 

On inquiring fhe told me, with her eyes fixed upon me, 
“¢ God is reconciled in Chrift, and whofoever cometh unto 
him, he will in no wife caft out. This gives me comfort, 
and nothing elfe can.” - 

This difcovery made to her, I judged to be an evidence 
of a work of grace upon her heart; and from this time fhe 
learned much of the truth, and made no little progrefs in an 
experimental acquaintance with divine things. ‘She began 
to underftand me better in moft things I cenverfed with her 
about. She would frequently exprefs her thankfulnefs to 
God, for what he had done for her, and admire the courfe 
of his providence towards her. 

No fooner had fhe thefe difcoveries made to her, than a 
vifible change took place in her temper and difpofition. For 
before fhe was peevish and fretful; but now resigned and 


patient, kind and loving to thofe about her. There was an 


evidence in her temper and conduét, that fhe poffeffed the 
graces of the Spirit, and lived under his teaching and fanc- 
tifying influences. 

At feafons fhe was afflicted with violent pain and ficknefs, 
in which fhe would fay, that fhe could bear whatever it 
pleafed her gracious God to lay upon her; for the comforts 
the poffefled in her foul, were greater than her aff/étions. 
She once felt great pain; ‘‘ but,” faid fhe, “ I cannot com- 
plain, God is fo gracious to me.” 

Thus fhe continued, growing more and more acquainted 
with herfelf, and with him, “ whom to know is life eternal.” 
She would fometimes fay, “* What reafon have I to blefs 
God? He found me, or I had never found him.” 

She once afked me, if I thought it poffible, that thofe 
whom God enables to believe on his Son, and truft his pro- 
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saife, would ever be loft or given up of God. I-told her 
I thought not. ‘* No;” faidfhe. “ How can it be, that 
God fhould make promifes, enable poor finners to believe 
them, and rely on his faithfulnefsfor the fulfilment of them, 
and not be as good as His word?. It cannot be.” 

From this reafoning, it was eafy to fee that fhe was con- 
fident, that he who had begur the good work, was alfo able 
to carry it on and complete it: And fhe was as willing that 
he fhould have the praife. 

At one opportunity, difcourfing with her refpeCting the 
foundation of her hope, “ My faith,” faid fhe, ‘‘ is fixed 
on Jefus Chrift; from him I derive all my hope and com- 
fort; but, don’t think, but that, at times, doubts and fears 
arife in my mind; but when, by faith, I look to Chritt, 
then they are gone.” 

_  €alling upon her, with a friend or two, I entered into 

free converfation refpecting the poffibility of a perfon’s ha« 
ving a false confidence; and the danger and awfulnefs of it. 
She appeared affeéted at it, but faid, “‘ God forbid that that 
fhould be my cafe.” 

And when {peaking of the importance of poffeffing a faith 
of the operation of God’s Spirit, and endeavouring to de- 
{cribe its nature and aétings, fhe replied, ‘* What you have 
now faid pleafes me; as, I hope, I enjoy that faith which 
lives upon Chrift in the promife.” - 7 

After other converfation, and a friend had prayed with 
her, I left her. 

She had now peculiar manifeftations of divine favour, and 
faid fhe generally found the comfortable prefence of God 
with her. She exprefled her happinefs to thofe about her, 
that fhe found more comfort than ever the expeéfed to have 
enjoyed. 

As fhe grew worfe, the fear of death was removed, and 
oH Sees the ftrongeft defires to depart and be with 

rift. 

During the laft eight or ten days of her life, fhe was con- 
{tantly longing and waiting for her change. 

Nothing feemed to revive her fo much, as the thought 
that her end was near; this would draw a {mile upon her 
deathly countenance, and caufe her to rejoice in hope of 
foon feeing the glory of God. She feemed to be chiefly 
employed in the delightful work of praife ; and though her 
fiefh was wafting, and her ftrength failing, yet God was 
the ftrength of her heart--he was her fong, becaufe he be- 
came her falvation. 
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Some time after, ‘myfelf, with two friends, ‘called on hex. 
When we firft entered the room, fhe appeared too low for 
converfation ; but after fitting fome time difcourfing on the 
glories of the heavenly world, her fpirits began to revive, 
and fhe difcovered an ardent defire to be put into poffeffion 
of the glorious inheritance, while fhe cried out, “ Come 
Lord Jefus, come quickly!” Near as fhe was to her end, 
fhe preffed us tofing, which Wwe did, and fhe attempted to 
join us in the following hymn: 


‘“* Give me the wings of faith to rife 
Within the vail, and fee 
Thofe faints above, how great their joys, 
How bright their glories be.’’ &c. Watts. 


With this the expreffed herfelf delighted, but faid, “ I 
long to join the general affembly above, in more exalted 


ftrains, I hope we fhall all meet there and never part.” , 


One of the friends then prayed with her, but he had not 
proceeded far, before fhe interrupted him, exclaiming, 
‘“* Praise the Lord, praise the Lord.” 

After prayer, fhe afked us to fit down again, and defired 
us to fing; which not attending to immediately, fhe faid, 
** I with I couldlead.” We then fung, 


‘¢ What hath the world to equal this? 
The folid peace, the heavenly blifs— 
The joy immortal, love divine— 

The love of Jefus ever mine. 

Greater joys I’m born to know, 
From terreftrial, to celeftial, 

When I up to Jefus go.” 


After this we had farther converfation ; in which fhe 
faid, “‘ The fling of death is taken away.” And with refpe& 
to the doubts with which her mind had been harraffed, fhe 
faid, “ God has taken them all away.” In this happy frame 
of mind we left her. 

A day or two after, I vifited her again, found her very ill, 
but ftill rejoicing in hope of foon being where the inhabitant 
fhallno more fay, * Jam sick.” She was, h@wever, too 
ill for converfation ; but fhe faid, “ her faith and hope were 
flrong, and fhe hoped her departure was nigh at hand.” - 

I vifited her again the next day; when, on telling her of 
the death of a worthy minifter, fhe fmiled and faid, “ I 
hope I-fhall foon fee him.” She added, ‘+ Jefus is the 
foundation of my hope and comfort, my truft and depen 
dance; and in the faith of him I enjoy great peace,” 
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The laft time I faw her, I found her compofed and hap- 
py. On telling her I thought fhe would foon be gone, fhe 
looked at me and faid, “I wifh I may.” Thefe were the 
Jaft words I heard her fpeak; as I then left her, and faw 
her no more. Ina few hours after fhe was removed from 
a {tate of affiGtion and forrow, to a ftate of comfort and 
joy, on the 8th of Auguft 1791, and in the 18th year-of 


her age. 
AMICUS. 
——e > aa 


Death of MRS. FOXALL. 


N FRIDAY, Feb. 21, 1794, died greatly lamented, 
Mrs. Foxall, wife of Mr. Foxali, furgeon at Waifall 
in Staffordfhire, aged thirty-four.—Sometimes unfavour- 
able circumftances, known to exift in the temper or conduct 
of otherwife valuable charaéters, have rendered it a painful 
tafk to publifh to the world even their fupports in a dying 
moment. But this, through divine mercy, was not the 
cafe of Mrs. Foxall: Her death was lovely, and her life 
alfo was truly ornamental. Her general deportment was 
fuch as gave no juft ground of offence to the Jew, nor to 
the Gentile, nor to the church of God. In her, the pru- 
dent manager of the family, the tender parent, and the af- 
fectionate wife, beautifully harmonized. It may with ftrié . 
propriety be faid, ‘‘ She adorned the doétrine of God her 
Saviour in all things.” Her good works were abundant ; 
et thefe fhe totally renounced in point of dependance, and 
gloried on/y in the righteoufnefs and crofs of Jefus. 

The deceafed had known the power of the Gofpel up- 
wards of ten years, near eight of which fhe was a refpecta- 
ble member of the Independent church at Waifall. To her 
religious engagements fhe was punctual and fteady, while 






her inoffenfiv@jam@d exemplary walk rendered her a filent in- 
ftructor, and @ great bleffing to all her connexions. Nothing 
but abfolute neceffity ever kept her from means of in- 


ftruction and graee; fhe continued to go until (the laft time 
of her attendance) fhe was under the neceflity of being con- 
yeyed home inachair. Truly, “ fhe loved the, habitation 
of God’s houfe, and the place where the divme honour 
dwelleth !” | : 

Mrs. Foxall’s diforder, of which fhe died, was a dropfy: 
For neax. feven years, fhe bore the complaint with uncom. 
non refifation and patience, although fhe was frequent’ 
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regnant during that period; and, at different tinses, loft 
146 quarts of water. Her laft child was born only a few 
days before fhe died, which in mercy God removed before 
the parent. In this part of the divine condu& Mrs. F. 
greatly rejoiced, believing (as fhe faid), ‘‘ the babe was 
fafely lodged in the arms of its heavenly Father.” 

When every mean ufed for Mrs. Foxall’s recovery ap- 
peared fruitlefs, a few days before her death, a near rela- 
tion entreated her to withdraw as much as poffible her at- 
tention from temporal concerns, which at this time, per- 
haps, occupied too great a place in her mind. She thank- 
fully received the faithful hint, and faid, ‘‘ Iam too much 
like Martha ;” and then, like one preparing for a needful 
journey, fhe began to fet her houfe in order. From that 
hour until her death her thoughts turned principally, not to 
fay wholly, upon .what related to the foul and eternity. 
Although weak and languid in body, fhe became a preacher 
of righteoufnefs to all about her. Hufband, children, re- 
latives, and fervant, were feverally addrefled; and cau- 
tions, directions, warnings, and confolations, fuitably ad- 
miniftered. It was aftonifhing how fhe was enabled to 
acapt her diftourfes to the ftate and circumftances of her 
friends, while all fhe uttered tended to reprefent the depra- 
vity of human nature, the condefcenfion of Jefus, and the 
fufficiency of God’s grace to fupport the believer under eve- 
ry trial! The peace, the falvation, the holinefs of her rela- 
tives and friends were now matters of great concern to her, 
and for thefe her foul went out to Jehovah. Gratitude to 
God, and to thofe of her houfehold who attended her, even 
to the fervant, was expreffed in the ftrongeft terms; and 
every favourable appearance in Providence fhe could re- 
member, was pointed out as matter of thankfulnefs to the 
Lord, and ground of fupport to her afflicted family. Thus 
grace was poured into her lips, and God himfelf was in all 
her thoughts. 

About three days before her departure, it was advifed to 
remove fome water from her by tapping, to which fhe thank- 
fully fubmitted. A near relative exprefling his fears fhe 
might not have ftrength for the operation, fhe faid to him, 

Remember, if I fink under it, it will be well with me. 
Should the Lord fee fit to raife me up again, I may be able 
to do fomething for my family ; but if it be the Lord?s will, 
I am rather willing todepart.” Perceiving herfelf faint, fhe 
turned her head toward a fifter (ftanding by her), and with 
a low voice faid, ‘‘I am going; and then, with aftonifhing 
anergy, uttered thofe emphatical words of the Olney Hymns; 
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« One gentle figh their fetter breaks; 
We fearce can fay, “ They ’re gone,” 
Before the willing fpirit takes 
Her manfion near the throne.” 


As death made fpeedy approach to her earthly tabernacle, 
her foul appeared to renew its ftrength. Her more compo- 
fed intervals were ftill employed in {peaking for God to her 
family. Mrs. Foxall ftrongly recommended the Bible, de- 
claring, ‘‘ that her efteem for that precious book had been 
fuch, that it grieved her to fee one of her children at any 
time place a candleftick, or lay any thing improper upon it ;” 
and added, ‘¢ The word of God has been, and ftill is more 
than my neceflary food.” A ftriking paflage, from Mr, 
Hervey’s Meditations, was about this time read to her upon 
the refurreCtion of the body; upon which fhe remarked, 
“‘ It is all very well, but one text of Scripture is far fuperior 
to me.” Upon being afked, whether any paflage lay upon 
her mind, which fhe might wifh to be improved upon her 
death; fhe preferred one that had been greatly bleffed to 
her foul in time paft, from Galatians, ii. part of the 21 
verfe, “ If righteoufnefs come by the law, then Chrift is 
dead in vain:”’ Upon which fhe faid, “ It may feem an odd 
text for a funeral difcourfe, but it has been a great text to 
me.”” Some time after Satan was permitted to tempt her 
that her former experience was a delufion, which fhe faid 
‘* funk her to the earth,” adding, “ lam a poor worm ia 
deed, but I fee fo very plainly the blood of Chrift cleanfeth 
irum fin, that I have not the fhadow of a doubt.” Upon 
being requefted for her body’s fake not to talk too much; 
the replied, “‘ What a mercy it is that I am enabled to {peak 
a word for God, who have faid fo little tor him when I was 
in health!” Her animal fpirits now finking, fhe faid, ** Re- 
member my foul is fafe: I make a great diftinGtion betweén 
the foul and body ; I am upon the rock; my truft and de- 
pendance is alone upon Chrift; if I perifh, it fhall be at his 
feet:” And continued, “ But furely this is not a delufion? 
(meaning her experience ;) no, it is a reality; if this be 
dying, it is {weet to die.” Her friends begging her again 
not to exhault herfelf, fhe faid, “‘I believe I have done 
with things of a temporal nature: Now, Lord, letteft thou 
thy fervant depart in peace; this moment! this very mo- 
ment! Oh my impatience! I fhall be kept a little longer !” 
(Through the whole of her laft ficknefs fhe expreffed her 
fears of returning, as fhe termed it, into the wilderne!s 
again.) After remaining filent for atime fhe faid, “ I havé 
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been talking with Jefus; I fhall be with him by and by.” 
She was foon after in extreme pain of body ; upon which 
fhe obferved, “ There is a needs-be for this.” 

A few hours before her departure, while in pain, fhe ut- 
tered thefe words, * Be ftill, and know that I am God;” 
and fome time after repeated, “ Lord, now letteft thou thy 
fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falva- 
tion.” Juft betore fhe expired, while confliéting with the 
agorties of death, looking to her affli€ted partner, fhe re- 
hearfed thefe words, “ They wrestled hard, my dear hul- 
. band ;” and then fell afleep in Jefus. - 

_ Should this account fall into the hand of an unbeliever; or 
a profane character; let him afk himfelf, whether he may 
expeét, without repentance towards God and faith in our 
Lord Jefus, to die like Mrs. Foxall; but let her fupports re- 
‘mind the trembling believer that the righteous have hope 
in their death. “ Bieffled are the dead who die in the Lord, 
faith the Spirit.” ee: 

The funeral fermon was preached, on Sunday, March 2d, 
to a numerous auditory at Walfall New Chapel. 

M. 
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Happy Death of a Child. 


O* Monday the 17th of March, 1794, died Mifs Mar- 
tha ‘Hall Whetftone, aged ten years and nine months. 
This fweet and amiable child difcovered a difpofition to res 
ceive religious inftruétion at a very early period. Ata 
fuitable age fhe was placed under the tuition of Mifs jones 
and Mifs Woodon Mile-end Gréen, whof: pious example 
and unwearied attention, together with the minifterial and 
catechetical inftruétions oi the Rev. Mr. Brewer, whom the 
loved as a parent, were inftrumental in increafing under 
God, her knowledge of divine things. | 

In a former illnels fhe was throughout very refigned, much 
attached to the things of God, and attentive to the Scrip- 
tures ; and in her laft illnefs (which terminated in her diff. 
lution) fle often expreffed a defire to be with her dear fifter 
in glory, who died but little more than twelve months be- 
fore, at the age of eighteen. She would not fuffer any book 
to be read to her but the Bible, which fhe faid fhe loved. 
Once when fhe heard her brother afk for a geographical de- 
{cription of the continent to be read, fhe anfwered, “ Ill 
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hot hear any ftory books, I’ll hear only the Bible.” She 
would indeed fometimes read fome of the late Mr. Mafon’s 
publications, and expreffed a great defire to be as gooda 
little girl as he gives an account of. She defired all her 
friends, efpecially her father and mother, to pray for her. 
Though her illnefs was long and painful, yet fhe never wifh- 
ed any to pray for her recovery, nor was ever heard to mure 
mur ; but boré her affliétion with the greatefl patience and 
fortitude: She defired all to pray that fhe might be happy, 
and love Jefus better. | ; a 

Once, when a fpafm had feized her ftomach, and fhe was 
in great pain, fhe begged fhe might be prayed for ; for the 
was a wicked finner. Her father told her the blood of Chrift 
cleanfed from all fin ; fhe anfwered, “ Yes, papa, and Jefus 
hath faid, Suffer little children to come unto me, for of fuch 
is the kingdom of heaven ; and that is a great comfort to 
me.” Ina little time fhe grew eafier, was put to bed, 
and requefted her papa toread toher. Heafked her where 
he fhould read ; fhe replied, ‘“‘ Where Chrift was crucified 
and fhed his blood for me. : 

Having got a little better, fhe came down ftairs. The 
next day, when the Rev. Mr. Brewer called to fee her, he 
told her he was a finner as well as fhe, that he hoped Chrift 
died for him and for her likewife, and {poke of the applica- 
tion of the blood of Chrift to the believing foul ; which af- 
forded her much comfort. When he was going to with- 
draw, fhe defired him to pray that fhe might be happy, and 
afier he was gone would often fav, ““ Mamma, Mr. Brewer 
fays he is a finner.” ; , 

When able, fhe conftantly had the Bible or Dr. Watt’s 
Pfalms and Hymns before her, and fometimes Lady Huns 
tingdon’s. One day feeing her mother weep, fhe faid, “* My 
dear mamma, don’t grieve for me; I fhould be glad to be 
with Polly (meaning her fifter): I have been afflicted a long 
time. You know the Lord gave me to you, and the Lord 
has a right totake me away whenever he pleafes.” 

About a week before fhe died, her mother, as fhe was 
dreffing her, afked her if fhe would have ona white frock ; 
fhe anfwered, “ I’ll not have any thing white on, mamma, © 
till I have a white robe.” The laft time fhe looked into the 
Bible, having read four chapters, fhe told her mother fhe 
could read no more, After this fhe continually got lower, 
and {poke but little. One day fhe afked for a hymn which 
had been a favourite one with her dear fifter. Her mother 
hrought it to her, and fhe read part of it. This was the lat — 
thing fhe ever read. : ig 4 
Vor. I. F 
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She could not fit up much afterwards, but was, when able, 
talking of Chrift and his merits onthe Lord’s-day before 
fhe died. When her father came from public worthip, the 
afked him, if Mr. Brewer had prayed tor her ; and being 
aniwered in the affirmative, the faid, ‘“* Beg Mr. Ford to 

ray for me likewife ; to pray that I may have an interefl in 
the blood of Chrift, and that I may love him.” Her father 
tld her he hoped fhe did love Chrift ; the brifkly anfwered, 
““T want to love himbetter, When her father returned from 
worfhip in the afternoon fhe was worfe, but in the evening 
was again fomewhat better. He afked her, ifhe fhould read 
to her, fhe anfwered, “ Yes;” and being afked where, fhe 
anfwered, ** Where Mr. Ford preached from,” which was 
the 25th Pfalm. She was very attentive, and faid that Pfalm 
was fuitable to her. She feemed then quite fatigued, and 
defired to be turned in the bed. 

About twelve o’clock, fhe earneftly requefted that her pa- 
rents would go to bed. To fatisty her mind, they reluclant- 
ly complied with her requeft. She converfed very com- 
fortably with the nurfe, faid fhe thould foon die, and that 
fhe wifhed to die. The nurfe anfwered, ‘“* Then, my dear, 
you will be in glory.” She faid, “* Yes, I am confident of 
that.” She defired the nurfe to pray for her, and to pray 
that her dear parents might be fupported, 

Soon after the requelled the nurfe to call her papa, for fhe 
had fomething to fay tohim. He came immediately, and 
afked her how fhe did: She anfwered, “ My infide is all 
gone. I fhall fcon die, and go to my fifter.” Her father 
jaid ‘“* She loved you, and you loved her.”—“ Yes,” faid 
fhe, ” and now I fhall fing with her fat ;” when the 
fhortnefs of her breath prevented her proceeding: he faid, 
«* Salvation to God and the Lamb ,” fhe replied, “* Yes.” 
Then fhe afked him to pray for her: He anfwered, that he 
did, and that ali her friends loved her and prayed for her, 
and he hoped Chrift loved her; to which fhe replied, in an 
ecitacy ‘* That’s.beft.” She faid, fhe thould be glad to fee 
Mr. Brewer again, to pray with her before fhe went. Be- 
ing told Mr. Brewer would fee her if it was a fine day, fhe 
fhook her head, thinking (as was fuppofed) fhe fhould not 
fee the return of day. Her father then afked her, if fhe had 
any thing patticular to fay tohim. She anfwered, ‘“ Only 
to tell you, I am not afraid to die.” Then faid he, “ You 
will be with Jefus, whom you love.” She replied, “ Yes, 
for he hath faid, Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not ; for of fuch is the kingdom of God.” 
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She then complained that her breath was very bad, and lay 
for fume time filent; after which fhe fuddenly cried out, 
‘© Jcfus look down with mercy on me, Chriit have——-— 5” 
but could fay no more. A litile while after, fhe held out 
her hand to her tather, and faid, “ Papa, 1 am dead, [ 
cannot fee any of you,” and breathed her foul into the bo- 
fom oi Jctus. 

With a view to the improvement of fo ftriking an inftance 
of the grace of God, which can out of the mouths, even of 
babes and fucklings, perte&t praife, a very ferious and af- 
fectionate difcourie was delivered the Lord’s-day morning 
following, by the Rev. Mr. Brewer, from the words which 
fhe nad repeated, * Suffer little children ‘o come unto me, 
and forbid them not; for of fuch is the kingdom of God.” 


————E Ee 


Triumphant Death of Mr. ames Saunders. 


Q)% SATURDAY, Feb. 22, 1794, died, of a declina, 
James Saunders, aged 27 years, after an illnefs of 
fix months; during the greater part of which time he ap- 
peared defirous to continue longer in this world. When 
very young he was fond of reading the Scriptures, and-has 
often atked his mother fuch queftions as have aftonifhed her. 
Monday, Feb. 17, was the laft time he was down ftairs ; 
Tucfday morning he was taken very bad—complained of 
his throat—could not fwallow any drink—appeared to bea 
little alarmed, and not thoroughly reconciled to the thoughts 
of death. The doétor, being with him in the morning, in- 
timated that he did not think he could furvive above three 
hours. His mother now became very defirous to hear from 
him of the hope that was in him. He then burft into a flood 
of tears, faid he was all fin: “ O mother,” faid he, “ my 
fins are laid open before me—fins innumerable. O I am 
vile, what fhall I fay to my God? but Jefus calls the weary 
and heavy-laden to come to him. Well, I am laden with 
fin and iniquities—ling againft my God: Dear Jefus! fave, 
or! perith. O my God, though I deférve nothing buta 


-fearful looking for of judgment, for I am the vileit of the 


vile, thou art love, and thine ear is not heavy that thou 
canii not hear, nor thine arm fhortened, that thou canift 
not lfave.—Mother,” he added, “I have often thought 
of thofe words, O houfe of [frael, why will you die? And 
of thofz, when my dear Saviour wept over Jerufalem, and 


faid, O, Jerufalem, how would I have gathered you toge- 
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ther even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not?” His mother cannot repeat the whole, 
but what he uttered was to this effect. He went on in the 
courfe of the day pleading his Saviour’s merits. ‘ Oh,” 
faid he, * if I fhould go, not having on the wedding gar- 
ment, how fhall I bear to hear thefe words, How camest 
thou in hither ? O my God, fend thy Holy Spirit to cleanfe 
my heart,—keep the tempter far from me.” About fix 
o’clock in the evening, he faid, “ Mother, I muft fhed tears 
of joy: My Saviour is on his Father’s throne, pleading for 
guilty me. O! he will have mercy on the vileft of the vile. 
O, how I love him, I long to be gone!” Thus he went on 
praying, and praifing redeeming love. He faid, “if lis 
throat was well, he would fing, but I fhall fing there” 
(holding up his hand); then he repeated part of a hymn: 


“ The fountain of Chrift affil me to fing, 

The blood of our Prieft, our crucify’d King, 
Which perfeétly cleanfes from fin and from filth, 
And richly difpenfes falvation and health, 

his fountain fo dear he will freely impart, 
Unlock’d by the fpear it gufh’d from his heart, 
With blood and with water; the firft to atone, 
To cleanfe us the latter, the fountain but one.’ 


- Proceeding thus with a loud voice, and his father and 
others of the iamily coming up ftairs, he faid to his father, 
“See your dying fon. Mourn not, for 1 am going to my 
Saviour. I pray God prepare you all to meet me there, in 
that place of everlafting blifs.” Thus he went on taking 
leave of every one fingly, blefling them, and praying for 
them. Then he faid, “ The birds have nefts, the toxes 
have holes, but our dear Redeemer had not where to lay 
‘ his head. How did he fuffer for us guilty creatures when 
he lett his Father’s bleft abade! How was he treated when 
he went to his own, and they would not receive him! He 
bore his crofs to Calvary’s Mount, and gne drop of his pre- 
Cious blood is worth a thoufand worlds. O could you but 
fee his wounded body! O, what agonizing pains he felt 
when he cried, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” In this manner he difcourfed a great part of the 
night. ‘ O Death,” faid he, at one time, ‘ where is thy 
fting? O Grave, where is thy vidtory?” On the Wednefday 
he feemed in great pain, but did not complain. The con- 
vulfions were very ftrong, but he ftill cantinued praying, 
and praifing redeeming love, and crying, “‘ Come Lord 
Jefus, come quickly.” He appeared in a hurry to be gone, 
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At anothertime he feemed to be angry with himfelf; and 
faid, “ Thy time, Lord, not mine. I want more faith, 
Lord, more patience. O! what is time to eternity, O! 
never ending .” He then fpoke of the creation—of 
the fall of man—and of redemption. He faid again, ‘¢ Mo- 
ther, I wonder how any one can live and not know God, did 
we but confider how fearfully and wonderfully we are made: 
Our bodies are put together as with fmall threads, and we 
fhould drop to Deies if there was not a God.” On the 
Thurfday, when he was offering up his prayers, the nurfe 
faid, ‘‘ fhe was fure he was a faint, for fhe never heard 
fuch prayers and fuch heavenly difcourfe betore.” He heard 
her, and feemedilfightened ; and faid, **O my God, put 
all thofe far from me that would fill my heart with pride. 
It was pride that thruft the angels out of heaven.” He 
{poke much more on this head, and faid, * All our righte- 
oufnefs is as filthy rags.” He flépt about a quarter of an 
hour on Thurfday afternoon, which was more than he had 
done all the time before. Whten he awoke, he faid, “ O 
mother, I fleep more thanI pray; O my God, I want to 
love thee more—-I want more faith. O my God, keep the 
tempter far from me. Mother, I feel myfelf very weak. 
Health is the time to ferve the Lord.” He fat up in his 
bed, for he could not lie down all the time. The convul- 
fions appeared much ftronger, and he feemed unable to 
{peak for more than an hour. He then fpoke again, “* Mo- 
ther, how are my thoughts wandering after things of this 
world! I want to think and fpeak of nothing but my God. 
The tempter is chained: If he were to follow me to hea- 
ven’s gate, he cannot enter it.” Another time he held up 
his right arm, and fmiled, faying, “ Am I one of thofe, 
Lord;:” Then holding up his /eft, he faid, I might very. 
juitly have been one of thofe; tis by grace we are faved. 
O mother, we cannot conceive the blifs! O, to dwell with 
my Saviour, and fee him face to face! What fweet words, 
Come, ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you; and, bleffed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, for fo faith the Spirit, for they fhall reft from their 
labours. God is a f{pirit, and muft be worfhipped in fpirit 
and in truth.” Friday morning, he exprefied himfelf, 
** Mother, let us pray.—A God hearing prayer. Heisa 
God nigh at hand, and hears all that call upon him—pray- 
ingin faith, nothing wavering, O, he fought me when I 
was afar off !—What love !”’ After he had prayed, he faid, 
** I am about to pay the debt of nature, and am going to the 
heaven of heavens,—to everlafting blifs:”—About this 
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time he often felt his pulfe, and when he found them low, he 
wouid {mile on his mother, and fay, “I thail foon go, it is 
finifhed.”? Saturday noon his brother went to his bedfide. 
He took hold of his hand, and faid “* Brother, don’t mourn 
for me, I am going to giory. Look on this cafe of bones,” 
pointing to himfeli, “and wonder that there is breath, I 
| would talk to you, but I cannot. I am very weak in body. 

i Come, Lord Jefus, com quickly.” About an hour before 
4 he died, he faid to the nurfe, andfmiled, @I fhall keep my 
Ky Sabbath there,’ ” (pointing upwards. ) He departed at halt 
after four in the aiternoon,, with afmile, and without a figh 








i or groan. 

| ; pe F 
! | Remarkable Inter position. E 
i | GENTLEMEN, ~ : 


Bre following cafe is fo very remarkable, that I have 
long wifhed it had been extenfively known: If fuited e 
to the defign ** your periodical publication, it is at yourfer. § 
vice ; efpecially as it may (by the divine blefling) prove edi- 
fying to many of your readers. 


| hese circumiftances were much circum{cribed, deftitute of 
education or experiénce im the world, was put out to fervice 
at tweive years of age. Her miftrefs was a perfon of fulpi- 
cious charaéter ; who, by frequent prefents of gaudy drefs, 
together with the bad example of the whole houfe, foon led 
her to expect admirers, and to indulge impure fentiments. 
From this fituation, however, fhe was removed before fhe 
had contracted actual guilt. Her next place was that of a 
lady’s maid ; which, at the perfuafion of a fellow-fervant, fhe 
foon left, with a defign of going to London, to make their 
fortune ; ‘put her companion proved faithlefs, and accepted 
her piace, which fhe had perfuaded her to refign. Being a 
genteel perfon, unemployed, and unreftrained by her pa- 
rents, fhe was feduced by a gentlemanof Norwich. Shame 
foon drove her from her native home. Friendlefs and un- 


/ 
| MRS. Lewis* of Ra being the daughter of parents 





* This case was written after frequent visits made to the sub- 
ject of it inthe year \775 ; and is well known to several ministers 
now living. 
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provided, fhe went to London; where, in all the wretched 
nefs and criminality of a nature abandoned to vice, fhe {pent 
feveral difgraceful years in proftitution, until poverty, ine 
temperance, and difeafe, had greatly affected her conttituti- 
on. Yet, inthis miferable fituation, fhe found one whe 

ropofed marriage. To this fhe confented ; but the change 
only afforded her an opportunity of adding iniquity unio 
iniquity. Eight years and_a halt fhe lived in this abandon- 
ed condition. Gg@nfcience, though long filent, began at laft 
to make her uneafy. She now had thoughts of rei ormati- 
on, and of making, by her future.conduct, an atonement for 


- her patt tranfgrefiions. For this purpofe fhe applied toa 


Romifh prieft, wh@pput her upon the difcipline of Hely 
Church. Books of penance were lent her; and what fhe 
found therein recommended, fhe carried into rigorous exes 
cution ; fuch as fafting, ftarving in the cold, lying upon boards 
and, could her conftitution have fupported it, fhe was to 
have lain three nights upon the cold earth, covered with 
afhes. Having continued one a on this plan; fhe was 
hardly able to walk ; during whith time her confcience and 
her fms alternately prevailed. She now thought, that if the 
could procure for herfelf {ome ex¢fuciating and painful death 
it would make amends for all. Under the influence of this 
dreadtul perfuafion, fhe formed the horrid defign of murder- 
ing her hufband, that by the laws of her country fhe might 
be condemned to be burned to death. She thowed me the 
knife ihe had concealed for this fatal purpofe : But her cou- 
rage failed her, fo that fhe could not perpetrate the'execrable 
deed. Her confcience growing more diftrefied, fhe even 
wifhed herfelf in hell, that the might know the worit of it ; 
and more than once, fhe was prevented from plunging her- 
felf into eternal mifery. About this time fhe was advifed 
by an acquaintance to go to the Tabernacle at Norwich. To 
this fhe objected, fearing, if it were known, fhe fhould be 
deemed an enthufiaft. Confcience, however, prefied, and 
dcfpair prevailed, which at laft determined her to go; \but 
not before fhe had fallen on her knees and prayed, ** Lord, 
direét me where to go! Lord, bring me where I may fiad 
direction for my foul, for 1am a ruined finner, and if not 
{oon helped, I muft be loft ; loft for ever!” Three days af- 
terwards fhe ftole into the Tabernacle. Uponbeing feated, 
the folemnity of the place, the apparent attention, and feri- 
oufnefs of the people, together with the fweetnefs of the 
hymns, concurred to induce a belief, that this was the right 
way. This occafioned her to fhed tears, of which the was 
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much afhamed ; thinking 20 one, befides herfelf, was ever fo 
weak as to weep at the finging of an hymn. 

_ Mr. Hook was at this time the preacher at the Taberna- 
cle, whofe fermon came home with great power to her heart. 
Yet initead of that comfort, which fhe wifhed for, and ex- 
pected, ihe faw, and believed herfelf to be, the moft vile and 
contemptible finner upon earth; appreiending, that every 
body might read her fins in her countenance, and that they 
would not fuffer her to come there any more ; yea, fhe ex- 
pected every moment that fome one would be fent to turn 
her out. Soon after, the writer of this had an opportunity 
of vifiting her at her own houfe, and tound her in the great- 
eft agonies of foul ; nor could fhe for feveral weeks receive a 
gleam of comfort, though my colleague & inyfelf vilited her 
almott every day. In the midft of her difirefs a temptation 
was fuggefted to her mind, “‘ You are fure of damnation, and 
as well now as later: You cannot be much worfe ; hell it- 
felf would be a refuge for fuch a wretch as you are.” Upon 
this fhe took the refolution; * 1 will go once more to Taber- 
nacle ; and, if not better, Iam determined to drown myfelf 
in the river.” Fully fettled in this horrid refolution, fhe 
went. Mr. Hook foon after appeared in the pulpit, and gave 
out a hymn, the firft verfe of which is as follows ; 


“ Jefus, lover of my foul, 

Let me to thy bofom fly, 
Whilft the nearer waters, roll, 
Whilft the tempett {till is high. 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
‘Till the ftorm of life is paft # 
Safe into the haven guide, ~«— 
O, receive my foul at laft ”’ 


She immediately conceived that fome one had informed 
the minifter of her fituation, and that he had made thishymna 
for her fake. It pleafed God to lead her thoughts thus to 
contemplate the ee of the hymn, as fuited to her own 
particular cafe. ‘ Truly I am in the ftorm and tempett ; 
much do I need a haven of reft ; who knows but that [ at laft 
bad as Il am, may find Jefus a Saviour?” It was at this 
time fhe firft found comfort. So powerfully were the words 
of the hymn imprefled, and fo completely did they occupy 
her mind, that the neither remembered the text nor the fer 
mon. She now abandoned the thoughts of felf-murder, and 
continued under the miniitry, growing up gradually into the 
Spirit and comfort of the Gofpel, till the became one of the 
moft humble, broken-hearted, {piritual, and praCtical Chris 
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tians I ever had the pleafure of knowing: All this fummer 
the continued very weak in body, tender in her confcience, 
and felt the fymptoms of a diffolving conftitution: A rath 
word or finful thought would diftrefs her foul for days af- 
terwards. She never came to the Lord’s table but in a flood 
of tears; nor till after every one elfe had received, fuppo- 
fing herfelf to be utterly unworthy to be numbered with the 
people of God ; though to all but herfelf fhe appeared ripen 
ing fait for a better world: 

Aiter her con‘erfion fhe had many fears and much unbe« 
lief to fight againft; yet upon the whole fhe could fay, 
** I know in whom I have believed, and am perfuaded that 
he is able to keepthat which I have committed unto him 
again{t that day*.” In the winter 1775, fhe calmly refigned 
her foul into the hands of the Friend of finners, and went to 
join that multitude before the throne, who came out of great 
tribulation, and wafhed theit robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lambyf. Ske was buried in the Tabers 
nacle at Norwich; and the Rev. Mr: C. preached her funes 
tal fermon. | } 

The above relation contains faéts well-attefted, and which 
can be authenticated by feveral living witneffes; Let men 
attribute them to what caufe they pleafe, the facts are cer- 
tain: Her life was changed, her foul was bleffed, and her 
death was happy: Thote who are of faith will not hefitate a 
moment to attribute all thefe effects to the fovereignty of di- 
vine grace: With fuch inftances before our eyes, how per- 
tinent and forcible are the words of the prophet, “ Look un 
to me; and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for Jam God, 


and there is none else.” 


Death of a poor young Woman. 


ie January laft died, in the neighborhood of High Wy« 
combe, Bucks; a young woman of the namie of Walker. 
She was only one-and-twenty years of age, and appeared to 
be a furprifing monument of faving grace: Addi¢ked to the. 
love of vanity and pleafure until a few months before her de- 
ceafe, like the youth whom Sclomon defcribes, the might 
be faid to walk in the ways of her heart, and in the fight of 
her eyes. During the period of her natutal ftate, fhe was 
fometimes the fubjeé& of tharp convictions, but the wound 


*2 Tim. iis 1% t Rev. vii, 14. ¢ Ise xlvs 92. 
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they occafioned was foon clofed, and fhe retnrned to the. 
fame heedlefs courfe as before. The diforder which termi- 
nated her life, was the fanétified mean of bringing her to a 
due fight and fenfe of her ftate. It was not, however, until 
her complaint which was of the confumptive kind, had ad- 
vanced-far, and committed confiderable ravages on the ani- 
mal frame, that fhe could difcern mercy as well as judg- 
ment in her affliction. It pleafed God to open the heart of 
her brother-in-law to allow her, in poor and deftitute circum- 
ftances, to come to his houfe. But for him as an inftru- 
ment, as fhe repeatedly and gratefully obferved, her body 
and foul together had been loft. He took frequent opportu- 
nities of talking with her about the concerns of her foul, and 
of praying with her; which, together with her declining 
fiate of health, were bleffed to the awakening of her con- 
icience, after a manner, and to a degree fhe never had ex- 
perienced before. She was for feveral weeks vifibly in a 
ftate of great diftrefs of mind, her fins lay heavy on her con- 
{cience, and a reftlefs folicitude about an hereafter prevail- 
ed. Her kind relative endeavored, as well as he was able, 
to point out the finner’s only refuge,; he perfevered in pray- 
ing for her, and ftrongly recommended her to go to a throne 
of grace, through Chrift, in her ownbehalf. She was ena- 
bled to iollow his advice ; and, though fuffered to remain 
awhile without the withed-for blefling, the Lord, in his own 
beft time, was pleafcd to reveal himfelf, 

One day in the month of December, as fhe was fitting by 
the fire-fide, bemoaning her wretched fituation, Chrift mani- 
fefted himfelf to her foul as a bleeding, dying Saviour, ma- 
king atonement for fin, with furprifing clearnefs, and fweet- 
nefs of application. She was aflifted to behold him witha 

zing faith, as the excellent Bunyan defcribes Chriftian in 
fight of the crofs ; and from that moment fhe loft her burden 
under a lively appropriating fenfe of an intereft in the great 
Sacrifice ; her drooping fpirits were cheered ; her melan- 
choly countenance affumed a lively air, and ftrains of gra- 
delle and praife burft from her feeble lips. After this, fhe 
was telling all who came to fee her what the Lord had done | 
for her foul. Every one who vifited her perceived a great 
alteration in her: Some noticed it as an event which they 
could not underftand ; but among her religious connexions, 
there were on the occafion kindred fenfat:ons to thofe of the 
rejoicing family at the prodigal’s return and welcome home. 
The writer of this account numbers it among the honors, as 
well as pleafures of his life, to witnefs a cafe fo extraordinary, 
and yet fo fatisfactory. If an avowed diflike of fin, deep 
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humility for the commiffion of it, grateful adoration of divine 
mercy, dependance upon an all-fufficient Saviour, and an 
heart-felt experience of his precioufnefs to the foul, are 
marks of a gracious work of the Spirit of God, he is happy 
to fay there is reafon to believe they all met in this young 
woman. The Spirit of God, fhe faid, had been a great and 

od teacher to her. Heavenly things were the only fub- 
jeéts of converfation which fuited now. At the mention of 
the Saviour’s name her eyes would overfiow with tears ; fo 
much was her heart affected with the falvation he had 
wrought for one fo unworthy. The Bible was her beloved 
book ; her memory became the treafury of religious verfes 
which fhe learned, becaufe adapted to her experienee ; the 
houfe of God and public ordinances were ardently longed 
after, but her weaknefs would not admit of her enjoying 
them. 

It is not to be fuppofed that Satan, who goes about feek- 
ing whom he may devour, would leave this brand, plucked 
from the burning, undifturbed! At'times fhe had fome fe- 
vere conflicts from this quarter; but, to ufe her own lan- 
guage, fhe looked to her Saviour, and found relief. Her 
pains of body, efpecially as her weaknefs increafed, were 
very accute ; her exemplary patience and refignation to the 
will of God triumphed over the fharpeft of them. Some- 
times her language was—* [I am in a great deal of pain, but 
very comfortable.” At others—‘* What are all my fuffer- 
ings, comparing with what I deferve, and what my dear 
Lord endured! What a merciful God ; what a great mercy 
it is to me that I have been fo afflifted!” After recovering 
one day from fainting, when fhe was thought to be dying, 
and her friends were for fending to fome neighbors to be 
prefent at the time, fhe faid— Once I fheuld have been 
for having all I could get about me in the profpect of death, 
but it is otherwife now.” In this compofed and ferene ftate 
fhe paffed through the valley of death to the regions of glo- 


ry. 


. 


‘“‘ Great things, O thou eternal Son ! 
Great things, indeed, thy grace has done.” 
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Memoir of the Rev. Samuel Buncombe, late Pastor 
of the Independent Church of Christ, in Ottery 
St. Mary, Devon. 


Prat has once more entered the fanctuary of God, 
and directed his arrow againft a venerable father in 
Ifrael. Terrible as he may appear to a certain defcription 
of people, multitudes have fmiled, yea, triumphed at his 
approach. Standing on the brink of the opening tomb, they . 
have employed their lateft breath, feeble as it was, in that 
fong of exultation, ‘‘ O Death, where is thy fling? O Grave, 
where is thy victory?” 

There are excellencies in the Son of God, fufficient to 
animate the foul in the folemn moments of nature’s diffolu- 
tion; and the Gofpel yields confiderations well adapted to 
foothe our rifing fears, and calm our tumultuous fpirits. 
The glorious fun of righteoufnefs illuminates the darkelt 
paths of the dreary wildernefs, and fheds the blaze of noon 
around the fteps of pious travellers. Next to the charms of 
the lovely Jefus, and the powerful influence of the Gofpel, 
to vanquifh death and diffipate the alarming apprehenfions 
of mind in the near approach of eternity, is the example of 
good men, When we behold our intimate friends, who la- 
boured under the fame infirmities with ourfelves, and who, 
during life, had to ftruggle with doubts and fears no lefs 
diftreffing than our own,—when we behold them bidding a 
cheerful and affectionate farewell to their dear furviving re- 
lations, and marching baldly along the gloomy path,—when 
we hear them finging, as they advance, ** Though I walk 
through the vaey of the fhadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for thou art with me, thy rod and thy ftaff they com- 
fort me ;”=-even the moft timorous Chriftian feels himfelf 
infpired with frefh courage, and is emboldened to proceed, 
** {trong in the grace that is in Chrift Jefus.” 

A charaéter whofe chief excellency was derived from the 
pure Gofpel of Chrift, and whofe triumphs were infpired and 
fupported by the Scripture doétrine and influence of the 
crofs, is the fubje& of the prefent fhort memoir, May the 
amiable cinokt of his life be affiduoufly imitated, and the 
the comforts of his death enjoyed by every reader of thefe 

ages ! 
, The Rev. Samuel Buncombe was born at Taurton, in the 
county of Somerfet, in the year 1734, His parents were 
eminent for piety, and he uniformly fpoke of them with the 
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ateft reverence and affection. He received his claffical 
education at the free-fchool in Taunton: When he arrived 
at the age of feventeen, he was placed under the care of the 
Rev. Fohn Lavington, of Ottery, who, for many years, ho- 
nourably filled the office of tutor in the evangelical academy 
in that town. 

His unremitting application, genuine piety, and remarka- 
ble prudence, during his preparation for the miniftry, at- 
traéted the notice, and raifed the expeCtations, of his ferious 
relatives and friends. Having completed his academical 
ftudies, he received an invitation to exercife his talents in 
the congregation of Proteftant Diffenters, at Crediton, in 
the above county. Here he was folemnly fet apart to the 
paftoral office, Nov. 26, 1760, and continued a faithful mi- 
nifter for feveral years. ' 

On the death of Mr. Lavington, which happened Decem- 
ber 20, 1764, Mr, Buncombe was invited to fucceed him in 
the capacity of a paftor to the church, the academy having 
been removed to Bridport, in Dorfet, and committed to the 
care of the Rev, James Rooker. This invitation he accep- 
ted, and came to refide at Ottery in the following year. In 
1766 he married Mrs. Sarah Peream, a widow lady, to 


‘whom he invariably proved an affe€tionate hufband, and to 


whofe children he continued to be a real friend and tender 
father. 

Thofe who had any acquaintance with Mr. Buncombe, 
need not be informed, that his knowledge of theological fub- 
jects was very extenfive. Though we do not rank him with 
thofe, wha, in the prefent day, are ftyled the moft popular 
preachers, yet his talent was fuch as defervedly to entitle him 
to the character of an ‘* able minifter of the New Tefta- 
ment.” He well'knew how “ to divide the word of truth, 
and give to every one his portion in due feafon.” 

Towards the clofe of life, his attention was chiefly directed 
to the difcuffion of the evidences of divine revelation,—the 
harmony of the attributes of God, in the government of the 
world and in the covenant of grace,—and the divinity and 
atonement of Jefus Chrift. On the latter, he frequently 
dwelt with great energy, judging it peculiarly neceffary to 
enlarge upon and defend a doétrine, which has been much 
exploded by inen of fafhionable religion. 

Mr. Buncombe pofleffed a confiderable fhare of a ftrong 
and found judgment, deep penetration, quick difcernment, 
and was remarkable for clofe and acute reafoning. This af. 
fociation of natural and acquired abilities, dint qualified 
him for an accomplifhed.polemic., He felt, however, no in- 
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clination to enter the field of controverfy, preferring the 
calm retreat, to boifterous fcenes, and the smooth path of 
quietnefs and peace, to the rugged road of angry debate. 
Like the deep and placid river, he gently glided through 
life, communicating more bleflings to fociety, than the nuily 
difputant, who, like the fmall rivulet, raifes a mighty cla- 
mour to little purpofe. 

His unaffected modesty invariably added a mild and pleaf- 
ing luftre to all his other accomplithments. He uttered the 
genuine fentiments of his heart, at the ordination of a young 
minifter, whom he addreffed as follows; ‘‘ We fhould be 
glad to fee you, Sir, thine like a ftar of the firft magnitude, 
although we fhould attract lefs attention, by reafon of your 
fuperior fplendor.” 

In the difcharge of his ministerial duties, he was a faith- 
ful and affeCtionate paftor. He looked well to the state of his 
frock ; and waiched for souls as one that must give an account. 
He was, as all minifiers ought to be, b/ameless as the steward 
of God, not self-willed, not given to wine, no striker, not giv- 
en to filthy lucre, but a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 
men, sober, just, holy, temperate, holding fast the faithful 
word, as he had been taught, that he might be able, by sound 
doctrine, both to exhort, and convince ga:nsayers. 

For mauy years he was in the habits of training up youth 
in the knowledge of the languages, and qualifying them for 
the academy at Bridport, and when it was afterwards re- 
moved to Taunton.* In this capacity, he rendered himfelf 
peculiarly eminent and ufeful. In the government of a 
ichool, few excelled him ; for he poffeffed the happy talent 
of making himfelf fo agreeable to his pupils, as to fecure 
both their reverence and affection. Many able minifters, 
who now honourably fill their refpective ftations in the 
church of Chrift, received the rudiments of their education 
under him, and, we believe, will all unite in venerating his 
memory, and wili readily acknowledge, that the time, which 
they {pent in his family, was the happiett part of their youth- 
ful days. 

The confcientious and holy obfervation of the Lord’s 
day, was another ftriking and amiable trait in Mr. Bun- 
combe’s character. A friend, upon whofe veracity we can 
depend, and who, in the early part of life, refided three years 


* At Taunton, the academy was superintended by the Rev. 
Thomas Reader, a few weeks since deceased, and whose Memoirs 
we hope shortly to present to the Public. 
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ander his roof, affures us, that he never remembers to have 
obferved the Sabbath kept in any houfe, with greater—with 
equal fanctity. 

Ail the young gentlemen under his care were expected to 
renrember the text, and the leading ideas of the difcourfe : 
And, being furnifhed with Bibles, were directed to fold 
down thofe fcriptures which were adduced in proof of the 
doétrine, or illuftrated in the courfe of the fermon. In the 
interval of the morning and afternoon fervice, they were 
employed in the perufal of Mr. Henry’s Expofition. On 
their return from the houfe of God, they were required to 
read, or repeat from memory, the fubftance of what they 
had heard, together with the Scriptures which they had 
folded down. He would then take occafion, in a very fami- 
liar and affe¢tionate manner, to apply to their confciences the 
truths they had heard, and conclude the exercife with pray- 
er. Arter family worthip, reading the Book of Martyrs, or 
the lives of eminent perfons, and the repetition of an hymn 
by each of the fcholars, terminated the duties of the day 
equally pleafing and profitable. Copious remarks on the 
utility of this pious and regular appropriation of the refpec« 
tive parts of the Sabbath to the conveyance of fpiritual in- 
ftruction would here be fuperfluous: But for the encourage- 
ment of thofe whe feel inclined to follow an example fo lau- 
dible, we are happy to obferve, that the efforts of Mr. Bun- 
combe were attended with much fuecefs; and that many 
who were his pupils, with pleafure acknowledge, that to his 
valuable advice, and paternal admenitions, they are indebt- 
ed for ufeful and falutary impreffions, which the fubfequent. 
fcenes of a€tive life have never been able to efface. 

In a relative capacity his virtues were equally confpicuous. 
He was an indulgent hutband, a tender father, a kind maf- 
ter, a charitable neighbor, a faithful and zealous friend. 
He was remarkable for his cheerful and affable demeanor to 
all within the circle of his acquaintance. Thefe qualities, 
added to his genuine and unaffected piety,” rendered 
him a moft pleafing companion; ant very few ever 
left his company without deriving fome degree of im- 
provement and pleafure from his converfation. On 
all occafions he difcovered an uniform averfion to a {pirit of 
detraction and calumny. In a word, integrity, humility, 
and love, fo greatly pervaded the whole of his public and 
private deportment, as to render his death the fubje& of 
more general lamentation, than has been witnefled, on any 
occafion, in the place of his refidence, for many years. 

But diftinguifhed as he was for numerous excellencies, 
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we are led to mourn that the treafure was contained in afi 
earthen veilel, liable to be broken in an inftant.. About 
nineteen years ago, he was attacked with a fever fo violent 
and dangerous, as exceedingly to alarm his friends for his 
fafety. Though the Lord reftored him, in anfwer to the 
many and fervent prayers of the righteous, yet fo debilitated 
was his conftitution by the diforder, that he was ever after 
unable ta endure exceflive fatigue—an indication to-him and 
his family, that the earthly houfe of his tabernacle would 
fhortly be diffolved. 

The clofe of his minifterial career at length approaches. 
His appointed labours are completed. He is ripened for 
glory, and the Lord of the vineyard defcends to gather his 
pleafant fruit. - We cannot but obferve, that the interval of 
time from his laft fermon,to the day of his death, exactly 
correfponds with that of Mr. Armitage, whofe Memoir 
was given in our preceding Number. On the 16th of March, 
he preached on Luke, i. 72.“ To perform the mercy pro- 
mifed to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant.’ 
A text more appofite could not well have been feleéted, had 
he been apprifed that this was the laft difcourfe he was ever 
to deliver. The dottrines which ne advanced from thefe 
words, were, firft, God will remember his covenant to his 
people in ail his perfections, and all his relations, as a father 
—aifriend—a fhepherd—a hufband. Secondly, In his co 
venant, God will make over his Son to his people, as a pro« 
phet—a prieft—and a king. 

The attack which brought the building to the duft, and 
let loofe the immortal refident, was of a bilious nature, at- 
tended with fymptoms of the gravel. On Friday the 2iftof 
March, he was confined to his chamber, On the 23d,a near 
relative faw him, between five and fix o’clock in the evens 
ing, and told him, that-fhe thought he looked better than 
ihe had {een him for a confiderable time. He replied, “ I 
am. better.”?. Mrs. B. fat with him about half an hour, and 
took her leave of him, enlivened in her fpirits by the flat- 
tering profpeét of his recovery. But, alas! thefe encoura- 
ging fymptoms were of fhort duration: For juft as the clock 
itruck eight, the received a meflage, informing her that Mr. 
Buncombe was very ill. Mr. Keftil, the apothecary, ha- 
ving been called, they both entered the room together. Mrs. 
B. approached the bed, and he, ftretching out his hand to 
take her’s, faid, ““ Oh Mrs. B. you are come to fee a dying 
man !” She replied, “‘ I hope not ; how long have you been 
worfe?”? Mr. Keftil faid, “1 left Mr. Buncombe after fe- 
ven o’clock, and thought him well enough to begin a courfe 
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of bark to-morrow,-——what is the matter, my dear Sir ?”— 
‘« My bowels, my bowels,” faid Mr. Buncombe, groaning 
in the greateft agony. Every thing was applied that could 
be thought of by Mr. Keitil, to render afliftance, but all his 
efforts were ineffe€tual. The phyfician was called in on 
Monday, to whom he faid, “ I will take whatever you pre- 
fcribe, though 1 have no expectation of relief from it.””- 
While the attendants were adminiftering the prefcription, 
he felt more than ufual pain, and exclaimed, “ Do let a dy- 
ing man die in peace!” In the afternoon his friend faid to 
him, “ You feem to be going to take poffeffion of the hea- 
venly inheritance, before Mrs. L.” who was then fuppofed 
to be on the borders of eternity. He replied, “I hope fo;” 
and added, ‘I will go in the ftrength of the Lord God; I 
will make mention of his righteoufnefs, even of his only.” 
Mrs. B. faid, “‘ I hope you now find his rod and his ftaff 
fupporting you.” He replied with energy, “Ido.” His 
friend then faid, ‘“‘ Thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory.” He did not hear diftinétly what had been faid, 
Mrs. B. being fcarcely able to fpeak for tears. He there- 
fore afkéd, “‘ What did you fay?” She then repeated it, and 
added, “through our Lord Jefus Chrift.”——“ Yes,” re. 
turned he, with a holy cheerfulnefs, “‘ yes, that is the fource 
of joy, through our Lord Jefus Chrift.” During the re- 
maining part of that night, Mrs. E. his daughter-in-law, 
and the Rev. John Varder, continued with him. Mrs, E. 
afked him if he {till felt the light of God’s countenance re- 
frefhing to him. He replied, “ Oh! wonderfully—won- 
derfully !—a fund of confolation!” At another time, ex- 
preffing his thankfulnefs that Satan was not fuffered to moleft 
him, he cheerfully faid, “ I hope I am able to rely on the 
great falvation of the Gofpel.” A perfon prefent faid, “ O 
Death, where is thy fting?”” He replied, “ As to the fting of 
death, I blefs God I feel but little of it—Bleffed be God for 
truft and peace !” Some fhort time after, he endeavoured. 
to exprefs his faith and joy in Chrift, as a great Mediator, 
and all-fufficient Savigur, but his ftrength was fo exhaulted, 
and his breath fo fhort, that little more could be underftood 
than broken fentences, and detached words. In this ftate 
of extreme debility, he repeated thofe impreffive lines of Dr. 


Watts, 


“ A guilty, weak, and helplefs worm, 
Omthy kind arms [ fall.” 
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——Here his voice failed him, and Mrs. E. added, 


‘¢ Be thou my ftrength and righteoufnefs.” 


‘When he feemed to fummon all his powers, and emphati- 
cally added, 


“ My Jefus and my all.” 


To the Rev. Mr. Varder he faid, ““ When I confider al- 
mighty power, everlafting love, a complete righteoufnefs, 
boundlefs merit, and a well-ordéred covenant,—a finifhed 
falvation ” Here he flopped. “ You, Sir,” faid Mr. 
Varder, “are interefted in this falvation.” He replied, 
*¢ [ dare not {peak with confidence, but, blefled be God, I 
have fuch a fteady hope, as the enemy of fou!s has not been 
able to move.” 

Thefe appear to have been the laft words he uttered, at 
leaft, fo as to be underftood, for he never fpoke after five 
o’clock on Tuefday morning but lay quite compofed, and 
without any apparent pain of body, until the clock ftruck 
four in the afternoon, when, without a groan or a ftruggle, 
he calmny breathed out his laft, March 95, 1794.* 





“ The chamber, where the good man meets his fate, 
Is privileg’d beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite on the verge of heaven!” Young. 


The mortal part of this good man was committed to the 
duft, on the Saturday evening following, in the burying-yard 
belonging to hisown church. Six miniflers fupported the 
pall, and the Rev. James Small, of Axmintfter, delivered the 
iuneral oration at the grave. The Vicar of the parifh, the 
Rev. Fulwood Smerdon, Mr. Keftil the apothecary, and 
Mr. Smal!, walked before the corpfe ; and, a8a ftrong ex- 
preffion of the affection and reverence they entertained for 
the charaéter of the deceafed, proceeded from the houfe to 
the grave uncovered. The crowd attending was very great, 

* How great is the uncertainty of life ! Mr. Lacy (brother-in 
lew to Mrs. Buncombe ), o the 29th of April, went into a garden 
at a small distance froin his house, about half after six o’clock in 
the evening, in perfect health: But in less than half an hour he 
was found dead. With the strictest propriety it is said, ** What is 
your life ? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away. Therefore be ye also ready, for in suck 
an hour as you think mot, the Son of Man cometh.” 
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and yet a folemn filence reigned. Scarce an eye that be- 
held the mournful proceffion, but paid the friendly tribute of 
a tear. 

On the enfuing Lord’s-day a fermon was preached upon 
the folemn providence, by the Rev. Ifaac Tozer, of Char- 
mouth, Devon, on 2 Kings, 11. 11, 12. ‘* And it came to 
pafs as they ftill went on, and talked, that behold there ap- 
peared a chariot of fire, and horfes of fire, and parted them 
both afunder, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into hea- 
ven. And lo! Eliffa faw it, and he cried, my Father, my 
Father, the chariot of Ifrael and the horfemen thercof.’’ 
Mott, if not all the principal families in the place, belonging 
tothe eftablifhed church, attended on this occafion, as a 
token of the great refpedt they entertained for his memory. 
** Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my laft end 
be like his !” 

At the death of this excellent man let us not mourn as for 
one without hope. Let not the tear of forrow flow for him, 
but rather let it be referved for ourfelves, the church and 
the world, who by his removal have loft a valuable member 
of fociety. Weep not, fince his entrance into the celeftial 
abodes becomes the fubject of angelic congratulation, for it 
affords a frefh trophy to the triumphs of Immanuel’s grace. 
Weep not, fince the manner of his death opens a fource of 
encouragement to fearful faints ; for it depofits an additional 
teftimony to the realty and divine excellence of the religion 
of Jefus, and teaches us how to die. 


“ Our dying friends are pioneers, tofmooth 

Our rugged path to death ; to break thofe bars 

Of terror and abhorrence, Nature throws 

Crofs our obfiructed way, and make 

Welcome, as fafe, our port from ev’ry ftorm. 

Smitten friends, 

Are angels, fent on errands fuil ofiove ; 

For us they languiih, and for us theydie.”- Young. 





His body was committed to the grave, not as to a prison 
but as to a peaceful repository of the fleeping duft, in fure 
and certain hope of the refurre¢tion to eternal life. With 
an unfhaken confidence we look for that period, ‘* when 
the trumpet fhall found, and the dead fhall be raifed incor- 
ruptible, tafhioned like unto the glorious body of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift. This corruptible fhall put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal fhail put on immortality—-then 
fhall be brought to pee the faying that is written—Death is 


fwallowed up in victory °” 
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Great Father of mercies, permit us to indulge thefe fym- 
pathetic emotions which thou haft rendered, in the order of 
nature, fo effential to focial exiftence. We dare not mur- 
mur at thy difpenfations, but we are encouraged to pray. 
Heal the breach which thy haft made. Send the Comforter 
to the bereaved family, and let not the widowed church be 
fcattered “‘ as fheep that have no fhepherd.” May the good 
Shepherd of the flock diréét them to “ a paftor according to 
his own heart, who fhall feed them with knowledge and un- 
derftanding,” that they may increafe exceedingly, and be 
for a praife in the earth! 
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The Happy Death of Mr. Daniel Collins, of Wool- 


wich. 


[in a letter from Mr. H. K. to Mr. S. at Sheernefs.] 
DEAR SiR, Woolwich, 21ft April, 1792. 


MAKE no doubt of your having already heard of the 

happy departure of our friend and brother Mr. Daniel 
Collins, whofe fick chamber I attended, more or lefs every 
day, as my flrength would permit, from the time he was 
firft taken ill; and, indeed, by his particular defire, I wait- 
edon him feveral nights ; and had I not been very much 
indifpofed, I would not have left him at all: For my lofs, 
in being from him, was great ; I never faw a perfon more 
bleffed in his laft illnefs ; and our dear friend and minifter, 
the Rev. Mr. Percy, faid the fame, in the courfe of his fu- 
neral fermon, preached on Sunday evening the 15th inft. 
to a very crowded audience, from thefe words, ‘‘ Loofe 
him, and let him go.” 

On the 17th of March, 1792, he was vifited with a vio- 
Jent return of his diforder, which, you know, was of the 
pulmonary kind ; and which brought him very low. On 
Sunday the 18th, he fent for me in the morning, to defire 
that I would remember him in prayer, and alfo mention 
him to the Rev. Mr. Percy, before fervice at chapel began. 
In the afternoon, he called again forme. ‘“ Do,” faid he, 
“‘my dear friend, come and pray by me as often as you 
ean ; for I find the enemy very bufy with me ; he pours in 
upon me like a flood:” We went to prayer ; the family 
and friends who were in the room joined with us, by his 











( 57 ) 


particular defire. I afked him, if any part of God’s word 
feemed to open on his mind? ‘O yes,” faid he, “ the 
words, Loose him, and let him go.” John, xi.44. He ap- 
peared much comforted, yet the enemy harraffed him very 
{orely. Inthe evening I found him very defirous of prayer, 
and rather more comfortable. March 19, Mr. Percy vi- 
fited him, which he kindly continued to do once or twice 
a day, as opportunity ferved, till within a day or two of his 
death ; when he was fo exhaufted as not to bear any one 
even to whifper. Mr. Percy found the clouds of rifing 
fear very diftrefling to Mr. Collins, on account of the at- 
tacks of Satan ; but they were foon removed ; and as he 
grew weaker in body, he grew ftronger in the Lord. In 
all his vifits, Mr. Percy found him ina fweet fpirit; and 
fuch was his confolation, that when he faw him entering 
his chamber, his foul feemed fo invigorated, as if it would 
{tart from his body. 

March 20. The vomiting returned with greater violence 
than ever, about fix o’clock in the morning, when he threw 
up, atleaft, fixteen ounces of folid blood, without a drop 
of ferum. ‘ Oh,” faid he, “I fhed my blood on account 
of my fins, but Jefus fhed his blood to wath my fins away.” 
Then he repeated part of an hymn: ‘“ Love I much, Pve 
much forgiven.”—‘‘ The gates of heaven,” continued he, 
“were opened to me yefterday. Heaven opens, my dear 
King. Methinks I fee my God, and my dear Jefus plead- 
ing for me. Loose him, and let him go.” Thefe words he 
repeated feveral times, and by them he feemed to compare 
his foul, uriited to his weak body, to the body of Lazarus 
confined in the tomb, and to exprefs his defire to be called 
trom the ftate of mortality to join the company of the glo- 
rified in heaven. 

Afterwards fome doubts broke in upon him: At length 
he ftarted up, and faid, with great energy, ‘“* My grace is 
fufficient for thee.” He then entered on a prayer to God 
for his companion and dear little babes, which was very af- 
fecting and {weet to hear. He moft affeCtionately commit- 
ted them to the care of the Lord, and this was done alfo in 
a very ferious and folemn manner. 

March 21. He continued very ftedfaft. ‘ Come,” faid 
he, “ let us reafon together, Mr. K——, my friend in the 
beft relation. Satan has been very bufy with me.” I re- 
plied, * It is a bleffed confolation, when a believer can 
look to the Rock that is higher than he.”—QOh, [ can, I 
can,” faidhe intriumph. March 22 and 23, he continued 
much the fame in body, but wonderfully bleffed ia his views 
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of happinefs. He regretted very much, that he had not 
been able to attend the preaching of the word more clofely, 
*s which,” he faid, “‘ nothing but my poor weak ftate has 
prevented, amd that my God knows.” He was much en- 
gaged in prayer and reading the Scriptures. 

March 24. He fent for me at two o’clock in the morning, 
Oh,” faidhe, ‘* my lungs are mortifying, but I am going 
to glory.” So full was he of the Spirit, that when defired 
hot td ialk fo much, “{ mult,” faid he ; “I thall not be 
able to talk muchlonger.” When a beloved friend attempt- 
ed to aflift him to hold the Bible (which he, or fome one for 
him, was conttanily reading), “ Don’t,” faid he; ‘ let me 
hoid it as !ong as I can.” And when he met with a pro- 
mife, he wouid-cry out with joy, “ Oh that is for me ; why 
do thy chariot wheels fo long tarry, O Lord? Come, Lord 
jeius, come quickiy, For | know that my Redeemer hv- 
eth, &e.”” Atter L had ieft him fora little while, on my 
return, he faid, “‘ What have youto fay, my dear friend, 
about Jefus:”? About nine o'clock at night, he faid, “ One 
half hour more, and I fhail be in glory.” At ten o’clock he 
threw up much blood. ‘* Oh,” iaid he, “* what an effort of 
nature! I thought I was juft going, but I find I mult bear a 
little more pain. O what has my poor afflicted body fuffer- 
ed! And what difappointments [ have met with ! together 
with many frowns from the world! But it has been all right, 
it was allto bring me to glory. . Now is Chrift rifen from 
the dead, and become the firit fruits of them that tlept: For 
fince by man came death, by man came alfo the refurrection 
from the dead: For as in Adam ail die, even fo in Chrift 
fhall all be made alive ; that is, allwho believe in him. O 
what a dangerous:thing it is to trifle with the word of God! 
O death where is thy iting? Glory be to God, my Jefus hath 
taken it away from me.” 

March 25. A young friend came to fee him, and faid, 
** Daniel, you are better, you eat your toaft, anddrank your 
tea heartily : You defpair, Sir!’ Mr. Coilins replied, “* Do 
not fay fo, dear Sir; no, no, 1 do not defpair.” 

March 26, he faid, ** [have had three moft beautiful views 
of Chrift. Come tell me about him in the garden of Geth- 
femane. I am very low, and I thall foon be in glory ; but 
the believer muit wait, and he {hall not be afhamed.” Thus 
he went on almoft to his latelt breath, admonifhing us, and, 
ic may be truly fad, preaching to every one that vifited him, 
and expreffing more brilliant views of heaven. He alfo pray- 
ed for ali his triends by name ; and if pofible, with greater 
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zeal for thofe from whom he had received any little uninde 
nefs; and defired that vat the world might be S rved with an 
everlafting falvation. “ What,” faid he, ‘* can hinder peo- 
ple, who conftantly attend the houfe of God, irom going to 
the facred table? What can be the caufe of this, Mr. K Ses 
6 Becaufe,” anfwered I, * they muft have a fitneds of their 
own. ”—** Oh fitnefs” fiid Mr. Collins, “ if they want a hte 
nefs, they muft goto Chrift ;” and then added, «“ Oh, vidto- 
ry, victory!” He then charged me with feveral folemm 
mefflages to particular perfons; and his dying love, or re- 
membrance to all he knew, calling them by name, as they 
occurred to hismemorv. He was much engaged in prayer 
from this time, and became rather ref filets. Fearing he- 
fhould lofe his fenfes, and not be able to tell us what he felt, 
and how it was with him, he fixed ona fign, if he fhould lofe 
his fpeech. April 1, he began to breathe with great difi- 
culty, but was much engaged with God, and fpake a good 
deal. April 2, he became more reftlefs, and rather ramb- 
lingat times, but was very earneft in prayer for his friends, 
andtook his leave of them in avery folemn manner, faluting 
fome, and faying, with a fmile toall, “* God bless you.” Be- 
ing told, that a few days paft he had faid, “ Why do thy 
chatiot wheels tarry fo long, O Lord?ina few hours it wiil 
be over, and I fhall be in glory” —“ O yes,” faid he, “ but 
none except thofe who die inthe Lord will go to heaven. 
Pray don’t forget my dying remembrance to Mr. Shrubfole, 
whom I have never for gotten in my prayers,” On the 4th 
cf April, he departed, in the 35th year of his ape, about 
four o’clock in the morning, ina very eafy manner, leaving 
us without a doubt of his hap ppv union with Chrift. 

He was called by grace in March 1786, under the miniftry 
of Mr. Percy, who was preaching from Genelis, Xxlii. 16. 
“ Surely, the Lord is in this place, and I knewit not !” His 





family a and friends have loft a treafure, but he has gained a 
heaven. I write in muc ok pain, but am, dear Sir, your mof 
obedient fervant, RICH. ARDE ING 


; [N. B. Mr. King, the writer of the above narrative, has 
nappily followed his dear friend to the regions of everlafting 
felicity.] 
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Happy death of Miss Anne Adey. 


ISS Anne Adey, of the city of Gloucefter, after linger. 

ing through fifty-four years, died on the 11th of April 
1794. The effects of a religious education were apparent in her 
early piety, and defire of communion with God in all the or- 
dinances of the Gofpel. She became a member of the In- 
dependent Church at Gloucefter, May 1, 1767, of which the 
continued a diltinguifhed ornament. As a Chriftian fhe 
was a pattern of patience and humility to all. During the 
laft nine years-of her life, the was forely afflicted with the 
rheumatifm. Befides which, the following circumftances 
attended her for fome time previous to her diffolution: A 
locked jaw (fo that her food was admitted only through an 
opening made by the lofs of a tooth,) an inability to help 
herfelf with either hand, an impoflibility of moving a foot 
on the ground, and all combined with exceflive pain. “ Let 
not the {trong glory in their ftrength, but let him that glorieth 
glory in the Lord.” Indeed a paflage fhe often quoted was 
very applicable to her, Habakkuk, 111.17,18. Her language 
frequently was, *“* I wifh not to murmur, I wifh not to re- 
pine ; he has been a good God tome,” ‘The choice of her 
funeral text, Jofhua, xxili. 14. was very characteriflic of 
that temper of mind with which fhe bore her afflictions. 
Such was her attachment to the houfe and ordinances of 
God, that whenever the weather and her pains would per- 
mit, fhe would be carried thither: And not long before her 
death fhe faid, “ ¥ was a great mercy that when young fhe 
never wilfully ftaid away trom the houfe of God.” Thofe 
who flight divine appointments will one day want this peace- 
ful refle€tion. She loved to talk of divine things, and to 
have vifits clofed with prayer: ** Let us go, and do likewife.” 
Death was difarmed of his terrors as he approached her, 
for her language was, “I am not atraid of dying, nor of be- 
ing dead.” She even longed for her difcharge, and would 
often fay, “‘ When will my Father releafe me, and take me 
to himfelf?” Juft before the died, on feeing her fervant 
move, fhe faid, “ Donot rife, I want nothing but a thankful 
heart.” Feeling herfelf to grow weaker, her laft words 
were, “ Pray for me ;” and then fhe fell afleep in Jefus. 
CONSERVUS. 
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Pleasing Account of the Piety and Happy Death of 
Master Fobn Storck. 


IED April 29, 1794, aged twelve years and eight months, 
Matter John Storck, of John Street, Tottenham-court 
Road. 

It was the privilege of this dear youth to be born of reli- 
gious parents, and educated ‘ in the nurture and admoniti- 
on Of the Lord.” Being of a very thoughtful and ferious 
turn, he frequently devoted thofe hours to reading the Bi- 
ble, and religious books, which others of his age employ in 
childith play. Faneway’s Token for children was his favo- 
rite companion, and is fuppofed to have made good impref- 
fions upon his mind. 

On a Lord’s-day morning, about two months before his 
death, he feemed greatly affected after hearing Mr. Wilks. 
To his father, inquiring the caufe of his weeping, he replied, 
that it was occalioned by what he had juft heard. On a 
Sabbath-day, about feven weeks previous to his deceafe, he 
feemed to be fo full of comfort, and expreffed himfelf im fuch 
fweet and heavenly language, as to oblige his father 4 
quently to retire with tears of joy, and give vent to” 
grateful paflions of his heart before God, for fo manifeit 
difplay of divine grace towards his child. The fame even- 
ing, {peaking of the blefled and happy death of thofe chil- 
dren mentioned in Faneway’s Token, he faid, “I hope 
when I die, it will be triumphing in the Lord Jefus Chrift.” 
On the Tuefday following, the vifit of Mr. Knight was ren- 
dered greatly encouraging and comforting to his mind. 
His diforder, from this time, beganto make a rapid progrefs, 
and indicated to his parents that they mutt foon be called to 
make a facrifice of a darling child. The firft time 1 called 
to fee him was about fix weeks before his departure. On 
my entering the room he exclaimed, “ O Sir, what a preci- 
ous Chriftto live and die for fuch finners !” I was greatly 
affected with this addrefs, and beginning to enquire into the 
ftate of his mind, found that he had thofc views of himfelf, 
asa fallen, guilty, hell-deferving.fmner, and of Jefus Chritt 

s an all-fufficient Saviour, and expreffed that defire after a 
a rath intereft in him, as fully fatisfied me that “ flefh and 
blood had not revealed thefe things untahim.” And I de- 
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clare, that I could not withhold thofe encouragements and 
comforts which the Scriptures direét us to difpenfe to the 
lambs of Chrift’s flock.—I now repeated my vifits as fre- 
quently as opportunity offered, and had the pleafure of find. 
ing him increafe in the knowledge of his own unworthinefs, 
and the infinite precioufnefs of Jefus Chrift. That pro- 
mife of our blefled Lord was certainly exemplified in his ex- 
perience, ** When he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he fhall 
bring all things to your remembrance.” Scriptures fo fuit- 
able to his cafe were impreffed upon his mind, and fo fweet- 
ly flowed from his lips, as to fill me with wonder and grati- 
tude. Ido not recollect one inftance, in the frequent con- 
verfations I held with him, of my having quoted any porti- 
on of God’s word, but on my introducing the firft claufe, he 
has immediately anticipated me by repeating the fubfequent 
part of it as correétly as if he had the Bible before him. A 
fortnight before he died, I afked him, whether he thought 
his ficknefs would be unto death: He faid, ‘I believe it 
will:” and added, “ I do not wifh to live, unlefs it be the 
will of God that the grace which, I truft he has given me, 
may be manifefted more and more in me ;” adding, ** This 
is a miferable world.” 

One day appearing to revive, a friend faid to him, “ You 
are getting better, and bid fairto be anold man.” He an- 
fwered, “‘ It isno matter whether I live to be old, or die 
young, if I am but found in Jefus Chrift.” A perfon call- 
img on his father in the way of bufinefs, afked him how he 
did, he replied, “‘ Poorly ; but it is a good thing to be found 
in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and it is well to meet death, not 
as the king of terrors, but as a meffenger of peace.” About 
this time, on a Lord’s day morning, as his father was pre- 
paring to goto chapel, he faid, ‘* O father, I wifh I could 

with you,” and then addreffing himfelf to his brother, 
faid, “‘ Dear brother, do not be fo backward to go to hear 
the precious word of God.” His brother afked him, on 
Good Friday, if he knew what day it was. He anfwered, 
«© This is the day the Lord of life and glory died, and, I 
hope, forme.” On the fame day a friend afked him how he 
did, he replied, “‘ Poorly ; but if we were not fuch poor fin- 
ners we fhould not be fo affiéted.” When his father ufed 
to afk him, whether he did not wifh to be better, his anfwer 
was, “ { wifh to be with Chrift, which is far better.” The 
next time I vifited him, I found him very low in body, and 
faidto him, “ My dear, you are very low.”—“ Yes,” faid 
he, ** but the Lord is my fupport.” On obferving to him 
that I trufted he was taught that nothing he had done or | 
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could fuffer, would, either in whole, or in part, make an 
atonement for his fin; he broke out, and with an energy I 
hope. I thall not foon forget, 


*‘ Not all the blood of beafts 
On Jewitfh altars flain, 

Can give the guilty confcience peace, 
Or wath away the ftain.” 


Two young perfons, calling on him the Friday before he 
died, afked him how he was; he anfwered, “I have naw 
done with this world, I want nothing but Jefus Chrift !” 
My laft vifit but one was the Saturday evening before his 
death. He had been the greater part of the preceding night 
as well as this day, in a ftate of delirium. But, by the fae 
vour of God, he had now a happy interval of reafon. In- 
quiring how he did, he anfwered, “ Poorly, Sir.”—I faid, 
“ Do you know who fpeaks to you ?” He then mentioned 
my name. Afking how it was with him, he anfwered, 
“‘Goodnefs and mercy.” But his fpeech faultering, he 
could not proceed. He again faid, ‘* Goodnefs and mercy,” 
but failed in his attempt to utter what follows. He began 
the third time, and again faid, ‘* Goodnefs and mercy have 
followed me all the days of my life.” [then faid, I truft, 
my dear, if you had ftrength, that for yourfelf you could 
repeat the reft of that {weet paflage. He lay a little, as if 
mufing. and then with renewed vigour broke out, and faid, 
‘“‘T fhall dwell in the houfe of the Lord for ever.” I afked, 
if we fhould once more fupplicate the throne of grace toge- 
ther: He anfwered, ** Yes, and I hope and truft that we 
fhall fing the praifes of redeeming love in a better world for 
ever.” On takingleave, I delivered that folemn benedicti- 
on, “* The Lord blefs you and keep you, and make his face 
to fhine upon you,” &c. He then faid, ‘‘ The Lord blefs and 
keep you.” Thefe were the laft words I heard him fpeak. 

But it is no wonder that this dear youth, who had been fo 
highly favoured, fhould alfo be tempted by the enemy of 
fouls. Hence he faid to his father on the morning following 
‘¢ O father, I fear I fhall not go to heaven !”” This, however, 
‘appears to be one of Satan’s laft efforts. Shortly after a 
friend called. He was then fo low, he could only anfwer to 
the ufual inquiries, “ that he was. poorly,” . but after a littie 
time repeated, and then fung part of that hymn, Bleft be the 
dear uniting love,” &c. He faid to his mother on Monday 
morning, ‘* O mother what a precious and good Chrift have 
we !” She afked, “ Do you find him fo to your foul ? Ade 
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faid, “I do, I do ;” and added, “ when we arrive at that 
bleffed world, we fhall fing, Blest be the dear .uniting love, 
that will not let us part.”” About this time, he addreffed 
himfelf to God, and prayed, ‘* God blefs my dear father and 
mother, brother and fifters, and my fchool-fellow.” On 
Monday morning I found him fpeechlefs, but he gave evi- 
dent tokens of being rational, and of having the Lord’s pre- 
fence. He endeavoured repeatedly to fpeak, but was unable 
to articulate. We then kneeled down, and commended his 
egneeng fpiritto God. “This was a night of fevere conflit 
reipecting his body. About an hour before his death his 
father kneeled down by his bed-fide, and while he was plead- 
ing with the Lord Jefus, that, ‘“ as he himfelf had paffed 
through the dark valley of the shadow of death for finners, 
he would fupport and retreth his dying child ;” it appeared 
as though the Lord gave the blefling defired, for he then 
ftretched out his hand, and put it to his father’s hand, and 
at the fame time there was alfo a moft pleafing {mile upon 
his countenance. About nine o’clock on Tuefday morning, 
he was called to unite with the spirits of the just made per- 
feét before the throne, and to fing the praifes of redeeming 
grace to eternity. May a goodly number of the rifing gene- 
ration be made acquainted with the fame grace ; love the 
Lord Jefus ; and know, that to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. 


J. M. 


The Death-bed Experience of Mr. Thomas Sibley, 
who died May 23, 1794, aged 25. 


N the Sabbath, in which he was firft confined to his bed 

with a rheumatic fever, he difcovered great refignation, 
and obferved to feveral about him, how much better it was'to 
be deprived of the ufe of hislimbs, and confined toa fick-bed, 
than profaning the Sabbath, On the Monday morning, his 
fitter vifiting him, he obferved, how wrong it was to put off 
the great concerns of the foul to a fick or dying bed: “* My 
wicked heart,” faid he, ‘ won’t let me think of any 
thing profitable now, I can fix attention on nothing 
long together ; I can fay but little tothe Lord; I hope you 

for me, he will hear you on my behalf ;” and added, 
** that when he was in health, Jefus had been precious to 
him ; that he had loved the ordinances, houfe, and people 
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of God, and hoped the Lord would not give him up now, 
nor fuffer the enemy tohave an advantage over him.” 
Coming in at another time, fhe afked him how he did; he 
faid, “* Pretty comfortable, Ihave been much retreihed by 
a vifit froma friend, hg has been talking about home, and 
indeed I long to be there; I don’t know, as Iam circum- 
{tanced, that it is my duty to pray for it, but I fhould rather 
depart, and be with Chriit, ii itpleafe him.” He frequently 
with pleafure repeated thefe two verles: : 


* Judge not the Lord by feeble fenfe, 
But truft him for his grace ; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a fmiling face. 


His purpofes will ripen faft, 
Unfolding ev'ry hour ; 

The bud may have a bitter tafte, 
But fweet will be the flower.” 


During the week, though in much pain, he difcovered 
great refignation, and from expreflions that dropped from 
him, his mind feemed imprefled, that this illnefs would be 
unto death : Remarking, that “‘ though the family affliction 
would be great, yet it would be a profitable one, and was fent 
for the good of many.” Early on the Sabbath before he 
died, he defired his filters might be called up; he told them, 
it being Sabbath-day morning he thought it right they fhould 
rife, that they might glorify God together, begged the cur- 
tains might be put afide, and with his eyes fixed toward hea- 
ven, he faid, ‘* Oh, to have a good hope through grace of 
going to that brighter world above!” While the curtain 
continued afide, he faid, “* Oh Death, I will be thy plague ; 
oh Grave, I will be thy deftruction—the things that are not 
feen are eternal.” After lying ftill fome time, he faid, 
‘* My dear fifters, it is the laft Sabbath we fhall ever {pend 
together ; and you may probably never be called up on fuch 
an occafion again. 


“‘ Sweet is the day of facred reft, 
No mortal care fhall feize my breaft.” 


A fhort time after he informed them, with much compo- 
fure, “‘ he did not envy any creature on earth, it had been 
the happieft week and happieft affliftion he had ever expe- 
rienced.” Till the Monday night he was in a conftant de- 
lirium ; during an interval in that night, he addreffed him- 
felfto a perfon who fat up, on the importance of religion, 
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and prefied home the neceffity of it at all times, but particu- 
larly when fituated as he was ; and added, that he found 
Chrift precious to him. To one of his fifters who fat by, 
he faid, ‘* My dear fifter, I hope you find Chrift precious 
to you.” She replied, “ Yes, and I hope you find him fo.” 
He anfwered, “ Yes, he is precious; fay fomething to me 
about precious Jefus, I want to know more of him.” On 
which thefe lines were repeated : 
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* Jefus, I love thy charming name, 
"Tis mufic to my ear; 

Fain would I found it out fo loud, 
That earth and heaven might hear. 


Yes, thou art precious to my foul, 
My tranfport and my trutt ; 

Jewels to thee are gaudy toys, 
And gold is fordid duit.” 


‘* Yes,” he replied,” it is fordid duft indeed ; I hope I can 
fay I have never been led away by it ; it has no charms ‘for 
me.” He continued fome time talking about the preciouf- 
nefs of Jefus. On Wednefday morning, after a reftlefs 
night, he defired the perfon who was with him to get the 
Bible and read ; the read the 23d pfalm. He then engaged 
in a moft fervent prayer for a few minutes, particularly ior 
all the family, that they might be fupported to attend him 
' through his illnefs, and ‘that it might be fanctifed. During 
the interval of fenfe he feemed ina heavenly frame, and was 
indeed triumphant. On Thurfday morning he faid to a 
friend “‘ Oh! how I love the Lord, he hath fhowed me his 
kindnefs, and my lips fhall praife him. Fear not them 
who can kill the body, and after that have no more that they 
can do, but, I will warn you whom you fhall fear: Fear 
Him, who, after he hath killed, hath power to caft into hell ; 
I fay, Fear him.” A change foon after being fuppofed for 
death, he faid, “I am going, Iam going.” When he reviv- 
ed, he was afked how he felt himfelf; he replied, “* Atk 
me no quefiions the Lord is with me : ” He afterwards per- 
ceived his filter weeping, and faid, “‘ Weep not for me, 
there is no caufe for weeping.” At another time, when he 
faw his mother weep, he defired the would not weep ; For 
within a few more fhort hours,” faid he, ‘I fhall go home. 
I have had this morning a tafte of heavenly joys on earthly 
ground.” He then repeated thefe lines : 
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s¢ Come life, come death, I’ll blefs thee ftill, 
For Chrift on me hath fmil’d ; 

And I fhall fing on Zion’s hill, 
Altho’ I’m but a child.” 


Soon after, with great compofure, he took an affectionate 
leave of all aroundhim. Nearly the whole of the remain- 
der of the day he was delirious ; and was much convulfed 
during the greateft part ofthe night. Being afked, at a lu- 
cid interval, how he was, he replied, ‘* I am overcome with 
the goodnefs of God.” The laft words he uttered that 
could be diftinguifhed were, ‘It is the Lord’s will, and I 
will obey.” About eight o’clock on Friday morning, he 
left this mortal ftate, to be for ever with the Lord. 


— () aa 


Memoirs of Mrs. K———.* 


EXT to perfonal experience, nothing brings with it a 
more powerful conviction of the reality of religion 
than a view of the punctuality with which God fulfils his 
word in his dealings with his people. Here we behold the 
power of all-fufficient grace realized and exemplified. We 
trace the new creature from its firft exiftence, through all 
its different flages: We fee its faintings and dejections ; its 
labours and ftruggles; its revivals and fupports ; its prefer~ 
vation, progrefs, and perfeverance, till, perfeCted by grace, 
it obtains a peaceful, perhaps atriumphant departure from 
earthto heaven. Viewing thefe things, the believer in Je- 
fus is refrefhed in fpirit, and looking up to thofe “ who 
through faith and patience inherit the promifes,” he fays 
within himfelf, ‘* Though faint, I will ftill purfue ;” for 
“ through the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, I fhall be fa- 
ved even as they.” 

Happy will the writer of this Memoir account himfelf, 
fhould the following fketch be fo favoured with a divine 
blefling, as to anfwer thefe defirable purpofes. 

Mrs. K was the daughter of an eminent and ufe- 
ful minifter of the Gofpel, in London, who upwards of for- 





* Though, at the request of our friend, who favoured us with 
this Memoir, we conceal the name of the amigble person to whom 
it relates, yet we can assure the Public, that they may safely de- 
pend on the authenticity of the narrative. 
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ty years age, in the midft of his days, died much honoured 
and deeply lamented. Deprived when very young of both 
her parents, fhe was brought up by an excellent grand- 
mother, whofe fedulous and affectionate endeavours for her 
{piritual welfare were crowned with eminent fuccefs. 

- In-her the ancient promife made to Abraham was literally 
fulfilled.* Very early in life the God of her fathers touch- 
ed her heart by his effectual grace, and formed his image 
there.- : 

» In aletter fent to the minifter and church, into whofe 
communion fhe was admitted at nineteen years of age, fhe 
thus writes :-— . ss 

~ “I defire to blefs God I had the advantage of a religious 
education. The conftant and valuable inftructions of my 
dear and venerable parent had fo early an influence on me, 
that, it, is not ‘in. my: power to tell -when it was that God 
began to work upon my foul.—This has made me queftion 
fometimes, whether. I have ever been effectually called or 
not +. . 

} mi hope and. truft, however, from a clofe éxamination of 
myfelf, I am one of that happy number which God elected to 
eyerlafting life; for, (adored be his grace !) ever fince I can 


2° Gen. xviii. 19. 


cb Such were her fears; and the cause of them is no uncommon 
source of perplexity and suspense to many.serious people in similar 
circumstances. Not being, able to ascertain distinctly the particu. 
lar time, instrument, means and manner of their conversion ; and 
having never felt the terrors.of the Almighty, nor those trans- 
porting joys which others-have experitnced ; they are apt no doubt 
the Sincerity of their religion. But surely this is unreasonable and 
unscriptural. “Is, it “likely that young persons, who have been re- 
yee from grosser vices, and early instructed in the way of 
¢ \ation,” Shouldj when dwakentd, be so Kable to feel the terrors 
of the law, as those who'see only their misery, but know nothing 
of ‘the Gospel ? * The first «when wounded, have the remedy in 
Sight 3:thedatter know not whether there be any remedy at all. 
No wonder, therefore; that these should feel keener pangs under a 
sénse: of Sin, and:swéeter sensations of joy in the discovery and ap- 
plication of forgiving lovcw—eReader, inguire whether-you know 
the plague of your own heart, and the detestable evil of sin; 
whether jou aE SH applied by faith.to an Almighty Redeemer 
for pardon g¢ grace 5 end whet, er you have the sterling essenti- 
al marks. of a new ‘creature about Jue The things above mentioned 
are ‘only circumstantials, which may be different in different sub- 
jects, and-wary according "to their éducation, knowledge, and tem- 
Perse . ° 
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remember any thing of myfelf, I have been enabled tc con- 
fider this world as nothing when compared to the treafures 
laid up in Jesus Cuaist., Nothing fhort of ah intereft in 
the grace, love, and feliowfhip of God the Father, and his 
eternal Son and Spirit, can yield me any folid fatisfaétion. 
in his prefence is fulnefs of joy, and at his right hand are 
pleafures for evermore. If I know any thing of my own 
heart, sin is my greateft burden. It is my earneft defire to 
experience thore and more of the work of fandtification, 
wrought in my heart that fo I might die unto fin, and live 
unto righteoulnefs. I want to have my affeétion’ more ta- 
ken off trom this world, and all its tranfient enjoyments, and 
to centre in fablime and more folid pleafures ; thofe plea- 
fures which the world knows nothing of, and which it can 
neither give nor take away. | 

“‘ If | am the Lord's, I have been drawn by the cords of 
his love ; for as to thofe great agitations of mind, thofe for- 
rows of con{cience which many experience, J am a ftranger 
tothem. [I truft I have been brought to fee my deplorable 
condition by nature and preétice, and from a sight and fenfe 
of my fin and mifery, have been led to throw myself at the 
foot of affended justice, earneftly begging that | might fee 
more and more ot the evil of fin, and, at the fame time, be 
led to that glorious remedy, the Lord Jefus Chrift. I dare 
not approach the divine Majesty but in and through a cruci+ 
fied Jefus, as an all-fuficient Saviour. I ground all my 
hopes of falvation upon him. I rae of him upon Golpe 
terms: Difclaiming all righteoufnefs of my own, I rely 
whoily on hi’ merits for acceptance with God the Father. 
I receive nim as my Prophet, Priest, and King, and yield 
myfelf entirely to his con ut and governiient, refolving in 
his strength to renounce the world and all its allurements, and 
laying down ty weapons of rebellion, I fwear allegiance 
henceforth to him as my righteous Sovereign. [take the 
Holy Ghoft for my guide, my fanftificr, and coublaiter, IT 
would not wilfully reject the influences of this bleffed Spirit, 
but would embrace his gracious motions. The Christian 
life, [know, is compared toa warfare, undtoa race that muftbe 
run; many and great are the difitulties, I am fenfible I muft 
expect to meet with } but, through the ftrengih of my vidto- 
rious Redeemer, I hope to furmount them ali ; and oh, that 
I may be enabled fo to run a’ at lait to win the prize !” 

Thus did this young volunteer publickly declare her at- 
tachment to the Redeemer, at an age when moft are thought- 
Jefs about religion, and devoting themfelves to the pleafures 
of the world. . 


It might be truly faid, that from a child she knew the holy 
ecriptures ; and that her views of falvation by grace were 
‘one I. K 
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clear and confiftent. She was very fedulous in inculcating 
on others the faith fhe found fo precious to herfelf. She was 
often dropping a word of inftrudtion in her family; and few 
of her children but profitted by her difcourfe. Though fhe 
was far from being forward orloquacjous, fhe would take. 
the liberty of encouraging young ministers to ftand up for 
their mafter and not to shun to declare the whole counsel of 
God. Her converfe with fome of her aged-acquaintance, 
who had not altogether clear and comfortable views of Gof- 
pel truths, was honoured with a divine bleffing, and made 
the means of their eftablifhment and peace. Being herfelf a 
pattern of genuine piety, fhe deeply lamented thet many 
profeffors who were zealous for the diftinguifhing doétrines, 
were’ too relax as to the duties of religion. Her conscience 
was remarkably tender. She looked to the motives of her 
actions, regardlefs of the cenfures or flatteries of her fel- 
low-creatures. This afforded her inward fupport and con- 
folation when fhe feared any part of her conduct might be 
miftaken or mifreprefented. She ufed often to repeat thefe 
words: “ Them that honour me, I will honour, and they 
that despise me, shall be lightly esteemed. *” 

What fhe was in retirement, or the devotion of the clofet, 
was knewn only to Him “ who feeth in fecret.” But it was 
impoffible to hide from her hufband and family, the fpi- 
rituality and ferenity, the patience and the fortitude, where- 
with the Lord is pleafed fignally and openly to reward thofe 
who keep near to him. 

Afflicted occafionally from her youth with painful and 
wearifome complaints, her heart was blunted to all that is 
gay and great in this world, and ftrongly attracted to a better 
country, that is, an heavenly. Two-of Dr. Watts’s Lyric 
Poems, which fhe frequently repeated with great emotion, 
exprefs her views and feelings. The one is entitled, Happy 
frailty ; the other, A View of Heaven in Sickness. 

' But, notwithftanding fhe was weaned from life, and war- 
ned of death, at an early period, it pleafed God to preferve 
her for many years a blefling and ornament to fociety. She 
was married to one who was thankful to Géd for fuch a com- 
panion and friend. She lived to be the parent of eight chil- 
dren, of which feveral departed before her. Neat and plain, 
without the affeétation of fingularity, or the extravagance of 
gaudy pride, fhe was always arrayed in modest apparel, as 
became a woman professing godliness. It might truly be 
said of her, that fhe looked well to the ways of her household, 
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and ute not the bread of idleness. Anxious.and eareful inthe 
early years of wedding life, when her increafing family awae 
kened all her feelings, fhe would not permit any thing with- 
in her province to pafs without her infpection ; and fome- 
times perhaps her folicitude would verge towards the ex- 
treme. But never did it betray her, as is too frequently 
the cafe, into a diftruft of God’s providence, nor into a mean 
and niggardly conduct. 

Neryous diforders are attended with fuch diftrefling feel- 
ings, as tempt the moft amiable and the molt pious fome- 
times to {peak unadvifedly with their lips ; but whenever 
fhe uttered any thing that had the appearance of impatience, 
immediately her heart was grieved. All that lived with her 
can teftify that, in general, fhe opened her mouth with wif- 
dom, and on her tongue was the law of kindnefs. The wel- 
fare of her children was one gf her principle concerns, In 
infancy fhe was their nurse. As their minds expanded, fhe 
became their ¢utoress, ftored their memory with ufeful lef- 
fons from the Catechifm, Bible, or Hymn-book, and endeae 
voured to imprint on their hearts fome fentiment of virtue 
and prudence, illuftrated, frequently, by entertaining and 
ftriking anecdotes. Imitating her honoured grandmother, 
fhe was always dropping fomething pleafing and profitable, 
while sitting with them in the house, or walking with them by 
the way, or when they were lying down, or rising up. This 
they know is literally true. O that her councils, her max. 
ims, and cautions, may be engraved in their memories, and 
copied by them as occafions may arife, in future life! 

Her natural difpofition, being tender and humane, and re- 
gufated by the obligations of religion, prompted her.to.be 
kind to her fervants. She could not bear to fee her poor fel- 
low creatures, who worked hard for their bread, treated like 
flaves. She contrived for their eafe and comfort, and was 
greatly concerned for their bodily health ; but the was prin- 
cipally folicitous for the promotion of their immortal inte- 
refts. 

_ Beyond the circle of her own family and particular friends 
{he was but little known ; but where known, fhe.was highly 
efteemed. As her hufband prefided over a fmall feminary of 
learning, the children of others were committed to her do- 
mestic care. ‘The kindnefs with which fhe fuperintended 
this little charge, fo endeared her to them all, that they will 
revere her memory as long as they. are capable of recollec- 
tion. i 

Fond as fhe was of retired and domeftic life, fhe’ was far 

from being auftere or unfociable. She loved her friends, 
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and enjoyed as‘riuch as any’one the pleafure of focial con: 
verfe ; but fhe utterly difliked and difcouraged fcandal and 
backbiting, frivoloufnefs and levity.” She had a happy de- 
grée of cheerfulness, and, in times of affiiGtion, a lively trutt 
in the good providence of God. Of what the Lord gave to 
her, the thought it'an indifpenfible duty to devote a portion 
to the reliefofotliers. She was eminently the friend of the 
poor, and thofe who had no helper. To them her houfe 
and her heart were open. She was their counfellor to advife 
them, and their advocate to plead their caufe. 

‘Such was the tendernefs of her fpirit, that the could not, 
without evident emotion, hear of the calamity even of a 
ftranger : Yet when her hufband and children were danger- 
oufly ill, it was aftonifhing to fee how firmly her mind was 
fupported ; with what calmnefs fhe atiended to every do- 
nicfite concern, and how fweetly fhe encouraged them with 
thofe good words which make the heart glad. At one fea- 
fon in particular, when, to human appearance, her p tner 
was laid on his dying bed, though fhe was a moft affection- 
ate wife, and likely to be left a widow with four young chil- 
dren, fhe ftill maintained, im the midft of her affliction, her 
compofure and confidence in God. : 

When the afpect of either public or private affairs was dif- 
coufaging, and others betrayed an unbelieving anxiety, and 
drew a dark and difmal picture of what would be the proba- 
ble confequences ; fhe would endeavour to encourage their 
hearts, and brighten the fcene ; fo that they, whe came in- 
to hcr company dejeéted, went away comforted. She often 
ufed on fuch occafions pleafantly to fay, “* Whatever you 
may do, I will not part with my anchor, hope.” 

With amazing fortitude and refolution, ftrengthened from 
on high, fhe moved in an active fphere, when many would 
have funk under fimilar complaints, and confined themfelves 
to their beds. Frequently, when’almoft overcome, would 
fhe retire, to conceal thofe languors to which nature was 
compell<d to fubmit. She was a filent fufferer, becaufe fhe 
knew few would enter into her complaints, and becaufe fhe 
would yot diitrefs thofe, who, whatever‘might be their com- 
miferation, could yield her no relief.”> : 

We are now approaching the laft fcenes and the dying 
chamber from whence her fpirit took its flight for Heaven. 

For monihs before, and while fhe was comparatively well, 
fhe was poffeffed ‘with a prefentiment; that fome Hnportant 
change was about to take place in her family. ‘This did not 
arifefrom a timid fpirit nor a warm fancy; for fhe was not of 
a faperftitious turn ; but I-have reafon to think it {prong from 
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fagacious obfervation of the.combination of varieus.cizcum- 
ftances. Ifher own diffolution was in hex thought, fhe com- 
affionately concealed the painful idea frem her hufband and 
children. Soon after, however, her complaints. returning. 
with more than ufual force, their apprehenfions.for heg fates 
ty were awakened, About this time her. Chriftian friends - 
erceived in her letters and converiation an eminent degree - 
of f{pirituality and heavenly refignation. = 

One Lord’s day morning, after a very reftlefs and painfyl 

night, during which the great adverfary had been very bufy, - 
ihe faid to her hufband ina tone he can never forget (her 
eyes {wimming in tears), “I thought I had underitood thofe.,- 
gracious words before now—But no: I never entered into » 
the meaning and fpirit of them, till this night-——-‘ When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee, and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: When thou walkest . 
through the fire, thou shatt not be burnt, neither shafl the. 
flame kindle upon thee.® . | 

This precious promife was her fupport to the end. When 
floods of tears involuntarily iffued, the effects of her nervous, 
difeafe, fhe would fay, with a piacid tone of voice, ‘‘ Well! 
though I pafs through the rivers, they fhall not overflow 
me.” % He willbe with me.”’ ' 

When racked with grievous pains, fhe longed.and prayed 
for deliverance, and cried, ‘* Come, dear Lord, come!” She 
checked her eagernefs, and faid, with a lower voice : “¢, But 
I would not hatten thee one moment fooner than pleafeth 
thee. Thy prefence is all.” . wt 

One day, adverting to her long and tedious confinement 
from the houfe of God, the cheertully faid, “‘ Iam the Lord 
prifoner, that is my comfort. He will deliver me one way 
or the other; if I live, O may L live to him ; and if I die [ 
know I hall die to him; I 4now I fhall.” 

After ferious contemplation for fome time, fhe exclaimed, . 
with atranfport of admiration, “* 1-ow good is God! .I have 
nothing to wifh for, but a thankful heart.” “ That you 
ave,” faid her daughter, who was near her: O that [ had - 
more of it,” was her reply. When fhe had on a certain oc,» 
tafion been thinking and {peaking of her family, fhe obfer- 
ved toa friend, ‘‘ 1 have tender.connexions, and dear chil- 
cren, for whom I have been very anxious—But-I can now 
fay, I leave them all in the Lord’s hands.” . .This was a re- 
markable inflance of the power of grace triumphing over the 
infirmity of nature; Anxiety for dear connexions was a ve- - 
ry prominent trait in her. charater ; and. this difpofition fo . 
far, prevailed,. that.fhe coud hardly; endure the idea of lea; 
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ving them to be fuggeited, though done in the tendereft 
terms. But behold, when the trial came, how the Lord 
manifefted his ftrength in the creature’s weaknefs ! Should 
any tender-hearted wife or mother who feels fond attach. 
ment, and trembles at the thought of a parting ftroke, read 
thefe lines, let her thank God, and take courage. 
When fhe recovered from thofe oppreflive languors, which 
feemed to threaten immediate diffolution, and felt the flut. 
ter of reviving fpirits, fhe feveral times repeated thofe lines, 


‘© Ceafe, fond nature, ceafe thy ftrife, 
And let me languith into life.” 


One morning, when an alteration took place which an. 
nounced the approach of death, one of her conftant atten- 
dants, not ufed to fuch a dying fcene as her chamber exhibi- 
ted, and fuch cheerful language as fell from her lips, was fil- 
led with wonders “ Nurfe.” faid fhe, “ I am ready to 
die, I am not afraid to die.” 

‘She was afterwards totally deprived of the power of mo 
tion, except in her hands, and fo exhaufted was nature, that 
her fight was very imperfeét. When her dear relatives were 
hanging over her dying frame, in that very affecting fitua- 
tion, and endeavouring to hide from her thofe burfts of for- 
row which could not eafily be reftrained, fhe looked up to 
' them with inexprefiible {weetnefs, The inward peace, refig- 
nation, and joy with which her heavenly Father indulged 
her, diflodged the carefulnefs which ufed to fit on her brow, 
and fhed a ferene luftre over her countenance like that, pro- 
bably, which was confpicuous in the face of Stephen*. 

Converfe, the moft moving and the moft delightful, alter- 
nately awakened their grief, and foothed it into peace and 
thankfgiving. | At one of thefe feafons, fpeaking to her huf- 
band of her extreme bodily weaknefs, fhe faid, I am ftrong 
in Him. He is my God.—JMy God! O what condefcen- 
fion to be my God, my Covenant God! He has faid he will 
never leave me, nor forfake me; he has to!ld me fo ; I know 
he will keep his promife ; I 4now he will.? —Several times 
fhe repeated, with rapture, the following lines from Dr. 
Watts ; 

“ T glory in infirmity, 
That Chrift’s own power may reft on me. 
When I am weak, then am I ftrong ; 
Grace is my fhield, and Chrift my fong. 

I can do all thing's, or can bear 

All fufferings, if my Lord be there ; 


* Acts, vi. 15. 
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Sweet pleafures. mingle with the pains, ~ 
While his left hand my head fuftains.”’ 


For above eight-and-forty hours had fhe lain without any 
fleep, though fhe had earneftly longed and. waited for it ; 
when, reflecting on the bleffed ftate of reft, and eternal cef- 
{ation of pain in heaven, fhe {milingly faid, 


“ There fhall I find a settled reft, 
While others go and come ; 

No more a ftranger or a guetft, 
But like a child at home.” 


Her deareft earthly friend cbferved to her, “‘ You are very 
weak in body, but what a mercy is it, that God is the ftrength 
of your heart.””——“* Yes,” fhe replied with amazing energy 
and vigour, her looks exprefling the ftrong emotions of 
her foul, “‘ the ftrength of sy heart, andmMy PoRT1I0N FoR 
EVER ;” adding, at the fame time, with emphafis, “ They 
that truft in the Lord do not treft in a shadow. 

For fome time fhe was frequently delirious through want 
of fleep, and her friends were ready to give up all hope of 
ever feeing her compofed again. God was gracioufly plea- 
ied, however, to hear their prayers offered with earneftnefs 
and fubmiffion ; and once again they had the fatisfaction, for 
the laft time, of enjoying clear and delightful converfe with 
their departing friend, and hearing the precious words 
which dropped from her dying lips. 

When her hufband entered the chamber, her daughter 
was {peaking to her of the Lord being his people’s thep- 
herd ; he took up the fubject, and faid, ‘““The Lord is your 
fhepherd.” She replied, “He zs my fhepherd ; my fhep- 
herd.” —~Her daughter proceeded, “ You fhall not want; he 
maketh you to lie down in green paftures ; he leadeth you 
befide the ftill waters.”—-“He does, he does,” the calmly 
replied, . 

“He reftoreth your foul,” faid her daughier, withing to 
adminifter comfort to her dying mother. ‘“ Aye, aye, he 
does, “ he does,” rejoined the happy parent. 

“‘Y ea, though you walk through the valley of the fhadow 
of death,” faid the daughter: The fupported, though almoft 
exhautted pilgrim, took up and finifhed the fentence with 
firmnefs, “I will fear no evil.”. . pe 

** He anointeth you with oil,” faid her child. ‘ My 
cup runneth over,” replied the thankful parent. ‘* He is 
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the fpting of all my comforts,” and then lowly to herfelf, 
‘** he is my Lord, my Lord.” 

Fearing to exhauft the little ftrength which remained, 
her dear hufband and tender offspring joined with her in 
worfhip for the laft time on earthh A few moments were 
fpent im adoration, pfaytr, and praife: The dying faint 
heartily united, and added a fervent Amen/ at the ciole of 
every fentence. 

It was late at night. The family took leave till the morn- 
ing. With the utmoft tendernefs, fhe bad her hufband adieu, 
and called him by a moft endearing name ; but, as if fhe 
were afraid her attention and affeétion fhould be drawn away 
from its fupreme objet by any creature-love, fhe lifted up 
her eyes and immediately exclaimed, “ My dear Lord!” 

Thefe were the laft words fhe was able to fpeak. At 
length, without a convulfion or a groan, fhe fell afleep in 
Jefus, aged 44 years. 
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Grace displayed in the Experience of W. Andersen. 
To the Editor. 






Dear Sir, Sutton, July 21ft 1794. 









I HAVE fent you a remarkable difplay of divine grace, 
towatds perhaps as ignorant and as guilty a creature as you 
ever knew. Should you think it fuitable for the Magazine, 
itis at yourfervice. 

I am, dear Sir, vours affeftionately, 
JOHN KIRKPATRICK, 











we ANDERSON, the fubjeét of the prefent 
memoir, was a native of Ireland. Whether he wan- 
dered from his native country altogether in the exetcife of 
filial Obedience, isnot fo certain ; however, it is a pleafing 
refleCtion, that the wanderings of the Lord’s chofen ones are 
‘ever permitted eventually to lead them from God, but are 
often overruled, like Saul’s wanderings to Damafcus, for the 
accomplifhment of the gracious purpofes of Him, * whofe 
council fhall ftand, and who will do all his pleafure.”—Di- 
vine Providence permitting him to be feized by a ftron 

confumptive diforder, whilft he was engaged in his lawfu 
occupation, after being laid afide for {ome few months, and 
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feeling: his complaint increafing, I was fent for to him ia. the 
be ginning of M: ay, and found him inthe greateft diitrefs, 
being, in his own 2 pprehenfior, near an eternal world, fis 
his terror feemed ig arife only from a fear of divine wrath, 
and feeling ita weighty though painful duty, I sc aealeibad 
with him of the evil nature of fin, infifted upon the neceflity 
of feeling, and Leing humbled for it, and that God being 
infinitely holy, was under the nace sity, of punifhing impeni- 
tent finners ; ana then in the moft familiar manner opened 
the nature of the Gofpel, and the freenefs of divine mercy 
to him, and ali who telt their need of it. After prayer T 
retired ; not knowing what would be the refult. It was with 
peculiar pleature, upon my return from a journey which [| 
took the next day, 1 received the grateful information that 
he faw and felt his awful ttate as a condemned mortal, and 
that there was pleafing evidence, that his heart was epened 
to receive Chritt Jefus the Lord. I often vifited him after 
this, till he fell aflcep in Jefus, and found my own mind par. 
ticularly affected w it 1 this difplay of divine. grace. He was 
awonder to himfelf; he was aflonithed he could never fee 
his fin and danger before ; he now expreffed his abnes rence 
of his paft tranfgreffions, and was greatly flruck with the for- 
bearance of God, that he was not cut down when going for. 
ward in his difobedience. Sin appc ared altogether odious 
to him, as committed againit an inhnitely holy and gracious 
God, and the Lord Jefus, who in compafiion had died for 
finners. The Gofpel was now highly defirable, he faw its 
fuitablenefs to hi mfe ‘If, and felt bis mind ex ceedingly engas 
ged by the difcoveries of divine grace ; he oft dwelt upon 
the pleafing theme, * The fling of death is fin; but, shaahe 
be toGod, through J J: efus Chriit we have a victory. ? Tt was 
his very ee guage, Thanks be unto God for Jefus Chrift. 
He infor med me fe had been concerned peters at times for 
his foul, but no fooner did temptation offer, than he fell in- 
to his old fins ; but he hoped and believed God had now 
given him fuch light and comiort, that he was a monument 
of mercy ; he was convinced God only could enlighten his 
mind, and change his heart; he bleffed him for giving him 
fuch knowledge and fuch defircs.: As he conceived himfelf 
unworthy of every mercy, he particularly noticed the gen- 
tlenefs of his affi&ion, and how merciful ly God brought 
him down. It was with the greateit ful »miflion and w illing- 
nefs he bore his affli€@tion. He obferved, he might have 
been in torments %! ‘body, or in future mifery ; but having 
obtained mercy, he had all. So-far from murmuring, he 
often admired Providence in affii@ling him, imbringing him 
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down, 2nd caufing him in any meafure to be noticed; he 
once expreffed himfelf, that he fhould have been happy to 
have departed that afternoon, had it been the Lord’s will, 
for he was extremely comfortable through Jefus Chrift in 
profpeét of his diffolution, but that he was willing to wait 
the Lord’s time, and to bear his hand, for he was a finner. 
With this fubmiffive yet lively hope, he continued till June 
15th, when he committed his foul to God. ‘Is not this a 
brand plucked out of the fire ?” - 

j. &. 
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Happy Death of Miss Maria Webb, late of king- 
treet, Covent-Garden, who died April 8, 1795, 
in the 18th Year of her age. 






sPHOUGH Mifs Webb was favoured with a religious edue. 
cation, and as to her outward demeanour, was in every 
refpeét moral and amiable ; fo far from relifhing the faithful 
preaching of the word, fhe, like too many other young per- 
fons, rather flighted than received it, untilthe Lord was 
leafed to lay her upon a bed of ficknefs, and then fhe was 
happily made to hear the voice of God in the feafon of afflic. 
tion. 
At the defire of her mother, a ferious friend called upon 
her on Friday, April 3, and was greatly, but agree b'y fu - 
prifed (as he had never before obferved any attention to ex- 
perimental religion in her,) to find her much affeéted and 
melted under a finfe of her fins. On afking her how fhe 
found herfelf, fhe anfwered, “* My fins have expofed me to 
the wrath of God.” Wihhing tobe thoroughly fatisfied as to 
the reality and depth of her convittions, her friend faid, 
*¢ But you are young in years, and have lived morally and fo- 
berly ; don’t you think too ill of yourfelf.”—-* No,” fhe rc- 
plied, “ the vileft finner has not got a worfe heart ; and 
though I am young in years, I am as great a finner, as time 
and opportunity will permit.” On this her friend began to 
* {peak of the unfearchable riches of Jefus, and of the fulnefs  § 
and freenefs of his falvation ; and it pleafed the Lord to give 
it a peculiar bleffing. 
- When the phyfician came, and intimated that there was 
no hope of her life, fhe faid, * I want a phyfician for my 
foul, more than for my body ; and Chrift is my good phyfi- 
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cian.” With much energy fhe then repeated part of that 
hymn, “ Jefu, lover of my foul ;” and fpent much of the 
Friday night in prayer, and in hearing, at intervals, particu- 
lar paflages of Scripture read to her. 

Among other pleating evidences of the work of God upon 
her heart, were her ardent thirft for the word of life, and 
her anxious concern for the falvation of thofe around her. 
To all who came to her dying bed, fhe fpake of their need 
of Jefus, and of his willingnefs and ability to fave them if 
they returned unto him. 

On the Saturday betore her death, fhe defired to fee a mi- 
nifter of the Gofpel, who accordingly came, and whofe con- 
verfation and prayer were made a great refrefhment to her 
foul. In the morning, fhe was feized with a fit, and lay for 
fome time after, as ii the was really died, but, while a friend 
was at prayer with her afflicted mother, fhe revived again, 
and faid, with a {mile on her countenance, ** Did you think 
I was gone ?—No ; the Lord, I believe, has fomething.more 
to do tor me before [ go hence.” She then defired that her 
two youngett filters might be called, and having given each 
a token of remembrance, exhorted them with much feriouf- 
nefs and affection to attend to inftruction, and be dutiful to 
their mother. In the evening fhe had each of the fervants 
of the family to her dying bed, and addreffed them more like 
a mother in [frael, than a perfon of her years ; ‘concluding 
with thefe expreflive words: ‘ Think on my ferious circum- 
flances, and do not defpife the advice which I have given 
you, becaufe it comes from fo youngamonitor!” Toa 
friend, who fat up with her that night, the faid, “ My pains 
are inexpreffible ; but let me think on the patience of Job, or 
rather on what the Lord J¢fus Chrift endured,when he {weat 
great drops of blood for my redemption !” 

On the Sunday previous to her death, hearing one fay that 
4 certain great perfonage was come to this country, fhe faid 
to her parents, ** I do not envy a princefs, for I fhall foon 
have a crown of glory, that fadeth not away.” At another 
time, waking out of ileep, fhe faid, “« Mother, I always told 
you [ fhould learn mufic ; I have got a harp prepared, but I 
fhall not play upon it till the curtain drops !” meaning, no 
doubt, not till the fcene of time was clofed, and her difem- 
bodied {pirit was admitted amongtt the heavenly harpers in 
the immediate prefence of the Lamb. Before her depar- 
ture, fhe was enabled to fay that- death had no terrors for 
her; and, when a friend who came to vifit her, faid he with- 
ed her not to alarm herfelf with fearful apprthenfions, as he 
hoped the would yet recover, fhe anfwered, “ Sir, you mif- 
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take me; I amnot afraid of death, ncr do I wifhtolive: f 
can fee no fitter time to die than now!” In this humble 
waiting frame of fpirit fhe continued till the afternoon of 
Wednefday, April 8 ; and then refigned up her foul to God, 
and (weetly flept i in Jefas: Let me live the life and die the 
death of the righteous, and let my daft end be like her’s ! 
Sune t, 1795. K. 
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Memoirs of the Rev. Risdon Darracot, Minister of 
the Gospel at Wellington, in Somerset ; who died 
Marth 14, ¥759, age@ 42. 






‘HIS very excellent man was the fon of a Diffenting 
MMfinifter in the Iflé of Purbeck, in Dorfethhire, where 
he was born Feb. 1, 1717. Hereceived an academical edu- 
cation at Northampton, under the care of the pious Dr. 
Doddridge, and began his minifterial courfe in 1738, at 
Penzauce, in Cornwall. Here he continued little more than 
two years, being obliged, by the lofs of large quantitics of 
blood from his ftomach, to leave an affectionate people. 
Under this alarming affliction he fpent about half a year 
among his friends in Devonfhire, where his own father had 
lately been afervent and ufcful preacher, and where he died 
about the age of forty. Upon the death of the Rev. Mr. 
Berry, an aged and excellent minifler of Chrift at Welling- 
ton, in 1741, Mr. Darracot had an unanimous invitation to 
fucceed him. He found the congregation fmall, and the 
number of communicants but twenty-eight. His miniftra- 
tions drew alarge concourfe of hearers from the neighbor- 
hood, meny of whom had never before made any profefii- 
on of religion, and were at firft brought to Wellington out 
of mere curiofity. His mceting-houfe was foop infufficient 
to contain the hearers, and was therefore fomewhat enlarged; 

but after that, it was ufual for many to be obliged to ttand 
without the doors. In proportion to the number of his 
ftated hearers, Mr. Fawceet, who preached his funeral fer- 
mon, favs, “* He never knew any congregation which ap- 
peared to have fo many inftances of abiding religious im- 
preffions :” and he adds, “I have good reafon to believe 
that his miniftry was ow ned to the effectual converfion of 
many hundreds of fouls.”? In confequence of this remarka- 
ble fuccefs, he left behind him more than two hundred com- 
raunicants. 
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Mr. Darracot requefted, by a letter he wrote on the day 
he died, that his dear brother Mr. F. would preach his fu- 
neral fermon, but he infifted uponitthathe fhouldnot fay a 
word in hispraife. Under fuch a reftri¢tion Mr. F. could 
riot diretly draw his admirable charaCler ; but when he de- 
iés the man of God in the following words, his hearers 
could not but recognize their deceafed paftor : 

* « If a Gofpel Minifter has aheart ever glowing with love 
to Chrift, and love to immortal fouls ; if this love makes 
him abundant in labours, fervent in f{pirit, and glad to fpend 
and be {pent for the people committed to his care : If by this 
love, he is evidently fuperior to felfifh views, above the in- 
fluence of filthy lucre, full of anxious concern to convince 
and convert finners, and edify faints, ready to every good 
word and work, and yearning with bowels of compaffion to-_ 
wards the ignorant, the ftupid, the profligate, the doubting, 
the diftreffed, the weak and feeble-minded, the poor and 
mean: If this love not only pours out a continual torrent of 
faithful, affectionate, heart-fearching miniftrations from the’ 
pulpit ; but opens his houfe at all times as a common refuge 
for the diftreffed ; if this love opens his way into the houfes 
of all his friends and neighbors, in order to bring eternal 
things homie to their immediate attention ; if this love leaves 
him no idle moment, and fhows him moft of all in his ele. 
ment when moft dire&tly promoting the profperity of the 
church: In a word, if in confequence of this love, he Lives, 
and beft of all enjoys himfelf, when his people stand fast in 
the Lord?’—Is there not a beauty and excellence in fuch a 
character which forces efteem, and obliges even the enemies 
of godlinefs to admire it ?* 

At length, the time approached, when this excellent man 
was to clofe his life and labours ; when, through a tedious 
illnefs of three months, and with intervals of excruciatin 
pain (arifing from five ftones found in his left kidney), no- 
thing was heard from his lips but continual expreffions of 
praife. Expeéting his diffolution, he gave in writing parti- 
cular orders with refpe& to his funeral : “¢ [t is my will and 
cefire, that I be buried about the fourth or fifth day after my 
deceafe, about one of the clock in the morning ; that the time 
be kept fecret from all, but fuch as are hereafter mentioned.” 


* Was not this the meaning of what a profane gentleman once 
said to his friend as they met Mr. D. going to his meeting-house 
on a weeksday—s* There goes a nian that serves God as if the de- 
vil was in him,.”- 
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He alfo defired that the Rev. Mr. V— fhould be prefent 
with thofe perfons, and {pend half an hour in prayer in his 
parlour, before they carried away his corpfe. ‘ At the 
grave,” fays he, * 1 would have nothing faid, but let them 
commit my body to the duft, in cheerfui hope of arefurrec. 
tion to eternal life ; and let them all be concerned to give 
me a joyful meeting at the great day.” In the paper betore 
mentioned, he fays, ‘* Before this will be communicated, I 
ihall be gone to my Judge ; andI can, and do rejoice, that 
he ismy Saviour. Ihave good hope through grace, and I 
have once more ferioufly tried the foundation of it, and I 
find it will fland in the profpeé of eternity. Iam ade, blef- 
fed be God, and I wouid not for all the world be unable, to 
give arcason of the hope that isinme. And to my Scripture 
Marks*, i reier as the folid evidence of my intereft in Chrift 
who in point of all dependance, love, and efteem, is, and has 
been for more than twenty years, my all in all.” 

Some of his dying expreffions were thefe : “* lam going to 
Jefus, whom I love, and whom Ihave fo often preached :” It 
was then Lord’s-day morning: ‘‘ Come Lord Jefus, come 

wickly.” At another time, “‘O what a mercy is it to have 

uth a rock to buildon as the Lord Jefus Chrift! I have 
found him to be a firm rock that will never fail, Whata 
mercy it is to have a covenant God to fly to! A covenant 
“that is ordered in all things and fure, which is all my falva- 
tion and all my defire. Ihave found him to be a covenant- 
keeping God.” He faid tohis wife, ‘‘ My dear, do you 
ipeak of the goodnefs of God towards me, for I want a 
brie to do it, Ido not want a heart tu praife him, fure 

n’t,’ 

At another time, he faid, ‘“‘ How good is God! He is all 
raife, all love, all goodnefs!” Then added to thofe about 
im, “ Hold ontothe end. I truft I have begotten you in 

Chrift'Jefus. May the Lord pour down plentifully of his 
_ Spirit upon you!” He then faid, “ What attendants have I 
got : ro is with me. Angels are my guardians. The 
fied Spirit is my comforter and fupporter: And you, my 
dear Chriftian friends, waiting on me : And my dear wife. 
But don’t think highly of me ; for if you have feen a great 
deal of grace in me, you have alfo feen a great deal of cor- 
ruption.” When he was at dinner, he faid, “ Bleffed be 
God for this meal,” Andtoa friend who came in, “ Ihave 


* A smal! cheap tract of his, which has passed through severat 
editions in England ang Scotland. 
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often fat with you at the table of the Lord here, but I am 
now going to fit around his board above. Thofe were days 
in which I took great delight.” 

The Monday beiore he died, he awoke very calm, and dee 
fired to know what the apothecary thought of him ; and whea 
he gave but little hopes, Mr. Darracot replied, “ Allis well. 
Bleffed be God, I know whom I have believed, and can rely 
on the promifes. They are all mine, efpecially that, 7w2 
never leave thee nor forsake thee, and I am fure he will 
not.” 

The night before he died, he faid, “* O what a good Gel 
have I, in and through Jefus Chrift! I would praife him, 
but my lips cannot. Eternity will be too fhort to {peak his 
praifes.” He then defired that his tongue might be loofens 
ed, to {peak the praifes of God; and the Lord heard him. 
He was in adelightful frame, fullotheavenly joy. The ae 
pothecary coming in, he faid to him, ‘“*O Mr. K. what @ 
mercy is it, to be interefted in the atoning blood of Jefus! 

ou tell me [am dying ; how much longer do you think it 
will be?” It was anfwered, that is was uncertain as to a few 
hours. ‘ Will it be to-night ?” It was anfwered, he might 
furvive the night. Well, faid he, “ allis well! I am ready. 
This, Sir is agreeable to the doétrine I have at all times 
preached, that I now come to the Lord asa vile finner, 
trufting in the merits and precious blood of my dear Ree 
deemer. O grace, grace, tree grace !” 

One of his Chriltian friends came to fee him, to whom he 
faid, ‘‘ O,1 am gladtofee you. You are fome of the frit 
fruits of my labours. Never fear. Your labour shall not 
be invainin the Lord. OQ, could I tell you what I now feel! 
No tongue can tell what I now enjoy! I want to be gone ! 
O, glory, glory, glory !” He then begged to fee his dear 
people, to talk tothem of Chriftand fis grace. But he was 
intreated to forbear, that he might not hurt himfelf. “ Well, 
faid he youmutt few up my lips, or tie my tongue, if I muft 
not {peak of Chrift. If you will not let me fee my dear peo- 
ple, be my trumpeters to tell them what God has done for 
my foul. [I told youin my Scripture Marks, that my laft 
work on earth fhould be praying for my people ; and now 
would I pour out my whole foul in ardent prayer to God for 
them.” He then offered a few petitions, but his fpirits 
failed. 

The morning he died his wife faid to him, “ My dear, you 
are juft on the borders of glory.” Me replied, “TI could 
not have thought it, had not the Doctor and Mr. K. told 
me fo, the paflage is fo eafy.” She again faid tohim, “ How 
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will you behold the dear Lord Jefus, when you come to 
grory 2? He anfwered, “I fhall behold him face to face,” 

e then lay ina flumber, whie all around thought him 
dying. About twenty minutes aiter he awaked, and atked, 
“Is Mr. K. come ‘” Being anfwered that he was, ** My 
dear friend,” faid he, ‘“ did not you teil me laft night, that 
I was dying?” “ I did,” replied Mr. K. “ Surely,” fuid 
he, “ it cannot be, it is fo ealy. .Whata mercy is it to be 
in Chrift! O precious, precious Jefus ! Now I am hoping 
and believing, rejoicing and triumphing too.” He then 
ealled for his wife and children, and took his leave of them 
with the utmoft compofure and ferenity of mind. Obferv- 
ing them ha he faid to his wife, “* My deareft, why do 
you weep? You fhould rejoice. Rely on the promifes. 
God will never forfake you. All his promifes are true and 
fure. Well, I am going from weeping friends, to congra- 
tulating angels, and rejoicing faints in glory.” He then 
threw abroad his arms, and faid, “* He is coming ! he is 
coming! But furely this can’t be dying, can’t be death ! 
O how afionifhingly is the Lord foitening my paflage ! 
Surely God is too good to fuch a worm ! O fpeed thy 
chariot wheels ! Why are they fo long in coming: I long 
to be gone.” His lafi words were, “* Faith and hope.” 


MEMOIR of Mr. THOMAS BUDDEN, Funior, 
of Blandford, Dorset. who died on Monday, De- 
cember 22, 1794, in the 35th Year of his Age. 


{ In a Letter from his Brother.} 
#& 

UMEROUS engagements prevented me from tranf- 
N mitting, as foon as I could have withed, the ning 
narrative refpecting my deceafed brother. Such as it 1s, 
fubmit it to.your candid infpeCtion, and hope, if you think 
proper to lay it before your Readers, it will be a mean of 
ftirring up fome, and cncouraging others to hold on in the 
ways of the Lord. 

Though he was naturally of a tender and delicate confti- 
tution, yct upon the whole he enjoyed a tolerable good fhare 
of health, tiil about eight or nine yéars previous to his dee 
parture ; when fome alarming fymptoms of a diforder ap- 
peared, which had about a vear before proved fatal to one 
of our dear filers ; who, though cut down in the bloom.o® 
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youth, died, we truft, in the Lord, March 6, 1785. By the 
advice of his phyficians and friends, he went-to the Hot- 
wells, Briftol, in hopes of obtaining relief ; and after a few 
weeks continuance there, he returned home, much improved 
in health and {pirits. ‘Taking notice of this excurfion ina 
diary which he always kept, he fays, “* [fit be the will of 
God, may the means that I am ufing be bleffed to the reftos 
ration of my health and ftrength! or, if he has otherwife 
determined, may I be prepared for all events, efpecially for 
the great and important change ; and be willing to leave the 
world whenever it fhall pleafe God to call me hence! knowe 
ing and firmly belicving that his time is the beft.”” About 
two years after, his former complaint returned, attended 
with a cough, night {weats, and other unfavourable appcar- 
ances ; but he was enabled to bear up under it with amazing 
fortitude and compofure of mind; and frequently did he 
expre{s his entire refignation to the will of his heavenly Fa- 
ther. Lamenting in his diary his inattention to the provi- 
dential favour of God towards him, in returning him fromthe 
Hot-wells, two years before, in health and fafety, ** O how 
foon” fays he, “* does afenfe of the mercies of God wear 
off my-mind ! How do they 


lie, 
Forgotten in unthankfulnefs, 
And witheut praifes die! 


Perhaps God is again afflicting me in the fame way, to con- 
vince me of my fin of ingratitude. _I defire to take fhame 
to myfelf, and bewail it before God. I would likewife re- 
folve in future, in a humbie dependance upon the grace and 
ftrength of Chrift, and the affiftance of his Holy Spirit, (for I 
find my own refolutions and ftre will nat do), to live 
more to the glory of that God, who has done fuch great 
things for me.”” From this indifpofition alfo it pleafed God 
to reftore him and for fome months he continued in the en- 
joyment of his ufual health. In May 1790, he was vifited 
with a fevere fever which confined him to his room abovea 
fortnight ; but, through the goodnefs of God, he was again, 
in a great meafure, recovered. Thefe repeated inftances of 
divine favour he records with peculiar thankfulnefs :— 
“ Verily Ged is a God hearing and anfwefing prayer. I have 
experienced him to be fo, in numberlefs initances, through 
the courfe of one and thirty years. May this encourage me 
to truft in him at all times, to pour out my heart before him, 
and make him my refuge and my portion !” 

In the month of June'1791, we received an account of the 

You. I. M 
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death of our only furviving fitter, which was attended with 
many very affecting circumitances. She went to Briftol for 
the recovery of her health : On her return home, attended 
by her dear partner, on account of her extreme weaknefs, 
fhe was unable to proceed, and was obliged to be taken out 
of the carriage to the firft convenient inn; where, the next 
morning, fhe breathed her foul, we hope, into the hands of 
that Jefus in whom fhe trufted. The laft words fhe was 
heard.to fpeak, were thofe with which that truly devout and 
pious man, the Rev. James Hervey, clofed the {cene of life— 
precious salvation! This awful Providence affected my bro- 
ther very much. In recording it, he fays, “ I truft fhe had 
upon earth experienced what a precious falvation begun 
means; and that-fhe now experiences what a precious falva- 
tion is perfected in eternal glory.” His health being very 
precarious, he was advifed, by his relations and friends, to 
relinquish bufinefs entirely ; which, after folemn and earneft 
prayer to God, he determined to do. In removing to ano- 
ther dwelling he thus expreffed the pious difpofitions of his 
mind: ‘‘ I defire to enter on this new habitation with fer- 
vent prayer to God. that his prefence may reft upon us, as it 
does upon the habitations of the juft. O-may the glory of 
this fecond houfe exceed the glory of the firft ! may it be a 
Bethel, a houfe of God ; and a Profeucha, a houfe of pray- 
er, in which the Lord of Holts delights to dwell.” The 
ftate of his health ftill continued very fluétuating. He com- 
plained much of fhortnefs of breath, attended at times with 
a violent pain in his ftomach. But he was cheerful ; and 
though the outward man decayed from day to day, the in- 
ward man appeared to grow {tronger and flrogger. He had 
fo familiarifed himfelf to the thoughts of death, that he fre- 
quently conyerfed on the awful fubjeét with great compofure 
and ferenity.°. A week or two before Chriflmas laft, there 
was a vifible alteration in his countenance for the worfe, and 
his cough became exceeding troublefome. But ftill he walk- 
ed about, as ufual, and on the Jaft Sabbath but one before he 
died, filied up his place in the houfe of God, where he de- 
lighted to dwell: There it was his earneft wifh to have 
fpent his laft Sabbath, had not his cough been fo painful, 
that he thought it prudent to refrain. He defired, howe- 
ver, that no one of his family might abfent himfelf on his ac- 
count. On this day, while he was confined at home, a friend 
from the country called to fee him ; upon which he came to 
the door, and converfed cheerfully and familiarly with him. 
Neither himfelf nor any of his friends, apprehended his dil- 
folution was fo near, But in the evening, it was remarked, 
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that he exhorted his children, with peculiar earneftnefs, “to 

attend to the concerns of their fouls. ** My dear children,” 
fays he, particularly addrefling himfelf to his two eldeft 

boys, ‘* remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy ; this ts 
God’s day—a day whichhe has peculiarly fet apart for his own 
fervice: Be conflant in your attendance onthe means of grace.” 
Taking up the Bible which lay on the table, “* This,” faid 
he, ‘‘is God’s book ; this is a precious book; efteem itabove all 
others : This is able to make you wife unto falvation.” 
Many other expreffions, of a fimilar kind, he uttered with 
great affection and tendernefs. At his ufual time-here- 
tired. About fix o’ clock the next morning, December 22, 
his wife finding him reftlefs, and his breath very quick, 
afked him if he found himfelf worfe. He replied, ** No ;” 
and added, that, ‘* he fhould be much better could he difen- 
gage the phlegm from his throat.” Again fhe enquired, if 
he was in much pain ; he replied, * Bleffled be God, in no 
pain.” Finding a vifible alteration in him, fhe defired to 
know if the children might be introduced. He affented. 
On their approaching his bed-fide, he extended his arms to- 
wards them ; and, having placed his hands on the head of 
each ofthis two eldeft boys, with eyes lifted upto heaven he 
pronounced this emphatic benediction ; “* The Lord blefs 
thee, and keep thee—the Lord make his face to fhine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee—the Lord lift up his counte- 
nance upon thee, and give thee peace¥!” Thefe were the 
laft words he was heard diftin@ly to utter: For when his 
wife returned from the children, who had left the room, fhe 
found him juft departing ; and, in a few moments, his hap- 
py {pirit took its flight to the regions of immortality. 

Such was the peaceful end of one who feared the Lord 
from his youth: And may not the words of the Pfalmift be 
truly applied to him, Mark the perfeét man, and behold the 
upright, for the end of that man is peace +. 

What encouragement and confolation muft a devout foul 
receive, on vifiting the dying chambers of thofe who have 
thus given themfelves up to the Lord ! With great propriety 
does Dr. Young fay, in the moft ftriking and beautiful man- 
ner of expreflion. 

“ The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
Is privileg’d beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life—-quite on the verge of heay’n.” 


How muft it animate the Chriflian to go forward, and per. 


’ 
* Numb. vi. 24——-26. + Palm, xxxyii. 57. 
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fevere in the good ways of God, when, flanding by the bed 
of a dying faint, he beholds him refigning, with compofure, 
his departing foul into the hands of Jefus ; faying, with the 
Apoftle, “I know whom I have believed ; and I am per- 
fuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him againft that day f.” Though the children of God 
do not always enjoy fuch confidence when walking through 
the valley of the fhadow of death, yet truly it {hall be well 
with the righteous. Grant therefore, O Lord, that I may 
be a fincere profeffor of religion, and a partaker of thy grace ; 
that, when it fhall be my turn to combat with the king of 
terrors, I alfo may be vitorious ! 

On the morning of the 28th of December, the firft Sab- 
bath after his deceafe, the mortal remains of my dear bro- 
ther were commited to the filent tomb. Two moft excellent 
and furable difcourfes were delivered on the occafion, by 
his worthy paftor, the rev. Mr. Field. The morning dif- 
courfe was from, Pfalm xii. 1. Help, Lord, for the godly 
man ceafeth ; for the faithful fail from among the children 
of men.” And that in the afternoon, from Phil. i. 23, 
** For I am ima ftrait betwixt two, having a defire to depart, 
and to be with Chrift, which is far better.”” The church of 
Chrift at Blanford, have reafon to mourn his lofs, being de- 
prived of a truly valuable member. They are witnefles of 
his-earneft and affeftionate prayers with them and for them ; 
his folicitows concern for the revival of religion among them; 
and the pains he took to promote the caufe and intereft of the 
dear Redeemer in that fociety to which he belonged. Ina 
letter received from him, dated December 15, but one week 
before he died, relating fome matters which had been re- 
cently difcuffed at a veftry meeting, he thus exprefles him- 
felf, “I hope that all circumftances refpedting us, as a church 
and congregation, will be ordered in infinite mercy, and that 
there will be no divilions among us, but that we may be per- 
fe&tly joined together in the fame mind, and in the fame 
judgment. It is my earneft prayer, that whatever means 
be made ufe of for increafing the congregation,—for adding 
té the church, and bringing fouls to Chrift : that the Gofpel 
may fpread far and wide, that the kingdom of Chrift may be 
advanced, and that the number of real converts may every 
where increafe.” In the latter part of this letter, mention- 
ing the indifferent flate of his health, he adds, “* My health 
continues very poorly ; my breath is fo very flort, that it is 
with difficulty I can walk up to my chamber. May God, ir 


+ 2 Tim. i. 12. 
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whofe hand by breath is, fit me for his whole will! We have 
all fomething here, to teach us this is not our reft. May we 
feek that reft which remains for the people of God!” I 
quote this to fhow the conftant difpofition of his mind. Ve- 
ty few letters I received from him, but were interfperfed with 
ferious reflections ; and, I hope, I have reafon to blefs God 
for the many valuable remarks they contain. I have. been 
favoured with a fight of a correfpondence he maintained 
witha Mr. James Simms, of Bridport, Dorfet, who died 
in the Lord about nine years ago. The letters that paffed 
between them are truly valuable: and difcover that genuine 
fpirit of vital Chriftianity, and real favour for the things of 
God, which will be more or lefs manifeft im all thofe 
who are truly renewed by divine grace. Onthe 1ft of Janu 
ary 1782, he drew up a covenant or written dedication of 
himfelt to God, which concludes thus, “* Being, through the 
divine goodnefs, entered on the peg inte of a new year, on 
full confideration and ferious reflection, I have this day en- 
tered into covenant with God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, as my covenant God and Father. May this cove- 
nant which I have made on earth, be ratified in heaven !” 


———— @ aa 


The happy death of Thomas Brown, of Knaresbo- 
rough, who died 12th May, 1794. 


HIS poor man became a monument of grace at the clofe 
- of his days, after a life of fixty-one years fpent in the 
fervice of fin and fatan. 

It fhould feem, that feveral months before his illnefs, 
which brought him to*the grave, he had felt the pungent 
accufations of a guilty confcience ; and probably its clamor- 
ous, pointed, and powerful fuggeftions may beft account for 
a tormenting fenfation of mind, which he expreffled by the 
words of—Having fatan continually about him. This ap- 
peared however, to have a happy effect, as it evidently re- 
{trained him from fome of thofe evil praétices, which by 
long ufe, had become habitual. But it was referved for a 
waiting complaint of body, as a mean in the hands of God, to 
give him fomething like ajuft fenfe of his guilt and danger, 
‘Though far from intelligent, having been brought up in ig- 
norance of every thing but juft to get an honeft livelihood, . 
he did not want words to make us fenfible that he found 
himfclf a wretched condemned finner, and that it was out of 
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his power to make himfelf otherwife.. With this view of 
his cafe, his very foul was frequently oppreffed and over- 
whelmed with forrow and fear ; and though hardened and in. 
fenfible in the extreme before, having little doubt of the 
fafety of his ftate, like many others, the moft pleafing figns 
of fenfibility and genuine contrition of fpirit now dropt from 
his lips, and ran in torrents from hiseyes. He faw himfelf, 
to his ewn apprehenfion, for ever loft ; and begged night 
and day like a condemned criminal for his life, at the foot- 
ftool of divine mercy. ‘The flubbornnefs and {tout hearted- 
neis of his former days were indeed happily changed through 
grace, for that poverty of {pirit and humility, and felf-abafe- 


ment of foul, to which fo many promifes are made, and which . 


form fuch fatisfactory proof of a gracious work cf God. It 
feemed impoflible to give him relief, by endeavouring to per- 
fuade him that his fate was lefs dangerous than he appre- 
hended, or his iniquity lefs aggravating than what he repre- 
fented it tobe. Hisconvidtions were too {piritual and pow- 
erful to be overcome by fuch vain and dangerous reafoning, 
and his maladies too obftinate to yield to fuch feeble reme- 
dies ; nothing but the pardoning mercy of God could fatis- 
fy his confcience ; and from this, his anxiety and concern 
were not to be diverted. His extreme weaknefs of body, 
and the load of affliction with which he was burdened,became 
notwithftanding now and then ftrong temptations to impa- 
tience and haftinefs to thofe about him; but fuch was Pig 
tendernefs and fenfibility of confcience, and his knowledge 
of the evil of fin, in what many would deem in fuch circum- 
ftances unavoidable human frailties, that if he were over- 
taken in this manner, his grief was proportionably renewed, 
and the anguifh and bitternefs of his foul concealed from 
none. He did, indeed, confefs his tranfgreffions and lament 
his fin in the moft unequivocal and humiliating terms. All 
this time he.was 2 broken-hearted finner, and a diligent feek- 
er of mercy, which was a period of about a fortnight or three 
weeks continuance. The knowledge of forgiving mercy 
was yet behind, of which thefe fymptoms of contrition and 
repentance are the ufual and almoft certain forerunners. A 
few days, however, before his deceafe, it pleafed God to 
hear his prayer, and to fatisfy him in a manner he never fup- 
pofed pofhble till now, that his cafe was not only not beyond 
the reach of mercy, but that his foul was accepted through 
the atonement of Chrift for him, and his iniquity done away. 
Though much impropriety of language was mixed with his 
defcription of this bleffed change, it required very little pene - 
tration to perceive that it was no delufion, and no impoiition. 
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His fimplicity and honefty were more difcoverable than he 
intended they thould be, while he told the pleafant tale of a 

racious vilit from the Lord ; to one who had felt 
the fame fenfations, by an experience of the fame grace, 
it could not fail to approve itfelf as genuine, and to 
revive fome of thofe reflections which had formerly arifen 
from a fimilar ftate of mind, and had accompanied a fimilar 
cafe. His heart was elevated with joy, in the meafure in 
which it had been funk and depreffed by the fear of deferved 
wrath. The fenfations of bodily pain were gone. with his 
burden of confcious guilt, and with the {trong and almoft im- 
vincible temptations to defpair; and the mourning finner 
was loft in the joyous and happy faint. It may fuffice to fay, 
he had found all he wanted in the dilcovery of a gracious, 
-all-fufficient Saviour; and his joy on the occafion could not be 
exceeded by that of a condemned malefator, at the news of 
a pardon under the fataltree. {It wasalfo, not only abuns 
dant, but rational and well founded: It was pure, fpiritual 
and full of glory. He knew the beft comment on thofe 
words of the Apoitle, “* How much more shall the blood of 
Ghrist, who through the eternal spirit offered himself without 
spot to God, purge your consciences from dead works,” and 
was enabled to preferve and exemplify the fweet influence 
of fuch confolatory fentiments to a cafe like his, to the laft. 
Previous to this, whenever he was reminded of his iniquity, 
his anguifh of foul appeared unutterable ; and now, every 
remark upon the love of Chrift, in dying for finners like him. 
felf, affe€ted him to the fame degree, but in another form, 
He feemed at a lofs to make us fenfible what a view he had 
of that furprifing grace. When his wife, who was able to 
fhare in his joy,by having gone through fomething of the fame 
{cene, deprefled her tender. feeling for his afflicted body, his 
inftant and unpremeditated reply fhowed how little he 
thought about it, and how much his mind was otherwife en- 
gaged. ‘*T have not enough fuffering trom Chritt,” fays he, 
** Y could bear as much again with pleafure. He has been 
with me all the night, and I have prayed to him, and cons 
verfed with him as if he ftood there,” pointing to his bed- 
fide. To many pious Chriftians, this language to favour of 
enthufiafm ; but what the writer of this ariicle has experien- 
ced of the fame kind, will warrant him to give it another 
name correspondent with, if not illuftrative of the words o* 
the Pfalmitt,— The Lord is nigh to them that callupoa him 
in truth. He often attempted to defcribe the precioufneis 
of Chrift, and to fpeak highly of him ; but his language was 
too imperfect to be copied verbatim ; and the fenti:ments 
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and fenfations of gratitude, love, pleafure, and peace, were 
perhaps better expreiled in his countenance, than by his 
words. He faid more than once, he fhould foon be with 
Chrift, and he longed to be gone, that he might love and 
praife him better ; that he could give all his family up to the 
Lord, and leave them in his hands with great fatisfaétion. 
Being afked juft before his removal, how he felt his mind, 
he replied, Quite happy in Chrift ; and his very appearance 
teftified the fame. With this comfortable frame of mind 
he fell afleep, and breathed fortl his fpirit into the hands of 
his gracious Saviour, without the leaft vifible fymptoms of 
pain or uneafinei(s. 

It was particularly pleafing to hear a man fo exceedingly illi- 
terate,able to fayany thing intelligible onafubject foheavenly 
and fublime,as the love of Chrift fhed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghotft ; and not lefs fo, for one that feldom {poke in his 
family with temper, to appear teachable, gentle, and meek 
as alittle child. But what cannot the grace of Chrift effe& 
in the moft unpromifing fubjects? And if thefe be not its 
effefts, and the fure tokens of a new heart thereby, what 
probable caufe can we aflign for them, or in what way muft we 
account for them? Has philofophy ever been known to 


change a finner into a faint ; or a proud, peevith, ill-natured 
being into a character the very reverfe ? or rather to infpire 
amiable tempers and chriftian graces, without the medium 
of reading, dtudy, and erudition? I trow not fo much : Then 
has the Gofpel the advantage of this idolized phantom, and 
the man that knows and feels it, though a way-faring man 
and a fool, the fuperiority of a mere moral philofopher ;— 


May but this grace my foul renew, 

Let fceptics gaze and hate me too ; 
Their boafted, vain, and reas’ning fcheme 
Has no fuch efficacious claim. 
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A MEMOIR of the Bord?s gracious Dealings with ELIZA. 
BETH LASKEY, late of Ray-street, Clerkenwell ; who 
departed to a blessed Immortahty, on Thursday April 2, 
1795, in the Sixty-fourth Year of her Age. 


DIVINE Grace produces in the heart the moft benign and ge- 
herous principles: It teaches its happy poffeffor to weep 
with them that weep, and to rejoice with them that rejoice. 
Next to the fenfible prefence of the Holy Spirit en the foul, 
the believer cannot enjoy a more exalted pleafure, than in 
feeing ignorant finners brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and fuffering faints fupported and comforted in their 
various tribulations. To fuch as are experimentally ac- 
quainted with the truth of this remark, the following Nar- 
rative will not be unacceptable ; It contains a brief account 
of the Lord’s goodnefs fo one, who, though very poor and 
needy among men, was divinely enriched from her Saviour’s 
fullnefs,“’and is now beholding his face without a vail. 


LIZABETH LASKEY, whofe experience is the fub- 
E, ject of thefe few pages, was born at Fowey in Corn- 
wall, m the year 1731. She continued in that awful ftate of 
enmity and ignorance, in which all are by nature involved, 
until the month of April 1785 ; when it pleafed God, by the 
grace of his Holy Spirit, to convince her of her need of Je- 
tus, as a Saviour, in a very remarkable manner. The Lord, 
who had fome time before taken her hufband, faw fit to lay 
his affii¢cting hand upon her only fon, a child between five 
and fix years of age ; and the ficknefs proved unte death. 
A few days before his deceafe, the poor boy was particularly 
defirous of feeing a gracious woman, who had been a kind 
friend to his mother ; but he was told it would be in vain to 
go for her then, as fhe was gone to Spa-field chapel (the 
pla ice of worfhip which the cont apethy attended) : On which, 
looking earneftly on his mother, he faid, “* Mother, have 
you no God ?” ‘+ Yes, my dear !” fhe replied. ‘© Then,”’ 
faid he, “ why have you never told me.of him? Why don’t 
vou go and ferve himas Mrs. E. does [—~Do, mother, when 
Tam dead, go where she goes, and serve her God!” Qn Mrs. 
¥..’s return from chapel, fhe came and ipake to the little futs 
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ferer concerning Jefus, the finner’s friend. He liftened to 
her with deep attention and apparent joy. In a few days 
after, he was taken to the bofom of that compaffionate Sa. 
viour, ** who gathers the lambs in his arms—and even out 
of the mouths of babes and fucklings ordaineth ftrength.” 

On the Sunday after the child’s departure, Mrs. E. kindly 
came to condole with the afflicted mother, and faid to her, 
** Now I hope you will fulfil the dying requeft of your child, 
and go with your burden of trouble to the houfe of God.” — 
With this requeft fhe complied, and went in the evening to 
Spa-field chapel. The minifter was led to difcourfe upon 
the words of Jefus to the woman of Samaria,—‘‘ Whofoever 
drinketh of this water fhall thirft again; but whofoever 
fhall drink of the water that I fhall give him, fhall never 
thirft,” &c. The impreffions which the received from the 
Lord under the fermon are only to be conceived of by thofe 
who can experimentally fay, ‘* He told me all that ever I 
did !—Is not this the Chrift?” ‘“* Then it was,” faid the, 
{peaking ofthis event with a grateful heart and weeping eyes, 
“I firit faw my fins to be exceeding finful, and felt the ne- 
ceflity of deliverance from them by the free grace of my Sa- 
viour ! It appeared to me as if I was fingled out from the 
reft of the congregation; end fo exattly was the preacher led 
to defcribe my cafe, that, until I was affured to the contra- 
ry, I could not but think that Mrs. E. had been with him, 
and told him all my palt conduct and my prefent circum. 
ftances. I faw my loft and undone condition as a finner ; 
and, when the minifter was fetting forth the free love of Je- 
fus, in beftowing his falvation, with all its bleflings, upon the 
poor and the perithing, without money or price, my heart 
fent up many fecret crics that I might be permitted to drink 
of the fountain of life,—that I might thirft no more after fin- 
ful cbjeéts ; and, I truft, before the clofe of the fervice, the 
Lord gave me encouragement to look unto him, poor and 
vile as I was, for pardon and life. On my return home,” 
added fhe, “* I kiffed the cold lips of my dear boy’s corpfe, 
and kneeling down, blcfied that God who put it into his heart 
to direét me where to go for comfort, when he fhould be ta- 
ken from me.” ‘Thus was that good word fulfilled in her 
experience— In that day fhall the deaf hear the words of 
the book, and the eyes of the blind fhall fee out of obfcurity, 
and put of darknefs : The meek, alfo, fhall increafe their joy 
in the Lord ; and the poor among men {hall rejoice in the 
Holy One of Ifrael.” 

From the above period, fhe became a clofe attendant up- 
en the means of grace, and was foonafterled into the liberty 
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of the Gofpel, fo that the couldcheerfully adopt the language, 
of David, and fay, ‘* Come and hear, all ye that love God, 
and I will declare what he hath done for my foul.” 

Such is the mercy with which our heavenly Father tem- 
pers the fevereft of his difpenfations, that, though deprived 
of her hufband, and the fon of her tender love, fhe had yet 
one earthly comfort left, an only daughter, who was about 
eighteen years old atthe timeof her brother’s deceafe. This 
affectionate child had been to her mother what Ruth was to 
good old Naomi, the faithful partner of her deep diftrefs ; 
having, from her twelfth year, laboured haid to footh the 
rugged path which Providence had appointed them to tread. 
But as yet fhe knew not the Lord Jefus Chrift. On her behalf 
many prayers and tears were poured out before the throne of 
mercy: Nor were they long unanfwered ; for foon after, it 
pleafed him, “ who hath the key of David, who openeth and 
no man fhutteth,” to open her heart under the preaching of 
his word, as he did that of Lydia of old, to attend to the 
things pertaining to falvation. From this time, the poor 
habitation in which they dwelt became a Bethel ; and often 
were their hearts uniting in thankful praifes to God, when 
they had very little, and fometimes nothing wherewith to re- 
frefh their bodies. Happy fouls!—They knew the truth of So- 
lomon’s words : “ Better is a dinner of herbs were love is, 
than a ftalled.ox and hatred therewith.” 


‘* Though meanly clad, and coarfely fed, 
And, like their Saviour, poor ; 

They would not change their Gofpel bread, 
For all the worldling’s ftore. 


Thus did they go on in the delightful fellowfhip of the 
Gofpel for about four years ; when death had his coms 
miffion to feperate them fora feafon. This beloved daugh- 
ter, dear by the ties of nature, but ftill dearer by the indif- 
foluble ties of grace, was called to her eternal reft, in the 
twenty-fecond year of her age, having left a blefifed teftimony 
that fhe had not believed in vain. 

The afflicted parent, feeing her laft earthly comfort €x- 
pire, and being deprived of the ftaff of her age at amoment 
when fhe wanted it moft, was {9 oppreffed by the fuggeftions 
of Satan, and the remaining corruptions of her heart, that for 
about fix weeks fhe was reduced to the brink of defpair. 
Under thefe circumftances, fhe went one evening to the Rev. 
Mr. Willis’s fociety (of which fhe was fome years a mem- 
ber), when it fo happened that he gave an exhortation on 
Pfalm cxxxviii. 1, 2, 3. I will praife thee with my 
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whole heart ; before the gods wiil I fing praife unto thee. 
I wiil worfhip towards thy holy temple, and praife thy name 
for thy loving-kindnefs and thy truth ; for thou haft magni. 
hed thy word above all thy name : Inthe day when I cried, 
thou anfweredit me, and ftrengthened{t me with flrength in 
my foul.”” From that memorable night, fo divinely was 
her foul fet at liberty, that doubts and fears were no more 
fuffered to prevail: So true is that word, “* Weeping may en. 
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Let 
the Chriftian pilgrim, therefore, expect, whil# in this vale 
of tears, to meet with pilgrim’s fare. His feverett trials 
often lead to his brighteft enjoyments, and his happieft mo- 
ments frequently are the forerunners of his fharpeft exercifes. 
Thus it was with our departed filter. She had been for 
fome years affiicted with a bleeding cancer on the fide of her 
neck, and fhortly after the Lord had fo gracioufly raifed 
her from the borders of defpair, fhe was confined to her room 
to go Outno more. For, in the month of November 1789, 
her diforder arifing to fuch an height that a vefiel in her 
neck burft, fhe bled inceffantly for feveral hours, fo that it 
was expected fhe could not long furvive. It pleafed God, 
however, to revive her in fome degree ; though from that 
time he#right arm withered, and became totally ufelefs. 
Sharp as thefe afflictions were, fhe was not permitted to mur- 
mur; on the contrary, fhe could habitually fay, through 
infinite grace,— 


“* My Father’s hand prepares the cup ; 
And what he wills is beft.’’ 


Yea, fo fweetly did fhe fpeak of the love of Jefus, that her con- 
verfation was delightful both to minifters and private Chrifti- 
And fo kind was the Lord, that he 
not only gave her large fupplies of grace for her foul, but he 
fo inclined the hearts of his people to minifter to her necefh- 
ties that fhe was never deftitute of fuch relief as the nature 
of her fituation required. 

To hear her dwell upon the glory and precioufnefs of Je- 
fus, was truly refrefhing. Even when agonizing with the 
moft acute pains of body, fhe would cry out, in the language 
of grateful admiration, “‘ Let none defpair of mercy, fince If 
am not denied it ! Let no poor finner fear to come to Jefus, 
fince he has received one fo guilty and worthlefs ag I am? 


‘© O may I never once forget 

What a poor worm | am ; 
From death and hell redeem’d by blood, 
The blood of God’s dear Lamb.” 
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«I jong to be with my Jefus !” 


‘“‘ How long, dear Saviour, O how iong 
Will that bright hour delay ? 

Fly {wiftly round, ye wheels of Time, 
And bring the welcome day.” 


Then, as if chiding her impatience, fhe would fay, 


“ Taprry his leifure then, 
Although he feems to ftay ; 

A moment’s intercourfe with him 
‘Thy griefs will overpay. 


“ Bleft is the man, O Lord, 
That ftays himfelf on thee ; 
Who waits for thy falvation, Lord, 
Shall thy falvation fee.” 


The paflages of f{cripture particularly bleffed to her foul, 
were the 43d and 51 of Ifaiah——the 537th of Ezekiel—the 
rth of Micah : and efpecially that precious text, Heb. xiii. 5. 
“ I will never leave thee nor forfake thee !”-~—a promife fo 
remarkably-fulfilled to her, even as to temporal fupplies, that 
though on the 5th of November 1789, wien the Lord was 
pleafed to lay her on her fick bed, fhe had not one penny in 
the world, yet during her long and painful illnefs the never 
knew the want of any neceflary.comtort. “ This (fhe thank- 
fully faid) is the wonderful mercy of my God ; and 


‘‘ *Tis his daily care, his helplefs fheep to feed, 
To purify their {potted fouls, and tend and gently lead.” 


“ My Lord knows that I want purifying, and I am fure that 
when I am tried I fhall come forth as gold, for he hath given 
me that good word of promife to reft upon, “* Thou fhalt 
come to thy grave in a full age, like as a fhock of corn co- 
meth in, in his feafon.” (Job, v. 26.)—‘ The Lord is my 
light and my falvation, whom fhall I fear ?—the Lord is the 
ftrength of my life, of whom then fhall I be afraid !”— 
“ Yea, my Maker is my hufband, the Lord of hofts is his 
name.” Then addrefling thofe who were around her bed, 
the faid, I love you all, my dear chriftian friends ; but I long 
to leave you, that I may go to the prefence of Jefus. 


‘“ And when to that bright world I rife, 
And join the anthems in the fkies ; 
Abovethe reft, this note fhall fwell, 

My Jefus bath done all things well.” 
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On another occafion, when the writer of this memoir 
came to vifit her, fhe faid with much earnedftnefs, O my dear 
father, I longed to fee you once more, to tell you how good 
my Jefus isto me. My pains of body are unutterable, but 
his prefence is fo continually with me, that I drink of the 
cup of full affurance of my intereft in his love. I have not a 
remaining doubt on my mind.—O tell to all around, that the 
Lord has been, and ftill is, fo good to me, an unworthy fin- 
ner, that I can look death in the face with joy. I long for the 
welcome meffenger toclofe my eyes on this world, that I may 
fee Jefus as he is. 

Being for fome time time before her death incapable of ta- 
king any thing but liquids, fhe was almoft réduced to a fke- 
leton. Nor was it without much difficulty that the could ut- 
terafentence. The placid fmile, however, which appeared 
on her countenance, fufficiently indicated the inward peace 
of her mind, and the ardent longings of her foul for immor- 
tality. When enabled to drop a word or two, fhe would 
fay, ‘‘ Lamhappily content”—“ PreciousJefus ! not my will, 
but thine be done”—“ I am folidly happy, not a doubt or a 
cloud left” Come, O my Saviour, come away.””—In one 
of my laft interviews with her fhe faid, ‘* You will foon hear 
of my departure, and then rejoice-Come, Lord Jefus, come 
quickly !” 

At length the long-wifhed-for day arrived. On Thurf- 
day Aprii 2d, 1795, fhe was called to leave this vale of tears. 
The approach of death, of which fhe was perfectly fenfible, 
inftead of alarming her fears, excited more fervent defires 
to be with Jefus. And having, like the dying Patriarch fo- 
lemnly bleffed thofe around her, with a gentle figh fhe breath- 
ed out her foul into the bofom of her God and Saviour. At 
her own requeft her remains were interred in Bunhill Fields, 
where a funeral oration was delivered upon the occafion to a 
numerous and affeéted auditory. : 

‘* Blefled are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 
forth ; yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reft from their 
Jabours, and their works do follew.” 


April 10th, 1795. Jj. A. K, 
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MEMOIRS OF MR. SHRUBSOLE. 









































Rev. Sir, 


HE Biographical Repofitory in the Evangedical Ma- 
je et prefents fuch an excellent exhibition of Chrif- 
tian character and conqueft, as the Great Apoftle of the 
Gentiles pointed at when he thus addrefled the believing 
Hebrews, ‘“‘ Be ye followers of them who, through faith and 
patience, inherit the promifes.”” 

It is with a very mournful pleafure that, agreeably to the 
requeft of many friends, I am about to add to the lift of ve- 
nerable names which adorn your Mifcellany, and to the 
teftimonies of eminent piety and ufefulnefs which delight - 
your readers, the name, and a few memoirs, of the late Rey. 
William Shrubfole, of Sheernefs. He once accounted it an 
honour to be enrolled among the Patrons of this Magazine, 
and with pleafure aflifted to fupport it: It is therefore but 
juft, that the work, which has been often indebted to him 
for his benevolent exertions, fhould now gratefully record 
the memorial of his piety and virtue. . 

Mr. SuHrussoLe was born at Sandwich, on the 7th of 
April, 1729. His parents were honeft and induftrious. 
When he was about eight years of age they placed him in 
the Town School, and, after a few years inftruction, he was 
taken from thence to work at his father’s bufinefs, making 
malt. In February, 1743, he was apprenticed to Mr. George 
Cook, a thipwright at Sheernefs ; and Divine Providence 
fo direéted that this important engagement was concluded 
without the ufual time of trial. Had it been otherwife, he 
has often remarked he fhould certainly have returned to his 
parents, as his grief at parting was exceflive, 

Mr. S. was early inclined to reading, efpecially of voyages, 
travels, and romances: He was alfo much additted to 
playing at cards, and other games of chance. Thefe difpo- 
fitions he brought with him to Sheernefs ; and, as the means 
of indulging them were greater than at Sandwich, they were 
fought after with keener avidity, and enjoyed with increafing 
delight. | 

His career in vice foon became very rapid and alarming ; 
but it was attended with fuch checks of confcience, and fuch 
reflections on eternity, as frequently made him trembk. 
When in bed this,awful fubiect would ftrongly imprefs his 
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mind. At fuch times he would fay to himfelf, “* What! 


never any more Sheernefs !——-No more fhipping !—No more 


the pleafures and occupations of life! What,never! never! j 


never!” Thus he reflected, till his foul was filled with con. 
fufion and terror ; and he would then fhrink down into his 
bed, feek for fleep, and earneftly wifh for the morning, that 
he might renew his bufinefs and lofe his dreadful appre. 
henfions. 

He had feveral narrow efcapes from fudden and violent 
death. Once he fell from the fide of a fhip then on the 
ftocks, and was preferved by a fcaffoid, at fome diftance from 
the ground. At another time, he fell headlong from the 
fide of awharf into a dock, among feveral boats and lighters : 
Had he ftruck againft any of them, he mutt have been inftant- 
ly killed ; but he fell between them into the water. Thefe, 
and feveral other deliverances of a fimilar nature, he experi- 
enced ; but the goodnefs of God made no imprefhon on his 
mind, nor did the uneafinefs and terror he felt, when re- 
fle&ting on eternity, produce any conviction of fin. 

Thus he continued, ftained with many black fpots of daring 
tranfgreffion, till God, who preferves before he calls, was 
pleafed to thew him the vanity and uncertainty of worldly 
connexions, by removing from Sheernefs, in the fummer 
of 1749, a young woman who was the idol of his affections. 

About this time, on ayholiday, he cafually took up a folio 
volume, written by Ifaac Ambrofe ; He opened it and began 
to read that part of it, which treats of “ looking to Fesus,” as 
carrying on the work of man’s falvation in his death. He 
was much affected at the relation of the fufferings of Chrift, 
and fenfibly interefted at the enquiry which the author makes, 
Who were the perfons that brought the divine Sufferer into 
fo much diftrefs? “ I was convinced,” he faid, ‘‘ that I was 
deeply concerned in that horrid tranfaélion ; and from this 
cme I date, the Lord firft penetrated my datk mind, with 
the dawn of heavenly light and falvation.” 

After this, he was frequently in tears under a fenfe of 
Fetus’ love, and began earneftly to pray for the pardon of 


his fins. : Fhe firft text of Scripture that was impreffed on. 


his mfhd was, ** For unto us a child is born,” &c. Thefe 
words afforded him heavenly peace ; his fears were al! 
calmed, and his foul filled with animating hope. He im- 
mediately relinquiihed his finful companions, and carnal! 
pleafures became infipid. He now fpent his time in reading, 
meditation and prayer. So confcientious was he in the lat- 
ter exercife, that if he happened to fleep too long in the 
morning, and was therefore obliged to ge to the public ct- 
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fice without performing his accuftomed worfhip, he would 
afterwards either return to his chamber, or fhut himfelf 
among fhavings and chips, to bow his knee to God, and to 
beg his blefiing for the day. 

Though his affections were fo tender, and his piety fo 
warm, yet his judgment was very weak and erroneous con- 
cerning fome of the doctrines of the Gofpel. In a difpute 
which he held with one of his friends, he endeavored to re- 
concile the feeming difference between St. Paul and St. 
James, by ftrenuoully aflerting, ‘* That we were juftified by 
faith, and fanétified by works:” But the reading of Luther 
on the Galatians deeply humbled him for his ignoranee, and 
led him to pray earneltly to God for His profitable teaching. 
He foon affociated with a few pious perfons, who uled to 
meet on a Sunday afternoon to read and pray ; and imme- 
diately began to tafte thofe facred pleafures which he after- 
wards more fully enjoyed in religious fociety. Befides this, 
a foundation was here laid for that eminent and extenfive 
ufefulnefs, which, in his minifterial capacity, he afterwards 
fo remarkably attainded to. 

In thefe days, the Scriptures were very precious to him. 
He viewed=them as fields of delight, and valued them as 
mines of treafure. His meditations were frequent and 
fweet, and he began to write down his thoughts on differ- 
ent paffages. In this practice hegfound great enlargement 
of heart, and warm affe¢tion to Chrift and heavenly things. 
He alfo began to keep a diary, that he might particularly 
remark God’s gracious dealings with him, which he conti- 
nued from July 1750 to March 1752. From this journal it 
appears, that in his converfation the Lord was pleafed to 
open his heart, as he did Lydia’s and firlt to blefs him with 
many gracious manifeftations of his love, before he fhewed 
him the defperate wickednefs of his heart and the awtul de- 
pravity of his nature. T hefe, however, were atterwards 
fhewn him in fuch a convincing manner, that he almott 
fainted at the fight and defpaired of deliverance: Yet he was 
enabled to believe that God had certainly began a good work 
in him ; and to conclude that he would carry iton and fi- 
nifh it, in his own time, and for his own glory. 2 

In the year 1752, he was much importuned by the fmall 
Society, before {poken of, to pray among them ; and foon 
afterw ards was appointed to read a fermon, in public, on 
Sunday mornings and evenings, in a large room, w hich was 
appropriated to the worfhip of God. This, his humble ¢p- 
trance on public work, was attended with preat inward con- 
flict, arifing prilficip ally from his natural timidity, which 
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was fo great, that he ufed to think he fhould never fo fur. 
mount it as to be able to perform any public exercife with 
freedom and propriety. Fearing that this weaknefs would 
greatly difconcert him, if not quite prevent his proceeding, 
he determined to begin with a form of prayer ; which he 
actually made and ufed, from the prayers of the Eftablifhed 
Church and other books of devotion. But after fome time, 
his trembling fits abating, he began to depend lefs on his 
forms ; and at laft quite threw them afide. 

The places in which divine worfhip had been carried on, 
having been found incommodious in their capacity, and pre- 
carious in their tenure, the Society determined to build a 
meeting; and in 1763 a houfe for God was ereéted and 
opened, which would conveniently hold three hundred per- 
fons. In this place, when no fupply of Minifters could be 
obtained, Mr. S, continued to read and pray till 1766 ; and, 
though frequently importuned, it is probable he would not 
have proceeded any farther in the Minifterial work, but for 
the prefumptuous and violent oppofition which himfelf and 
the Society met with from a preacher in Mr. Wefley’s con- 
nexion; who, even from the pulpit, preferred charges againft 
them, of a nature exceedingly injurious to their credit as 
men, and their charaéters as Chriftians. 

Mr. S. feems to have been roufed by this treatment to af- 
fert the purity of his priggiples and the reCtitude of his prac- 
tice, in a more public and decifive way than he had ever be- 
fore done: Yet, he entered on his Minifterial courfe with 
that modefty and humility which diftinguithed all his con- 
dué&. His firft eflay was to explain to the Society, St. Paul’s 
Epiftle to the Galatians ; and this exercife met with fo much 
encouragement, that they were not contented to hear him in 
private, but earneftly befought him to expound publickly on 
Sunday mornings: This requeft, however, greatly embar- 
rafied him, as he feared that the prefence of allarge congre- 
gation would quite confound him ; and that by fo publica 
procedure he fhould for ever forfeit the promotion which he 
expected in the dock-yard. 

While thefe things agitated his mind, Providence was 
pleafed to give him a fpecimen of its regard for his tem- 
poral intereft: He obtained the promotion which he fought 
for, fo that his fears of this nature were removed; but his 
timidity made him refift the moft importunate defires of the 
Society for fome time. At length he confented to preach 
on the Lord’s day mornings, but begged that he might read 
a fermon in the evenings, as the congregation was by much 
the largeft at thofe feafons. Thus diffidemgly and gradually 
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he proceeded, till, being encouraged by increafing appro 
bation, and animated by evident fuccefs; he fpake both 
mornings and evenings, and read the fermons of others no 
longer. - nt 
He proceeded in a public courfe of preaching the Gofpel: 

with great freedom, and very foon received invitations -to 
vifit Chatham, Gravefend, and other places in Kent. Thus 
his {phere of aétion was greatly enlarged, and the Lord 
gave many teftimonies that his endeavours to be ufeful in: 
his caufe were acceptable and fuccefsful. Yet he was often: 
difheartened with apprehenfions that he was fet too forward 
in the minifterial office, and was not cailed of God to preach 
his Gofpel. Thefe reflections much oppreffed his mind 
one Sabbath evening, after having preached at Gravefend, 
and as he was walking from thence to Chatham. While he 
was on the road, he was overtaken by a perfon, who accof- 
ted him with much refpect, and who feemed greatly pleafed 
at having an opportunity of converfing with him. Mr, S. 
made a return of civility to the gentleman, adding that he. 
did notknow him. “ But, fir,” faid the ftranger, ** I know 
you well. You were made the means, under God, of m 
foul’s obtaining a great biefling when you laft preached at 
Chatham.” ‘This declaration, coming fo opportunely, was 
of great fervice to filence his cavils, and make the remain- 
der of his walk quite comfortable 

- As his reading became more general, he was much in- 
fefted with deiftical thoughts ; and though he had preached 
the word of God for fome years, he was often terribly af- 
faulted with doubts of the truth of the Chriftian religion. 
‘This confli&t occafioned him to feel the keeneft agonies of 
foul; and he has well defcribed what he felt at thefe fea- 
fons in his Chriftian Memoirs, where Probus is confined 
in the Caftle of Scepticifm. To remedy this evil he had 
recourfe to the beft authors, and well confidered the argu- 
ments that were ufed on both fides of the queftion: This 
foon convinced his judgment of the weaknefs of the free- 
thinking caufe, but his faith was not fufficiently ftrong to 
improve the conviétion for the peace of his mind. Then, 
with many tears, he ufed to cry, ‘* Lord, I believe; help 
thou my unbelief!” And it pleafed God fo to fhine on his 
underitanding, and to influence his foul, that his faith 
grew ftrong and folid; and, except in the inftance now . 
about to be mentioned, thefe {ceptical notions gave him no 
more uneafinefs. _T 

In September 1769, Mr. S. was feized with a fever of 

the mott feveregand afflictive kind, In the early part of 
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ris illnefs his foul was overclouded with great darknefs, 
und the fear of death brought him into grievous bondage. 
This ftate was fucceeded by a delirium of three days con- 
tinuance, in which his mind was alternately amufed with 
the fcenes of pleafure, or convulfed with the agonies of 
defpair. He feemed engaged in a feries of very remarkable 
events; and he related ail that he experienced with won- 
derful connexion, and with the moft accute fecling. Aboit 
noon, onthe third day of his delirium, he lay in flrong 
convulfions; and was expected- by the Phyficians and his 
iriends to be very near death. All about him were bathed 
in tears; and his own foul was enduring the moft horrible 
conflicts with the powers of darknefs. The univerfe leemed 
on the point of deftruction, and all the fouls in it appeared 
finking into the abhorred gulph of annihilation. God was 
reprefented to him as an arbitrary, inflexible Sovereign, 
who was determined to wipe all exittence quite away, and 
to reign alone, in eternal folitude, infinitely happy in his 
own perfections. Thefe, with many other tcenes equally 
dreadful, he endured, till his foul feemed incapable of fut- 
fering any more; and then it pleafed God to make known 
his power and grace, and to refcue his diftrefled fervant 
trom the jaws of deftruction. -About four o’clock on the 
fame alternoon, as his friends were furrounding his bed, 
and expecting his immediate diffolution, he came fuddenly 
to his perfect fenfes, feeming to awake out of an horrible 
dream. He looked anxioufly on his family and friends; 
eagerly enquired if the place was not deftroyed; and ap- 
peared quite amazed, though wonderfully rejoiced, to find 
that every thing remained in its ufual order. All predent 
welcomed his return to reafon and life with tears of joy: 
From that moment he began to recover, and was foon re- 
‘tored to his former health. 

To relieve Mr. S. in the exercife of minifterial duty, a 
perfon had for fome time been appointed by the Society to 
preach occafionally. ‘This circumitance, in the year 1772, 
was the means of creating a contention, which much dif- 
turbed the peace of the Church, and nearly determined 
Mr. S. to withdraw himfelf from the work of the Miniitry. 
While he was under much diftrefs of mind on account of 
the conduct of his colleague and the Society, he was in- 
vited to fup with a friend; who, on taking down a bowl, 
threw out of it a piece of paper, very dirty, and much 
ftained with fmoke, which had a little before been found 
blowing about the ftreet, and the contents of which had 
not been obferved. Mr. S. sook it up; he began ta read ; 
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it, and was foon aftonifhed. It was as if an angel from 
heaven had brought him a meffage from, his divine Mafter 
to admoniih him how to behave in the matter that troubled 
him. The writing was an extract from Thomas a Kempis’s 
Imitation of Jefus Chrift, as follows: ‘* That they who 
judge fhall be judged. That they thall have judgment 
without mercy who thew no mercy; and the fame meafure 
they mete to others, he will meafure tothem again. Keep 
God always in thy mind, and let go quarrel and contention; 
nor embroil thyieli in trouble and differences, by -being 
over folicitous in thy own defence. If thou at prefent feem 
to be opprefied with difgrace and ill reports, which thou 
haft not deferved, bear thy burden contentedly. Blemifh 
not thy innocensy by too deep refentment, nor take off the 
brightneis of thy crown by anger and impatience, and 
eagernefs to right thyfelf. Reflect on me, who once endus 
red fuch contradiction of obftinate and implacable finners, 
and am now fet down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Look up to heaven, and remember there. is one 
who can make thy innocence as clear as the light, and thy 
righteoulnefs fhine as the noon day; one, who will confider 
not only thy infamy and wrong, but thy manner of bearing 
it; andthe more meek, and more injured thou haft been, 
the kinder and more bountiful rewarder thou fhalt be fure 
to find in me.” Mr. S, was much affe&ted with thefe fen- 
timents. He took the paper home, and determined ta 
humble himfelf to the duit, rather than witnefs the divifion 
of the Society. He alfo made fuch propofals to, them for 
an accommodation as were accepted; and they were again 
united in the bonds of unity and affection. 

Soon after this Mr. S. was very earneftly folicited by a 
dear and reverend friend to quit the dock-yard, and devote 
himfelf wholly to the miniftry; and this folicitation was 
enforced by a promife from a Right Honourable perfonage 
that, on his confent, ordination in the Eftablifhed Church 
fhould be immediately procured him. After confulting his 
friends, Mr. S. concluded to decline the offer; but this 
application was made very ferviceable to him, as it obvi- 
ated fome-of the doubts he had entertained concerning his 
call to the Miniftry. 

In March 1773, he was appointed Mafter Maftmaker at 
Woolwich. This event, though favourable to his tempo. 
ral interefts, yet gave both himfelf and the Society much. 
uneafinefs ; and their feparation occafioned the moft lively 
and affectionate forrow. Mr. S. was received by the reli- 
Gieus people at Woolwich Chape! with great refpeét ; and 
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was invited by the Countefs of Huntingdon to preach there, 
and to fuperintend its {piritual concerns. Here he laboured 
with much acceptance and fuccefs till October ; when, after 
narrowly efcaping being fent by the Lords of the Admiralty 
to Portfmouth, he was remanded to Sheernefs, placed in the 
particular office which had-ever been the objets of his 
withes, and reftored to the affection and the prayers of his 
leving and beloved Society and friends. 

But this world is not the Chriftian’s reft. Mr. S. was 


much impreffed and affef&ted with the mercies afforded him, §, 


and was not infenfible to the Apoftolic admonition, ‘“ Be 
not high-minded, but fear.” Ina letter written at this time 
to his moft intimate friend, he thus expreffes himlelf: ‘ The 
providence which I at prefent rejoice in, 1s fo fingularly 
adapted to my wifhes, that I am filled with aftonifthment, 
and cannot help exclaiming, What hath God wrought ! 
But, reflecting on the general lot of God’s people in this 
world, I am made to tremble with apprehenfions of having 
fome fevere trial to balance all this temporal good. And 
indeed if fomething of that fort fhould be laid on me, I have 
merited it, and may fay with Job, That which I feared is 
fallen upon me.” 

It is worthy to be remarked that only two days after wri- 
ting this letter he was bitten by a mad dog, which event 
plunged himfelf, his family, and his friends unto the deepeft 
diftrefs. By the bleffing of God on the means made ufe of 
to preferve his life and health, the much-dreaded effect ne- 
ver followed: Yet a difmal cloud was caft over his bright 
profpect, and the peace of his mind was very much difturbed 
for feveral months. The thoughts of dying in fo terrible a 
manner, as frequently happens in fimilar circumftances, and 
the diftrefs which, in fuch a cafe, would be brought upon 
hjs family confpired to render him at times very miferable. 
But, while enduring this heavy affliction, he remarked that 
the Scriptures were peculiarly comfortable to him, that the 
prevents promifes contained in them were applied to his 

art with a power which he never before felt, and that his 
old enemy, Infidelity, was not permitted at all to trouble him. 
The Lord knew that he fuffered as much as he could well 
bear, and would not therefore permit any f{ceptical notions 
to be injeéted into his mind to increafe his affliétion. This 
grievous vifitation hindered his preaching about five weeks: 
After that time he returned to his delightful work, and 
found it peculiarly profitable to himfelf and his people. 

But what, under the divine blefling, moft contributed to 
the eftablifyment of his peace, and the reviving his enjoy- 
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ere,fhents, was his compofing a new Pilgrim’s Progrefs, in the 
redfhanner of John Bunyan. He had thought of fuch a work 
hter fbme years before this time ; and now, hoping it would di- 
alty Bert his mind from dwelling on the gloomy ideas which fre- 
tthe uently diftrefles him, he began to put his defign in execu- 
his ion ; and in a few months had made a rough draft of his 
his frork on fcraps of paper and the backs of letters. About a 
sear afterwards he tranfcribed theife detached papers, and 
was Ment his performance to feveral friends, who exprefled a 
um, Gvarm approbation of it, and earneftly begged that it might 
_ Be fhe publifhed. His worthy friend, the late Mr. Mafon, of 
ime GRotherhithe, was particularly urgent with him in this re- 
The pect, and kindly propofed fome emendations and correc- 
arly Bions, which Mr. S. as cordially received: And yielding, 
“nt, Hiherefore, to fuch general and friendly approbation and im- 
ht | portunity, he publifhed his work under the title of Chriftian 
his JMemoirs, or a Review of the prefent State of Religion in 
ing England, &c. 
ind § This work, confidering it as a review of the prefent tate 
ave Hof religion, and that fuch a defign naturally led the author 
Lis Bio cenfure what he thought amifs in many profeflors, was, 
in general well received : the edition was foon fold off 
Ti and he was encouraged to publifh a new, improved, and 
ent Benlarged edition, by receiving many thanks from perfons of 
eft Bdifferent denominations, and by hearing that his book had 
of Bbeen the means of doing much good. . 
ne- About the year 1785, fome irregularities and differences 
tht | broke out in the Society, which gave Mr. S. fo much trouble 
ed §and difguft, that he wrote to his friends to folicit the Admi- 
a Fralty to remove him from Sheerness ; and going at that time 
nd to London, he feemed quite indifferent as to his ever re- 
on #turning to Sheernefs again. His reflections on his feelings 
¢. Band conduét, on this occafion, breathe fuch a {pirit of Chrif- 
at § tian humility and genuine piety, that they merit infertion: 
he § —‘+ This behaviour (fays he) was not paffed over by my 
is # Heav enly Mafter ; for foon after my return home I was con- 
is § fined to my ar werat at for a week, bya bilious cholic, and 
n. BE was feverely rebuked for deferting my ftation, and doing 
ll God’s work fo negligently. Pfalm ixxviii. 8, 9, came with 
is @ fuch power upon me, that I was much diftreffed. I was 
is # made to know, that after God had furnifhed me with ability 
3 for his fervice, Thad bafely and ungratefully fought to defere 
df the place in which he had fixed me. I was thoroughly afha- 
med of my conduét ; with many tears [ begged God to for- 
0 § give me, to employ me again, and to give me his ble3ing: 
» @ And he gracioufly granted my requelt.” 
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' It foon began to appear very evidently for what purpofe 
the Lord had continued him at Sheernefs ; and this Scrip. 
ture, which had often encouraged and fupported him, began 
tobe verified. ‘In the morning fow thy feed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand ; for thou knoweft not which 
may profper, this, or that, or whether they may not be both 
alike fuccefsful.” The Society, though fmall, were united 
and happy ; and the congregation fo largely increafed, that a 
itrong defire was expreffed for building a more convenient 
and capacious place of worfhip. 

Mr. S. was at firft backward in giving encouragement to 
fuch a defign ; fearing that what their zeal might intend, 
their ability would not be fufficient to execute : But, perceiv- 
ing that the fpirit-of the people was not checked, but ‘rather 
increafed, he was induced to offer fome propofals to them, 
for raifing a fum of money to undertake the work. ‘Thefe 
were immediately acceded to; a fubfcription was opened, 
which produced a much larger fum than was expected ; and 
the fteward of the principal eftate on the ifland, unexpectedly, 
und generoufly, offered Mr.S. the choice of any piece of 
ground that fhould feem moft eligible for his purpofe. Be- 
ing thus encouraged, the work was entered on, and a chapel, 
46 feet by 36 feet 6 inches in the clear, was finifhed and 
opened in October 1784. 

The bleffing of God remarkably fucceeded this under- 
taking. The congregation was fully equal to the capacity 
of the chapel; the word of the Lord fell with a mighty 
power on the people ; and the Society was greatly increafed 
in number, and enriched with a fpirit of a¢tive piety and 
warm affection. ‘ This,” faid the worthy fubjeét of thefe 
memoirs, ‘*feems to be the day of the Gofpel call to Sheer- 
nefs! This is the time, to which God’s dealings with me 
liave been evidently pointed! I am laden with honours, 
Lieffed with great life and power in the pulpit, and am very 
happy in the people.” 

About this time, Mr. S$. was honoured with the notice 
and friend{hip of the late-worthy and exccllent Tohn Thorn- 
ton, Efg. of Clapham, who fent books and money for dil- 
tribution among the poor of the Society aud congregation 
at Sheernefs ; and employed him in compofing fome thort 
teétures on the molt remarkable and edifying fubje&ts in 
Scripture hiftory, for Mr. Thornton’s benevolent difpo- 
fal. Mr. S. thought himfglf highly honoured in being 
made the channel of Mr. Thornton’s beneficence to the 
poor, and in being employed for the inftruétion of the ig- 
norant. The lectures, as they were finifhed, were inferted 
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in the Theological Mifcellany; and a very edifying and 
affectionate correfpondence was continued between Mr. 
Thornton and Mr. Shrubfole, till the death of the former 
deprived the church and the world of a man, in whom 
were united the warmeft piety and the moft active bene- 
volence. " : 

In the year 1787, Mr. Shrubfole’s congregation was fo 
much encreafed, that even the new chapel was rendered ine 
commodious ; and propofitions were made by feveral refpece 
table perfons for its enlargement. After deliberation and 
prayer Mr. S. confented; and the chapel was fo much 
lengthened as to make room for two hundred people more, 
All the additional feats were immediately taken, the enlar- 
ged place completely filled, and, by the liberality of the So- 
ciety and congregation, and the exertions of Mr. S. amon 
the friends of the Gofpel in London, the whole debt o 
£1200 was foon greatly reduced, and he had the pleafure of 
living to fee it wholly difcharged. 

From this time tillthe year 1793 the miniftry of Mr. S. 
was much attended and greatly bleffed ; and the church un- 
der his care enjoyed remarkable profperity. But his labors 
were not wholly confined to Sheernefs: He went very fre- 
quently to preach at Minfter and Queenborough, two 
neighbouring places ; and, at the latter place, was fo fuccefs- 
ful, that a little before his death he had the honour and plea- 
fure of opening a neat little chapel, which continucs to be 
weil filled with worfhippers. He ufed alfo, in the fpring of 
every year, to vifit Faverfham, Milton, Lenham, Sutton, 
&c. and his preaching in thefe excurfions was made fo very 
ufeful, that his remembrance, in all the above places, is che- 
rifhed with the higheft refpect and the warmeft affection. 

In February 1793, it, pleafed God to vifit him with a pa- 
ralytic affeétion, which rendered him incapable of preaching 
for fome months, and haftened and encreafed thofe infirmi- 
ties, which a life of fixty-four years might be expected to 
bring upon him. He could no longer preach three times on 
the Lord’s-day, as he had always ufed to do; an affiftant was 
therefore neceffary, and after feveral Minifters had occafi- 
onally laboured with him, the Rev. Mr. Buck was ordained, 
as co-paftor, in the year 1795. 

Mr. Shrubfole’s friends began now to perceive with con- 
cern, that the ftrength of his body and the power of his mind 
were gradually impairing. He only preached once on the 
Sabbath, except on very prefing occafions ; and though his 
{piritual life and animation were continued to his laftfermon 
yet his memory fo failed him that he could not bring forth 
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to the people thofe rich flores of Gofpel provifion, which 
reading and reflection, under the divine influence, provided 
him with, and which he ufed to fet before them in a moft re- 
remarkable variety and profufion. But the more his out- 
ward man decayed, the more was his inward man renewed 
and invigorated. For feveral months before his death, his 
converfation and the frame of his foul were peculiarly {piri- 
tualandheavenly. The fear of death was quite taken away ; 
his confidence in Chrift was greatly ftrengthened ; and his 
defire to depart and to be with his Divine Mafter, was cor- 
dial, conftant, and animating. 

The former part of the Memoir of Mr. Shrubfole, in 
the preceeding Magazine, was concluded with a recital of 
the failure both of his bodily health and mental energy: but 
it was obferved, that his inner-man was greatly renewed 
and invigorated, and that his defire to depart and to be with 
his Divine Mafter, was cordial, conflant, and animating. 
Thefe obfervations, it is prefumed, will be exemplified in 
the following extraéts of letters which are the laft written 
memorials of his life, and which were addrefled to his Son 
in London. : 

On the 28th of December, 1796, he thus wrote: “ I find 
the negotiations for peace are quite ruptured: This gives 
me great concern, and looks very frowning on the nations. 
I know not how fatal the event may be, but I am happy to 
think that I fhall not long-abide in this Mefec, nor continue 
my habitation in thefe tents of Kedar. How defirable is 
the Chriftian’s hope at fuch a ‘ime as this! I often anticipate 
my future company and enjoyments, with unfpeakable de- 
light. O may I much more anticipate and realize the great 
and glorious fcenes before me! I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am difpofed to fubmit to his will, whenever he 
ihall command me hence. I have nothing to live for, but 
to fee Chrift’s kingdom come with power, and that will be 
beft feen from above.” 

During the month of January, 1797, his health fluctua- 
ted ; but, upon the whole, he feemed better than he had 
been for fome time preceeding ; aud his fon wrote him a 
prefing imvitation to come and refide a litte while in Lon- 
don. This, unexpected'y, was the laft letter that he had 
the honour to addreis to a beloved father—and the follow- 
ing anfwer to it, is the laft memorial of parental piety and af- 
fection that he had the happinefs to receive : 

31ft Jan. 1797. ** I cannot embrace your offer to fojourn 
with you at this time of the year, When the Miffionary 
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Society meet again, if I live I fhall fee London. Then 
the country will be green and pleafant and the journey will 
afford mefome pleafure. The defcriptions of a future ftate, 
which include any thing of fuch fcenes, are always agreea- 
ble to me, and that hymn of Dr. ‘Watts. “ There is a 
land of pure delight,” &c. is peculiarly charming. I blefs 
God, | am much better of late in my health, and my days 
pafs comfortably to myfelf, and, I truft, profitably to my 
friends. I am not anxious about living, nor afraid of de- 
parting. I have animating views of a future ftate : thither, 
the greateft part of my Sheernefs friends are removed, and 
are waiting my coming; fo that, though I fhall lofe my pre- 
fent Bethel Chapel friends, who are moftly young and 
ftrange tu me, I fhall meet my dear old friends with whom 
I raifed the walls, and to whom I often miniftered with a 
glowing heart and a happy foul. Yes, and f fhall fre Jefus, 
and enjoy the bleffed fociety of Heaven ; and then there 
will be no more coldnefs of affeétion, no more waxing and 
waning in our regards to each other: An everlaiting joy 
fhall crown our heads and gladden our hearts, and forrow 
and fighing fhall for ever flee away! Pray, my dear fon, that 
I may have an abundant entrance into this kingdom and 
glory. 

““ The great father of all, who is the fource of all our 
natural affection, muft be particularly delighted at feeing 
thofe wheels happily moving, which he hath formed and 
fet to work. He. will take pleafure to hear the prayers of 
children for their parents; therefore [ intreat you to ree 
member me, and afk for me the prefence and blefling of 
God, when “ J tread the verge of Fardod.” 

On Sunday, the 5th of February. Mr. S. preached in the 
afternoon from thefe words, ** The feciet of the Lord is with 
them that fear him, and he will thew them his covenant.” 
He appeared to be very lively and happy in his own foul, and 
he communicated much pleafure to thofe who heard him. 
It was not expected that this would be his luft fermon, yet, 
his friends could not help remarking the warmth of his 
feelings, and the energy of his expreffions.—lIn the courfe 
of the fermon, he introduced the circumttance of Jefu’s ap- 
pearing to Mary, when the was feeking him, after his refur- 
rection ; and, when he defcribed what fhe experienced when 
fhe faw and knew the Lord, his foul feemed quite enrap- 
tured. Many of the congregation will, perhaps, never for- 
get the glow of facred pleafures which lightened his countee 
nance, and the expreffive feelings of the love of Chrift which 
animated his foul. Throughout the whole of the day, thofe, 
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who.were near him in the chapel, were affected at the re. 
markable manner in which he performed the feveral parts 
of divine worfhip. He preached the great truths of the 
Gofpel with the fweeteft appropriation, and the moft im- 
preflive energy : He prayed with unufual fervor and with 
deep folemnity : He fung with a ftrength of voice and ani- 
mation of {pirit, that had not been witneffed for a confidera- 
ble time ; and while Mr. Buck was preaching his attention 
was profound. But this was to be his laft Sabbath on earth ; 
and it feems to have been a powerful prelibation of thofe 
fublime and perfect enjoyments, which, on the next Sab. 
bath, he furely partook of in the heavenly world. 

On the next morning (Monday) he eat a very hearty 
breakfaft, and went out to his office, and entered on the 
bufinefs of the week with as much health and fpirits as he 
had been feen to enjoy for fome time before. But, about 
eleven o’clock, he felt a fhivering aguith fit, and foon after 
was feized with fo violent a fickuefs as obliged him to go to 
bed... Medical advice was immediately folicited: The 
Doétor came, and found him in a deep fleep, which, it was 
hoped, would have been favourable to him ; but he never 
awoke to exercife his fenfes any more. In the early part 
of the evening he grew reftlefs: Soon after, his whole trame 
was agitated with convulfions, and thefe fo rapidly and 
violentiy increafed, that on Tuefday morning, about five 
o’clock, his {pirit was releafed from the burden of the fleth, 
to reft in everlafting joy and felicity. 

That his family were greatly affected with the lofs of 
fuch a relative, and that his friends, in their meafure, felt 
the fad bereavement, are truths, which juftice to the me- 
maory of the deceafed and to the feelings of the furvivors, 
demands to be mentioned. Thefe, however, are circum- 
ftances of forrow, which follow on the lofs of every good 
man: But Mr. Shrubfole’s death was lamented by a circle 
of connexions, much wider than it is the common lot of in- 
dividuals to affect; and when he fell, every inhabitant of 
Sheernefs feemed to feel the fhock, and to deplore the lofs. 
There was a general, a mighty movement of forrow through 
the whole place which ftrongly teftified how extenfively he 
had been ufeful, and how peculiarly he was beloved. 

In the interval of his deceafe and interment his houfe was 
every day crowded with perfons of all ages and circumftan- 
ces, who came, for the laft time, to look on that counte- 
nance which always ufed to {mile on them with complacen- 
cy and benevolence, and which appeared pleafant even in 
death. The day of his interment being fixed, the church 
































Pern Oe Mga 

























SC ate, een 






( us ) 


end congregatien at Bethel Chapel, thofe at Mr. Weifley’s 
Chapel, with the various branches of artificers in the dock. 
yard, all expreffled a determination to attend the funeral ; 
and on the Friday fucceeding his death, his remains were 
carried to Minfter (about four miles from Sheernefs), at- 
tended by the greateft concourfe of people ever feen on 
fuch an occafion, and were depofited in the earth amidft 
the moft profound filence of devotion, and the moft cordial 
expreffions of forrow. 

The Church being defirous that the Rev. Rowland Hill 
would improve the awful bereavement which they had ex- 
perienced, that gentleman very kindly went to Sheernefs, 
and on the enfuing Sabbath preached Mr. Shrubfole’s fune- 
ral fermon to a crowded and deeply-affeéted audience. 
Mr. Welley’s chapel was fhut up on this occafion, and both 
the Minifter and the congregation attended at Bethel 
Chapel to pay their laft token of veneration for the charac- 
ter of the deceafed, who had been feparated from them not 
in affection, but in fentiment, and whom they had always 
found ready to affift them in their difficulties, and to heal 
their diffenfions. 

Mr. Shrubfole’s ftature was rather above the middle fize. 
He was inclined to be corpulent, but not to fuch a degree 
as to impede attivity, and his walking was remarkably firm 
and erect. His countenance was open and engaging: 
Good-nature was marked in every feature, and his eyes ex- 
prefled much benevolence. Thefe favourable indications 
of mental qualities were realized in his natural difpofition ; 

d his long’ continued intercourfe with Society, in its feve- 
ral relations, was a feries of unremitting exertion to pro- 
mote the glory of God, and the happinefs of his fellow. 
creatures. 

It pleafed the Great Head of the Church and the Gover- 
nor of the Univerfe to place him in a {phere of confiderable 
exertion, and to make him the inftrument of great ufeful- 
nefs. At the time of his coming to Sheernefs there were 
but few perfons there who feemed to feel the power of re- 
ligion ; none among them were endowed with fufficient 
abilities to conduct the public worfhip of God; and their 
worldly circumftances would not admit of their fupporting 
a Gofpel Miniftry. It was neither to be forefeen nor ex- 
pected that the arrival and refidence of a poor country boy 
would prove of any importance to encourage aad affift thefe 
good people ; and yet fo profound are the counfels, and fo 
gracious the interpofitions of Providence, in a little time 
after his coming among them he was made to feel a vene- 
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ration for their characters, and a love to the caufe in which 
they were engaged; he was led to affociate with them; was 
perfuaded to affift them in their devotional exercifes, and 
was affectionately compelled to preach to them the word of 
life. From this time the caufe of religion gradually revi- 
ved, the number of thofe who feared the Lord progreffively 
increafed, and Mr. Shrubfole had the honour and happinefs 
of preaching to a large congregation, and of prefiding over 
a church of more than one hundred members, molt of 
whom were the feals of his own miniitry. 

It will be readily allowed that in circumftances of fuch 
important confideration, Mr. §. had quite enough to engage 
his mind, and to employ his time; and yet, befides his 
minifterial duty, he was Mafter Maft-maker in the dock- 

yard—an office which required conftant attention, and fre- 
quently great exertions. But by a wife and regular appro- 
priation ef the time that could be fpared from his official 
concerns, he was enabled to make a tolerable proficiency 
in the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin languages; was well 
read in divinity and hiftory; compofed and publifhed feve- 
ral tracts on various fubjeéts, and furnifhed himfelf with 
matter which proved highly acceptable and ufeful in his 
public miniftrations. 

He was richly endowed with minifterial gifts, and he 
exercifed them with diligence and fidelity. His preaching 
was judicious and practical, and the applicatory improve- 
ments of his difcourfes were delivered with fuch peculiar 
energy and affection, as made them very impreflive and 
ufeful. In doétrinal fentiments he wasa Calvinift, but @ 
the moderate rather than of the rigid clafs. His naturak 
difpofition and his religious opinions were both favourable 
to Catholicifm and cordiality, and he lived on the moft 
friendly terms with the members of the Eftablifhed Charch 
and of Mr. Wefiey’s Society. How greatly he was refpec- 
ted by the latter will appear from this fingular circumftance: 
In avery ferious diffention that had arifen among them, and 
between them and Mr. Wefley, Mr. S. was fixed on by 
each of the parties to be the arbitrator of their feveral 
claims; and it is remarkable that his decifion met with the 
approbation, and procured him the thanks of all that were 
concerned in this unpleafant bufinefs. 

Mr. S. did not appear with lefs honour as an officer in 
the dock-yard than he did as a Minifter of the Gofpel; and 
his-ufefulnefs in both capacities ‘was very extenfive. The 
knowledge which he had acquired, and the abilities which 
he poffeffed in the line of his profeffion he fuccefsfully ems 











= eee Prepon eee 





( ms) 


ployed to ferve the artificers in the various dock-yards, and 
to. benefit his country; and for thefe purpofes he pubdlithed 
a pamphlet entitled, “A Plea in Favour of the Ship- 
wrights,” &c., which made his name very popular, and 
acquired him the re{fpect of his fuperiors. But it was at 
Sheernefs that his honourable activity, his benevolent ex- 
ertions, and his exemplary piety were eminently witneffed ; 
and thefe procured him, what he juftly merited, the vene- 
ration and love of all its inhabitants. 

Having fucceeded in attaining fuch an office inthe dock- 

‘ard aS was quite agreeable to his mind, and the duties of 
which did not interfere with his religious employments, he 
determined never to feek after any other preferment; and 
when it was freely offered him by a diftinguifhed and excel- 
lent character, he very nobly declined both the honour and 
the advantages of a higher ftation, left they fhould by any 
means obftruct or paralife his minifterial ufefulnefs. He 
exprefled the following fentiments in a letter to a friend, 
when he was appointed Mafter Maft-maker, and he remem- 
bered and a¢ted on them as long as he lived. “I preach 
regularly twice a week. I fuppofe I am accounted a phe- 
nomenon, there never having been, I believe, a preaching 
Mafier Matt-maker before. However I know there has 
been a preaching Carpenter of the moft exalted rank, and 
this bleffed perfon, by the grace of God, I am determined 
to imitate. while I live, and not the vain practices of the 
world. May God rather bring me down tothe grave than 
fuffer me to {well beyond the dimenfions of a fincere fol- 
layver of him who humbled and emptied himfelf for my un- 
worthy foul.” 

' Mr. Shrubfole’s minifterial fervices were perfeGlly gratu- 
itous. His falary as Mafter Maft-maker being fufficient for 
the maintenance of his family, he accounted it an honour 
to employ his abilities in the caufe of God, and was happy 
that it was in his power to do this in a way that relieved 


his mind of much anxious dependence, and that provided’ 


for the eftablifhment of a Gofpel Miniftry in future times. 
And having, by the divine bleffling, fucceeded in raifing a 
large congregation, in building a capacious chapel, and in 
cléaring it of every debt, he was filled with admiration and 
gratitude, and the language of his foul was, *“* What hath 
God wrought!” 

I have thus given, Sir, a flight fketch of the life, and the 
prominent features in the character of Mr. Shrubfole; and 
I truft they will both pleafe and edify the numerous readers 
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of the Evangelical Magazine. May God raife up many 
fuch men, and make them extenfively ufeful-to his church 


and to the world. Amen, 
Your’s, &c, W.S.T a) 
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CONVERSION OF A MAN AND HIS WIFE. 


{ In a Letter to the Editor from the Minifter of the Church to 
which they belong.]} 








A&’ your monthly publication is defigned as a vehicle to 
communicate to the public an account of the gracious 
operations of the Spirit of God upon the fouls of thofe who 
are made the heirs of divine grace ; I beg leave to fend you 
the following narrative : 

Atalittle diftance from Saxmundham, in the county of Suf- 
folk, a woman who had for morethan forty years lived in igno- 
rance of God, happened to call one Lord’s-day to fee a female 
relation, and was perfuaded by her to go tothe houfe of God, 
and hear a funeral fermon preached for a man whom, a few 
days before this, the Lord had gracioufly taken to himfelf. 
The perfon alluded to had, a little before his departure, been 
made to fee the vilenefs of his own heart, and the neceflity of 
falvation by the bleffed Redeemer ; and (to his abundant joy) 
had been made an heir of the covenant of promife. U on 
his dying bed, he was entirely compofed ; he could louk for- =f 
ward without difmay. Death, which is looked on by the wick- 
ed as the king of terrors, was no more viewed by himas a t¥- 
rant, byt as a conquered foe. Inthe courfe of the fermon much 
was {aid concerning the work of God upon the foul,particularly 
asto the entire fubmiflion to the divine will which it had produ- 
ced in the mind of the deceafed during the whole of his illnefs. 

As to his continuance in life, or his departure by death ; he 
defired the Lord’s willto be done, and not hisown. In fome 
degree perhaps he rather inclined to the choice made by the 
greate Apoftle of the Gentiles : “* Having a defire to depart 
und-to be with Chrift, which is far better.” The hearing of 
thefe things brought the poor woman to wifh, with Balaam, 
that ‘ fhe might die the death of the righteous, and that her 
latter end might be like his.” Direétly after the fermon the 
poor creature was under very deep convitions for fin, the 
{tings of a guilty confcience pierced the inmoft receffes of 
her foul ; her language upon the occafion was like the three 
thoufand under Peter’s fermaon : “* What fhall we do to be 
faved?” I met with her a little after fhe had heard the fers 
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mon ; or rather fhe put herfelf in my -_— in order that fhe 

might unbofom her mind to me, which was at that time in 

great agitation. During the converfation the feemed all at- 

tention. Before I took my leave of her, I promifed fhortly to 

make her a vifit, which in the courfe of a few weeks I putin 

practice ; but as no time was fixed, my coming was rather 

unexpected. When I approached the houfe, I did not ufe 

the ceremonies of a formal vifitor ; for no fooner had I given 

a gentle tap, than I opened the door, and walked in, to the 

great furprife of the poor woman and her hufband. A little 

before my arrival, the hufband had prevailed upon his wife, 
to play a game at cards, but on my going in rather ona fud- 

den, fhe turned her head to fee who was coming in at the 

door ; and yo fooner was my perfon identified, than fhe 

threw down her cards and fwept them all under the table, 

and there they lay the remainder of the evening. I could 

not but [mile, to think of the fudden change. The cards, 

which a little before had been the objects of pleafure, were 

now thrown down, and even trampled under foot. I had 

no fooner feated myfelf, than I began to give vent to my 

feelings upon the occafion. I made remarks on the curfed 

and evil nature of fin, together with its deceitful charms, 

and its dreadful confequences. I then obferved the bleffed- 

nefs which attended the religion of Jefus, where it was ex- 

perimentally received. This I affured them would afford 

pleafure which the world could neither give nor take away ; 

that it would alleviate the burdened mind, and at all times 

adminifiter comfort and joy in believing. After I had finifhed 

my exhortation, I afked if they would permit me to pray 
with them before we parted, to which they cheerfully con- 
fented. Ne fooner had I done interceding with the God 
of all grace, for his bleffing upon the family in general, than 
I found my mind particularly affeCted for the welfare of the 

poor man. I direétly endeavoured to convince him of our 
innate depravity and natural propenfity to the things which 
are evil; from the teftimony of the Apoftle, Eph. ii. 1, 2. 

I then noticed the nature and neceffity of the new birth, as 
indifpenfably necefflary to qualify us for the enjoyment of, 
happinefs. : 

Having thus, agreeably to my promife, paid my vilit, and 
endeavoured to make it as profitable as poffible; I returned 
home. No fooner was I departed, than the poor man was 
feized with the horrors and diftreffes of a guilty confcience. 
He attempted to lie down to reft, but it was all in vain, for 
the arrows of the Almighty had funk fo deep into his foul, 
that neither fleep could remove his pain, nor the objeats of 
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time divert his attention. During the doleful fhades of th- 
night, he was like one of old, “ full of toflings to and fro.” 
So powerful was the work of God upon his mind, that nature 
was nearly exhaufted with exceflive grief. In the morning 
he attempted his ufual employ, but it was with the greateft 
difficulty he attended to the duties of his ftation. He now 
betook himfelf to a throne of grace, to feek God’s face, and 
implore his favour: His feeking was not in vain, for in the 
courfe of a few months he found, to his abundant joy, Him 
whom his foul now loveth. Upon the converfion of this 
man I cannot but make the following remark: If the Lord 
worketh, who can hinder? when Jehovah teaches, he teaches 
to profit. That this follower of the Lamb of God now pol- 
feffes gifts and graces eminently con{picuous, is evident from 
the confeffion he gave to the church of Chrift, when he was 
admitted a member, and from his engaging in prayer fome- 
times before two hunderd people, to the great aftonifhment 
of thofe who have heard him. The man and his wife are 
both joined in Chriftian fellowfhip. The habitation where 
they live is alittle Bethel. In the morning and evening there 
tent is like the tabernacle of old, where the incenfe peritumed 
the holy place. Their children are taught to-fear and ferve 
‘the Lord. Inaword, they are like Zecharias and Elizabeth 
of old, “ walking in all the ‘ordinances and commandments of 
the Lord blamelefs.”—Can any ore fay the hand of the Lord 
was not in this? PLACABILIS, 


Fune 21, 1794. 
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Remarkable conversion of W. B. of ihe Parish of 
S é, 





GREEABLE to your wifhes I fend you the follow- 
A ing account of the remarkable converfion of W. B. 
who had lived a diffolute life for near forty years. He was 
notorious for drinking and Sabbath-breaking, and his gene- 
ral deportment was fo abandoned that he was wicked even 
toaproverb. On Saturday evening, March 4, 1789, he at- 
tended a funeral at the parifh-church, and from the place of 
interment he immediately betook himfelf to a public-houfe, 
where he became fo intoxicated that it was with fome difii- 
culty he was enabled to reach his own habitation. No 
fooner was he laid down upon his bed, and compofed to 
fleep, than the words of Eliphaz were verified in his expe- 
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rience : ‘In thoughts from the vifions of the night when 

deep fleep falleth upon man, fear came upon me and tremb- 

ling, which made all my bones to fhake.” For he dreamed 

a frightful dream: He thought he faw a ferpent of the hydra. 
kind with nine heads ready to feize him : whatever way he 

turned, a head prefented itfelf ; nor could he by all the me- 

thods he devifed extricate himfelf from the baneful montfter. 

He awoke in great diftrefs and perturbation.—Though it 

was but a dream, it made a {trong impreflion upon his mind, 

and he was afraid that it portended fome future evil. The 

next morning one of the members of our meeting, as he was, 
going to the houfe of God, obferved him in a penfive pofture 

and afked if he would go with him and hear a fermon upon 
the old ferpent. The found of the word Serpent arrefted 
his attention, and excited his curiofity to hear what I had to 
fay upon fuch a fubje&. . But for this expreffion probably 
the poor man had remained unmoved. Why the perfon 
ufed it he could not tell, nor why he invited him to accom- 
pany him that morning, a thing which he had never done 
before, though they both lived under the fame roof, but he 
could tell, who in the days of his flefh “ must needs ga 
through Samaria,” and whofe providences are always in co- 
incidence with the purpofes of his grace. As foon as pray- 
er was ended, I preached from Gen. ili. 13, 14,15. “ And 
the Lord God faid unto the woman, What is this that thou 
haft done ? And the woman faid, The ferpent beguiled me, 
and I did eat. And the Lord God faid unto the ferpent, 
Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art curfed above all cattle, 
and above every beaft of the field ; upon thy belly fhalt thou 
go, and duft fhalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy feed and her feed ; it fhall bruife thy head, and thou 
fhalt bruife his heel.”?” As I was explaining who that ferpent 
was, and the methods he took to beguile finners, the Lord 
opened the poor man’s eyes, and the word.had free courfe, 
and was glorified. From that moment he gave every de- 
monftration of a real change of heart. About four or five 
months he continued in the pangs of the new birth. ‘The an- 
guifh of his foul was great indeed ; he perceived the num- 
ber of his fins, and felt the weight of his guilt. Forfome 
time he was tempted to defpair, I may fay, to put an end to 
his exiftence ; but while he was mufing on his wretched con- 
dition, thefe words were applied as a fovereign remedy to 
his afflicted foul, “ Believe on the Lord fesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved. ‘This adminiftered all that joy and com- 
fort he ftood in need of. Now he was enabled to believe 
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that Chrift was as willing to forgive, as he was mighty to re. 
deem: The burden of his guilt dropt from his mind, as 
Pilgrim’s did at the fight of the crofs,and immediately he 
rejoiced with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory. I was with 
him a little while after, and with a heart overflowing with 
gratitude to God, he fhowed me the place of his Bethel vifit, 
where the Lord had opened to him his bleeding heart, and 
manifefted his forgiving love. The whole neighborhood 
allow him to be a converted man. The moft wicked perfon 
in the place will atteft the truth of his converfion. He feems 
,to be, as the Apoftle expreffes it, a living epistle of Christ, 
seen and read of all men. 
N. B. We were favoured with this account from the 
paftor of the church to which W. B. is now united, and who 
was the honoured inftrument of his converfion. 


————wgD -|- ae 


Mrs. Ann Parker, of St. Fobn’s, Newfoundland. 


[Extracted from a Letter to aGentleman in England, who 
has been a particular Friend to the Minifters and ferious 


People in that Place. | 



















Rev. Sir, 


Boe fubje&t of the following lines is Ann Parker, late 
wife of Nathan Parker, firft deacon of this church, and 
who has been to me a faithful and judicious friend, and 
fellow-fufferer in all my reproaches for Chrift, from the com- 
mencement of my public warfare to the prefent day. 

Mrs. Parker was a native of this place. Her mother 
came from Scotland, where fhe had been pioufly educated ; 
and though fhe lived many years in this country, fhe did not 
altogether lofe her early impreflions. She died when her 
daughter was about fix years of age, having fowed in her mind 
that feed, which God gracioufly defigned fhould afterward 
{pring up, and bear fruit to eternal life ; for no fooner were 
the glad tidings of the Gofpel founded in her ears, then her 
heart was opened to receive Chrift, and welcome his firft 
approach. Some other natives of the country I likewife 
found, in whofe hearts God had fecretly wrought the fame 
favourable difpofition, which led me to conclude he has Ais 
hidden ones, even in places the moft unlikely. 
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In the year 1777 fhe gave herfelf up to the Lord, no 
doubt in a perpetual covenant. Being fixed on the rock 
of ages, fhe ftood firmly againft all oppofition from her 
father, who, through grace, is now become a friend, and 
from her young companions, who bitterly derided her ; our 
Society, at that time, being held in the greateft contempt, 
and fubject to much perfecution. 

On the 18th of January laft, fhe was feized with a nervous 
fever. During her illnefs I conftantly vifited her, and was 
always well paid for my attendance. Her tender expreffions 
of regard to me, her deep humility, her unfhaken confidence, 
and herardent defire to be abfent from the body, and prefent 
with the Lord, were, as fo many lively coals from off the 
altar to inflame my foul with love and zeal. 

From the firft of her ficknefs fhe feemed to be perfuaded 
it would terminate in her diffolution ; nor did fhe like any 
intimation to the contrary. One day I was converfing with 
her on the free grace and unchangeable love of God: ‘* O 
yes, yes,” fays fhe, “ it is all free and everlafling ! I fee it fo 
now more than ever ; if it had not been fo, 1 fhould not be 
what I am.” She then exclaimed, “O the pleafing difap- 
pointment! Ever fince I gave myfelf tothe Lord, I ftrove 
to keep my heart fincere before him, but always thought it 
was not as it ought to be ; I rather feared the Lord would 
expofe my deceit, and that when death came, fearfulnefs 
and trembling would lay holden me. Now death iscome; 
but lo! he is a welcome meffenger! The Lord fmiles and 
fhines upon my foul ; he affures me that Iam his, and that 
I fhall be with him foon. O! tograce how great a debtor!” 

About the middle of her ficknefs, flattering fymptoms 
ynade us hope the Lord would be gracious to us by reftoring 
her ; and we prayed for her recovery. She ftrongiy oppofed 
the idea for fome time ; at length fhe faid, “ Well, it may 
be fo. The Lord can do with me what he pleafes. I am 
in hishands. I with his will to be my will.” The fever 
foon returned. ‘‘ Ah!” faid fhe, “ you have led me aftray. 
My affections have taken the advantage. They are gone 
further from Chrift, and more after you than they ought, 
Now let me alone; I will return to my God.” 

“¢ Jefu, lover of my foul,” was her favourite theme. This 
hymn {be frequently fung, till her hufband, fearing that fuch 
exertion might behurtful to her body, wifhed her to forbear. 
She complied with his requeft, faying, “‘ Well, I fhall foon 
fing of the love of Chrift without hurt or interruption.” 
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About-three days before her departure her mind was de. 
ranged, during which fhe frequently fung her favourite 
hymn; and, amidft her greateft wanderings, nota finful ex- 
preflion dropped from her lips. But fhe had many lucid 
intervals and then her language was both refrefhing and in- 
ftructive. Atone of thefe feafons her hufband and I were 
fitting at the bed-fide ; fhe was thenin a comfortable frame 
of mind: *“* My dear,” faid fhe, addreffing herfelf to him, 
‘** I can freely refign you and the children to the Lord. You 
have been a good hufband to me, and a tender father to them. 
Now I am going to Chrift, I am not afraid to truft them 
with you. Ifyou marry again, I am perfuaded the Lord 
will direct you to a proper companion. If I am permitted, 
I will come, and look, and fmile upon you, and fay, ‘‘ God 
blefs you !” 

Before fhe expired, while fhe was perfe@tly found in her 
mind, fhe called her three eldeft children to the bed-fide, 
and,in the moft folemn manner, charged them to live and 
walk in the fear of God, defcribing to them the happy effects 
of alife of godlinefs, and the awful confequence of not 
meeting her and their father at the right hand of Chrift, ef- 
pecially as his inftruction had been fo good, and his exam- 
ple fo proper. 

Early in the morning of the 25thof March, I was called 
up to go and fee her once more~before fhe died. When I 
arrived fhe was fpeechlefs, but fenfibte, as her conduét indi- 
cated while I was at prayer. Very foon after we arofe from 
our knees, fhe gently drew her laft breath ; ending with holy 
triumph and joy, a life, as far 2s mortal eye could penetrate, 
of the greateft circum{pection and humility ; leaving behind 
her a loving hufband and feven fine children, whole lofs is 
greater than I can defcribe. 

When the coffin was about to be clofed, the fcene was tru- 
ly affeftmg. Brother Parker, fdrrounded by his children, 
faid to them, “Come, my children, and let us take the laft 
farewel of your dear mother.” Before fhe was carried out 
to the place of interment we fung, “ Jefu, lover of my foul.” 
The Lord was with us during the finging, exhortation, and 
prayer; I felt much of his prefence and power myfelf, and fo 
did many others who were afflembled on the folemn occafi- 
on. 
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A Child about Eleven Years of Age. 


Rev. Sir, } 


MAKE no apology for tranfmitting to you the follow- 
i ing memoirs of the death of a darling child, who died, 
at Plymouth, January 30, 1797, that it may have a place in 
the Obituary of the Evamgelical Magazine, conceiving as [ 
do, that the relation of fo illuftrious an inftance of the 
triumphs of grace hath an intimate correfpondence with the 
chief object of that work, and is eminently calculated to pro- 
mote the glory of God. Indeed, whether from a perfonal 
knowledge of the event, the impreflion it hath made upon 
my mind is in ftronger characters than otherwife it might 
have operated, I know not ; butaccording to my prefent ap- 
prehenfion, I venture to believe, that a more ftriking proof 
of the gracious dealings of God with his people hath not oc- | 
curred in thofe latter ages, ‘‘ upon whom the,ends of the 
world arecome.” To diffufe the knowledge of it, therefore, 
as extenfively as pofiible, is both a duty and a delight; and 
’ it is with this view, I confefs, that I have wifhed to make 
your Magazine the medium of conveyance for fpreading it 
through the religious world. I am very confident, the pray- 
ers of all the faithful, as far as the information of it ihall 
reach, will be lifted up, that the divine grace may accompa- 
ny whereloever the divine providence {hail caufe it to come; 
that in every perufal, it may awaken the tribute of praife to 

ihe great Author of fuch diftinguifhed mercy, and from the 
uttermost part of the earth may be heard songs upon this Oc- 
cafion, even clory to the righteous. 

This fweet child (who is the fubje&t of my letter) had on- 
ly attained to her eleventh year, when the was fummoned 
away. And her departure from this lower worid was: fo 
fudden, and unexpected, that, like abird of paflage, fhe had 
but juit time to plume herfelf, and lift the wing, before fhe 
took her flicht into the regions ofeternity. I have not been 
able to difcover, whether any earlier manifeftations of the 
life of grace in the foul had appeared in her converfation 
prior to her laftiilnefs. From other circumtftances, I rather 
think not. But duringthis fhort period, the day dawn and the 
day-siux, whic arofe in her heart, burft forth into fuch bril- 
liancy of luftre, aud blazed with a light fo powertul, as to 
aftonifh every beholder. Nothing can afforda more deciiive 
evidence than hey hiflory, thapevery thing of ferioufnets in 
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her was intuitive as to human inftruction, and wholly of di- 
vine teaching: ‘ This alfo cometh forth from the Lord, 
who is wonderful in counfel, and excellent in working.” 
The evening preceding her feizure by the diforder which 
proved fatal, it was remarked how exceedingly fhe dwelt 
upon a verfe of fome poetry fhe had learned at fchool. I 
mention this circumftance the rather as a proof that a mind, 

under the gracious teaching of the Holy Spirit, is fome- 
times enabled to extract good out of evil. The words of 
the fong I know not ; but what engaged her attention, and 
employed her thoughts, was the finifhing verfe of it : 


wexixcabres Dear maid adieu, 

My forrows-foon fhall ceafe ; 
For heav’n will take a mind fo true 
To everlafting peace.” 


She fung this ftanza fo frequent, to anair fo plaintive, and 
with fuch melody of expreflion, that her mother who had 
heard her, though at that time unconfcious of the event 
about to follow, intreated her to drop afubjec fo melancho- 
ly, for the could not bear it. During the paroxifms of her 
diforder fhe gave vent to the feelings of her mind, by 
finging; though the burden of what fhe fung could not be 
underitood. Once particularly, at a midnight hour, fhe 
did it with an effect perfe@ly undefcribable. Her voice, 
which was naturally {weet and melodious, feemed to have 
acquired, from her fituation, a certain pathos moft peculiarly 
tender and affeCling; which, that the whole energy might, 
as it were, be felt, her melody clofed in a groan of the 
deepeft and moft piercing nature. 

But what I am chiefly interefted to defcribe, is the mani- 
feftation of the divine grace, whith appeared in her whole 
deportment. It was abundantly evident, from every cir- 
cumftance, that her mind laboured under fome very ftrong 
impreflions of diftrefs. In the early flage of her difeafe, 
fhe was conflantly {peaking of the horrors ‘which fhe felt: 
But from a reluctance to increafe her mifery, all queftions 
leading to an inquiry into the caufe were at that time cau- 
tioully avoided. At this feafon information was firft brought 
me of this child’s illnefs, accompanied with an account, 
that the had exprefied an earneft wifh to be remembered in 
-my prayers. I thought a requeft of fuch a nature, consti 
trom one fo young, feemed to imply the afivrance that it 
muft have originated 1n an higher appoimtment, and as, fuch, 
aiford a promiiing prelage that it would come up wiih «a 
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prevailing efficacy, through the great Redeemer’s interce fie 
on, before the throne of grace. Conceiving that I ought 
not to confine fo interefting a fubject to my own prayers 
alone, but engage the fupplications of the congregation to 
which I belong on her behalf, I availed myfelf of the occa- 
fion ; and on the following Lord? s day, at my evening lecs 
ture, requefted, “ That the prayers of God’s-people might 
be offered up for a fick child, on whom there feemzd to ap- 
pear ftrong marks of grace.” This circumftance being 
communicated to the child the following morning, the joy 
ihe expreffed upon the occafion was extraordinary. It dweit 
upon her mind continually, and fhe mentioned it to feveral 
ot her friends which came to fee her in terms of great plea- 
fure. To her mother, particularly, fhe expreffed herfelf in 
thefe words: “ I have been prayed for in the church, and I 
am told that there were five or fix hundred perfons oe 
and if but five of them were real Chriftians before God, 
know their prayers mutt be heard. Now I thall be Bite 
from the horrors.” Finding her fpirits fo cheerfal, her 
mother now ventured to afk her what thofe horrors were 
which the had fo often complained of. To which fhe im- 
mediately replied, ‘* The fear of God, and the future judg- 
ment, and not the fear of death.” 

Her confcioufnefs of human tranfgreffions before God was 
exceedingly remarkable in one fo young. Indeed, fhe had 
fo frequently lamented her fins, and what fhe had done to 
offend God, that her mother magined, there muft have been 
fome more than ordinary offence which fhe had committed, 
which preyed upon her mind. Hoping that the communi- 
cation of it might relieve her, fhe took occafion one day, as 
fhe fat by her bedfide, to prefs her to unbofom herfelf upon 
the fubject. “* My dear,” faid her mother, “ if there be any 
thing that you have done ‘which byrthens your mind, pray 
inform me of i it, now there is no one prefent but ourlelves. ¢ 
Her an{wer was, “* I know of nothing in particular, my dear 
mother, by which I have offended God ; but I am fure [ 
have greatly finned againft him, or he would never have qf- 
fiGted a poor child as [am afflicted.” And that the fenfe 
and weight of fin lay heavy upon her mind is ftrikingly evi- 
dent, from a queftion which one day, in the moft unexpeci« 
ed manner, fhe put to the medical gentlemen that attended 
her, when nothing in the converfation had the leaft refer- 
ence to the fubje&t. “ Do you know, Sir,” fays the, “ that 
I have a foul to be faved?” And the faid this with fuch an 
earneftnefs of expreffion, as ftruck every one around her with 
aitonifhment. I have no doubt in my own mind, but that it 
Vou. I, R 
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was from very ftrong prepoffeffions of this nature, that fhe 
fo frequently made it a matter of requeft to her friends to 
pray forher. Her expreffions on this occafion were ex. 
ceedingly remarkable. ‘ Pray for me,” fays fhe, “to my 
Saviour, that he may intercede for me with the Father. 
O! that I had but three minutes’ eafe to pray myfelf: if but 
three minutes,” favs fhe, repeating the words, “ that I might 
pray properly.” ‘The reader will do well toremark the moft 
extraordinary inftance of this child’s apprehenfion of the in. 
tercefforfhip of Chrift. From whence, or by what means, 
fhe acquired this knowledge,[ have no conception ; but the 
exercife of fuch a principle of grace in a feafon fo interefting 
and critical, and by fuch a child, is an object peculiarly merit- 
ing the regard, and fit to call up the adoration of God in the 
breaft of all the faithful. 

The rapid advance of her diforder, and the hafty fteps 
which the meflenger of death made towards her, from the 
firft moment of her feizure, to the final convulfions of nature , 
when fhe fell to rife no more, were fuch as to afford but little 
opportunity for making obfervations on the progrefs of grace 
in the heart, which a cafe lefs oppreffed with difeafe, in an 
inftance like her’s, would otherwife have furnifhed. The 
pleafing prefage of her departure to an happy eternity is 
more to be gathered from the detached views of her conduct 
in her illnefs, than from any regular tracings of the ope- 
rations of Divine love inher heart. That fhe felt and con- 
feffed the burden of fin ; that fhe had lively views of mercy 
through the righteoufnefs of a Saviour ; that fhe w:fhed to 
feek this mercy by prayer through Chrift ; and defired to 
intereft every one to pray for her ; all thefe circumftances 

_are abundantly evident from what hath been related. And 
it fhould be added, that her mind had acquired a certain 
confidence and hope in the Divine mercy, is a _reafonable 
conclufion from feveral expreffions which dropped from her 

occafionally, and particularly towards the clofe of life. She 
comforted her mother in the profpect of her departure with 
the confolation, that by death fhe fhould efcape a thoufand 
evils ; and once, ina very expreflive manner, faid, ‘* I long 
to fee God’s face ;”? fo that, upon the whole, I venture to 
abide, by my original idea, that a more ftriking proof of the 
gracious dealings of God with his people, and particularly 
in fo youthful an-inftance, hath not occurred in thefe later 
ages of his church. It may not perhaps carry equal con- 
viction to every mind ; but great regard fhould be had to 
the difadvantages of fituation under which it was feund, as 
well as to the want of the means of grace in the time prior 
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to ker illnefs. For my own part, I hefitate not to believe, 
that what the prophet fays of the church in Gofpel days, at 
the firft dawn of the morning, may, by a parity of reafoning 
with equal truth be faid of the experience of the believer in a 
fimilar fituation: ‘* In that day the light fhal! not be clear 
nor dark, but it fhall be one day, which fhall be known to 
the Lord ; not day nor night, but it fhall come to pafs that 
at evening time it fhall be light.” Zech. xiv. 6, 7. ~ 

I mutt not trefpafs further. Inftructive and highly interefting 
as the fubjeét is for raifing reflections of the moft pious nature, 
I rather retreat in filence, to leave every reader to the com- 
ments of his own heart upon the occafion under divine 
awakenings, than add a fingle obfervation of my own. I 
hope in God, indeed, that the perufal, through his grace 
refting upon it, who alone can commifion it to improvement, 
will in no inftance prove barren or unfruitful. ~The affection- 
ate parent, in particular, will find a volume of the moft per- 
fuafive arguments, in the fhort page of this child’s hiftory, to 
awaken attention to the everlafting concerns of her houfe- 
hold. There is nothing, I am mott awfully convinced, can 
reconcile the breaches made in our families by death, butthe 
pleafing hope that our departed children, or friends, are 
afleepin Chrift, When God is pleafed to make fuch an in- 
curfion in our houfes, and death enters in at the window, the 
the mind is confoled in viewing the vacant place, and the 
unfilled feat at the table, if faith affords a wellgrounded affu- 
rance that the dear departed object, though “ abfent from 
the body, is prefent with the Lord, and is fitting down with 
Abraham and [faac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” 
But what an accumulation of woe muft every inftance of a 
contrary effeét induce in a tender breaft; concerning the 
everlafting fate of our children, where the ftrongeft probabili- 
ties exift that the departure is in an unprepared ftate, una- 
wakened by grace, unwafhed in the blood of Jefus, unre- 
generated by the Holy Ghoft! The bitter exclamations of 
Job on his birth, awful and expreffive as they are, are not 
half enough expreffive of the real ftate of fuch a cafe. The 
portrait, though highly coloured, is palenefs indeed to the 
original (fee Job, iii.) Happy that parent, who, on commit- 
ting the afhes of a beloved child to the humiliation of the 
grave, can anfwer the anxious queftion of the foul’s eternal 
welfare in the language of the Shunamite, “ Is it well with 
the child?” And the faid, “ It is well.” 


I am, Rev. Sir, your’s, &c. 
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———<i> (> Gime 


The Sympathy of Fesus. 


Fesus wept.—Tohn, xiv 35. 
. 

HO was it that w rept? That the children of men 
fhould frequently be in tears, is nothing ftrange : 
th:s world is a place of fin, and therefore it is no wonder that 
it is allo a place of weeping. Sin and forrow muft be com- 
panions. But what ihall we fay when we read that Jelus 
wept? Was it not ftrange that. he, who was “ holy, harmlefs, 
undefiled, and feparate from finners,’” fhould be in tears ! 
How aftonithing, that,he, who is truly God, fhould be ca- 
pable of real weeping! Perhaps it was on this account, that 
they who divided the Bible into verfes, placed thefe two 
words by themfelves to istimate how remarkabic the expref- 
fion is ; and that in reading, we might not haltily pafs ever 
the wonderful fact—but that we fhould paufe, confider, ad- 

mire, and adore. 

Let me repeat it—Jefus wept! My foul, meditate on 
thele furprifing tears, and let me contemplate this weeping 
Saviour ! 

Jetus was truly and properly God and man, tn one divine, 
mysterious Person.—And here I perceive a {trong proof of 
the important do@trine. His words, his works, and his ve- 
ry zame, fuficiently demonftrated that he was pofleiled of 
veal Godhead. He had juft fignified, that he would awake 
Lazarus from the fleep ot death: And his weeping did not 
procee d from any doubt of his ability to perform the miracle. 
The event fhowed that he was able ; for he fpake, and La- 
zarus, that was dead, came forth. And when L read that 
* Jefus wept,” I may equally infer that he was truly man; that 
* the Word became flefh, and dwelt among us.” He fubmit- 
ted to the frailties of human nature ; he was fubjeét to hun- 
ger and thirft; to wearinefs and grief; for “ in ail thefe 


‘things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren.” 


*t Jefus wept,” was ‘ a man of forrows, and acquainted with 
grief.””. While fome will admit only the humanity of Je- 
fess, let me not be afhamed to believe in histwo fold nature. 
How can any one deny his divinity ? Did he not at the grave 

of Lazarus raife the dead as well as weep ? As a man he was 
capable of weeping, of fuffering, and dying,—as God, he 
could merit and fave men from fin, from mifery, and from 
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death. God forbid then that I fhould ever be afhamed to 
Jorv in the crofs of Chrift ! , 
“"¥esus wept :? And was it not the tear of sympathy he 
fhed? When he faw Mary weepiag, and the Jews alfo weep- 
ing which came with her, “ he groaned in the fpirit and was 
troubled.” On fome other occations, he had forbidden weep- 
ing for the dead: He had faid, “ Why make ye this ado, 
and weep??? I do not find that Jefus wept, when he firit 
faid, ** Our friend. Lazarus {leepeth”—nor when Marth: 
met him—nor when Mary came unto him; but afterwards, 
when he faw the tears of Mary, and her fympathifing friends, 
who came to comfort them concerning their brother, then he 
fympathifed withthem ; and mingled his groans and troubles 
with theirs: When they afked him to come and fee the 
place where Lazarus was laid, then he wept. Thus did he 
‘weep with them that wept.” Thus has he recommend- 
ed, by his own example, that tender precept. He was, in- 
deed, ** touched with the feelings of our infirmities:” He 
bore a part of the burden which thefe two affettionate filters 
felt in the death of their brother. May I, may all who love 
his name, poffefs the like difpofition! Then thould we 
‘* bear one another’s burdens,” andimitate the example, as 
wellas “ fulfil the law of Chrift.” 
“ Fesus wept? And was it not the tear of tenderest 
friendship for Lazarus ? *“* Our friend Lazarus fleepeth.” 
Who therefere can fay, that the New Teftament contains: 
nothing on the fubje& of friendfhip? The divine Redeemer 
hath charged his difciples to love one another. By his own 
example he hath fan@tified the foft endearments of friend- 
fhip; and inthe beloved apoftle, and in his friend Lazarus, 
he hath faftened, as it were, its tender ties with his own 
hand. Bethany was a place in the neighbourhood of Jeru- 
falem, to which Jefus might retire with great conveniency. 
When he was defpifed and rejeéted by others, he was fure of 
a welcome reception at the houfe of Mary and her fifter 
Martha. Happy were the little family in receiving fuch a 
gueft ! Happy indeed ! for “ Jefus loved Martha, and her 
fifter, and Lazarus.” ’ Was it therefore ftrange if Jefus 
wept for Lazarus? If he was capable of tears, was not this 
an occafion to draw them forth? He wept, as a man may 
weep for a departed friend: And therefore even the Jews 
obferved, ‘* Behold, how he loved him !”” We may imitate 
the example of Jefus, and be grieved when our friends die ; 
we may difcover the marks of our affection ; but then our 
tears fhould flow in moderation.. The tears which Jefus let 
fal on this occafion were not mixed with any hard thoughts 
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of divine Providence. His grief wasnot exceflive. Never 
were there fuch tears as thefe. They were like the cleareft 
water in the moft tranfparent veffel, which, however troubled 
by being fhaken, flill remains clear. No emotion of fin ever 
difturbed the facred affections of his foul. But, alas! what 
have our tears been! how have they been mixed with the 
defilement of unbelief and impatience ! how often have they 
given an unhappy tinéture to our forrows! we have been 
troubled and our hearts have been overcharged with the tur- 
bid waters of difcontent and fin. Our tears need to be wafhed 
in the Fountain opened for fin and uncleannefs. It is well 
for us that ]:fus hath wept. I had almoft called his very 
tears the water of life: He hath wept and died for finners, 
and his blood cleanfeth fram all fin. 

“Fesus wept :” And let me recolleé& the scene that was 
then before him. <A grave, the awful confequence of fin, was 
in his view. The grave hath opened its mouth, and feems 
to fay, Behold the curfed effects of tranfgreffion. “ In the 
day thou eateft thereof, thou fhaltdie.’’ ‘The people of God 
have feen the evil of fin in fome degree, and have been 
affected with it; but they do not, they cannot, in this 
world, have a fufficiently comprehenfive view of all its de- 
formity, and horrid nature. But Jefus could view it exactly 
as itis. His all-comprehending mind knew its height and 
depth ; and, as aman, when he faw its effects in the death 
of Lazarus, when he faw the place where he himfelf was 
fhortly to be laid, he wept. He forefaw the deftruction 
that awaited impenitent Jerufalem ; he ‘ beheld the city, 
and wept over it.” We know that, in the view of approach- 
ing fufferings, he was “ exceedingly forrowful ;” and we 
know, becaufe an apoftle hath informed us, that, “‘ in the 
days of his flefh, he offered up prayers and fupplications, 
with {trong crying and tears,” in the difcharge of his mediato- 
rialwork. Was it not on account of the curfed nature of fin, 
that our Jefus wept? In the fame channel may all our 
forrows run! Then fhall it be a “* godly forrow which work- 
eth repentance unto falvation, not to be repented of.” 

“* Fesus wept: And let me admire this infinite conde- 
scension! How amazing is his love! The Lord of glory 
becomes a man, and fubmits to a capacity of weeping! He, 
who inhabiteth eternity, condefcends to dwell among “ fkulis, 
and monuments, and worms ;” nay, even he himfelt becomes 
‘‘a wormand no man.” He is defpifed and rejected ; he is 
forfaken, fhamefully treated, falfely accufed, condemned, and 
Ignominioufly crucified! Why ? How could this poffibly be ! 
Lhe Lord of glory weep and die! Yes, O m; foul, he wept 
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and died for finners—for thee. He became a man of fore 
rows, that we might not weep for ever. He died, that 
‘«¢‘ whofoever believeth in him, fhould not perifh, but have 
everlafting life.” Behold, may we well exclaim, “ how he 
loved us!” Were there ever forrows, and love, like thefe ? 
O what ftrong cords are thefe to bind our fouls to love and 
to obedience! ‘Should not this “ love of Chrift conftrain 
us to form this judgment, that, if he died for us, we fhould 
live unto him?” 
‘6 Oh! for this love let rocks and hills 
Their lafting filence break, 
And all harmonious human tongues 
Yhe Saviour’s praifes fpeak.” 


“< Fesus wept :” But it was in the way to glory. There 
was a, joy fet before him; and therefore was he willing to 
weep, to endure the crofs, defpifing the fhame ; and he is 
now fet down at the right hand of the throneof God. Thus 
fhould we be ‘‘ looking unto Jefus,” as our glorious example ! 
In this world we muft expect occafions of forrow: But it is 
well for us that our tribulations are in the way to an heaven- 
lykingdom. And is not that the blefled end of our journey? 
“« They that fow in tears, fhall reap in joy.”” They are con- 
formed to Jefus, who was intimate with grief; and hereafter 
they fhall be with him in glory. ‘This is the order of thefe 
things: ‘‘ Before honour is humility.” Affli€tions and 
forrows are the royal way to heaven. 

“ Fesus wept,” when he was on earth ; and he das still 
the same affection for his people. When he went to heaven, 
he did not leave behind him his heart of tendernefs. He is 
now at the Father’s right hand, as our loving Friend, and 
our gracious Advocaté. There he pleads our caufe: “ For 
we have not an High Prieft which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities ;” he is full of compaffion. 
What encouragement is this to approach the heavenly throne ! 
“ Let us, therefore,” as the apoltle exhorts us, ‘‘ come bold- 
ly to a throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need.” ‘ 

Unto Him therefore that wept, and loved, and died, and 
now lives to intercede for his dear family in heaven, be af- 
cribed the :ingdom, the power and the glory. Amen 


IOTA. 
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Fesus Christ the eternal Loges. 






AND he’ was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, and his 
name was called THE WORD or Gop. Rev. xix. 15. 






I T admits not a doubt but that the Lord Jesus Curist is 
pointed out by this title, THE Worp or Gop, becaufe 
it is peculiarly applied to him in various parts of the Bible. 
It ftands connected with feveral other tithes, in this extraor- 
dinary vifion, with which the infpired 6 i was indul- 
ged, defcriptive of the fame glorious perfon’: v.11. . And I 
saw heaven opened, and behold a white a Ry ‘and he that 
sat pon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteous- 
ness he doth judge and make war. ‘The horfe and rider may 
fignify eaibitity ; the colour white may indicate profperity 
and fuccefs ; he that fat on the horfe is Jesus Curist, who 
is exprefsly called the fazthful witness*. v. 12. his eyes were 
as a flame of fir e, and on his head were many crowns, and he 
had aname written that no man knew but himself. The eyes 
may denote his infinite underftanding and knowledge ; the 
crowns his univerfal authority ; and the name which no mar 
knew but himféif, the incomprehenfibility of his divine ef- 
fence and perfedtions. And he was clothed with a vesture 
cipped in blood, and his name was called YHE WORD OF GOD. 

The term does not barely fignify a word spoken, as an ef- 
fe to emanation, but the reason or wisdow speaking, and in- 
: dicates his eternal godhead ; in which refpe& Chritt is fty- 
led the Wisdom of Ged, and the Word gf God. ‘That ghe word 
is more than a mere attribute or operatien of the Father, is 
evident from the perfonal characters under which he is f{po- 
ken of in this and feveral other paflages of Scripture. .“* The 
Word was with God, and the Word was God}.” And all 
the incommunicable attributes of Deity are exprefsly applied 
io him. He performed the work. of creation; “ by the 
worpb of the Lord were the heavens made, aad all the hott 
of them by the breath of his mouth f.” 

lam well aware that it is faid, “* God created the world 
by Jefus Chrift, as an westrument or agent ;” but this idea 
cannot agree wish any notions of creating power, which mutt 
be firictly and properly divine and infinite. The work of 
creation is peculiar to God, for ‘*.God {preadeth forth the 
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heavens by Aimself.” Befides, the Lord Jefus is fpoken of 
as Jehovah, who by his own Proper efficiency in the begin- 
ing laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of his hands *. | 

Now thefe exalted characters of the Logos or Word, can- 
' not agree to any, even the moft glorious creature, becaufe 
that muft be a made or created being ; and all fuch are expref- 
ly diftinguifhed from the Worn; “ for all things were made 
by him, and without him was not any thing made, that was 
made :” Therefore, ifhe made all things, and nothing was 
made which He did not make, he cannot himfelf be a created 
Being. 

The term worRD, without the addition of Gop, proves 
him to be a sudsistence ; and it being faid, that in the begin- 
ning he was, proves his eternal exiftence ; for that which 
had a being in the beginning of time, muft be eternal. This 
therefore diftinguifhes Chrift from all creatures ; and de- 
notes his co-exiftence and equality with the Father, as well as 
the perfect unity and confent between them. Hence, then, 
it follows, that the worp, or Jefus Chrift, is truly and pros 
perly Gop. 1 | 

As the hames of God are expreffive either of his nature, 
or of his relations to us, ’tis probable that the fecond Perfon 
in the Godhead is called the worp, on account of his inten- 
ded incarnation. ‘This St. John feems to indicate, when he 
fays, “ the worD was made flefh, and dwelt among us 7 :” 
For as there could be no communication of ideas between 
man and man, without the intervention of fignificant words ; 
fo neither could there have been any communion between 
Jehovah and the creature man, without the intervention of 
this Mediator. 

He is the days-man between God and his people. He is 
the bleffed, the glorious, the gracious medium of accefs, and 
the channel by which all the fulnefs of the Deity, and all the 
#ich graces of the Spirit, are communicated tothe poor finner. 
He alfo, in the charaéter of a Mediator, is the medium by 
which the imperfe& fervices and prayers of the broken heart 
and contrite fpirit afcend to God. In this exalted and en 
dearing charatter, John beheld the Lord Jefus. “ And 
another angel came and ftood at the altar, having a golden 
cenfer ; and there was given unto him much incenfe, that he 
fhould offer it with the prayers of all faints, upon the golden 
altar which was before the throne {.” Precious Jefus! 
Come to him, O ye mourners in Sion, pour out all your for- 
rows unto his bofom, and he will redrefs them. His eye 


* Heb, i. 10. t Fohn.. i 14. t Revel. viite 3s 
Vox. I, . 
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beholds the falling tear of woe; he hears the figh of anguithy 
and with infinite tendernefs attends to the groanings which 
cannot be uttered. Come to him, O ye hungry and thirfty 
fouls. He ftands ready to receive your petitions, and will 

ant them all with a divine beneficence! ** For we have not 
an High-prieft, which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without fin, Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need.”* 

This name, the worp oF Gop, denotes the work in 
which he is engaged. He clothed himfelf in mortal fleth, 
that he might be capable of taking on him the fins of his peo- 
ple. He was made under the law, that he might fulfil its re- 
quirements, and endure its penalties, and thus deliver thofe 
who were under its curfe. This was the arduous work, in 
which the Son of God voluntarily engaged. This is the au- 
guft character, the Logos, the Wordof God! Before him an- 
gels bow with profound reverence, and cherubims veil their 
faces, 


“ Archangels found his lofty -praife, 
Thro’ ev’ry heav'nly ftreet, 

And lay their higheft honours down 
Submiffive at his feet.” Watts. 


But why does the divine Redeemer appear “ clothed in a 
velture dipt in blood!” We reply, he does it to discover his 
wondrous love ta man, whom he redeemed with his precious 
blood. As the coat of Jofeph was {tained with the blood of 
the kid, fo Jefus appears clothed in a vefture fprinkled and 
{tained with his own blood, which he fhed in procuring the 
redemption of a guilty world. Such was the malignity of 
the fin of man, that none but Jesus, the eternal Logos, was 
found equal to the mighty undertaking. Not an angel in 
-heaven had half the power, nor half the love. And fuck 
were the difficulties to be furmounted, that even Jesus could 
not complete it without fuffering the curfed, the excrucia- 
ting death of the crofs: “ For without fhedding of blood, 
there could have been no remifion.” Man had finned, and 
therefore fe or his Surety mutt pay “ the rigid fatisfaction, 
death fordeath.” ‘This the eternal Word did for man ! 

And if we reflect on the dignity of the Perfon fuffering, 
the love difcovered will appear beyond expreffion. It is that 
omnipotent Being, whofe voice fpread the heavens abroad, 
and laid the foundations of the earth ; ‘ for by him were all 


* Heb. iv. 15, 16. 
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things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, vifie 
ble and invifible ; whether they be thrones, or dominions; 
or principalities, or powers, all things were created by him, 
and for him*.” , | i 
Behold the obje¢ts of this love, and our aftonifhment will 
be heightened. Not rebel angels : No, thefe were paffed 
by in awful fovereignty : “‘ He took not on him the nature 
of angels, but the feed of Abraham.”—Stupeéndous love ! 


“ A rebel ’midft the thunders of his throne! 
Nor I alone !—a rebel univerfe ! 

My fpecies up inarms ! not one exempt ! 
Yet for the fouleft of the foul he dies.” Younc. 


The designs of this love will enhance its value ; and thefe 
are no lefs than to redeem from death and hell ; to pluck im- 
mortal fouls from everlafting burnings ; to tranflate them 
from the tyranny of Satan, into the liberty of the children of 
God ; to juftify, purify, and adopt into the family of heaven 
the heirs of hell and mifery ; to ‘* make them heirs of God, 
and joint heiis with himfelf, and to put them in poifeffion of 
an inheritance. incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away |?" : 

We may obferve alfo, that the manner of Chrift’s appear- 
ance denotes the triumphs he has obtained over his enemies 
and ours: “* He was clothed with a vefture ftained with 
blood,” like a mighty and victorious general, arrayed ina 
garment fprinkled with the blood of his vanquifhed and 
flaughtered enemies. It was in this chara¢ter, and clothed 
with this vefture, that Ifaiah faw him in prophecy, when he 
fays, ‘* Who is this that cometh from Edom, with died gar~ 
ments frem Bozra ! this that is glorious in his apparel, tra- 
velling in the greatnefs of his ftrength? Wherefore art thou 
_ red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth 
ein the wine-fat ? I have trodden the wine-prefs alone, and 
“of the people there was none with me ; for I will tread them 
‘in mine anger, and trample them in my fury, and their blood 

fhall be fprinkled upon my garments, and I will ftain all my 
raiment ; for the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the 
year of my redeemed is come.” This wonderful appear- 
ance fhows that the conflict was great. Many and powerful 
were the obftacles which ftood in the way of the redemption 
of finners. The inexorable justice of God, that jealous at- 
tribute, pleaded the purity of the commands of Jehovah, the 
unchangeablenefs of his word, and the neceffity of fulfilling 
the threatenings of the violatedlaw. The /aw pleads the ho- 


¥ Colosse i, 6, 
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nour of God and the injury of the fin of man. But Jefus 
atoned for the injury of fim ; he fulfilled all the demands of 
the law, and made it honourable ; ‘* made an end of fin, and 
brought in an everlafting righteoufnefs,” ‘and therefore 
thefe obfiacles are removed. But ftill the enmzty of the fin. 
ner’s heart oppofes the reception of the bleffed effeéts of this 
purchafed redemption. This obftacle is removed by the gift 
of the HOLY GHosT, whofe office it is, to convince the world 
of.sin, ‘* to take away the heart of ftone, and impart an heart 
of flefh,” to illuminate the mind remove the ftubbornefs of 
the will, and the carnality of the affections ; and thus the 
finner becomes the willing fervant of God, in the day of his 
power. Ali the powers of darkness unitedly oppofed the fal- 
vation of man. The malice of Satan ruined man, and his 
hatred urged him and all his legions to prevent, if poffible, 
the redemption of the apoftate creature. Thus Jefus had all 
the rage by man, and the dreadful malice of devils, to oppofe 
and vanquith, before he could proclaim to earth and heaven, 
ft is finished ! This conteft ftained his garment ; and there- 
fore he appears, “ clothed in a vefture dipt in blood.” But 
although he funk beneath the weight into the grave, yet as a 
mighty conqueror, he burft the feeble chains of death—he 
arofe, and, “ having fpoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a fhow of them openly, triumphing over them *. And 
when he afcended, the angelic convoy, who accompanied his 
flight up to the heaven of heavens, called to the dazzling 
portals, “ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, andbe ye lift up, 
ye everlafting doors, and the King of glory fhall come in !” 
The thining guards of the celeftial city inquire, ‘“ Who is 
this King of glory?” The attendants of the Conqueror re- 
ply, “ The Lord flrong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle, the Lord of Hofts, HE is the King of gloryt!”’ 
HORATIO. 


* Col, ti, 15. + Psa. xxiv. 7, 8, 10. 
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LETTER OF A DYING SOLDIER. 


A copy of a Letter from a Soldier in America, to his Wife in. 
England ; written a short time after the battle of Bunker's. 
Hill. 


{ This beautiful letter was printed a few years ago in a pe-° 
riodical publication, which we believe is in the hands but of 
very few of our readers.] 3 , 








My DEAREST LOVE, 


EFORE thefe lines reach you, grim death will have {wept 
me off the ftage of life, and filthy reptiles will be feeding 
on that form once fo dear to thee. No more fhalt thou re- 
ofe inthefe arms ; no more fhall thefe eyes, now {fwimming. 
in the fhades of death, behold thy lovely perfon, or gaze, 
with delight on thee or my dear infants, Yefterday we had 
a bloody and obftinate fight, in which we had great numbers. 
killed and wounded. I received one ball in my groin, and 
another in my breaft. Iam now fo weak with the lofs of 
blood, that I can hardly write thefe few lines, as the laf tribute 
of my unchanging love to thee. The furgeons inform me 
that three hours will be the utmoft I can furvive.—Alas }, 
too true was the dire prefage which brooded in my mind, 
that we fhould never meet again on this fide eternity. _ 

On our paflage from England to America, I gave myfelf 
up to reading the bible, it being the only book I was poffleffed 
of. The Almighty parent of mankind, was pleafed to draw 
my heart to him by the fweet attractions of his grace, and at 
the fame time to enlighten my mind. .There is in the regi- 
ment a corporal who is a methodift. I had no knowledge of 
him, till one night when I had been earneft in prayer to God, 
to guide me in the way of peace. During my fleep, I dreamt 
of this fame man, and was direéted to him by name, which 
was Samuel Pierce. The dream made fo ftrong an imprefli- 
on my mind, that next morning, I enquired if there was fuch 
a perfon in the regiment, and was greatly aftonifhed to find 
him. I told him my dream, with which he was much pleaf- 
ed. We foon contracted a ftrong friendfhip, and he was 

leafed to explain to me the amazing love of God in giving 
his fon Jefus Chrift to bleed and die for mankind; he un- 
fulded to me the my fteries of falvation, the nature of the new 
birth, and the great neceflity of holinefs of heart and life ; in 
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short, he became my fpiritul father, and to him, under God, 
owe all the good I am ‘acquainted with. My dear love 1 
with thee to become acquainted with this bleffed way of life. 

Soon after'we landed, God was pleafed to fpeak peace to 
my foul. Oh! the blifs, the unutterable joy that I then felt, 
chnotigh the blood of the Lamb! How I longed to tell the 
whole world what Jefus had done for me! But how did I 
long, yea burn, to have thee, my dear lave, to tafte and know 
the. love of God in Chrift Jefus! I would have given the 
world to have been with thee, to have informed thee of the 
pearl of great price. My dear love, as we fhall never meet 
more in this vale of tears, let me impofe this laft, this dying 
obligation upon thee ; end, if I was ever dear to thee, let 
me intreat thee not to negleat the laft advice of thy departing 
hiufband ; which is, that thou mayeft give thy felf up to God, 
read the bible and good books,and frequent the preaching of the 
people called methodifts ; and the Lord will guide thee in his 
way. And oh endeavour to bring up the dear little ones inthe 
fear of God. Oh never fix thine heart upon the vain and un- 
fubftantial things of this world. Heaven and the love of God 
are the only things that demand our hearts, or are worthy of 
engrofling them. ‘Thou art yet young, nor can I wifh thee 
not to enter again into the marriage ftate when Iam cold 
and in the daft. But let me give thee fome advice : marry 
with no one," however handfome or rich he may be, unlefs 
he fears and loves God. Thatis the only thing needful. 
During the four years we cohabited together, many things 
occurred which I forbear mentioning ; but as I have obtain- 
ed pardon of God, my awful judge, for all I have done, 
I molt humbly beg of thee, that thou wilt pardon me wherein 
foever I have offended thee; and I moft heartily acquit thee 
of any thing thou haift done to difoblige me. I have been a 
worthlefs hufband to thee, and an undutiful fon to my parents, 
and a vile rebel againft my God. O God, be merciful to me 
4 finner! I die in peace with all the w orld. Idie in a full 
affurance of eternal glory. A few moments, and my foul 
fhall be ranged amongft the difembodied fpirits, in the gene- 
ral affembly of the church of the firft born, who are written in 
heaven.. Oh, my love! I beg of thee, I befeech thee, I 
charge thee, to meet me in the realms of glory ! Oh, fly to 
the arms of the once bleeding Jefus! Oh, cry to him, day 
and night, and he will hear and blefs thee ! 

And you, my dear infants, though you bave not the perfea 
knowledge of ¥ our wérthitefs father, I beg you’ to pray to 
meet mé in the realms of blifs. The God who bleffed Jacob 
and Joteph: will blefs‘you. Seck him, and he willbe found 
of you; call upon him, and he will hear and blefs you. 
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What is the world but fin and forrow. The rich are opprefled 
with their wealth ; the poor are groaning for the want of that 
which the others are burdened with. The men of power 
are afflicted with holding the reins, and guiding the helm ; 
the governed are oppretied with real or imaginary .evils. 
The life of a foldier is blood and cruelty ; that of a failor 
dangers anddeath. A city life is full of confufion and ftrife ; 
acountry life is loaded with tailand labour. But the greateft 
of all evils flows from our own finful nature. Wherever we 
are, we may be happy ; we carry the key of blifs.in our brealt. 
The world itfelf never yet made any one happy. God alone is 
the blifs of a reaionable foul ; and he is every where prefent, 
and we have every where free accefs to him, Learn, then, 
my dear children, when you grow up, to feek for permanent 
happinefs in God, through a crucified Redeemer. 

My dear love, fhould the {pirits of the departed have any 
knowledge of things here below, and at the fame time any 
intercourfe with them (though unfeen) how fhall I rejoice 
to be thy guardian angel, to attend thee, and fmile to fee thee 
combat fin, conquer the world, and fubdue the fiefh ; but if 
not, how thall I {mile to meet thee on the bright frontiers of 
Heaven. ‘hele hands fhall weave for thee, with joy, thy 
triumphant crown. I firft will hail thee to thy native man- 
fions. I firft will guide thy conquering feet to the celeftial 
city, and introduce thee to the jubilant throng who tread the 
{treets of the New Jerufalem. I firft will lead thee to the 
facred throne of our God, where we will together bow, 
tranfported, at the fublime feat of the ever-adorable Jefus. 
Then, then will we ftrike our melodious harps of gold, in the 
moft exalted {trains of harmony and love. Then fhall our 
love be confummated, refined, and eternalized. 


The world recedes, it difappears ; 

Heaven opens on my eyes ; my ears, 
With founds feraphic, ring: 

Lend, lend your wings ; I mount, I fly! 

O grave, where is thy victory ? 

O death, where is thy fting ? 


Dear love, more would I fay, but life ebbs out apace. 
My fenfes ceafe to perform their office. Bright angels 
ftand around the gory turf on which I lie, ready to efcort 
me to the arms of my Jefus. Bending faints reveal my fhi- 
ning crown, and beckon me away, Yea, methinks, my Jefus 
bids me come. Adieu! Adieu! “Adieu! dear love. 


JOHN RANDON® 
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A CAUTION TO YOUTH. 


—_—_——— 


My son, of sinners entice thee, consent thou not. Prov. i. 16, 






if is an awful truth, though little regarded or believed 
that our infernal enemy, however he may fhift his ground, 
or vary his operations, uniformly aims at the accomplith. 
ment of one defign, viz. the final damnation of the soul. In 
purfuing this deitruCtive purpofe, there is no engine he em. 
| ploys with more fatal fuccefs than the socza/ affections of hu- 
man nature, - 
i Man was formed for intercourfe ; and were it not for fin, 
; this defignation of the benevolent Creator mutt prove a fource 
t of unknown improvement and pleafure to intelligent crea- 
, tures. To be independently happy is the fole prerogative of 
, felf-exiftent Deity: The happinefs of created, dependant 
| beings, muft be entirely relative. Perfect creatures derive 
all heir enjoyment from God. The fcenes of creation are 
to them fo many bright mediums of communion with Him ; 
and the communications of their kindred minds are divine- 
ly appointed to condutt each other to the Eternal ail. 

Through the channel of focial affection fin firft made its 
entrance into our world ; the woman gave me of the tree, and 
I did eat—And ftill the interefts of darknefs are promoted 
by the abufe of focial influence : No man feems willing to 
be damned alone. Some appear even to derive confolation 
from the horrible perfuafion, that their companions amidft 
the flames of hell will be very numerous. Ahdeluded mor- 
tal! doft thou then conclude, that, becaufe the smiles of thy 
affociates in tranfgreflion now contribute to heighten thy guit 
for the pleasures of fin, therefore their agonies will ferve 
hereafter to, alleviate thine ? or reconcile thy feelings to thofe 
horrible pains which are the wages of fin ? 

The young endeavour to banifh religion from their f{mil- 
| ing circle, as an unfeafonable intruder. Their emulation is 
to ftrew the paths of death with the faireft flowers of plea- 
fure. Come, fay they, and wiile the roses bloom and oppor- 
tunity beckons, come, cast in thy lotamong us. Let the con- 
cerns of futurity quietly ref{ among thofe forbidding glooms 
which envelope them. Avoid, ashell, the whining dupe of 
religious fingularity. ‘The majority is ours : And, if there 
be a God, he is too merciful to deftroy fo many of his crea- 
tures. My son, if sinners entice thee consent thou not. Re- 
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folutely ftand alocf from their fecret, and chufe none of their 
ways. Trifle not with the fhining bait ; it conceals the hook of 
mifery. Wilt thou credit the flattering lips of thy moft dan- 
gerous foe? or hang with pleafure on thofe fyren founds, 
which allure thee to everlafting ruin? God forbid! Can 
{tern neceflity compel thee to facrifice thy foul and heaven, 
for thefe momentary enjoyments? No, for Jefus calls thee 
to nobler pleafures.. What are all the blandifhments of the 
harlot sin, when compared with the refplendent and original 
glories of Immanuel? \Vhat are the moft liberal offers of 
this perifing world, when contrafted with the treafures of 
a Saviour’s grace and the royai fplendors of his kingdom? 
On these let your choice determine, and happinefs is all your 


own. 
J. B. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


An Infallible Medicine for the Cure of a dangerous Disorder, 
to be had GRATIS. 


WHERE AS a moft violent and dangerous difeafe has 
greatly prevailed in this neighbourhood, as well as in 
many other places, muchrefembling the plague, afriend of 
mankind has thought it expedient to publifh the following 
account of it, with its various fymptoms and effects, and to 
recommend a method of curc, which has never failed in a 
fingle inftance. 4 
This difeafe has long been known among the learned by 
a variety of names. ‘The Gree phyficians called it Amar. 
Tra. It may be difcovered by the following fymptoms. 
The head is always affected, particularly the eyes, fo that 
moft objeéts are miftaken for each other. The understand- 
ing is clouded. ‘The patient is fometimes deaf, efpecially 
to certain fubjeéts of difcourfe. The tongue is fo ftrangely 
difordered, that it fpeaks perverfe and blafphemous words. 
The patient has occafioual fits of dameness, efpecially when it 
is propofed to walk to a place of worthip. . But the heart is 
the principal feat of the difeafe, {tom the affections of which, 
the fenfes and members ‘are alfo difordered.» This difeafe 
‘38, upor good grounds, fuppofed to be-hereditary, and may 
be traced back to the common parent of imankind. It is 
therefore universal ; fo that there never was but one Man in 
in the world exempted froma taint of it. 
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The prefent effets of this diforder are very dreadful. It 
fometimes produces a raging fever, infatiable thirst, aud ex- 
treme restlessness. ‘The mind is at times alarmed and filled 
with anxiety. The patient difcovers pride, envy, malice, 
covetousness, lust, and deceit. His family, friends, and 
neighbours, are frequently fufferers, as many in this place 
can teftify. Magiftrates are fometimes forced to interfere, 
and though they feldom attempt a cure, they prevent his do- 
ing further mifchief. 

But the final confequences of this difeafe are formidable 
in the utmoft degree. Unlefs timely affiftance be afforded 
(which muft generally be in the early ftages of it), the pati- 
ent inevitably perifhes. Death, dreadful death, mutt enfue ; 
and that, attended with fuch circumftances of mifery, hor- 
ror and defpair, that humanity is conftrained to draw a veil 
over the terrible fcene. 

It is neceflary to add, that by far the greater part of thofe 
on whom it preys, are utterly infenfible, of their condition, 
and unwilling to admit that they are ill. It is probable that 
fome who read this advertifement may feel themfelves an- 
gry with this reprefentation of their cafe, and be ready to 
throw it afide with difdain. A certain indication this, that 
the patient is dangeroufly difordered. But this may, at the 
fame time, account for ihe general and fatal neglect of ap- 
plying in time to 3 

THE PHYSICIAN. 


This extraordinary Man is not indeed a seventh son, but the 
only Son of amoft high and diftinguifhed Perfonage. He 
was intended for the profeffion from his birth, and in all re- 
{pects properly qualified for it. His fkill, tendernefs, and 
care, were never impeached by any one of the thoufands of 
patients, whom he has perfeétly reftored. His practice has 
been incomparably extenfive, and millions can teftify, that 
by Him the blind have received their fight, the lame have 
leaped as an hart, lepers have been cleanfed, the deaf have 
been made quick of hearing, and many dead perfons have 
been reftored to life. After a life of the mott benevolent 
exertions, he was put to death by the malice of fome igno- 
rant practitioners, who envied his fame and fuccefs. How- 
ever, the world {flill reaps the benefit of that specific medicine 
which he prepared. Certain perfons, appointed by him, 
commiited his advice to writing, and have recorded it ina 
moift excellent family book, which has gone through a thou- 
fand editions, and is commonly called 


THE BIBLE- 
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Here we learn that sz is the great difeafe of the human 
race, that it has the moft unhappy effects on the bodies and 
fouls of men; that it has introduced all'the miferies under 
which they groan. Herein alfo we are taught that no men 
can cure himfelf of this difeafe; and though a multitude of 
quacks have recommended noftrums of their own, there is 
only one medicine in the world that can effect a cure. 

Reader, go and learn what that meaneth: The blood of 
Fesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
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Short argument for the Deity of the Holy Ghost. 






—— 





Ae all the fins which we read of, none is repre- 
fented as unpardonable, but the blafphemy againft the 
Holy Ghott, 

‘Does not the nature of this horrible offence ftrike every 
truly ferious.and confiderate man with -the deepeft awe ? 
Does it not infpire the foul with an irrefiftible perfuafion, 
that the Perfonage again whom it is fo peculiarly criminal, 
and fo irrevocably deftruétive to offend, mutt be highly ex- 
alted indeed ? “ Can this, O my foul, be a mere creature ? 
What would the Eternal Majefty deny pardon to an offence 
committed againit an infinitely zuferior being (for all crea- 
ted beings mutt be infinitely beneath the Creator), while he 
has provided, promifed, and offers it to rebels againft H1M- 
seELF? Surely no!” The blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft 
being irremiffible, is therefore a cogent and awful proot of 
his true and proper Deity. Ananias was firft expoftulated. 
with, as having yielded up himfelf as the vaflal of Satan “ to 
lie to the Holy Ghoft ;” and then was arrainged, convicted, 
condemned, immediately ftruck dead, for having “‘ lied not 
unto men, but unto God.” Should any inquire wherefore the 
blafphemy again{t the Spirit is reprefented as emphatically 
criminal, and terribly deftructive ? Becaufe he is the great 
witnefs both of the Father and the Son, in the infpired word, 
in miracles, and in all his operations on the heart and cqnifci- 
ence ; fo that they who oppofe, blafpheme, and ridicule his 
teftimony, refift the ftrongeft manifeftation.that ever was, or 
ever will be given of God to the children of men. | 
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——wt 5 )S 
Pious advice to a Profligate Son. 








‘“ YT is allatale,” faid Will, to one of his female eou- 

fins, who fpoke of going to church next day. “* My 
»rother and I are to have a ride into the country.” the la- 
dy was fhocked at the rudenefs of the declaration, and in- 
ftead of an approving fmile, Will was rewarded with a 
frown. This young gentleman was placed early in life ata 
diftance from thofe whofe more immediate duty it was to 
guide his unprattifed. years ; and thus left at liberty in the 
choice of his companions and pleafures, he foon exchanged 
the principles which had been carefully inftilled into him, for 
others more flattering and fafhionable. When he made the 
above open and frank acknowledgment of his opinions, he 
was juft come froma friend’s houfe, where he had dined, and 
done honour to the excellent quality of the wines by bring- 
ing off a fufficient quantity. Infpired and elevated with the 
entertainments of the table from which he had lately rifen, 
Will was ambitious, in the abfence of thofe whofe years and 
€xperience would have been a reftraint, of fhowing his fupe- 
rjority to vulgar weakneffes and ‘rpaenents Whether he 
imagined that fucha difcovery would recommend him to the 
favour of the ladies, I will not determine. 

As I found myfelf altogether unqualified to join in that fort 
of polite converfation which the gentleman had introduced, 
and which he feemed defirous of continuing with the help of 
his younger brother, who has embraced the fame generous 
and enlarged fentiments, I inftantly withdrew, leaving Will 
and his coufins to manage the matter betwixt them. For 
my own part, I am ftill refolved to perfift in the primitive 
practice of obferving the fabbath-day, till my underftanding 
fhall be fo far enlightened as to perceive, with Will, that the 
Chriftian religion is a//a tale. If it be atale, as Will fays 
(and he no doubt, has his reafons), fure it is a geod one. 

The young gentleman came down in the morning proper- 
ly equipped, and finding their fifter was ready, they all three 
ftept into the chaife which waited at the door. They had 
not proceeded far, before Euphrenia,.an able young lady, 
began to feel fome uneafinefs of mind and exprefled her 
doubts whether it was lawful to take fuch a journey of plea- 
fure on that day. ‘ I faw my mother look a little difpleafed 
when we were preparing to fet out "—* My mother is too 
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narrow and bigotted, you know.” replied Will, “ and fhe. 
will forget us all as foon as fhe fees her favourite preacher 
Mr. —— in the pulpit.”—* I dare fwear,” fays his younger 
brother, ‘* fhe has forgot us already, for fhe is by this time 
on her knees in the little clofet.”—-** She never forgets any 
of us there,” fays his fifter; *‘ but I have been too eafily 
prevailed on to engage in this expedition. Had I reflected 
that it would have given our dear mother fuch uneafinefs, or 
that I fhould have been expofed to hear fuch converfation, I 
would not have hefitated a moment to flay behind. There 
is a dreadful cloud hanging over us! How black and difmal 
itappears! It will certainly foon burft upon us in a deluge of 
rain.”— What have you to fear from the burfting of the 
cloud ?”” fays Will: ‘“* We are all fecure in this fnug carri- 
age, and in a {hort time we fhall have a good comfortable. 
room and a hearty dinner; and if we can get no pleafure, 
out of doors, we fhall amufe ourfelves the beft way we can 
within.” —‘“* But what will become of that poor fellow that 
rides before us?”’——“* Let him go to the ’—* T am 
afraid, Will, fome of us fhall get there before him.” —* Sif- 
ter, your notions are too antiquated. You have been too 
long in a confined {phere among the canting whining hypo- 
crites of . I mult have you along with me. None of the 
people of fenfe and fafhion with us trouble their heads about 
religion, or ever think of minding Sunday or going to 
church ; they leave that to fervants and mechanics.”— 
“Then I fear they leave the beft part to them and take up 
with the worft themfelves. They forego, I am now incli- 
ned to think, the moft rational gratification our natures can 
enjoy, and rafhly renounce all hopes of future happinefs, for 
the pomp and glitter of a day.” —“* You will judge otherwife 
when we have had you awhile amongft us.”—* [ hope not: 
I am not at all ambitious of the honour you propofe ; and if 
fuch be the circle to which you would introduce me, [ chufe 
rather to remain at home in peace and obfcurity. My 
friends, it is true, are of a different way of thinking from 
yours, and may not, perhaps, appear fo gay and {plendid, but 
they have as found heads and as honeft hearts ; and I feel 
myfelf perfeétly happy in-their fociety, without any with to 
make a change.”——“‘ An excellent parfon in petticoats, upon 
my word. Where, in the name of wonder, fifter, have you 
acquired all this fine rhetoric and divinity? Did you ftudy 
at ——-, or at ? Couldft thou get in amongft the people 
called Quakers, I am confident thou wouldft outfhine the 
beft-gifted filler of them all. But how wilt thou part with 
that high cap, child, thefe fmart feathers, and ail thy other fi. 
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nery? Serioufly, fifter, I pity your weaknefs ; and had [ 
dreamed that your confcience was fo very tender and fcrapu- 
lous, I would not have afked you to be of our party.” 
“¢ And I, brother, moft fincerely pity your wickednefs ; and 
had I known that your principles were fo loofe, and that you 
could have talked in fo profane and irreligious a flyle, no en- 
treaties fhould have moved me to accompany you. But I 
beg that for the future you will fupprefs, at leaft when I am 
prefent, all fuch impious reflections, to which my. ears have 
hitherto been unaccuftomed.”” The young gentleman, con- 
founded and abathed at fo fpirited a remonftrance, behaved 
during the remainder of the journey with decency and good 
manners ; but notwithanding all their efforts to force an air 
of gaiety and cheerfulnefs, the day paffed very dull and 
eth The weather too was unfavourable. In their re- 
urn to town they had long intervals of filence, imterrupted 
only by vawnings. At length the younger brother began to 
hum a fafhionable air, but was quickly reproved by the 
other, who thought it imprudent to fhock any further the 
feelings of their fifter, left a difcovery fhould be made, 
which would draw upon him the difpleafure of his parents, 
and embitter the fhort ftay he intended to make among his 
relations. As fodn as they landed at their father’s houfe, 
the young lady repaired immediately to her own apartment, 
and the young gentlemen to a tavern in the neighbourhood, 
to {pend the evening, according to appointment, with fome 
very choice companions ; where the mifcarriage of that day’s 
excurfion, and the ridiculous fqueamifhnefs of their fifter, 
furnifhed no fmall fhare of the entertainment. 

A little before the time fixed on for her brother’s depar- 
ture, Euphronia took an opportunity of relating the whole 
affair to her mother, and expreffed her concern and regret 
for having ated fo contrary to her mother’s inclinations and 
lier own fenfe of duty. As it was the firft offence, the ho- 
ped to be forgiven, and promifed fhe would never fuffer 
herfelf to be drawn in to give her countenance to fuch an 
unworthy abufe of that facred day. ‘‘ Atk forgivenefs, my 
dear,” faid her mother, “of Him whom you have chiefly 
offended, and take care to fhow the fincerity of your repent- 
ance by a greater purity of converfation, and a firicter re- 
gard to the inftitutions of our holy religion.” At this mo- 
ment her brother entered the room, upon which fhe went 
out, and left them alone together. Will foon dreaded, from 
the countenance of his mother, more in forrow than in an- 
ger, what had been the fubjeé& of their converfation ; but 
fhe did not keep him long ina flate of fufpenfe. Witha 

















( 14% ) 


dignity, yet at the fame time with tendernefs, fhe thus ad- 
drefled him: “ Sorry I am from the heart, my dear Will, 
to hear fuch accounts of your conduét as cannot but leffen 
you in the efteem of all thofe whofe regard is worth poffef- 
fing. I never expected to receive fuch information concern- 
ing you. But the fource whence I have derived it can leave 
no room for uncertainty and doubt. To have heard that 
you were feized with a violent fever, or had broken a limb 
by a fall from your horfe, could not have raifed in me fo 
great an alarm for your fafety as this news hasdonee A 
mind, corrupted by, evil principles and vicious indulgences, 
is worfe than all the dreadful diforders and misfortunes to 
which the body is liable. With fuch an inconfiderable fhare 
of knowledge and experience ay you muft have acquired, 
how dare you fo boldly difpute the truth of a relation which 
has been credited by many much wifer and better than your- 
felf, or call in queftion the exiftence of things which it is 
impoflible for you and all the fons of Adam to difprove? 
But I am ftill difpofed to think favourably of you, and to 
believe that you are not as yet a real confirmed infidel, but 
have been betrayed into the profeflion of thefe fentiments 
merely by vanity and a foolifh defire of appearing as manly 
as your neighbours. You have unhappily chofen as models 
for your imitation the moft contemptible of your fex: Few, 
Ihope, of ours are as yet infected with this libertine and 
abandoned {pirit. As you are yet only a novice, I am not 
without expectations that a timely and ferious warning may 
not be altogether loft upon you. It has long been my fludy 
and defire to preferve on my mind a deep conviction of the 
uncertainty of all human enjoyments, and when I part with 
any of my family to confider that I may never have the 
pleafure of converfing with them again in this world. Hear- 
ken to this then, as if it were the laft advice of an affection. 
ate mother, who cannot but love you, though your conduct 
has not hitherto been fuch as ihe can hédneftly approve. 
Surely thofe affociates who are fo lavifh in their affertions 
of friendfhip, when perhaps heated and inflamed with wine, 
cannot feel fuch ardent and fincere wifhes for your welfare 
as the parent who brought you forth and nourifhed you all 
your infant days. O, my fon! flee, I befeech you, the 
company of the vain and licentious: They may endeavour 
to perfuade you that they are happy; but heed them not: 
It is a delufion and a lie. . They never caritalte of true and 
genuine fatisfaction while they madly purfue fuch a courfe. 
Venture not amongft them again, though it were to make 
you mafter of a world: The ruin both of body and foul 
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mutt be the fatal confequence of fuch aconnexion. If you 
cultivate the fociety of the virtuous and the wife, you fhall 
never have caufe to repent of it. “Their friendthip is fincere, 
and it will be improving, delightful, fteady, and permanent; 
but God himfelf is the only powerful and unchangeable 
friend. Remember that you are obnoxious, as well as others, 
to misfortune, difeafe, and death. ‘There are fituations in 
human life when the moft faithful and attentive friends can 
only behold and weep, but cannot afford the fmalleft relief: 
In fuch a feafon the certainty and reality of thofe things, 
which you now affeét to deride, will prefs upon your mind 
in all their native force and vigour; and though you fhould 
obtain comfort, yet I almoft tremble to think how dear your 
folly of mocking at religion will coft you. Be intreated to 
read often, and with attention, that bleffed book which the 
gay and thoughtlefs fo much defpife, and think it no fhame 
or difgrace to implore the direction of Him who hath made 
both it and you: It will tell you all things that ever you did. 
Do not haftily believe it to be a falfehood invented to impofe 
upon the weak and credulous, becaufe men of profligate 
manners, who wiih it in their hearts, have been bold enough 
to fay fo, or becaufe a few, who call thecniatves philofophers, 
and pretend to be much more knowing than others, have, 
in the pride of their. underftanding, denied the truth and 
reality of allreligion. With the greateft bigotry and zeal 
have they propagated their deteftable opinions ; thus attempt- 
ing, with the moft inhuman barbarity, to rob the wretched 
of their only fupport. But upon a diligent perufal, I hope 
you will find to your comfort, that there is nothing weak or 
defeAiive in the evide nce, nothing ablurd or contradictory 
in the dodirines, nothing unreafonable in the precepts; but 
‘hat allis worthy of that wife and gracious Being from 
whom it comes, and wonderfully adapted to the miferable 
ftate of thofe to whom it is direéted. Be affured I fhall 
not ceafe to recommend you to the fame God who has kind- 
ly conducted and comforted me, and in whofe fervice 1 
have enjoyed infinitely more fweetnefs and delight than the 
moft fuccefsiul votary of vice from all his mean and fading 
pleafures. And if my poor teflimony can add any weight 
with you to the countlels multitudes who have feit and pro- 
claimed that God is true, I can moft fafely and heartily 
afirm, that inno one moment fince I knew him have If 
found his word to fail, and I am perfuaded never fhali. 
Many comforts has he ‘poured into my cup; and this one, 
I truft, is fill referved for me—to hear, before I leave this 
world, that my prayers for your conyiéiion and amendment 
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have been heard and anfwered.” Here the good old lady 
ended with tears in her eyes. Her fon hung down his head 
in the utmoft confufion, unable to make any reply. What 
effect thefe admonitions will have upon him, time alone 


can determine. 
SCOTUS. 
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Religion and Learning Mutually Helpful. 







HE intelligent Chriftian is much and frequently pained 
in obferving the prevalence of infidelity among the 
learned, and alfo the contempt in which learning is held by 
many profeflors of the religion of Jefus. Many, who pro- 
fefs the true religion, in their weaknefs and enthufiafm pour 
abundance of contempt upon human literature: They even 
confider learning as injurious to religion; and feem to 
imagine that it almoft, if not altogether, difqualifies a man 
for the Chriftian miniftry ; and that illiteracy is a very effen- 
tial qualification for that important work. Many men of 
letters, on the other hand, treat Chriftianity with much 
undeferved contempt. Though learning is by no means to 
be put upon a level with religion—the one exceeding the 
other, in real importance, as eternity exceeds time; yet are 
they mutually beneficial to each other. L.earning has been 
denominated, and with great propriety, the hand-maid to 
Religion ; and Chriftianity has defended and preferved this 
her hand-maid—has defended and preferved her, when, if 
fhe had difmiffed her from her fervice, fhe would have been 
expofed, fhe would have been neglected, fhe would even 
have perifhed. Chriftianity protected Learning, when all 
the antichriftian world difregarded, defpifed, and caft her 
out of doors; and in due time fhe brought her forth, to be 
admired, and to be courted by the whole world. On the 
other hand, Learning has not been an ungrateful nor ufeleis 
fervant to her miftrefs: What can I mention that fhe has 
not done for her? She has faithfully delivered her meflages 
to thoufands, to millions, who otherwife would have re- 
mained unacquainted with her ; fhe has revived her interefts; 
fhe has difperfed the darknefs that veiled her glory ; fhe has 
defended her caufe, confounded her enemies, and in a 
thoufand ways promoted her advantage. Without fear of 
contradiction we may venture to affert, that there was a 
time, when, had it not been for Chriftianity, Learning—all 
Vor. I. U 
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muft be the fatal confequence of fuch aconnexion. If you 
cultivate the fociety of the virtuous and the wife, you fhall 
never have caufe to repent of it. Their friendfhip is fincere, 
and it will be improving, delightful, fteady, and permanent; 
but God himfelf is the only powerful and unchangeable 
friend. Remember that you are obnoxious, as well as others, 
to misfortune, difeafe, and death. There are fituations in 
human life when the moft faithful and attentive friends can 
only behold and weep, but cannot afford the fmalleft relief: 
In fuch a feafon the certainty and reality of thofe things, 
which you now affect to deride, will prefs upon your mind 
in all their native force and vigour; and though you fhould 
obtain comfort, yet I almoft tremble to think how dear your 
folly of mocking at religion will coft you. Be intreated to 
read often, and with attention, that bleffed book which the 
gay and thoughtlefs fo much defpife, and think it no fhame 
or difgrace to implore the direction of Him who hath made 
both it and you: It will tell you all things that ever you did. 
Do not haflily believe it to be a falfehood invented to impofe 
upon the weak and credulous, becaufe men of profligate 
manners, who with it in their hearts, have been bold enough 
to fay fo, or becaufe a few, who call themfelves philofophers, 
and pretend to be much more knowing than others, have, 
in the pride of their. underftanding, denied the truth and 
reality of allreligion. With the greateft bigotry and zeal 
have they propagated their deteftable opinions ; thus attempt- 
ing, with the moft inhuman barbarity, to rob the wretched 
of their only fupport. But upon a diligent perufal, I hope 
you will find to your comfort, that there is nothing weak or 
defeAtive in the evidence, nothing abfurd or contradictory 
in the dodirines, nothing unreafonable in the precepts ; but 
that allis worthy of that wife and gracious Being from 
whom it comes, and wonderfully adapted to the miferable 
ftate of thofe to whom it is direéted. Be affured I fhall 
not ceafe to recommend you to the fame God who has kind- 
ly conducted and comforted me, and in whofe fervice I 
have enjoyed infinitely more {weetnefs and delight than the 
moft fuccefsful votary of vice from all his mean and fading 
pleafures. And if my poor teftimony can add any weight 
with you to the countlefs multitudes who have felt and pro- 
claimed that God is true, I can moft fafely and heartily 
afirm, that in no one moment fince I knew him have I 
found his word to fail, and I am perfuaded never fhaill. 
Many comforts has he poured into my cup; and this one, 
I truft, is fill referved for me—to hear, before I leave this | 
world, that my prayers for your conyiéiion and amendment 
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have been heard and anfwered.” Here the good old lady 
ended with tears in her eyes. Her fon hung down his head 
in the utmoft confufion, unable to make any reply. What 
effect thefe admonitions will have upon him, time alone 
can determine. 
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4 in obferving the prevalence of infidelity among the 
learned, and alfo the contempt in which learning is held by 
many profeffors of the religion of Jefus. Many, who pro- 
fefs the true religion, in their. weaknefs and enthufiafm pour 
abundance of contempt upon human literature: They even . 
confider learning as injurious to religion; and feem to 
imagine that it almoft, if not altogether, difqualifies a man 
for the Chriftian miniftry ; and that illiteracy is a very effen- 
tial qualification for that important work. Many men of 
letters, on the other hand, treat Chriftianity with much 
undeferved contempt. Though learning is by no means to 
be put upon a level with religion—the one exceeding the 
other, in real importance, as eternity exceeds time; yet are 
they mutually beneficial to each other. Learning has been 
denominated, and with great propriety, the hand-maid to 
Religion; and Chriftianity has defended and preferved this 
her hand-maid—has defended and preferved her, when, if 
fhe had difmiffed her from her fervice, fhe would have been 
expofed, fhe would have been neglected, fhe would even 
have perifhed. Chriftianity protected Learning, when all 
the antichriftian world difregarded, defpifed, and caft her 
out of doors; and in due time fhe brought her forth, tobe 
admired, and to be courted by the whole world. On the 
other hand, Learning has not been an ungrateful nor ufelefs 
fervant to her miftrefs: What can I mention that fhe has 
not done for her? She has faithfully delivered her meflages 
to thoufands, to millions, who otherwife would have re- 
mained unacquainted with her ; fhe has revived her interefts; 
fhe has difperfed the darknefs that veiled her glory ; fhe has 
defended her caufe, confounded her enemies, and in a 
thoufand ways promoted her advantage. Without fear of 
contradiction we may venture to aflert, that there wasa 
time, when, had it not been for Chriftianity, Learning—all 
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the learning of antiquity—would have been loft; and that 
there was a time, when, had it not been for Learning, Chrif- 
tianity could neither, humanly fpeaking, have been known 
nor propagated. In the “difmal night of ignorance,” as it 
has been well called by an elegant writer*, which falted 
through fome of the middle centuries, the little learning 
that remained was confined to ecclefiaftics; and would have 
been neglected even by them, had not they been ecclefiattics 
—nothing but their profeflion inducing them to cultivate 
letters in any degree. And at that memorable period, the 
time of the reformation, how could Chriftianity have been 
known, how could it have been propagated, had none pof.- 
feffed the advantages of learning, had none been acquainted 
with the original languages of the facred Scriptures? We 
may further afk, with refpect to the time fince Religion and 
Learning have been revived amongtt us, have not fome of the 
brighteft luminaries in the learned world been minifters of 
Religion? And has not the caufe of Religion been mott ef- 
fe&tually promoted by men renowned for their ‘iterary ac- 
complifhments? Let not any of the literati, then, ungrate- 
fully difown their obligations to Chriftianity: And let not 
Chriftians defpife Learning, nor difcard it from the fervice 
of Religion. 
CANDIDUS. 


———wE 2: ae 


A Letter to.a young Gentleman, from his Tutor. 


Dear Srr, 


OU have juft been conducted through a courfe of libe- 
: ral education, and are now about to enter on the world 
of bufinefs and temptation. Will you permit your late in- 
ftructor, to whom you have long looked up with refpect and 
affeGtion, to recal your attention to the moft ferious and im- 
portant of all fubjeéts, I mean that of Evangelical Religion ? 
Though the gay and thoughtlefs ftart at the name, as it fome 
horrid form bolted on their fight ; though many who pre- 
tend.to fuperior knowledge, likethe Roman annalift}, treat 
itas a mifchievous fuperftition, calculated to deprefs the 
{pirits and enervate the faculties of the mind ; you, through 
the providence of God, have been taught that Gofpel piety 


* Vicesimus Knox. + Tacitus. 
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improves the underftanding and refines the heart, being total- 
ly different from that melancholy thing, whichufurps its name, 
and tears us trom all the endearments of fociety to practife 
penance and unmeaning devotion within the gloomy recef- 
jes of acloifter. Ignorance may fear, and prejudice mifre- 
prefent, the religion of Jefus; but they who know and cordial- 
ly embrace it will experience it to be g cheerful companion 
in youth, and an invariable friend amidft all the changes and 


calamities of life, which will adminifter fupport and confo- 
lation when itrength and fpirits fail, and accompany us into 
the future {tate, when all other friends have forfaken us and. 
fled. 


But, before I enter on the difcuffion of this fubje&, it will 
be proper for me to apprife youof the dangers to which you 
will foon be expofed, and the obftacles you will meet with in 
the purfuit of true wifdom. | 

A spirit of dissipation, or love of pleafure, pervades at pre- 
fent all ranks and orders of life, and threatens to expel every 
thing firious from fociety. Againft this difpofition, the 
more dangerous becaufe fo general, I earneftly intreat my 
dear young friend to be upon his guard. However inno- 
cent, and iree from dire&t immorality, Worldly Pleafure 
may appear; however fafcinating her garb; however foft and 
infinuating her fmiles and perfuafions; however numerous 
and fathionable her votaries ; yet if you fuffer yourfelf to be 
allured by the flattering voice of this fyren, fhe will infenfi- 
bly conduct you into thofe regions of mifery and defpair, 
whence few return to recite the doleful tale of her fatal 
delufions. 

Pleafure acts like an opiate ; it gently ftupifies the facul- 
ties. Accultomed to eafe, the mind becomes indifpofed for 
manly exertion and the patient inveftigation of truth, efpe- 
cially truth ofa folemn and fpiritual kind. And as the light 
of the fun is obnoxious to a difeafed eye ; fo truth itfelf, when 
it difcovers and reproves the follies we love, will become 
painful, and therefore will be hated and avoided. Thofe 
who are habituated to luxurious enjoyment, relutate againft 
every thing calculated to difturb their repofe, and roufe their 
attention. Hence arifes much, if not moft of that difguft, 
which prevails in the fathionable world, to ferious religion. 
It is their enemy, in the fame fenfe as the prophet Micaiah 
was an enemy to the guilty monarch of Ifrael ¢ , “ it doth 
not prophefy good concerning them but evil, and therefore 
they nate it.” 

+ 1 Kings, xxiis 8. 
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Every kind and degree of entertainment I would not con. 
demn as unlawful : I only wifh to caution you againft ma- 
king amusement your business—againft {pending your pre- 
cious hours in thofe' things which ought never to be ufed but 
as temporary relaxations, in order to fit both body and mind 
for vigorous ation. If you would be wife and happy, you 
muft refolutely cultivate a habit of diligent and patient atten- 
tion, and learn to defpife thofe poor contrivances which 
thoufands employ to fquander away a fhort life, and drown 
all ferious refleétion, till too late they begin to lament, ‘‘ how 
they have hated inftruction, and defpifed reproof.” 

Should you be thoughtful and inquifitive about religion, 
you will probably be expofed to the contemptuous fneer, or 
_ witty remarks, of your gay companions. But, to elude their 
force, let me intreat you to exert the fpirit of a man, and 
fecretly implore that divine help which is never denied to 
the earneft and humble fuppliant. 

Contempt and ridicule are very formidable, efpecially to 
the young and inexperienced; but they are imaginary terrors, 
and, like ghofts and apparitions, which fcare the ignorant, 
are found to be unfubftantial and harmlefs, when refolutely 
faced and minutely explored. Confider, my friend, whofe 
contempt you are likely to incur. Is it the contempt of the 
wife and good—of thofe whofe refpect is worth procuring 
upon the terms they propofe? No. None but the grofsly 
ignorant, or the infamoufly vicious, will venture to treat 
fober confideration with contempt. 

With the utmoft degrée of falfehood it has been faid, that 
ridicule is the teft of truth ; fince there is nothing fo wife, 
fo excellent, nor fo ufeful, but it may be firft viewed through 
the medium of a difcoloured imagination, and then placed by 
a profane wit in a laughable fituation, by artfully combining 
with it ridiculous things which are foreign to its nature. 
Even Plato and Paul have been dreffed by buffoons in fools- 
coats of their own making ; but neither. Plato’s philofophy, 
nor the Apoftle’s divinity, will be thought the worfe of, on 
thefe accounts, by thofe who have ftudied them for them- 
felves. The fineft and graveft poems have been parodied : 
Milton has been laughed at by Voltaire; Virgil has been tra- 
veftied ; but who that can read or relifh thofe fublime com- 
pofitions, will hold them in lefs efteem? The moft regular 
and beautiful countenances may be diftorted into the moft 
droll and horrid figures, by means of badly ground mirrors : 
Look tothe faces themfelves, and immediately you are 
{truck with admiration. It isan eafy thing to raife a violent 
exclamation againft every thing decent, as formal and {tiff ; 
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every thing ferious, as melancholy and fuperftitious ; every 
thing devout, as fanatical and enthufiaftic ; every thing that 
does not fuit the conception of a proud reafon, or which is 
not prefently obvious toa giddy diflipated mind, as nonfenfe 
and abfurdity. Some, who arrogate to themfelves all reafon 
and learning, and like the pharifees of old defpife others, 
will tell you that certain notions and practices did well 
enough for our grandmothers and nurfes, but that we live in 
more enlightened times, and that it is a proof of a little and 
illiberal mind to hold fuch opinions as are fcouted by the 
wifeft philofophers of the age. Thefe I call fly tricks played 
off upon your weaknefs and vanity, and not fober arguments 
addrefled to your underflanding. Learn to diftinguifh be- 
tween wit and argument ; between the haughty ineer of af- 
fuming contempt, and the majefty of convincing truth. 
Pray for magnanimity to maintain your rights, as a reafon- 
able creature, againft the pretended infallibility of felf-exalt- 
ed rationalifts on the one hand, and of anathematizing bigots 
on the other : And thus may your mind be prepared for 
the reception of that divine truth, which alone can make you 
“ wife to falvation.”?> Upon this fubject I will addrefs you 
again, fo foon as leifure will permit. 


Iam, with efteem, your affectionate friend, 


PAIDEUTES. 


— <> aaa——. 


SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 


—— te 


KNOW that I muft die: But what preparation have I 

made for it? O, my foul! what evidences halt thou for 
heaven? I muft die: But am I now dead to fin? I muft 
appear before God in judgment: But what account can I 
give of my life? Thofe who are pardoned through faith 
in Chrift, and fan¢tified by the Holy Ghoft, will be eter- 
nally happy: But is this my cafe? Am I pardoned? Have 
I repented ? Have I forfaken fin? and do I delight in God 
and in his fervice, and carefully fhun all evil company, and 
evil words and actions ?~—Lord, have mercy upon me ; 
make me holy, and fit.me for thy prefence. T. 
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Christian Philosophy. 





THE SUN. 


| meditating on the wonderful works of God, the firft 

object which generally ftrikes the attention, is that glori- 
ous luminary the Sun. It appears to dwell inthe heavens 
as ina grand pavilion *. The form of it is nearly, if not 
quite, {fpherical. Its magnitude is great indeed !—The di- 
ameter of it is computed to be 890,000 miles, which is 
more than equal to a hundred diameters of our earth. But 
what its fubftance is, whether it be a liquid or a folid globe, 
who can tell? The general opinion, however, is, that it is 
a body of fire, that the heat of it is preferved by its prodigi- 
ous bulk, and that light and heat are emitted from it, as from 
an enormous mafs of red-hot iron. Others fuppofe that it 
affords us light without poffefiing any great internal heat ; 
and that its beams become hot to us by mixing with our at- 
mofphere. 

The distance of the Sun from our earthly abode is truly 
aftonifhing ; it being more than eighty millions of miles! 
a diflance fo prodigious, that a cannon ball, flying at the rate 
of four hundred and eighty miles an hour, would not reach 
uS in nineteen years. And yet the rays of light which iflue 
from it, are faid to be no longer than feven or eight minutes 
in their paflage—a rapidity fo ftupendous, as to be nearly 
equal to feven times the circumference of our world in a 
moment. Our merciful Creator has placed the earth at the 
moft cenvenient diftance from the Sun, near enough to be 
fufficiently warmed by it, yet not fo near as to be confumed. 
The Sun is now generally acknowledged to be in the centre 
of our fyflem: It does not perform a circuit round the 
earth, as, from appearances, we fhould naturally conclude, 
and as the ancient philofophers fuppofed :—it revolves only 
round its own.axis; and does this once in the fpace of 25 
days, 6 hours t+. Various experiments have produced evi- 


* Psalia nixe 4 

+ The enemies of revelation have not failed to avail themselves 
of @pparcn: discord which there is between the Scriptures of truth 
and the true philosophy; because the Scriptures represent the 
sun as revoluing about the earth, as rising, setting, Wc. It might, 
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dences in favour of the prefent, or, as it is commonly called, 
the Copernicen hypothefis ; and fuch, indeed, as almoft 
amount to demonftration. To thefe teftimonies may be 
{ubjoined the doctrine of eclipfes. The caufe of eclipfes is 
js obvious: When the moon paffes between the earth and the 
fun, fo as to intercept his rays, he is faid to be eclipfed. 
This never happens but at the time of the new moon: be- 
caufe it 1s only then that fhe paffes between the fun and the 
earth. When the earth is interpofed between the moon and 
the fun, then the moon is eclipfed, and this is only at the 
time of the full moon. 

Who can think of the vaft bulk of the Sun without calling 
to mind its glorious Creator? He is emphatically ftyled, 
‘The Father of Lights.” If the material Sun be fo great, 
how inconceivably greater muft He be who fpake, and it was 
made, who commanded, and it ftood faft! The fixed ftars 
alfo, which on account of their immenfe diftance, appear to 
us fo very {mall, are, it is very probable, fo many funs equal 
in magnitude to ours, and anfwering the fame purpofes in 
ether fyftems as ours does in this. Each of them feems’ 
formed to communicate light and heat toacertain number ot 
inhabited planets, kept by gravitation within the fphere of its 
activity. “With what an auguft conception does this furnifh 
us of the works of the Creator! Thoufands of thoufands of 
funs, attended by ten thoufand times ten thoufand worlds, 
all in rapid motion, yet calm, regular, and harmonious, inva- 


riably keeping the paths prefcribed them ; and thofe worlds 
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perhaps, be sufficient to say, that since the design of the holy wri- 
tings is to instruct men not in philosophical but in divine truth, we 
ought to consider these texts in which philosophical matters are 
mentioned being spoken according to the appearances of things, and 
the vulgar notions which men have of them, not according to their 
reality, or philosophical verity. But it has been proved by persons 
well acquainted with the Hebrew Bible, that the Scriptures speak 
exactly and philosophically true in natural things. Whoever wish- 
es to see this proved may read PHILOSOPHIA SAcRA; or, The Prin- 
ciples of Natural Philosophy extracted from Divine Revelation ; 
By the late Rev. Samuel Pike. : 

“Jt is true that the sun seems to change his place daily ; but 
whether the sun or the earth moves, this appearance will be the 
same ; for when the earth is in any part of the heavens, the sun 
will appear in the opposite. It is well known to every person who 
has sailed on smooth water, that however fast the vessel goes, he 
does not feel its motion. Now the motion of the earth is incompa- 
rably more smooth and uniform than that of a ship or any machine 
made and moved by human art, and therefore we cannot be suppo~ 
sed to feel its motion. 
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peopled with myriads of intelligent beings! O how grent, 
how wife, how good, muft nz be, who made and governs 
the whole !” 

In proportion as our thoughts of God are enlarged we 
muft feel ourfelves diminifhed, and fay with David, ** When 
I confider the heavens Lord ! what is man, that thou art 
2??? How altonifhing is the condefcenfion of 
divine Providence, that, amidft the wide-extended univerfe, 
in all its unnumbered parts, amidi{t the myriads of beings it 
contains, notices each individual, provides for his fupport, 
and direéts all his affairs! But how aftonifhing, beyond all 
pofhible conception, is it, that Jefus, who adorned thofe ama- 
zing luminaries with all their imperial grandeur, fhould 
abafe himfelf fo low as to become an inhabitant of the depra- 
ved and miferable world in which we live; that he fhould 
affume not the nature of angels but the feed of Abraham; that 
he fhould lay afide all his refulgent glory, take upon him the 
lowly form of a fervant, bear the contradi¢tion of finners for 
thirty years, and at laft expire on a crofs to ranfom guilty 
man! What are the dimenfions of the heavens, vaft as they 
are, compared with thofe of Jefus’ love? 


** Could we with ink the ocean fill, : 
Were the whole earth of parchment made, 
Were every fingle ftick a quill, 

And ev’ry man a {fcribe by trade, 

To write the love of God above, 

Would drain the ocean dry ; 

Nor could the fcroll contain the whole, 
Though firetch’d from fky to fky.” 


The Sun is one of the brighteft images of divine goodness. 
The idea of the Power which formed it, impreffes me with 
holy awe ; but the goodnefs difplayed in furnifhing fuch 2 
fource of bleflings, fills me with gratitude. 


“‘ Praife him who made great lights ; 
For his mercy endureth for ever : 
The Sun to rule the day ; 

For his mercy endureth for ever.” 


Tt is an invaluable bleffing to us that the Sun does not 
make his appearance in a fudden and abrupt manner. He 
comes forth from his chamber full of mildnefs ; he darts his 
rays with gradually-increafing force, until he attains his me- 
ridian height ; and then as gradually retires. 

When a certain confeffor of the Romifh church, who had 
been for many vears confined in the dark prifon of an Inqui- 
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&tion, was brought forth to fuffer death, he no fooner beheld 
the light of the Sun, than he cried out, ‘‘ Who that has rea- 
fon can worthip any other than the Maker of that glorious 
creature?” For this devout exclamation, fo derogatory to 
the worfhip of images, he was immediately gagged. Bleff- 
ed be God, our tongues are at perfec liberty to record his 
fublime perfections who made this great luminary, and who 
continues it as the inftrument of light, heat and vegetation to 
the earth. Surely then 


«“ An vndevout aftronomer is mad.” 


How extensive is the divine goodnefs in the beneficial rays 
of the Sun, which vifit alike the jult and the unjuft, the 
faint and the finner ! How cogent an argument this to induce 
difciples of Jefus to love their enemies! Let us refemble 
our heavenly Father by diffuling, as widely as poffible, the 
benefits of that knowledge which we receive from the great 
Fountain of intelligence. 

The time will come when men mutt account to God for 
the ufe which they make of light. Happy thofe who, like 
their Redeemer, work the works of God while it is day! 
They fhall ere long be tranflated to that glorious ftate which 
is called, ‘‘ The inheritance of the faints in light.” But 
thofe who abufe the natural light of the Sun to the purpofes 
of fin and rebellion, fhall be confined in the blacknefs of 
darknefs for ever. - 

The Sun is a lively emblem of Jesus Christ. It is *‘ the 
eye and foul of this great world;” and fo is Jefus of the 
church: He is the fource of all wifdom and knowledge. 
For thoufands of years he has freely communicated his en- 
lightening, quickening, and comforting beams. Firmly 
fixed in the centre of the church, he diffufes his invaluable 
bleffings in all directions; nor could millions of faints and 
angels, thofe inferior lights, in the leaft degree fupply his 
abfence. How beautiful is the expreffion of the Evangelift: 
“In him was life, and, the. life was the light of men!” In 
his illuminating rays his people will eternally rejoice ; “for 
the Lord fhall be our everlafting light, and the days of our 
mourning fhall be ended.” 

The progress of the light refembles the path of the juft. 
When the day-ftar firft arifes on the heart, no {mall obfcurity 
remains. To the newly-enlightened Chriftian fpiritual ob- 
jects appear as men did to him who had been blind: They 
are like trees walking. But the good work of grace once 
begun, fhall never be forfaken. The believer fhall increafe 
in the light of knowledge and peace, till he appear like the 
Sun in his meridian fplendour. 
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Let us clofe our refleCtions by obferving, that a bleffed 
period will arrive, when God fhall adorn our fallea nature 
with the glories.of this magnificent luminary. Even now the 
church is clothed with the Sun : John beheld her in vifion*, 
furrounded with rays of illuftrious brightnefs ; having put 
on Chrift and his righteoufnefs, and being irradiated with 
light, truth, comfort, and holinefs. True, our Sun is often 
eclipfed, and covered with mifts and vapours ; but fhortly all 
thefe fhall be done away: ‘“ Then fhall the righteous fhine 
forth as the Sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 


CONSPECTOR. 
















—a € a 


~ 





A FUNERAL MEDITATION. 






i AM now in the houfe of mourning, but it may prove bet- 
ter for my foul than the houfe of feafting. This would 
tend to allure my heart from God, while that is calculated 
to wean it from the world, and raife it to heaven. Death 
that pale meflenger and grim monifier, that univerfal leveller 
and inexcrable king of terrors and tyrants, has plundered 
and ravaged this forrowful habitation. With him, however 
it is nothing ftrange or new. Where can I find the houfe, 
of almoft any ftanding, in which there have been none dead? 
From Adam to Mofes, Death reigned ; and from Mofes to 
this hour, he ftill reigns. Alexander, who conquered the 
world, was conquered by him. His fatal darts continue to 
fly, and never once mifs their mark. On his pale horfe he 
rides up and down the world, and has done fo for near fix 
thoufand years, laying all flat before him. He will ftill go 
on conquering and to conquer, till time fhall be no more. 
Once to die is appointed unto all men. Epiétetus told an 
emperor, what no emperor dare deny, “ That to be born, 
and to die, were common both to princes and beggars.”” The 
faithful page of hiftory, and fculptured monuments, facred 
to the memory of philofophers, poets, warriors, and others ; 

together with the various graves and infcriptions found in 
church-yards ; fully demonftrate the univeriality of Death. 

Our fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, do they live 
for ever? The places which knew them once, know ‘them 
nomore. Let me ferioufly confider, that what I now fay of 
them,.may ere long be faid of me. Death, in every point 
of view, is a fubject moft folemn ; and, as it is one in which 
all have an equal concern, it ought to be viewed with equal 





























* Reo. xii. 1. ¢ Matt. xiii. 43. 
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concern by all. For any thing I know, it is within a ftep of 
myfelf. It cannot be at avery great diftance from any one. 
Time is fhort : Compared with eternity, it is nothing. The 
wife man fays, ‘* ‘There is a time to be born, and a time to 
die: In which brief account of man, he paffes over the 
‘time of his life, as if he judged it too inconfiderable for no- 
tice. The facred writers, ever remarkable for the juftnefs 
and propriety of their expreflions, reprefent human life as 
being but a span ; a hand’s-breadth ; an inch ortwo. They 
compare it to the withering-grafs; the fading flower ; the 
flying fhadow : andthe vanifhing vapour. Surely then my 
life is buta dream, and mine age is nothing! Surely every 
man walketh in a vain fhow, and, athis beft flate, is altoge- 
ther vanity. 

When death appears, every effort to refit his ftroke proves 
ineffectual. Gold cannot bribe him, nor will he be awed by 
power. The pleas of youth, beauty, worldly bufinefs, or un- 
fitnefs for the change, are equally inadmifiible. Let me then 
fo number, and improve, my few and fugitive days, as to ap- 
ply my heart unto wifdom. Let me diligently prepare for 
the all-important change I cannot poffibly avoid. I willno 

more fay.to my~foul, Soul, take thine eafe, thou haft goods 
laid up for many years ; but I will fay, Soul, prepare to meet 
thy God, for this night he may require thee to appear in his 
prefence. What a tool fhould I be to ftrive to keep my end 
out of fight ; as if the evilday would forget to come, on ac- 
count ot my forgetfulnefs of its coming. Whereas its coming 
would thereby be made fo much the more terrible. I mutt 
not be like thofe who think all men mortal but themfelves, 
but rather imitate holy Job, in waiting all the days of my 
appointed time for my folemn and final change. Human 
life is always ringing changes but Death, both to faints and 
finners, will be the greateft as well as the laft. Thereby, all 
diftinétions, except thofe of righteous and wicked, will be 
forever levelled and deftroyed. The tall, the wife, the 
reverend head, mutt lie as low as others. His honour, his 
reverence, his lordthip, his grace, and even his*facred mfa- 
jetty, with every other title, will all be loft and fwallowed 
up in thofe emphatical words: Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust.”?> To whom I was related, or to what inheri- 
tance I was born, wall avail me nothing in a dying hour. 
No earthly object can either take away the fling, or avert 
the ftroke of Death. Their fupports under it, likewife, are 
utterly feeble. Indeed, for fenfual gratifications, no relifh 
will remain. Money, fine houfes, garments, furniture, and 
fumptuous fare ; together with carnal mirth, friends, and 
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fafhionable amufements ; will all be miferable comforters, 
Party names and empty notions in religion will then be 
found of fmall importance. I may be a Papift, a Church. 
man, or a Proteftant Diffenter of any denomination, and 
{till be expofed not only to the ftroke, but alfo to the fling 
and terrors of Death. What is it then, let me ferioufly in- 
quire, that will avail, in the clofing {cenes of life ? The in- 
{pired volume informs me, that I muft either have my guilt 
forgiven, or remain guilty for ever. As the tree falls, fo it 
lies. 


There are no aéts of pardon patft 
In the cold grave, to which we hafte ; 
But darknefs, death, and long defpair, 
Reign in eternal filence there. 


WatTTs. 


If I die in my fins, I muft be driven away in my wickednefs, 
After death the judgment. So then, as Death leaves me, 
Judgment will find me. It is here, and not beyond the 
grave, that the fountain ftands open for fin and uncleannefs, 
Only on earth du‘h the Son of Man exercife his forgiving 
power. Bleffed be God, the Gofpel trumpet is ftill found- 
ing in my ears, that accefs to the door of mercy is free for 
all: But fhould the curtain of time drop, before the Lord’s 
mercy be found, to feek it afterwards - would be utterly in 
vain. A fingle drop of water, to cool a fcorching tongue, 
would be denied. To folicit rocks and mountains to fall 
upon me and hide me from my judge, would all be labour 
loft. The feafon for prayer, repentance, and falvation, will 
then be over and gone for ever. O folemn thought ! May I 
fo improve it, as not to loiter another moment! My foul, 
expand thy wings, and fly for refuge to the hope exhibited 
in the Gofpel. Acquaint now thyfelf with God ; and do it 
more andmore. Whatever thou haft to do, do it with all 
thy might ; and furely there can be nothing of equal moment 
with thy own eternal welfare. Canft thou bear the thought 

,ef being found unprepared ? of being turned out of the body 


“out of the world, and into hell? If thou canft not bear the 


thought at a diftance, how wilt thou bear the dreadful cala- 
mity when at hand ? 

To be ready for death, I muft experience the renewal and 
fanctification of my nature, as well as the pardon and remil- 
fion of my fins. Except any one be born again of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. With- 
out holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord. Without a divine 
nature none would, or could, be happy in the divine pre 
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fence. Thrice happy are they to whom Chrift is made wif- 
dom, righteoufnefs, fanctification, and redemption.. O how 

recious, in the near views of death, is this Jefus to the eye 
of faith ! Particularly in his b/ood and righteousness. Here 
is full atonement for fin, and a clear indubitable title to the 
heavenly inheritance. If Death find me wafhed in my Sa- 
viour’s precious blood, clothed in his perfect righteoufnefs, 
and completely fanétified by the effectual working of his Ho- 
ly Spirit, then I have nothing to fear, but much to hope. 
The end of life will be the end of grief. To die will be 

ain. I fhall exchange my painful toils and labours, for a 
peaceful, fafe, and everlafting reft. Leaving the tempettu- 
ous ocean of this world, I fhall arrive fafe, in the blifsful 
harbour of Heaven. Then I fhall end my race, and receive 
the prize. My foes, too, will all be flain. Sin, Satan, and 
the world, fhall break my peace no more. I fhall come off 
more than congeror, and fheath my fword with fhouts of 
Victory, Victory ! 

The days of mourning will not only be ended, but every 
defire and wifh fhall be granted. I fhall be near and like 
my God. Awaking in his likenefs, I fhall be fully fatisfied 
with thofe pleafures which are at his right hand for ever- 
more. ‘Then, with angels and the fpirits of juft men made 
perfect, I fhall mingle my fongs of endlefs praife. Yes, 


Praife fhall employ my nobleft powers 
While immortality endures. Watts. 


S. B. 
coments Sb Gmeece 
TO MOURNERS IN ZION, a 


M Y dear mourning friends, attend a little to thefe preci- 
ous words, “‘ Thus faith the Lord, the mighty God, 
Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and 
thou fhalt glorify me *.” “ 

Whatever be your trouble, thus faith the Lord, the mighty 
God, who fpake, and the earth was made, who commanded, 
and it flood faft.—‘ Call upon ME, I will deliver thee.” 
Fear not, I will do it, do it fo abundantly, that “ ye fhall 
glorify me.” 

Doft thou fear, doubting foul, that thou haft no intereft in 
the Lord Jefus, fo that he will be no Saviour to thee? Is this 
thy fear? Call upon the Lord, he will give thee faith ; yea, 


*Psalm |. 15. 
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he hath promifed, that he will give his Holy Spirit to them 
that afk him, and “ he fhall teach them all things.” But 
why doubt ye? Is not Jefus a free and an all-fufficient Sayj. 
our ?—Yes, furely : But fay you—“ My heart is exceeding 
finful—I have no love to God—and very little defire aftey 
holinefs.” » Is this thy trouble ? Believe me, foul, the unre. 
generate careth for none of thefe things? therefore take 
courage, come to the Lord, here is a promife exactly fitted 
to thy condition; yea, I verily believe, this is a trouble from 
which the Lord delighteth to deliver. 

Do outward circumftances diftrefs ? fear not; the cove. 
nant God hath made for his people is well ordered in all 
things and fure; and whatever they meet with, however 
dark it may appear, yet be affured it is part of the Very COs 
venant by which they are faved. Know ye not that ail 
things work together for good to them that are called accor- 
ding to God’s purpofe? ‘ QO! but I fear I am not called.” 
Well, let us examine a little ; you are a finner—a great fin- 
net—everlafting punifhment is your due. Do you believe 
this? But have you not heard that Jefus Chrift came on 
purpofe not to condemn, but to fave fuch as you? You 
have broken the law of God. Jefus fulfilled every tittle of 
it for you. Youdeferved death—eternal death. Jefus fuf- 
fered for you ; and his fufferings are a more valuable [atis- 
faétion to divine juftice than the eternal punifhment of ten 
thoufand fuch fouls as thine. Are you willing to be faved 
by Jefus? Are you defirous to commit your foul wholly to 
him? Do you defire to be made holy by him, that you may 
be fit to dwell with him? Speak, O doubter ; is it not your 
foul’s defire to be with Jefus, and to have him for your all ? 
If fo, fear not; he hath loved thee with an everlafting love, 
and therefore hath he drawn thee with loving-kindnefs. Be 
not afraid of the remains of fin; it fhall never have domi- 
nion over thee. Neither things prefent nor things to come 
fhall ever feparate thee from the love of God, which is in 
Chrift Jefus our Lord ; for the Lord hath promifed to up- 
hold thee with the right hand of his righteoufnefs. 

Difhonour God no more then by thy unbelieving feare ; 
but render unto him glory for the work begun in thy foul, 
and look unto him in confident expectation of all the blef- 
fings he hath promifed. Look unto him, and thou fhalt be 
faved ; and he fhall give you the fpirit of praife for the gar- 
ment of heavinefs. 

O ye fons and daughters ofaffition! God is merciful 
and gracious; but ye are unthankful. Take fhame unto 
thyfelf, O foul of little faith, that thou fhouldeft have been 






a oo oc &. @ An Oe 









( 163 ) 





doubting and fearing, inftead of glorifying God thy Saviour. 
Confider his love, his unbounded goodnefs, which hath faved 
thee, which hath called thee, and which will, ere long, bring 
thee to his prefence, where there is fullnefs of joy ; where 
there will ‘be no more fin, no more doubt, no more fear, no 
more forrow, but God will be thy everlafting light, and the 
days of thy mourning will be ended. 


OLD EVERT 









ON’s SON. 
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The actings of Faith in times of desertion. 





[ In a Letter to a Friend.] 










DEAR FRIEND, 


MAVE read your valuable letter, and there appear to 
I me manifett tokens of God’s grace in you, while you com- 
plain fo much of the want of it. You would be kiffed with 
the kiffes of Chrift’s mouth, a defirable thing ; but fome- 
times we mutt be content, if, with Mary, we may kifs his 
feet. Stay alittle, and he will turn the fhadows of death in- 
tomorning. Much patience is required in bearing ordinary 
evils, but in nothing more than in times of defertion to wait 
upon God in the conftant ufe of means till comfort arrive. 
You, may fee in the Book of Pfalms how holy David was 
exercifed with thofe temptations, when he faith, “ Mine 
eyes fail with waiting fo long upon my God.” Young 
Chriftians think they live by taith when they live by fenfe, 
as young {wi pew think they know how to {wim while the 
bladders are under their arms. Faith is the fubftance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not feen. You fay 
you ‘have not an heart to pray or refiit fin; but is there no 
balm in Gilead, is there no Phyfician there ? ? Should we not 
truft in Chrift for fan¢tification as well as juftification? He 
is made unto us of God, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanétifica- 
tion, and redemption. Let us endeavour to apply God’s 
promifes ; a plaifter will not heal if not applied to the wound, 
The Lord faith, J will take away the heart of stone, and give 
them an heart of flesh. I will subdue their iniquities. Sin 
shall not have dominion over you. He that has begun a good 
work in you, will perform it until the dayof Christ. St. Pe- 
ter faith, God has given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises. Now when we go to God in prayer for the fub- 
duing of any fin, or the ftrengthening of any grace, if we do 
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not endeavour to delieve thefe promifes, not only that they 
are true in themfelves, but alfo that God will make them 
good to us, we fail in that which is the moft effential part. 

But, perhaps, you may fay, I have prayed long for thefe 
bleflings.—Well, if the vifion tarry, wait for it, for it will 
furely come, and will not tarry. The Lord is a Cod of 
judgment, and bleffed are all they that wait for him, though 
they fhould wait all their days. Call to mind paft experien- 
ces of Ged’s love, and when they are abfent to fenfe and 
feeling, let them be prefent to faith, and account them as 
true pledges of prefent favour and of future happinefs. Say 
with holy David, ‘* Why art thou caft down, O my foul, and 
why art thou difquieved within me? Hope thou in God, for 
I fhall yet praife him, who is the health of my countenance 
and my God.” Do not fay, I would have comfort, that I 
may believe ; but rather fay, I would believe, that I may be 


“ comforted. CHRISTOPHILUS. 
——<m @ aaa 
THE CONSOLATIONS OF THE POOR. 


And now, without a friend to aid, I ftand, 
Abandoned to the gloom of my fad thoughts ! 
Said I, without a friend? Sufpicion vile ! 
All-powerful Friend and guardian of the juft ! 
Have I not thee to aid me in diftrefs ? 

O let that thought fupport my drooping foul ! 


Hew wonderfully the difpenfations of Jehovah’s provi- 
dence harmonize in the accomplifhment of his infinite- 
ly great and precious promifes ! When the poor and the needy 
seek water and there is none, and when there tongues faileth 
for thirst, the Lord will hear them, the God of Israel will net 

orsake them. Their daily bread shail be given, and their 
water shall be sure. Inthe dark viciflitudes of poverty the 
riches of divine munificence and love are fupremely difplay- 
ed. The  ocas may be confidered as prefenting to our 
view a map of a vaft, barren, and inhofpitable country, 
through which the fabjeds of grace are travelling, deftitute, 
as the people of Ifrael in their way to the land of promife, 
and in which their wants are fupplied by a conftant fucceffion 
of extraordinary and miraculous interpofitions. For Hagar 
in her diftrefs, God made the wildernefs of Beerfheba a- 
bound with cenfolation in the moment when fhe was aban- 
doned by hope. His wifdom fuffered Jofeph to be carried a 
flave into Egypt, that his goodnefs might fave the venerable 
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Jacob and his guilty fons from the horrors of famine. The Pros 
phet Elijah was fed by an ange! under the juniper-tree, by the 
ravens at the brook Che erith, and afterwards by a poor widow 
of Zarephath, whofe barrel of meal and cruife of oil were in- 
exhauftible while he was continued in a ftate of exigence. 

The word of God is the hiftory of his providence, the 
truth and glory of which have been attefted by the experi- 
ence of the church in every period of extreme difficulty and 
diftrefs. We are compassed about with a great cloud of 
witnesses, who ceafe not day and night calling upon us to 
follow them in the dingdom and patience of Fesus Christ. 
By the profperity of the world our minds may be debauch- 
ed, and our fouls ruined ; but by the poverty and afflictions 
of the crofs, the perfection of our holinefs and happinefs is 
fingularly promoted. Whi: at dignity did the Saviour of the 
world amp upon _ poverty | What contempt did he pour 
upon grandeur! The great multitude which ftand trium- 
phant on Mount Sion will be chiefly compofed of fuch as in 
this life are de ftitute of every thing efteemed of consequence 
by ambition or avarice ; though many of the greateft, and 
oll the beft mea have ranked with the poor detpifed follow- 
ers of the Lamb of God ; men, of whom the world was not 
worthy ; men, on whofe account the righteous Judge of the 
univerfe has wrought the greateft wonders of judgment and 
NLET CY» 

The celebrated martyrologift, Mr. John Fox, was at one 
time reduced tothe moft forlorn condition ; apparently for- 
faken of God and man, a wretched outcatt from the comforts 
of friendfhip in heaven and earth. In this flate he was 
fitting in St. Paul’s church, almoft {pent with long fafting, 
his bones flaring, his countenance pale, his eyes hollow and 
ghaftly, and bearing in his perfon every evidence of a ftarv- 
ing, dyinz man; when He who sees and feels the afflictions 
of his faithful ferv ants, and has appointed ; a time for their de- 

liverance, fent a perfon to communicate a temporary fupply, 
ay direct his views to the profpect of brighter days. The 
itranger accofted him in terms of the kindett familiarity, and 
putting afum of mony into his hand, exhorted him to be of 
good cheer, to take proper care of himfelf, and to improve 
the means of prolonging his life ; for that within a few davs 

ew hopes would arife, with ample provifion for his future 
neceflitics. He tried with great anxiety to find out this son 
of consolation, but his generofity was for a memorial before 
God, uot for the praifz of men. However, his welcome pre- 
digtion was happily fulfilled, for within three days Mr. Fox 
was raifed to affuence and honour. 


Voi. I. Y 
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Lo, these are parts of his ways ! Many such things are 
with him! The darkeft nights are often fucceeded by the 
brighteft days, the drearinefs of winter is forgotten in the 
beauty and riches of fummer, and the ftorms which have 
threatened our deftruction bear us to ferene and peaceful 
regions. The degree and duration of adverfity are determi- 
ned in the counfel of heaven; and as it fhall infallibly fubferve 
the religious profperity of the faints, it fhould be welcom- 
ed asa friend, not deprecated asanenemy. A fretful mind 
and a murmuring tongue will render us both incapable and 
unworthy of confolation, when deftitute and afflicted: But 
if we cheerfully confide in God, who clothes the lilies of the 
field, and feeds the birds of the air, every fituation will bea 
paradife, and from our bittereft fufferings we fhall extract our 
choiceft cordials. Faith has the hand of a Midas, it con- 
verts every thing into gold. Inthe poffeflions and exercife 
of it the difciples of Jefus glory in all the terrors of a mutable, 
diffolving world : 
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Should the whole frame of nature round them break, 
In dreadful ruin and confufion hurl’d, 

They, unconcern’d, would hear the mighty crack, 

And ftand fecure amidft a falling world. 


Happinefs generally fhuns the abodes of grandeur, and 
takes up her dwelling with the humble poor. Behold Dives 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and faring fumptuoufly every 
day, while Lazarus, expiring of difeafe and hunger on a 
dunghill, thinks of nothing but his difmiffion and the glory 
that should follow. ‘The ungodly who profper in the world 
are the moft pitiable objets in creation; furrounded with 
the means of happinefs, they are ftrangers to intellectual, 
domeftic, and focial pleafures, madly devoted to the flavery 
of gain and gaiety ; and thus they promote and aggravate the 
lofs of their fouls. Their neglect of the poor, their con- 
tempt of the religious, will pierce them through with innu- 
‘merable agonies, when from the depth of perdition they fee 
the Lord Jefus /eading tuEm to fountains of living water. 
The unregenerate, though they call empires their own, have 
notreafure inheaven. Their {plendid attire attraéts the ad- 
miration of the vulgar, their high-founding titles, their 
fumptuous fare, their magnificent houfes, may agitate the 
paffions of the difcontented ; but the man who is illuminated 
by the grace of God will fee the fire and brimftone flaming 
about their boafted poffeffions, and esteem the REPROACH of 
Christ greater RicHES than all the treasures of nature. 
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The happinefs of Gud’s people is independent of the world. 
It is their prerogative to be humble and thankful in the un- 
certain {miles of the world, to be refigned and joyful under 
its frowns, for God is the strength of their hearts and their 
portion for ever ; and in this reflection every fear is abforb- 
ed, and every defire fatisfied. Our ftreams may be dried 
up, but the fountain is inexhauftible. Our gourds may 
wither and dic, but the tree of life in the midft of the city 
of God will for ever retain its beauty and fertility. The 
ainof the believer is above—above the reach of political 
anarchy, the ftagnation of commercial profperity, and all per- 
fonal or relative tribulation. His treafure cannot be loft by 
accident, nor corrupted by time; as it was not acquired by 
his exertions, it is inherited without folicitude or oftentation. 
However parodoxical it may found, the faints gain moft by 
their loffes ; they are enriched by poverty ; they are moft 
enlarged when in their greateft {traits ; they are strengthen- 
ed by weakness ; that which is the death of the world- 
ling is their life. Though deftitute they possess all things, 
and while they are defolate and deferted they bear precious 
fruit, and exult in the friendfhip of God and the elect myriads 
of his fpiritual kingdom. Afflured that he has pledged the 
honour of his immutable love on their behalf, hey run with 
patience the race that is set before them unfpeakably thankful 
that he has given them the /ot of thofe_who fear him, in the 
momentary iufferings of life, and the reverfion of eternal 
happinefs in heaven. 


—_—w os aaa 


GOD AND MAMMON IRRECONCILEABLE. 


———— 


No man can serve two Masters, Math vi. 24. 


bree ingenuity of many is ever on the ftretch for the difs 
covery of fome expedient, by which to accommodate 
the oppofite claims of God and Mammon. They are un- 
willing to relinquifh the hope of heaven, yet refolved to con- 
tinue, for the purpofes of prefent convenience, in the inter- 
efts of hell. They are for a Saviour, without a crofs ; the 
triumphs of future glory, without the confliéts of the prefent 
warfare. The experience of every preceding age and ge- 
neration declares the folly and impracticability of fuch an 
endeavour ; yet each one is willing to fuppofe, that, howe- 
ver others may have failed, he fhall certainly fucceed. He 
flatters himfelf that his keener forefight, or more zealous 
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addrefs will be fully adequate to every occurrence, and ena- 
ble him to furmount thofe dangers, which, to thoufands, 
have proved fo fatal. Befotted foul! Can there be conceived 
an attempt fo fraught with impiety and bafe ingratitude as 
this? What is the defign? To blend the interefts of light 
and darknefs: To eftablifh a friendly commerce between 
heaven and hell: To reconcile Chrift and Belial in the fame 
communion.—No; let it be had in everlafting remem. 
brance that our divine Immanuel can never be served with a 
divided heart: Is He not fupremely worthy of the whole ? 
How fhamefully difingenuous, then, to entertain the moft 
diftant defire to alienate his property, or partially to deny 
his claim! 

Duplex can laugh in the theatre, or be ferious in the houfe 
of God: Can perufe the pages of infpiration, or difplay his 
talents in the fludies of the card-table. With the fame hand 
he gathers the profits of injuftice, or contributes to the pub- 
lic caufe of religion. Without embarraflment, he pufhes 
round the cup of intoxication, or receives the memorials of a 
bleeding Saviour. Does the friendly voice of admonition 
warn him of the iffue of fuch proceedings ‘—he pleads ne- 
ceflity, and vindicates or excufes his fintul compliances b 
obferving, We must live: But why fhould Duplex be fo un- 
willing to remember, that, We must also die ? 

If a man commence a profeffor of the Gofpel without 
regeneration, though his name be changed, the principles of 
nature ftill rule. He toils or dreams through the duties of 
religion, but is only unbent and happy among the pleafures 
of fin. This is the genuine fource of time-ferving in religi- 
on: This the fatal, though hidden root, from which {prings 
that frequent apoftacy which blackens the records of the 
Chriftian Church 

Who feels himfelf inclined to imitate the conduct of the 
idiot, who, perceiving the river too deep to ford, refolved to 
wait till all the ftream ranby? Yet he adopts a refolution 
equally egregious, and infinitely more ruinous, who at- 
tempts to ferve two mafters, the views and fervices of whom 
are eternally oppofite and irreconcileable. Of neceffity, 
Either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other: Ye cannot serve God and 
Mammon. FIGLINUS. 
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To the Editors of the Evangelical Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 

THE following letter was written by the Rev. Mr. Kinfman, 
to a Lady at Briftol, to whom the care of the education of 
his daughter was committed. If it fhould prove even the 
leaft check to that fad conformity to a finful world, fo ex- 
prefsly forbidden in Scripture, and now too common among 
the profeffors of religion, my end in fending it, and your’s 
in publifhing it, will be anfwered. 


f ona confufion attending the change of your habitation, 

perhaps, made you forget what I told you when I firlt 
placed my daughter under your care. I fhall anfwer your’s 
fully by juft repeating it. 

I then faid I did not put my daughter abroad to learn to 
be the fine lady, but to be the houfewife, &c. ; that I neither 
defired nor expeéted her ftation in life to be exalted ; and 
that her improvement in fpelling, writing, and plain-work, 
next to her better part, was all we expected while fhe was 
with you; and I am fully perfuaded, this will be of greater 
advantage to her, in future life, than to make a fine courtefy. 
As for dancing, I abhor and proteft againft it as a Chriftian, 
and apreacher of the Gofpel: I fee the dreadful evils in 
this populous town, which that one thing isan inletto. It is, 
true, f read in the New Teftament of one dancing match, 
and that ended, as Bifhop Hall faith, in fending John Bap- 
tift’s body tothe grave, and Herod’s foul to hell. Thefe 
may be unwelcome things to the miftrefs of a boarding 
{chool. 

But, dear Madam, you know my charaéter in life, and I 
muft act confiftently, as I expect to give an account. You 
may remember, when fuch a matter was talked of, you faid, 
you could, without the help of fuch a mafter, undertake to 
teach my girl to behave decently, and we fhall be quite fatis- 
fied with fuch a courtefy as Mrs. B. is capable of teaching 
her. Nay, I would quite excufe all fuch ceremony, if at 
every convenient feafon you would {pend a few minutes In 
teaching her to bow the knee to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; and by thus bowing the knee together, 
governefs and fcholar, you would bid fair, however aukward 
you might appear before the fons of earth, to bow at laf 
among higher company in realms of blifs, Whenever you 
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have begun, I fhall be glad to hear from you about the beft 
of things. The hurry of bufinefs is enfnaring. Guard 
againft too much care. Watchand pray. 





—_—ui @ aaa 


BAD COMPANY. 


bi HE very found of the expreffion, Bad Company, is pain- 

ful to a prudent and pious ear. The foul of a good man 
trembles at the idea of being the companion of the wicked. 
And what is the reafon? He has many reafons for it. He 
has reafons which relate to time, and reafons which relate to 
eternity. He knows fach company to be difgraceful. The 
wife and good, judge of men by their company ; and with 
them it is always accounted difreputable to be feen in the 
fociety of thofe whofe character jis ftained. Evil company 
alfo hinders religious improvements : takes off the heart 
from God ; gradually leffens the fear of fin; imperceptibly 
draws men into the commiffion of iniquity ; andin this way 
deftroys both the usefulness and the comfort of life. It has 
been the ruin of thoufands and tens of thoufands. By it 
multitudes have been led on to actions and crimes, at the bare 
thought of which their fouls once fhuddered. By means of 
evil company they have had their minds filled with fears, 
and their confciences overwhelmed with horror ; and for one 
that has efcaped by true faith and fincere repentance, ‘there 
is reafon to fufpeét many have gone down to hell. 

It therefore you value your credit and comfort in life, your 
peace in death, or your happinefs in eternity, fhun evil com- 
pany as deftruétion ; and remember, that under the idea of 
dangerous fociety we are to include, not cnly the drunkard, 
the profane {wearer, the unchafte, or the difhoneft ; but like- 
wife all who do not love God and obey the Gofpel of Jefus 
Chrifl. Lord keep me near thyfelf ! 


———= @ 


Parlour Religion exemplified in the practice of 
Honorio and his Family.and Friends. 


A fasete to whom the Lord has given a plenty of the 
& good things of this world, have it in their power to anti- 
cipate fomething of the employments and enjoyments of 
heaven, fo far as the imperfe¢tion of the prefent flate will 
permit ; for they have all things richly to enjoy, they may 
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choofe their company, their time, and entertainments, and, 
in all things follow the pious difpofition of their hearts. It 
is an happinefs for a religious man to vifit, or to be ina 
houfe, that has a good man at its head. Such a houfe as 
that of Honorio. 

In the morning the parlour is decently prepared, and 
warmed for the reception of the pious heads of the family, 
who come from their chamber {miling with gratitude to 
God, and good-humoured with their diligent fervants. The 
little family during their infancy are in the nurfery, and every 
thing that might interrupt, is prohibited from entering the 
parlour, which is at this hour a chapel for devotion. The 
clock having ftruck the well known-hour, Honorio and his 
beloved wite are feated, with the book of God before them ; 
the fervants enter with looks expreflive of the happinefs they 
feel in having the privilege of being God’s freemen, and joining 
their mafter and miftrefs in his fervice. Under the direétion 
of Honorio, a fong of praife to God for his mercies is offer- 
ed up by this primitive church, and a portion of fcripture is 
read, that their minds may become more familiarly acquaint- 
ed with the facred oracles. ‘This being done, they all bow 
their knees to Him by whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, and the good Honorio calls upon his Lord 
and Matter in heaven, with expreflions of profound homage 
and humility ; blefling him for the favours of the paft night, 
and the pleafure of feeing the light of the returning day. 
Like the great High-Prieit he bears on his heart all his fami- 
ly before God, and intreats for particular mercies according 
to the known {late of his houfehold, and puts himfelf and all 
his affairs, both temporal and fpiritual, into the hands of his 
heavenly Father. He then gives them his benediction, and 
they all arife. The happy fervants cheered and warmed. 
with the aids of devotion, return to their duty, each accord- 
ing to his place, and the heads of the family, with their 
guefts (if fuch are prefent), fit down to breakfaft on the over- 
flowing bounty of God’s providence. Bufinefs, or works 
of piety, perhaps, call the mafter away, and the miftrefs, 
having given directions in her family, takes her -ufual feat 
and employmentin her parlour. The Bible is laid near her, 
to be referred to as her beft friend and diretor, her richeft 
cordial in trouble, and moft faithful monitor in doubtful 
cafes. Nor is fhe fearful that any vifitor fhould find her 
with this companion, for fhe defires no company but thofe 
who love the {criptures. She is rather of the tentiments of 
a well-known female, who brought her family Bible into her 
parlour, and laying it on the table, faid, “ Lie there, thou bett 




























































































































Da FR eng 






















( 172 ) 


ef books, and keep thou thy place whoever comes in.” A 
pious vifitor or two, or a minifter of Chrift perhaps, drops in, 
inthe forenoon. If fo, the time is not wafted in unprofitable 
talk, but the parlour is honouréd by being changed into the 
fimilitude of the holy mount. The heavenly woman and her 
guefts enter into difcourfe, as Mofes and Elias did, on what 
once pafled at Jerufalem, when Jefus gave his life a ranfom 
for many; and their experience fo confirms their interetft in 
that work of love, that their hearts burn within them, and 
like St. Peter, they find it good to be there. 

The hour todine being come, Honorio returns, and pro- 
bably brings a religious friend or two to his hofpitable man. 
fion. ‘The table being fpread with plenty, without oftenta- 
tion, the provifion is fanctified by the prayer of Honorio, pe- 
netrated with a fenfe of having forfeited ey ery thing by fin, 
but having recovered all by the merit of his great Saviour, 
a remembrance of whofe love makes every thing more {weet 
and refrefhing. Having ufed, but not abufed, the bounties 
of Providence, grateful acknowledgments are returned to 
the great Giver of every good gift ; ‘and the pious few min- 
gle profitable difcourfe with their wine, or concert fome plan 
for fupplying the wants of thofe who are in diftrefling cir- 
cumftances. Towards evening, a feleét company grace the 
tea-table ; and the intere{ts of the Gofpel, with the beft means 
of {preading i its influence around them, become the fubjects 
of their converfation. Should national affairs happen to be 
introduced, they exprefs their loyalty towards their lawful 
fovereign, and their thankfulnefs to God for the many inva- 
luable, privileges enjoyed by their country. The hour of 
parting being come, the praifes of God introduce the devoti- 
on of the evening, in which, as in the morning, the f{criptures 
are read, and all the family called to unite. Care is taken 


_ notto protra¢t this fervice to an immoderate length, left the 


children, on account of their tender years, and the fervants, 
wearied with the labour of the day, might be inclined to 
fleep when their minds ought to be attentive. Nor is it 
hurried ovet as though it were of no importance ; but fuffi- 
cient time is taken reverently and decently to thank God for 
his goodnefs, earneftly to entreat him to pardon their fins, 
and to commit themfelves into his care and protection. 

O ye worldlings! what can ye produce in the fcenes of 
your lives that 18 worthy to be compared with this? * The 
curfe of God,” fays the feripture, “is in the dwellings of 
the wicked.” Your parlours have no bleffings in them. Your 
childrenand fervants never hear the name of God mention- 
ed in them, unicfs it be to blafpheme it. Your tables are 
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unblefiled. At your banquets, intemperance reigns, and 
modefty is put to the bluth.. The parlours I have been 
defcribing are types of heaven, where due returns are made 
to God for his bounty. Ye are deluded by what you, call 
rational amufements. Like children you divert yourfelves 
in foolifh play, night after night, walling your time and fub- 
fiance. ‘* And the God in whofe hands your breath is, and 
whofe are all your ways, you have not glorified.” Any 
thing that is ferious and ufeful to your fouls, you will’ not 
once hear, much lefs will you hear it repeated. “ And 
what will ye do in the end thereof?” O that ye were wife, 
that ye would confider your ways, and at laft make fome 
returns of gratitude to a gracious God for all his benefits be- 


ftowed upon you! , 
Se PROBUS. 


—_xzg > Cae 
SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCE. 


GOME years ago a young man of the city of Norwich, of 

about 18 years of age, was walking one morning, witha 
party of other young men, who had all agreed for that day to 
make holiday. The firlt objeét that attracted their attenti- 
on was an old woman who pretended to tell fortunes, They 
immediately employed her to tell theirs, and that they might 
fully qualify her tor their undertaking, firft made her tho- 
roughly intoxicated with {pirituodsiguor. The young man 
of whom mention was firft made, was informed among 
other things, that he would live to a very old age, and fee 
his children, grand-children, and great grand-children grow- 
ing up around him. Though he had affiited in qualifying the 
old woman for the fraud by intoxicating her, yet he had cre- 
dulity enough to be ftruck with thofe parts of her prediéti- 
ons which related to himfelf. “ And fo,” quoth he, when 
alone, “ Iam to live to fee children, grand-children, and 
great grand-children! Atthat age I muft be a burden to the 
young people. What fhall Ido? There is no way for an 
old man to render himfelf more agreeable to youth, than by 
fitting and telling them pleafant and profitable ftories. I 
will then, thought he, during my youth, endeavour to {tore 
my mind with all kinds of knowledge. I will fee and hear 
and note down every thing that is rare andjqvonderful, that 
I may fit, when incapable of other employment, ,and enter- 
tain my defcendants. Thus fltll my company be rendered) 
pleafant, and I fhall be refpeéted rather than neglected im 
old age. Let me fee, what can ee firtt? O! here is 
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ef books, and keep thou thy place whoever comes in.” A 
pious vifitor or two, or a minifter of Chrift perhaps, drops in, 
inthe forenoon. If fo, the time is not wafted in unprofitable 
talk, but the parlour is honoured by being changed into the 
fimilitude of the holy mount. ‘The heavenly woman and her 
guefts enter into difcourfe, as Mofes and Elias did, on what 
once pafled at Jerufalem, when Jefus gave his life a ranfom 
for many; and their experience fo confirms their interett in 
that work of love, that their hearts burn within them, and 
like St. Peter, they find it good to be there. 

The hour todine being come, Honorio returns, and pro- 
bably brings a religious friend or two to his hofpitable man- 
re The table being fpread with plenty, without oftenta- 

ion, the provifion is fanctified by the prayer of Honorio, pe- 
netrated with a fenfe of having forfeited every thing by fin, 

but having recovered all by the merit of his great Saviour, 
a remembrance of whofe love makes every thing more {weet 
and refrefhing. Having ufed, but not abufed, the bounties 
of Providence, grateful acknowledgments are returned to 
the great Giver of every good gift ; “and the pious few min- 
gle profitable difcourfe with their wine, or concert fome plan 
for fupplying the wants of thofe who are in diftrefling cir- 
cumftances. ‘Towards evening, a felect company grace the 
tea-table ; and the intere{ts of the Gofpel, with the beft means 
of {preading its influence around them, become the fubjects 
of their converfation. Should national affairs happen to be 
introduced, they exprefs their loyalty towards their lawful 
fovereign, and their thankfulnefs to God for the many inva- 
Juable, privileges enjoyed by their country. The hour of 
parting being come, the praifes of God introduce the devoti- 
on of the evening, in which, as in the morning, the {criptures 
are read, and all the family called to unite. Care is taken 
_ not to protraét this fervice to an immoderate length, left the 
children, on account of their tender years, and the fervants, 
wearied with the labour of the day, might be inclined to 
fleep when their minds ought to be attentive. Nor is it 
hurried overt as though it were of no importance ; but fuffi- 
cient time is taken reverently and decently to thank God for 
his goodnefs, earneftly to entreat him to pardon their fins, 
and tocemmit themfelves into his care and protection. 

O ye worldlings! what can ye produce inthe fcenes of 
your lives that 1s worthy to be compared with this? “ The 
curfe of God,” fays the fcripture, “is in the dwellings of 
the wicked.” Your parlours have no bleflings in them. Your 
childrenand fervants never hear the name of God mention- 
ed in them, unicfs it be to blafpheme it. Your tables are 
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unblefled. At your banquets, intemperance reigns, and 
modefty is put to the bluth. The parlours I have been 
defcribing are types of heaven, where due returns are made 
to God for his bounty. Ye are deluded by what you, cail 
rational amufements. Like children you divert yourfelves 
in foolifh play, night after night, walling your time and fub- 
ftance. ‘* And the God in whofe hands your breath is, and 
whofe are all your ways, you have not glorified.” Any 
thing that is ferious and ufeful to your fouls, you will’ not 
once hear, much lefs will you hear it repeated. “ And 
what will ye do in the end thereof?” O that ye were wife, 
that ye would confider your ways, and at laft make fome 
returns of gratitude to a gracious God for all his benefits be- 
flowed upon you! 

e< PROBUS. 


——uua CD Cae 
SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCE. 


GOME years ago a young man ofthe city of Norwich, of 

about 18 years of age, was walking one morning, witha 
party of other young men, who had all agreed for that day to 
make holiday. The firlt object that attracted their attenti- 
on was an old woman who pretended to tell fortunes, They 
immediately employed her to tell theirs, and that they might 
fully qualify her tor their undertaking, firft made her tho- 
roughly intoxicated with {pirituodSMiquor. The young man 
of whom mention was firft made, was informed among 
other things, that he would live to a very old age, and fee 
his children, grand-children, and great grand-children grow- 
ing up around him. ‘Though he had afliited in qualifying the 
old woman for the fraud by intoxicating her, yet he had cre- 
dulity enough to be {truck with thofe parts of her prediéti- 
ons which related to himfelf. “ And fo,” quoth he, when 
alone, “‘ [am to live to fee children, grand-children, and 
great grand-children! Atthat age I muft be a burden to the 
young people. What fhall Ido? There is no way for an 
old man to render himfelf more agreeable to youth, than by 
fitting and telling them pleafant and profitable ftories. I 
will then, thought he, during my youth, endeavour to {tore 
my mind with all kinds of knowledge. I will fee and hear 
and note down every thing that is rare andjwonderful, that 
I may fit, when incapable of other employment, and enter- 
tain my defcendants. Thus fitill my company be rendered 
pleafant, and I fhall be refpeéted rather than neglected in 
= age. Let me fee, what can , firft? O! here is 
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the famous methodift preacher Whitefield; he is to preach, 
they fay to-night, I will go and hear him.”’ 

From theft ftrange motives the young man declared he 
went, to hear Mr. Whitefield. He preached that evening 
from Mat. iii. 7. But when he sat many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he faid unto them, O ge- 
neration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come ?—‘* Mr. Whitefield,” faid the young man, 
‘*¢ defcribed the Sadducean character ; this did not touch me, 
I thought myfelf as good a Chriftian as any man in England. 
From this he went to that of the Pharifees. He defcribed 
their exterior decency, but obferved that the poifon of the, 
viper rankled in their hearts.. This rather fhook me. At 
length in the couirfe of his fermon, he abruptly broke off; 
paufed for a few moments ; then burft into a flood of tears ; 
lifted up his hands and eyes, and exclaimed, ‘O my hearers! 
the wrath’s to come, the wrath’s to come !? Thefe words funk 
into my heart, like lead into the waters. I wept, and when 
the fermon was ended, retired alone. For days and weeks 
I could think of little elfe. Thofe awful words would fol- 
low me, wherever I went, ‘ The wrath’s to come, the wrath’s 
to come !’—The iffue was, that the young man, foon after, 
made a public profeffion of religion, and in a little time be- 
came a very"confiderable preacher. He himfelf related the 
foregoing circumftance a few years fince, to " 

GAIUS. 


Ms 
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An interview with the late Mr. Berridge. 


BOUT two years.ago a friend of mine, wifhing to en- 
joy an hour or two of Mr. B’s company, rode ever to 
Everton for that purpofe. He was introduced by a diffent- 
ing minifter in the neighbourhood, with whom Mr. B. lived 
upon terms of friendfhip. When feated, my friend requett- 
ed Mr. B. if agreeable, to favour them witha few outlines 
of his life. The venerable old man began, and related fe- 
veral things as narrated in the Firft Number of the Evange- 
ical Magazine. But as fome are there unnoticed, I have 
felected the following, which I think will not be unintereft- 
ing to your readers. 

** Soon after I began,” faid he, ‘‘ to preach the Gofpel of 
Chrift at Everton, the church was filled from the villages 
round us, and the neighbouring clergy felt.themfelves hurt 
at their churches being deferted. The fguire of my own 
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parifh, too, was much offended. He did not like to fee fo 
many ftrangers, and be fo incommoded. Between them 
both it was refolved, if poffible, to turn me out of my living. 
For this purpofe, they complained of me to the bifhop of 
the diocefe, that I had preached out of my own parifh. I 
was foon after fent for by the bifhop: Idid not much like 
my errand, but I went. 

*¢ When I arrived, the bifhopaccofted me in avery abrupt 
manner : ‘ Well, Berridge, they tell me you go about preach- 
ing out of your own parith. Did I inftitute youto the li- 
vings of A——-y, or E n, or P n ??—* No, my lord, 
faid I, neither do I claim any of thefe livings ; the clergy- 
men enjoy them undifturbed by me.’—‘ Well, but you go 
and preach there, which you have no right to do ;’—* It is 
true, my lord, I was one day at E——#m, and there were a 
few poor people affembled together, aud I admonifhed them 
to repent of their fins, and to believe inthe Lord Jefus Chrift 
for the falvation of their fouls ; and I remember feeing five 
or fix clergymen that day, my lord, all out of their own pa- 
rifhes upon E n bowling-green.’——Poh!’ faid his lord- 
fhip, ‘I tell you, you have no right to preach out of your 
own parifh ; and if you do not defift from it, you will very 
likely be fent to Huntingdon gaol.—‘ As to that, my lord, 
faidI, I have no greater liking to Huntingdon gaol than 
other people ; but I had rather go thither with a good con- 
{cience, than live at my liberty — one.’ Here his lord- 
fhip looked very hard at me,. very gravely affured me, 
‘that I was befide myfelf, and that in a few months time I 
fhould either be better or worfe.’-—‘ Then,’ faid I, my 
lord, you make vourfelf quite happy in this bufinefs ; for if 
I fhould be better, you fuppofe I fhall defift from this prac- 
tice of my own accord ; and, if worfe, you need not fend me 
to Huntingdon gaol, as I fhall be provided with an accom- 
modation in Bedlam. 

‘“‘ His Lordihip now changed his mode of attack. Inftead 
of threatning, he began to intreat: ‘ Berridge,’ faid he, 
< you know I have been your friend, and I wifh to be fo ftill. 
I am continually teazed with the complaints of the clergy- 
men around you. Only affure me that you willkeep to your 
own parifh ; you may do as you pleafe there. I have but 
little time to live ; do not bring down my grey hairs with 
forrow to the grave.’ 

‘‘ At this inftant, two gentlemen were announced, who 
defired to fpeak with his lordfhip. ‘ Berridge,’ faid he, 
‘ go to your inn, and come again at fuch an hour, and dine 
with me.’ I went, andon entering a private room, fell imme- 
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the famous methodift preacher Whitefield; he is to preach, 
they fay to-night, I will go and hear him.” 

From theft ftrange motives the young man declared he 
went, to hear Mr. Whitefield. He preached that evening 
from Mat. iii. 7. But when he sat many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he faid unto them, O ge- 
neration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come ?—‘* Mr. Whitefield,” faid the young man, 
*¢ defcribed the Sadducean character ; this did not touch me, 
I thought myfelf as good a Chriftian as any man in England. 
From this he went to that of the Pharifees. He defcribed 
their exterior decency, but obferved that the poifon of the, 
viper rankled in their hearts.. This rather fhook me. At 
length in the courfe of his fermon, he abruptly broke off; 
paufed for a few moments ; then burft inte a flood of tears ; 
lifted up his hands and eyes, and exclaimed, ‘O my hearers! 
7 the wrath’s to come, the wrath’s to come !’ Thefe words funk 
into my heart, like lead into the waters. I wept, and when 
the fermon was ended, retired alone. For days and weeks 
I could think of little elfe. Thofe awful words would fol- 
low me, wherever I went, ‘ The wrath’s to come, the wrath’s 
to come !’—The iflue was, that the young man, foon after, 
made a public profeffion of religion, and in a little time be- 
came a very"confiderable preacher. He himfelf related the 
foregoing circumftance a few years fince, to " 
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veral things as narrated in the Firft Number of the Evange- 
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parifh, too, was much offended. He did not like to fee fo 
many ftrangers, and be fo incommoded. Between them 
both it was refolved, if poffible, to turn me out of my living. 
For this purpofe, they complained of me to the bifhop of 
the diocefe, that I had preached out of my own parifh. I 
was foon after fent for by the bifhop: Idid not much like 
my errand, but I went. 

‘‘ When I arrived, the bifhopaccofted me in avery abrupt 
manner : ‘ Well, Berridge, they tell me you go about preach- 
ing out of your own parith. Did I inftitute youto the li- 
vings of A——-y, or E n, or P n ??—‘ No, my lord, 
»faid I, neither do I claim any of thefe livings ; the clergy- 
men enjoy them undifturbed by me.’—‘ Well, but you go 
and preach there, which you have no right to do ;’—‘ It is 
true, my lord, I was one day at E——#n, and there were a 
few poor people affembled together, aud I admonifhed them 
to repent of their fins, and to believe inthe Lord Jefus Chrift 
for the falvation of their fouls ; and I remember feeing five 
or fix clergymen that day, my lord, all out of their own pa- 
rifhes upon E n bowling-green.’——Poh! faid his lord- 
fhip, ‘I tell you, you have no right to preach out of your 
own parifh ; and if you do not defift from it, you will very 
likely be fent to Huntingdon gaol.—‘ As to that, my lord, 
faidI, I have no greater liking to Huntingdon gaol than 
other people ; but I had rather go thither with a good con- 
{cience, than live at my liberty a one.’ Here his lord- 
fhip looked very hard at me,.aMd very gravely affured me, 
‘that I was befide myfelf, and that in a few months time I 
fhould either be better or worfe.’—‘ Then,’ faid I, my 
lord, you make vourfelf quite happy in this bufinefs ; for if 
I fhould be better, you fuppofe I fhall defift from this prac- 
tice of my own accord ; and, if worfe, you need not fend me 
to Huntingdon gaol, as I fhall be provided with an accom- 
modation in Bedlam. 

‘“‘ His Lordihip now changed his mode of attack. Inftead 
of threatning, he began to intreat: ‘ Berridge,’ faid he, 
‘ you know I have been your friend, and I wifh to be fo ftill. 
I am continually teazed with the complaints of the clergy- 
men around you. Only affure me that you will keep to your 











own parifh ; you may do as you pleafe there. Ihave but — 


little time to live ; do not bring déwn my grey hairs with 
forrow to the grave.’ 

‘‘ At this inftant, two gentlemen were announced, who 
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with me,’ I went, andon entering a private room, fell imme- 
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diately upon my knees. I could bear threatning, but knew not 
how to withftand intreaty ; efpecially the intreaty of a re- 
{peGtable old man. At the appointed time I returned. At 
dinner, I was treated with great refpect. The two gentle- 
med alfo dined with us. I found ‘they had been informed 
who I was, as they fometimes caft their eyes towards me in 
fome fuch manner as one would glance at a moniter. Af- 
ter dinner, his lordihip took me into the garden. ‘ Well, 
Berridge,’ faid he, ‘ have you confidered of my requeft ?’— 
‘I have my lord,’ faid I, ‘and have been upon my knees 
concerning it.’——‘ Well, and will you promife me, that you 
will preach no more out of your own parifh,?’—* It would af- 
ford me great pleafure, faid I, to comply with your lord- 
fhip’s requeft, if I could do it witha good confcience. I 
am fatisfied, the Lerd has blefled my labours of this kind, 
and I dare not defift.’——‘ A good confcience !’ faid his lord- 
fhip, ‘do you not know that it is contrary to the cannons of the 
church ?? ‘ There is one cannon, my lord.’ I replied, ‘ which 
faith, Go preach the Gospel to EVERY CREATURE.’—‘ But 
why fhould you with to interfere with the charge of other 
men ‘? one man cannot preach the Gofpel to all men.’—, If 
they would preach the Gofpel themfelves,’ faid I, ‘ there 
would be no need for my preaching it to their people ; but as 
they do not, I cannot defilt.’’ His lordthip then parted with 
me in fome difpleafure. I returned home, not knowin 
what would befall me: byt thankful to God that I had pre- 
ferved a confcience void oF offence. 

“< T took no meafure for my own prefervation, but Divine 
Providence wrought for me in a way that I never expected. 
When I was at Clare Hall, I was particularly acquainted 
with a fellow of that college; and we were both upon terms 
of intimacy with Mr. Pitt, the late lord Chatham, who was 
at that time alfo at the univerfity. This fellow of Clare Hall, 
when I began to preach the Gofpel, became my enemy, and 
did me fome injury in the ecclefiaflical privileges, which be- 
fore hand I had enjoyed. At length, however, when he 
heard that I was likely to come into trouble, and to be tur- 
ned out of my living at Everton, his heart relented. He be- 
gan to think, itfeems, within himfelf, we fhall ruin this poor 
fellow among us. This was juft about the time that I was fent 
for by the bithop. Of his own accord he writes a letter to 
Mr: Pitt, faying nothing about my methodiim, but, to this 
effect ; ‘Our old friend Berridge has got a living in Bedford- 
fhire, and, I am informed, he hatha fquire in his parifh, 
that gives him a deal of trouble, has accufed him to the bi- 
thop of the diocefe, and, it is faid, will turn him out of his li- 
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ving: I wifh you could contrive to put a flop to thefe pre- 
ceedings.” Mr Pitt was at that time a young man, and not 
chufing to apply to the bifhop himfelf, {poke to a certain no- 
blemen, to whom the bifhop was indebted for his promotion. 
This noblemen within a few days made it his bufinefs to fee 
the bifhop, who was thenin London. ‘ My Lord,’ faid he, 
‘I am informed you have a very honett fellow, one Ber- 
ridge, in your diocefe, and that he has been ill-treated by a 
litigious {quire who lives in his parifh. He has accufed 
him, I am told, to your lordfhip, and wifhes to turn him out 
of his living. You would oblige me, my lord, if you would 
take no notice of that fquire, and not fuffer the honeft man 
to be interrupted in his living.’ ‘ The bifhop was aftonifh- 
ed, and could not imagine in what manner things could have 
thus gotround: It would not do however to object; he was 
obliged to bow compliance, and fo I continued ever after 
uninterrupted in my {phere of action*.” 

After this interefting narration was ended, which had 
alternately drawn fmiles and tears from my friend and his 
companion, they requefted him to pray with them one five 
minutes before they departed: No ;” faid the good old 
man to my friend; ‘* you fhall pray with me.”—“ Well, but 
if I begin, perhaps you will conclude? He confented. Af- 
ter my friend had ended, he, without rifing from his knees, 
took up his petitions ; and with fuch {weet folemnity, fuch 
holy familiarity with God, and {uch ardent love to Chritt, 
poured out his foul, that the like was feldom feen. They 
parted, and my friend declares, he thinks he {hall never for- 
get the favour of the interview to his dying day. 


J. SUTCLIFFE, Olney. 


+ eee (> ee 


An Argument against the Doctrine of Universal 
Salvation. 


THE Doftrine of Univerfal Salvation implies that all 
who by the righteous Judge of the world may be doom- 
ed to hell, will be finally delivered from their fufferings, and 


* The squire having waited on the bishop to know the result of 
the summons, Aad the mortification to learn, that his purpose was 
defeated. On his return home, his partisans in this prosecution 
Sled to know what was determined on, saying, ** Weil have you got 
the old Devil out 2” He replied, * No; nor do I think the very. 
Devil himself can get him out.” 
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made eternally happy. Now if it can be proved of any one 
who hath ever exifted, that he will never be made thus hap- 
py the universality of falvation is at once deftroyed. Let 
the reader recolleét, is a cafe in point, what our Lord faid of 
Judas, Matt. xxvi. 24. Jt had heen good for that man if he 
had never been born. 

I cannot help remarking that the difcourfe, of which this 
expreffion is a part, is not a figurative defcription of any cha- 
racter or event ; but a plain recital of facts. Neither is the 
expreffion itfelf a mere proverbial faying, borrowed from 
common ufage, and applied to the particular cafe of Judas ; 
for mo traces can be found of any fuch proverb amongtt the 
Jews. We muft therefore conclude that the paflage ought 
to be underflood according to the plain literal import of the 
words it contains. Thus underftood, it muft necefflarily re- 
fer to the whole exiftence, both here and hereafter, of the 
perfon of whom Chrift fpeaks. Ifa man fhould fpend many 
years upon earth, and {pend them wholly in fuffering, his life 
might be called a miferable life ; yet, if endlefs happinefs 
were to follow, he could not, on the whole, be pronounced 
a miferable character. So, onthe contrary, if a man fhould 
enjoy uponearth many years of uninterrupted happinefs ; 
yet, if endlefs mifery were to follow, it would demonftrate 
that his exiftence, on the whole, is wretched. Thefe re- 
marks are equally applicable to every individual of the hu- 
man race. 

With regard to Judas in particular, the meafure of his mi- 
fery, according to our Lord’s declaration, muft exceed that of 
his happinefs. If he had never been born, it is true, he 
would have been prevented from enjoying a certain degree 
| of pleafure: But it is equally true that he would alfo have 
| efcaped a larger proportion of pain; fothat, on the whole, 
i the balance would have been ‘in his favour. But if it were 
pofible for him to be finally plucked as a brand from the 
burning, the affertion of Chrift would be found untrue. Let 
us fuppofe him to fuffer ten thoufand millions of ages in hell, 
and that every moment of pain, when laid in the balance, 
would be found equal to the enjoyment of ten thoufand mil- 
lion of ages fpent in the blifsful prefence of God; yet, if that 
blifs be endlefs, there will arrive a period when his happinefs 
will be more than equal to all his fufferings. If, judas is to 
be finally received into heaven, and there to remain for- 
) ever, can it then with any propriety be faid of him, that it | 
had been good for that man, if he had never been born? ; 
Surely no. The advocates for univerfal falvation are con- 


fequently reduced to this dilemma: Either they mutt, on 
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the one hand, fuppofe that the everlafting joys of heaven are 
fo poor and mean, that they cannot compenfate for a limi- 
ted ftate of fuffering ; or on the other hand, admit that Judas 
will be eternally excluded from heaven with all its enjoy- 
ments. 

There is no arguing fuccefsfully againft matters of fact. 
The plain illiterate Chriftian may be perplexed by the fophi- 
{tical methods of reafoning ufed in defence of the do¢trine 
which I oppofe : But let him remember, that however {pe- 
cious or plaufible they may appear, they mutt be falfe, be- 
caufe they exprefsly contradiét the teftimony of Chrift in the 
cafe of Judas. Many who read this paper may perhaps not 
be able to deteé and expofe the fallacy of fuch pretended 
reafonings ; But they may be fatished with the perfuafion 
that the Bible can never contradict itfelf. And I am fure 
that if they are earneftly and fincerely feeking after truth, 
they will receive the teftimony of Jefus Chrift in preference 
to that of any fallible mortal whatfoever. May they, and all 
who profefs to receive the Gofpel, daily pray for true fpiritual 
wifdom ; that while they adore the Son of God as the right- 
eous governor of the univerfe, whofe decifions are all founds 
ed in equity and truth, they may alfo rejoice in him as the 
author and finifher of their falvation. 


IMLAH. 
—ee 6 ee 
A WORD TO THE YOUNG. 


AY dear brethren and fifters'! My foul longs for your fal- 
vation! What canI doto promote it? I fee the dan 

to which you are expofed in this evil world: What can I 
do to preferve you from fhame and ruin? I tenderly feel for 
you. I earneftly pray for you. I beg of God to blefs you, 
and to fave your fouls. But thisisnot enough. You mutt 
pray for yourfelves ; and you muft watch for yourfelves. I 
therefore advife you in the moft affeCtionate manner, to pray 
frequently and fervently for the Spirit of God to guide you; 
to enlighten you; to make you wife and happy ; to fandtify 
your nature ; to overcome your pride ; to make you humble ; 
to fill you with a holy fear of doing the leaft evil ; to make 
you watchful over your thoughts, your defires, your words 
and all your actions, and to preferve you from the fnares of 
evil company and evil example. Remember, the eye of 
God is ever upon you. Think much of death, of judgment, 
and eternity. Think often on the fufferings of Jefus Chritt, 
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and delight yourfelves with the profpect of eternal joys in 
God’s kingdom. 


—al 6 aaa 
AGAINST UNBELIEVING FEARS. 


AT the prefent time, when many entertain a ferious appre- 

~-Ahenfion of a forergn invasion, and timorous pcople are 
very ready to paint to their imaginations all its attendant 
calamities in the darkeft colours, it is not to be wondered at, 
if the enemy of fouls fhould fuggeft to the minds of weak be- 
lievers the moft diftreffing ideas on this occafion. Knowing 
this to be the cafe in feveral inftances, I beg leave to call 
upon them to fortify their minds againft every poffible event 
by the confideration of their fafety trom real evil. 

You fear the Lord in the moft proper fenfe, and have 
therefore nothing elfe to fear. What can the moft enraged 
adverfaries do but kill the body? They cannot deftroy the 
Chriftian’s peace with God, nor fet afide his eternal hopes : 
They are built on too firm a bafis to be affeéted by the united 
force of earth and hell. With refped to the time and man- 
ner of believers leaving the prefent ftate, it is all appointed 
in the unalterable councels of their God. As a fparrow falls 
not to the ground without their Father’s permiflion, furely 
he will not permit them to fall by the hand of violence, or in 
any other way, but as the effect of infinite love and faithful- 
nefs. If the Lord takes fuch care of his people as to exprefs 
it in language like this, ‘‘ Even the very hairs of your head 
are numbered ;” and if his tendernefs towards them is de- 
fcribed to be like that of a father towards his helplefs but be- 
loved children ; we cannot fuppofe that they fhall want pro- 
teCtion, aid, or confolation in the hour of diftrefs. 

Let this then be the triumphant language of the believer, 
“ The Lord is my lightand my falvation, whom fhall I fear ? 
the Lord is the ftrength of my life, of whom fhall I be 


afraid ?” 


‘Should all the hofts of death 

And powers of hell unknown, 

Put their moft dreadful forms 

Of rage and mifchief on, 

I {hail be fafe, for Chrift difplays 
Superior pow’r and guardian grace.” 


_Go then, timorous Chriflian, commit thyfelf and ail thy 
dear concerns by faith and prayer into the hands of thy great 
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and good Shepherd; live near to him; but do not diftrefs 
thyfelf about what may never happen, or, although it fhould 
come to pafs, can do thee no real harm. 

DIACONUS. 









—_———aD 3's E——— 


Disconsolate Sinners encouraged to believe in Christ 
to the saving of their souls. 





M* dear fellow-finners, fhe time is happily arrived, when 
you are no longer wife in your own eyes, nor prudent 
in your own fight. You are become fools, that ye may be 
wife forevermore. In times patft, like Saul before his con- 
verfion, ye were alive without the law ; but now, the com- 
mandment is come, and your confcience tells you that ye 
have been altogether in the wrong. You will acknowledge 
that you have thought yourfelves fecure and feared no dan- 
ger, not becaufe there was none, but only becaufe you faw 
none. You will now confefs that the God of this world 
blinded your eyes and took you captive at his will ; and you 
are now afraid, that to fuffer with him and his angels for . 
ever, fhould prove your melancholly portion. But, let me 
tell you, it is the fame old enemy who foothed your vain 
hopes before, that encourages your prefent de{ponding fears. 
Yours isa clear cafe and affords the very beft encouragement. 
That God, who is light and love, hath fhined inte your 
hearts by his word and {pirit; hence, in fome meafure, you 
perceive the finfulnefs of your hearts and lives ; of courfe, 
you coaclude, that if you be rewarded according to the 
works you have done, you muft endure the bitter pains of 
eternal death. You have begun to fear, and, as fuch, you 
with to flee from the wrath to come. Behold there is are. 
fuge for you: There isa Saviour of God’s providing. Sa- 
tan wifhes to have you to himfelf, and is unwilling for you to 
look to that Deliverer, who will fhortly bruife his head. Per- 
haps he now fuggefts, that fuch is the multitude and magni- 
tude of your offences, as even to exceed the ability or willing- 
nefs of Chrift to fave. Believe not this father of lies. Be 
affured that your prefent fears and diffidence are juft as 
groundlefs as your former prefumption and confidence. 
Hark! how the Gofpel trumpet founds. It is indeed a joy- 
ful found. It proclaims a mighty Saviour for the vileft fin- | 
ner [His name is Zesus: A name inclufive of all you need or 
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ean defire: A name precious as ointment poured forth, and 
befides which, there is no other under heaven given among 
men, whereby we can be faved. ‘There needs no other. 
This is all-fufficient. Jefusis Jehovah. To Jefus, not only 
the name Jehovah, but likewife all the titles, perfe€tions, at- 
tributes, and works of Jehovah, are abundantly afcribed in 
the facred oracles. His name is called Wonderful, Coun- 
fellor, the Mighty God. By the beloved Apoftle John, he 
is called the true God; and St. Paul calls him the great-and 
the only wise God. We alfo read that he was in the begin- 
ning; that he is the firft and the laft, the Almighty ; yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever the fame: That he laid the founda- 
tion of the earth, and that the heavens are the works of his 
hands. While on earth he gave many proofs of infinite 
power: Winds and waves, difeafes, death and devils obey- 
ed his word. Surely nothing is too hard for him to per- 
form, which he fhall think proper to undertake ! Then let 
your forrowful hearts rejoice, for he has moft kindly and 
mercifully undertaken to fave juft fuch as you are. Itisa 
faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jefus 
Chrift came into the world to fave finners. Yes, he left his 
Father’s bofom, with the glory he had with him before the 
world was, and came to feek and to fave that which was loft. 
He came to minifter and to give his life a ranfom. He un- 
dertook your greatconcern. He became furety for you, and 
engaged to do all that law and juftice could demand of you. 
They required death, as the punifhment due for fin, and a 
perfect righteoufnefs for a title to eternal life. Well, Jefus 
your Surety fulfilled the law for you. He brought in an 
everlafting righteoufnefs, and is the end of the law for righ- 
teoufnefs to every one that believeth. He alfo bore your 
fins in his own body onthe tree. He died the juft for the 
unjuft, that he might bring finners to God. He made it his 
meat and drink to accomplifh what he had undertaken. It 
is well known he met with very great oppofition, but the 
aftonifhing love which brought him into the world, carried 
him through all difficulties. Having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end. He left no 
of his great work unfinifhed. Behold the place where 
het is, and confider the benefits he has to beftow. He is 
affed into the heavens, and fitteth on the right hand of the 
Father Almighty. There he ever liveth to make intercef- 
fion for them that come unto God by him. He has for you 
all the bleffings you can defire of him. _ There is that which 
has fatisfied divine juftice, and muft pacify your confcience. 
There is pardon for the guilty, and cleanfing for the filthy ; 
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health for the fick, and ftrength for the weak. He has fuod 
for the hungry, drink for the thirfty, reft for the weary, and 
clothing for the naked. In a word he is made of God both 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan@tification, and redemption. In 
the Lord Jefus, you have both prophet, prieft, and king. 
He is the tender fhepherd, the ‘fkilful phyfician, and the 
kindeft friend. In him all fullnefs dweils. Come then, 
and receive out of his fulnefs grace for grace. : 

Confider for your further encouragement to come to him, 
that he will make you heartily welcome. His gracious words 
to the weary and heavy-laden are, Come unto me, and I will 
give you reft: Ye fhall find reft unto your fouls. He fays 
to the thirfty, Come unto me and drink: Yea, whofoever 
will, let him take of the water of life freely > ,AHim that 
cometh to me I will in no wife caft out. Such, my difcon- 
folate fellow-finners, is the {weet and endearing language of 
your merciful and compaffionate Redeemer. You have no 
reafon to call in queftion his fincerity. There is no one in- 
{tance to be found in which he has been worfe than his word. 
His grace, mercy, and love, have not only exceeded the 
fears, but unfpeakably furpaffed the moft fanguine hopes and 
expectations of all, who in his appointed way have made 
their application to him. Numberlefs millions of finners 
have wafhed their robes, and made them white in his blood. 
That fountain is now open for your fin and uncleannefs. 
Jefus is this moment as willing and ready to receive and fave 
you, as he was to pardon the perfecuting Saul of Tarfus, 
the impure Magdalene, the thief on the crofs, or any others. 
He is Jefus Chrift, the fame, His precious Blood has not 
loft its efficacy: It ftill cleanfeth from all fin. He ftill re- 
ceiveth finners, and will not reje&t you. As one fays, “If 
he yielded himfelf into the hands of them that fought his 
life, will he hide himfelf from the hearts of them that feek 
his mercy? Ifhe was willing to be taken by the hands of 
violence, can he be unwilling to be taken by the hands of 
faith ?” Poor trembling finners, come and try : Venture on 
him, venture wholly, and ye fhall be faved. 

Finaily, forget not that your prefent deep concern is the 
beginning of your greatfalvation. The enemy ofyour fouls 
has not convinced you of your fins. No, it is the good Spi- 
rit, whofe office it is fo to do; and he will take of the things 
of Chrift and fhow them unto you. He has wrought all 
the fitnefs your Saviour requires, which is to feel your need 
of him. The good work then is begun, and fhall be finifh. 
edin due time. Conclude not bitter things againft your- 

felyes, as Manoah once did, but rather argue like his wife 
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on that oecafion, and fay, ‘‘ If the Lord were pleafed to kill 
us, he would not have fhowed us all thefe things.” You 
have in yourfelves a token for good. You feel you are fin- 
ners ; fuch, and not the righteous, Jefuscame to call. Ye 
are the loft, whom he came to feek ; the thirfty, whom he 
invites to take of the water of life freely ; and the weary, 
whom he invites to come unto him for reft. See then that 
ye refufe not the invitation. Add notthe finof unbelief to 
all your other offences. Refufe not the Saviour’s benefits 
by your own defpairing refle€tions ; but throw yourfelves 
upon him, and he will not let you perifh. That you may 
receive him bv faith fo as to’réjoice in him with a joy un- 
f{peakable and full of glory, is the fole aim and fervent with 
of a friend to your very beft interefts. S. B. 


——> 6) Ga 


The Pedigree and Residence of Happiness. 
A VISION, 


The visions of my head troubled me. Dan. vii. 15. 


S° faid Daniel a long time paft: I may truly repeat his 
declaration, and fhall think it a favourable circumftance if 
they do not trouble the reader alfo. In my dream I found 
myfelf upon a lofty hill whofe fummit was enveloped in clouds, 
and every thing upon it had a moft extravagant appearance : 
Every perfon feemed moft fantaftically dreffed and whim- 
fically employed ; fome were bottling up the air in phials to 
difcover what it was made of; fome were making {cales to 
weigh the planets in; fome finding out a new method of 
guiding the tides, and fome a new way of forging thunder- 
bolts ; fome were bufy in mending the Bible by their reafon, 
and fome accommodating religion to their paflions and fail- 
ings ; fome decked themfelves in cobwebs ; fome ftrutted 
along in ribbons ; fome were making themfelves wings of 
wax, and fome building pyramids of fnow. “ Blefs me,” 
faid I, rubbing my eyes, “‘ where am I got to?” A decent- 
looking man who had the appearance of a Methodift preach- 
er, and happened to be near me, replied, ‘* This, Sir, is the 
Hill of Conceit ; and thefe are the felf-made philofophers and 
doétors of the place ; take care you are not infe@ted with 
their madnefs ; make hafte to yonder valley, or you will foon 
catch the peftilence of the place.” Thanking him for his 
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advice, and inquiring his name, I turned my fteps downs 
ward. “Iam Plain Truth,” faid he; “‘ mind how you pro- 
ceed.” This caution was necefflary, for I was foon furround- 
ed by a hoft of projectors, and propofers, and authors, and 
fuch-like perfons, who folicited my fubfcription and patrons 
age for their different {[chemes and propofals; I forced my- 
felf from them, and made my efcdpe at the expenfe of a tew 
fhi'lings, over-hearing, as I paft, the title of empty icliow, 
wantot tafle, &c. liberally beftowed on me by thofe I had for 
faken. The way downward was intricate and dangerous, from 
the narrownefs of the path, and the many pits and precipices 
before me, and the windings on either fide; and to add to 
my difcouragements, the people on the top of the hill pelted 
me as long as I was within their reach; among other things 
one large folio {mote me violently on the head, and caufed:me 
confiderable uneafinefs for fome time. ‘The valley at firft 
view prefented no extraordinary appearance, I faw but few 
perfons, and thofe few feetaed rather referved, and but plains 
ly clad——I faw nothing like magnificence, but there was no 
meannefs—I faw no {pacious parks, but the land was highly 
cultivated, and the fields were covered with flocks—lI faw no 
figns of extreme riches, but there was no poverty vifible. 
‘* Pray,” faid I toa damfel employed in weeding a neat litttle 
garden, ‘* what place is this?” ‘ This, Sir,” faid fhe, “ is 
the Valley of Lowliness ; will you pleafe to ftep into our cot- 
tage, my father will make you welcome.” I thanktully ac- 
cepted the offer, being weary with my journey. Putting on 
the air of a gentleman, I walked in an erect pofture to the 
entrance, and unfortunately held my head fo high as to {mite 
it again{t the top of the door-way. A venerable old man, 
father of the damfel, faiid to me, ‘Sir, you mutt ftoop before 
you can enter here:” Taking his advice I found myfelf with- 
in the neateft and cleaneft habitation I ever beheld; it was 
furnifhed with primitive fimplicity and the trueft tafte, nor 
was any ingredient of real elegance wanting. The walls 
were ornamented with drawings of Scripture fubjeéts, fketch. 
ed by the hand of the ingenious damfel; one corner of the 
room was occupied by a mufical inftrument, which aided the 
family in the harmony of praife; and a great variety of 
books filled the fhelves, which were ranged beneath the pic. 
tures,and formed the folid viands of the mental entertainment. 
After gazing awhile on thefe unexpected excellencies, the 


old gentleman reached me a ftool, defiring me to reft my- 


felf; it was rather /ow and hard, but I foon found that I was 
fafely and comfortably feated. ‘‘ I am glad,” faid my hoft, 
‘* to fee you here; we find a pleafure in entertaining ftrang- 
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ers. To-morrow is to be a day of joy with us, my daughter 
is then: to be married, and you will add to our pleafure by 
your company.”” After returning thanks to my kind hoft, and. 
partaking of a plain but plentiful repaft, I requefted, if it 
would not be difagreeable to him, that he would explain to 

me fomething of the good family by which I was fo hofpita- 
bly entertained. Hethus®eadily complied with my requett : 

“ You perceive,” faid he, “ that our valley is fituated be- 

tween two lofty hills; from the firft all the inhabitants have 

defcended, and after having procured a fufficient inheritance 

in the practice of hufbandry, our defign is to remove to the 

hill on the oppofite fide. My father’s namewas Gui/t he 

fquandered away a fine family eftate, and left me and my bro- 
ther in an embarraffed condition; my mother’s name was 
Weakness, and myfelf, their eldeft fon, was called Folly. 

The early part of my time was thrown away in [earch of plea- 
fure, and rioting in all fort of extravagance ; but finding my- 
felf like to be ruined byit, I turned my mind ferioufly to bu- 
finefs, and fet up robe-making, and went about to eftablith for 

myfelf a trade and reputation of my own; but as I could 
never get good materials to wark with, and could never fit 
myfelf, nor any one elfe, my bufinefs failed, my work turned 
to rags, and I found mylelf, with all my induftry, poor and 
naked. I accordingly quitted the trade, and became mife- 
rable and melancholy, when a perfon called in upon me one 
Sunday morning, and_without any ceremony, faid to me; 

‘ Arife, go hence ; this is not your reft, it is polluted ;’ and 
fo plainly reprefented to me the folly of my projects, and the 
amount of my debts, that I-began to tremble for the confe- 
quence. /Athis advice I committed the fettling of my affairs 
into his hands, and finding it neceflagy, I changed my name 
from Folly to Repentance, and ey a fet off for this 
valley. On my arrival here I became acquainted with an 
honeft character called Faith, who introduced me to a good 
fort of a perfon called Gratitude, with whom I foon married, 
and fhe it is who enables me ftill to. difcern and relifh the 
principal enjoyments of my exiftence; I may truly fay fhe 
makes my joys double, and banifhes all repining from my 
habitation. The fruit of our union is the daughter who firft 
addrefled you; her name is Humility, and a meek and cheer~ 
ful daughter fhe is. The Lord of our village, who refides 
on the hill above us, frequently vifits every inhabitant of the 
valley, and always has his eye upon us. He has introduced 
to my daughter a cheerful youth of great profpects, named 
Content apd to-morrow they are to be united in marriage.” 


a * 
e<. . 
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I felt myfelf inftru€ted by the narration, and much edified 
with the expreffions of thankfulnefs which the good lady 
Gratitude mingled with the difcourfe. After the cheerful 
fervice of praife, with which the evening was concluded, 
their fervant Dutiful fhowed me to reft. In the morning I 
was early fummoned to unite with them in the fong of 
thankfulnefs ; after which the youth Content, blith as the en- 
raptured lark when he hymns his oblation to the rifing fun, 
led the damfel to the altar, accompanied by all the family, 
myfelf an humble follower in the train. The Lord of the 
village honoured the company with his prefence at dinner, 
and when it was concluded, tenderly embraced the young 
couple, and thus pronounced on them his prophetic bene- 
diction : 

“ The union of Humility with Contempt thall be bleffed ; 
their cup fhall be full, and there portion fhall be great ; they 
fhall have a goodly heritage. From them fhall proceed a 
fon, and his name fhall be Happiness; he fhall be the joy 
of his family, the companion of the religious, and all men 
fhall feek his friendfhip.” After which he repeated the fol- 
lowing fong, which all the company fung: ~ 


I. 
Turice happy the fouls in this lowly retreat, 
Remote from the mountain of Gui/t and Conceit, 
Where weary Contrition a refuge fhall find, 
And Faithhis fweet union with Gratitude bind. 


If. 
Repentance and Gratitude here fhall bring forth 
Humility, faireft of daughters on earth ; 

In happy alliance her life fhall be fpent 

In the riches and*pleafures that {pring from contents 


111. 
Content and Humility here fhall be crown’d 

With Happiness fweet as on earth ean be found: 
Ye {pirits by pride or by forrow diftreft, 
Come,dwell in the valley, and you fhall find reft. 


As I joined heartily in the fong, the exertion waked me > 
from the pleafing vifion, and, alas! I found myfelf fill in 
the country of Conceit; but I alfo felt a refolution, by divine 
direction, to feek for a fettlement in the valley. 


ALIQUIS. . 
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Copy of a letter of the late Rev. Fohn Berridge, of Everton, 
Bedfordshire, to the Rev. Mr. 3 a Gospel Clerzyman 
co———. 





lf every parifh church were bleffed with a gofpel minifter, 

there could be little need of itinerant preaching; but fince 
thef: minifters are thinly fcattered about the country, and 
neighbouring pulpits are ufually locked up againft them, it 
behoves them to take advantage of fields or barns to catft 
abroad the Gofpel feed. But all are not defigned to be ru- 
ral deans: How are we to judge who are? If you are ena- 
bled to preach without notes—feel an abiding defire to 
fpread the Gofpel—meet with calls for this purpole—comply 
with the calls—find the word fealed, and, if perfecuted and 
threatened, have the word given for fupport: Where thefe 
concur (and thefe are juft my own experience), I have no 
doubt but fuch a minifter is defigned for a rural dean or a 
rambling bishop. 

When you open your commiffion, begin with laying open 
the innumerable corruptions of the hearts of your audience: 
Mofes will lend youa knife, which may be often wetted at 
his grindfione. Lay open the univerfal finfulnefs of nature, 
the darknefs of the mind, the frowardnefs of the will, the 
fretfulnefs of the temper, and the earthlinefs and fenfuality 
of the affe€tions. Speak of the evil of fin in its nature—its 
rebellion againft God as our fovereign—ingratitude to God 
as our benefaétor—and contempt both of his authority and 
leve. Declare the evil of fin in its effe€ts—bringing all our 
ficknefs, pains, and forrows—all thé evils we feel, and all the 
evils we fear—all inundations, and fires, and famines, and 
peftilences—all brawls, and quarrels, and fightings, and 
wars, with death to clofe thefe prefent forrows, and hell af- 
terwards to receive all that die in fin. 

Lay open the {fpirituality of the law, and its extent, reach- 
ing to every thought, word and a¢tion, and declaring every 
tranfgreffion, whether by omitlion or commiffion, deferving 
of death. Declare man’s utter helplefinefs to change his 
nature, or to make his peace. Pardon and holinefs muit 
come from the Saviour. Acquaint them with the fearching 
eye of God, watching us continually, fpying out every thought, 
word, and action, noting them down in the book of his re- 
membrance, and bringing every fecret thing into judgment, 
whether it be good or evil. : ! 
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When your hearers are deeply affected with thefe things 
(which is feen by the hanging down of their heads), preach 
Chrift. Lay open the Saviour’s almighty power to foften 
the hard heart, and give it repentance—to bring pardon to 
the broken heart, a fpirit of prayer to the prayerlefs heart, 
holinefs to the filthy heart, and faith to the unbelieving heart. 
Let them know that all the treafures of grace are lodged in 
Jefus Chrift for the ule of the poor needy finner, and that he 
is full of love as well as power—turns no beggars from his 
gate, but receives all comers kindly—loves to blefs them, 
and beftows all his bleflings tithe-free. Farmers and country 
people chop at that. Here you mutt. wave the Gofpel flag, 
and magnity the Saviour fupremely. Speak it with a full 
mouth, (ore rotunda), that his blood can wafh away the fouleft 
fins, and his grace fubdue the ftouteft corruptions. Exhert 
the people to feek his grace, to feek it directly, feek it dili- 
gently, feek it conftant!v, and acquaint them that all who 
thus feek fhall affuredly find the falvationof God. 

Never preach in working hours; that would raife a cla- 
mour. Where you preach at night, preach alfo in the 
morning; but be not longer than an hour in the whole 
morning fervice, and conclude before fix. Morning preach- 
ing will fhow whether the evening took effect, by raifing 
them up early to hear. 

Expeét plain fare and plain lodging where you preach, yet, 
perhaps, better than your Mafter had. Suffer no treats to 
be made for you, but live as your hoft ufually lives, ele he 
may grow weary of entertaining you: And go not from 
house to house*. It the Clergy rail at you where you go, fay 
not a word about it, good er badf. If you dare be zealous 
for the Lord of Hofts, expect perfecution and threats; but 
heed them not. Bind the Lord’s word to your heart. The 
promife is doubled for your encouragement{. The chief 
blocks in your way will be the prudent Peters, who will beg, 
intreat, and befeech you to avoid irregularity. Give them 
the fame anfwer that Chrift gave Peter||; they favour of the 
things which be of men: Heed them not. When you preach 
at night, go to bed as foon as poffible, that the family be not 
kept up, and that you may-rife early. When breakfaft and 
morning family prayer are over, go away dire¢tly, that the 
houfe may be at liberty. Don’t dine where you preach, if 
you can avoid it: It will fave expenfe, and pleafe the people. 
If you would do work for the Lord, as you feem defigned, 


* Luke, x.7. + Matt. xv. 14. 


t Fer. i. 19.ldem, xv. 20. || Matt. xvi. 23. 
Vol. I. Bb 
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vou muft venture for the Lord. The Chriflian’s motto is, 
Frust, and go forward, though the fea is before you*. Do 
then as Paul did, give up thyfelf to the Lord» work, and 
confer not with flefh and blood, and the Lord be wit 
theé,/****- 
Dear Brother, 
Your’s affe&tionately, 
J. B. 


——agp CD aa 


The Mysteries-of Revelation, no proof that it is 
| not of God. | 


- == 
Great is the mystery of godliness. 1 Tim. xii. 16. 


(LOD EINESS is profitable unto all things, having promise 
“ of the life that now is, and of that which is to come:” 
Hence arifes the divine excellency and infinite importance 
of true religion. It fecures our interefts in both worlds. 
And as man it compofed of two parts, MoRTAL and IMMOR- 
TAL, fo real godlinefs is calculated to promote the welfare 
of body and foul. It will create a calm in the mind in the 
midft of the ftorms of life, and {peak peace to the troubled 
confcience. But more efpecially does it purify and expand 
the foul, elevate the proftrate affections, and capacitate us 
to hold communion with the Deity, which is the higheft 
dignity and richeft privilege of created heings. 

Godlinefs has various fignifications. But we are now to 
confider it as meaning the whole system of the Christian re- 
digion; and it may be ftyled godliness, becaufe it teaches us 
how to worship God aright, and how to walk before him in 
all holinefs. And the infpired writers probably ufe this 
term, in oppofition to the myfteries of the Heathen philofo- 
phers (particularly the Pythagoreans and Platonifts), whofe 
fyftem of religion had nothing more than the mere appear- 
ance of virtue and morality; for even the wifeft and the beft 
of them were fhamefully. deficient in the firft principles of 
integrity, and even recommended to their difciples fome 
habits and aétions for virtue and duty, which in Scripture 
are reprefented as vices and fins. But herein does the Gos- 
PeL OF Curist tranfcend every other fyftem of religion; 


* Exod. LIV. 15. 
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jt is a doétrine according to godlinefs ; it is perfeélly pure ; 
holinefs runs through every part of its wondrous fcheme. 


This fyftem of religion the Apoltle Paul ftyles, the crear 


MYSTERY OF GopLINEss. A myttery, in this connexion, 
fignifies a thing both facred and fecret; and the Gofpel of 
Jefus may, with propriety, be ftyled a mystery for the two 
following reafons : 

Because it contains doétrines which could never have been 
discovered by the lig ht of nature, or unassisted reason. Rea- 
fon alone did enable many of the heathens to difcern the 
degeneracy of the human mind. And they generally agree 
in this, that man did not come out of the hands of his Crea- 
tor, in that corrupt ftate, in which they beheld him, But 
the grand difficulty, which puzzled the learned among them 
in every age was, UNDE PECCATUM, from whence thofe 
evils? By what means did man fall from his primeval ftate 
of purity and felicity? , 

Reafon again taught them to confider the Dzity as om- 
nipotent, pure, juft, and benevolent; therefore, they ‘con- 
cluded, very properly, that he would receive the just, the 
pure, and the upright. But nothing in nature, or unen- 
lightened reafon, couw/d inform them, by what means an 
offending creature might receive a pardon. Therefore that 
precious truth, contained in the declaration of the apoftle, 
was an entire secret to them, the blood of Fesus Christ clean- 
seth from all sin, and muft ever have been hid from them, 
without the aid of revelation. 


The resurrection of the body to aftate of immortality isa’ 


truth which the heathen philofophers knew not; or, if they 
had any glimmerings of this grand and interefting dodtrine, 
they were indebted to revelation for them, which they de- 
rived from tradition. Mr. Gale, in his admirable treatife, 
ftyled the Court of the Gentiles, has fatisfacterily proved, 
that every thing amiable and approaching truth, which is 
found in the heathen mythology, may be traced to that 
fource. 

The Gofpel is a revelation of the myfteries, which had 
been kept fecret from the former ages of the world: The 
preaching of Fesus Christ was a revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began*. So teftifies 
the fame infpired writer: But we speak the wisdom of Gad 
in a mystery, even the hidden mystery, which God ordained 
before the world to our gloryt. , 

* Rom. xvi. 25. 


t 1 Corin. ti. 7.—Vide also Ephes. iii, 94; and Colos. ix 25s 
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-Again, the Gofpel of Jefus is a myflery, 

Because the truths it contains are beyond the power of 
human reason fully to comprehend. If it be granted that 
man is fallen trom his original purity, it will follow that his 
intellectual powers wutt have been materially injured ; the 
light of reafon greatly obfcured ; the faculties of the human 
foul contracted. ‘Thus man is not able to form adequate 
ideas of fpiritual things. ‘The incarnation of the Son of 
God; the redemption obtained through his blood; the recon- 
ciliation of an offended God to guilty man, through the blood 
of his cross; and the reconciliation of the carnal mind to 
God, by the Spirtt of God; the refurreétion of the body, and 
the re-union of the foul and body, and the everlafting union 
between Chrift Jefus, as the head, and beleivers as the 
members of his myftical body: Thefe are myfteries—the 
deep things of God, which can never be fi//y comprehended 
by finite beings. The wind bloweti where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth; 80 1s EVERY ONE THAT 15 
BORN OF THE Spinit*. The redemption of a guilty world 
“‘outihines the wonders of the fkies.” It is the product of 
fovereign love, infinite wifdom, inflexible juftice, omnipo- 
tent power, {potlefs purity, and unmerited mercy; there 
fore we need not wonder that it is myfterious. 


‘“ Redemption ! ‘twas creation more fublime! 
Redemption ! ’twas the labour of the tkies ! 

Far more than labour, it was death in heav'n ! 

A truth fo ftrange, ’twere bold to think it true ; 

If not far bolder ftill to difbelieve.”’ Youns, N. 4. 


But let it be obferved that the Gospel! of Christ being a 
mistery affords no argument against its being divine ; becaufe 
we muft on the fame ground: difbelieve creation, the exif- 
tence of a Gop, our own exiftence, and a thoufand objects 
of our fenfes. We need not afk, are there myfteries in na- 
ture? Yes, there’are myfleries all around us! If we look 
upwards towards the heavens, and furvey that fuperb lu- 
minary the fun, which’ ruleth the day, the moon and ftars, 
which give their light by night,’ and afk, Whence came they? 
the reply is, ovr or NOTHING! How is the mind overwhelm- 
ed with the idea! and who will be hold enough to deny it? 
‘Look around and beneath, and we behold creatures, man 
infinite variety, fwarm through the air, and earth, and fea; 
and all, all, from the huge Leviathan, to the fmalleft insect, 


* Fohn, tide 8, 
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which eludes the eye, ftarted into life by the rraT of that dread 
BRING, who spake and it was done! The keeneft philofopher 
meets a thoufand proofs of the weaknefs of his reafon, the 
{cantinefs of his mind, and the infinite wifdom and power of 
God. Inamultitude of inftances his mind is conftrained to 
believe, where reafon cannot comprehend. ) 

Therefore the mysteries of Godliness afford no argument 
againft its truth. It ought alfo to be remembered, that as 
we have a full proof of the divine inspiration of the Bible, we 
are bound to believe all it cantains. That the Bible was writ- 
ten by holy men of God, who spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost *, has been proved by the fulleftevidence.. This 
facred volume has ftood the teft of friends and foes, and been 
miraculoufly preferved through a thoufand dangers in every 
age. And much of the wifdom and the goodnefs of God 
appears in giving a revelation of his will to men; for with. © 
out this ftandard, this touchftone, by which all doctrines are 
to be tried, we fhould wander in the mazes of wild conjec- 
ture. Did men pay a greater veneration to the Bible, we 
fhould not hear of half the errors, which are now fo indutftri- 
oufly circulated. And it is a prefumptive proof that a caufe 
is bad, when its advocates are under the neceflity to blot out 
of their Bibles many pafflages, and call in queftion every 
verfe which bears teftimony againft their favourite hypothe-. 
fis. Interpolations, and falfe tranflations, are the grand 
refuge to which the advocates of error conftantly fly. But 
every ferious Chriftian will receive the Scripture as an uner- 
ring guide in all matters of fazth and praétice, neither will 
he pretend to difpute the reality of the doctrines, which he 
finds are plainly revealed in the oracles of truth, becaufle 
he cannot fully comprehend them. ‘ We are to ufe our 
reafon” (fays the learned Abraham Taylor) “in inquiring 
after fupernatural truths, and we ought not to receive 
any thing as truth, which is dire€ly fhocking to right rea- 
fon; for it is impoffible that a God of infinite wifdom 
fhould reveal a thing which is inconfiftent with the higheft 
reafon : but we have very little acquaintance with ourfelves, 
and know fcarce any thing concerning the weaknefs of our 
underftanding, if we take upon us the freedom to arraign 
a thing revealed, as contrary to reafon, becaufe the manzer 
of it may perhaps tranfcend our low capacities. There 
would have been no need of a revelation, had we known all 
things neceffary for us to know; and it would fearce have 
been worthy of God, had it contained nothing but what 


* 1 Pet. i, 24. 
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our poor heads can fully comprehend. . Such would do well 
to confider the judicious: direction a) learned Jew*: “In 
every inquiry which is refolved by reafoning, inferring one 
thing from another, if it agrees with the dictates of revela- 
tion, we fay of. it, it is a rightly regulated fearch, becaufe, 
what we conclude from it, agrees with revealed truth. And 
here we. have in our hands, two lights, the light of Scrip- 
ture; and the light of our own underttanding; but if what 
we gather by. reafoning is not agreeable to the dictates of 
revelation, then we muft own that we cannot get to the 
bottom of the matter by mere human fagacity, and we muft 
by faith receive what revelation declares: Had _it been pofi- 
ble for human underftanding to have taken in every thing 
fully and completely, there had been no need of a revela- 
tion; but for this end was a divinely infpired revelation 
afforded us, that we may gain fome knowledge of thofe 
things, which we cannot attain by the light of our own un- 
deritanding: Befides, this revelation is backed with the 
figns and wonders which fometimes altered the very courfe 
of nature, that men may know that deep fecrets are reveal- 
ed, though it may furpafs the comprehenfion of human un- 
derflanding.” —“* The defign of revelation was not to destroy 
our reafon, but to improve it; and though it makes known 
to us things, which we never could have found out, and 
which, after they are revealed, we cannot fully comprehend, 
yet it never contradicts right reafon: So that itis a great 
weaknefs in any to infinuate, that we are not to ufe our 
reafon in iearching into divine things; it is alfo a moft in- 
tolerable piece of arrogance, for us to make our thallow 
underftanding the fole judge about things which are the 
proper province of faith. It would be very ftrange if crea- 
tures who are of yefterday, and in comparifon know no- 
thing, fhould have a liberty to arraign as folly, what the 
Ancient oF Days, a God of wifdom and truth, has re- 
vealed, when there is that in the moft inconfiderable works 
of nature, which never has been accouated for, by all the 
fearches into natural fecrets from the beginning, -and we 
may venture to fay never will be, by all who come after 
them.” 

From hence then it follows, that there could not but be 
mysteries in the revelation of the Golpel of Chrift. If we 


* Rabbi Klias Ben Moses, a Karaite of Constantinople, in a 
manuscript Treatise, quoted. by M. Trigland:, Dissert. de Karaio, 
p» 153, who lived toward the end of the fifteenth CEN{Urys 

+ Abraham Taylor’s Treatise on Saving Faith, Part iii. p. 174, 
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confider the nature of God, and our fcanty conceptions, 
we muft confefs that myfteries* are unavoidable. ‘+ Cans¢ 
thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection? Itisas high as heaven, what canst 
thou do? deeper than hell, what canst thou know*?” Sin has 
fo debafed the mind, and drawn tuch a veil of ignorance 
over the faculties of the foul, that the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness 
unto him: Neither can he know them, because they are spiritu- 
ally discernedt. But we may venture to affert that had man 
remained in his original purity, and his mind retained. its 
original expanfion, he could not have comprehended the 
Deity, for angels desire to look into these things, and they 
learn’ of the church the manifold wisdom of God. If the 
mighty God behoves to {peak to his creature, and to give a 
revelation of himfelf there must neceflarily be myiteries 
attending it; nay, this circumitance may be confidered as 
a collateral proof that the revelation came from God, im 
that it contains fome things above human reafon, 


“ The more of wonderful 

Is heard in him, the more we fhould affent ; 

Could we conceive him, God he could not be: 

Or, he not God, or we could not be men. | 
A God alone can comprehend a Godf.” Youns, 





Let thefe confiderations imprefs on our mind a holy reve-- 
rence of God. Every thing we hear and know of God is 
myfterious. Therefore we thould tremble at the moft dif- 
tant jdea of arraigning the fovereign Judge of the Univerfe 
to our bar, or call in queftion thofe ‘declarations he has 
made in his word. And let the humble Chriflian look 
forward to that. day when all the myfteries of nature, of 
providence, and grace, fhall begin to be unfolded. Such 
a day there will be; and it will be no [mall part of the de- 
lightful employment of eternity to unravel thefe myfteries, 
and tracé the wifdom, the juftice, and the love, which per- 
vade every part of the divine conduct towards his covenant 
children. 


* Fob, xis 7, 8. + 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

¢ When the hearers of Epictetus said to him, “ Sir, you have 
uttered many excellent things of God, but we cannot as yet unders 
stand WUAT HE Is ;” he replied, “© Were I able fully to set forth 
God, I should either be a God myself or God himself would cease 
to be what he is.” 
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And while we are fojourners here below, furrounded with 
many a dark cloud, and encountering many a diftrefling pro. 
videmce ; while we tere know butin part, and fee through @ 
glasg darkly : let us blefs God that we have the Bible in our 
hand$, which is a light shining in a dark place, to which we 
shall do wellto take heed. And when the fublimity of the 
myfteries of godlinefs puzzles and perplexes our mind, let 


us fay, 


“ But, O my foul, if truths fo bright 
Should dazzle and confound thy fight, 
Yet ftill his written will obey, 

And wait the great decifive day.” 


HORATIO. 
——aea 
A SERIOUS REFLECTION. 


open I am only a creature of a day, born to exift but a 
fhort time in this lower world, and as, upon my leaving 
it, I muft be fixed in a ftate of unfyeakable happinefs, or re- 
medilefs ruin, it behoves me ferioufly and attentively to 
confider what ground I have to hope or expect I fhall efcape 
the mifery of hell, and obtain the blifsof heaven. I am in- 
formed, by an unerring book, that by nature I ama child of 
wrath, that I fell in my firft parent Adam (who was the 
head and reprefentative of the whole human race), and there- 
by became obnox‘ous to the curfe and vengeance of a righte- 
ous fin-hating God ; and, indeed, I have given demontftrative 
proof of the corruption and depravity of my nature, by re- 
peatedly committing actual tranfgreffions. The fame di- 
vinely infpired, and, confequently, infallible book further in- 
forms me, that except I am born again, I cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. My nature muft be renewed ; a 
divine change muft be effected ; the current of my foul muit 
be turned ; in fhort, I muft become anew creature, or I can 
never dwell with a holy God. Now, if this be the cafe, let 
me knock at the door of my heart, and inquire of confcience, 
God’s vicegerent within, whether or not I have had any ex- 
perience of fuch a change, and examine if its effects are v1- 
lible in my life and converfation; and may God help me tc 
be fincere and impartial in this truly important and momen- 
tous concern. wad of 

1. Have I ever been convinced of the evil mature of sin, as © 
being utterly contrary and infinitely odious te a holy and jult 
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God ? Have I ever felt the burden, gromned under the weight 
or ardently longed for deliverance from fin ; and has the con« 
fequence of all tee the forfaking of it ? FEAF 
2. Have I been led, under a deep fenfe of my own vile 
nefs, and utter inability to help or fave myfelf, to the Lord | 
Jefus, tue finner’s friend and only Saviour; Have I been } 
enabled by a divine faith to lay hold upon him ; and to re- 
ceive him as my wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan¢tification, and 
redemption ? Is Chrift precious to me in all his offices ? Do 
I fee a peculiar fuitablenefs in him? Am I willing to re- Ek 
nounce all for him, to deny myfelf,, take up my crofs and 
follow him, through evil as well as good report, regardlefs 
of the fcoff of infidels or the ridicule of the ungodly? Do I | 
walk in the way of his commandments and ordinances, and ! 
pant after more conformity to his image? Is it my earneft 
defire not only te get to heaven, but alfo to glorify Chrift 
upon earth? Do I love all who bear the Saviour’s image, 
notwithftanding many of them may differ from me as to the | 
circumftantials of religion ; and is it my fincere wifh to be t 
inftrumental in promoting his intereft ? If I am totally un- 
acquainted with thefe things, which are all Scripture evi- | 
dences of a work of grace upon the foul, I am yet inthe gall 
of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity, under the curfe of 
a vielated law, and my ftate is not a moment to be retted in. 
But if, on the contrary, I know fomething of thefe matters 
by experience, and bear thefe evident marks of one truly re- 
generated, let me call upon my foul, and all that is within 
, me, to praife and blefs the Lord for his diftinguitfhing good- 
nefs towards me the moft unworthy of his creatures ; in fe- 
leGting me from an ungodly world, dead in trefpaffes and 
fins ; in quickening my lifelefs foul ; and in enabling me in 
the day of his power to flee for refuge to the hope fet before 
me in the everlafting Gofpel.—Let me adopt the language 
of the evangelical Prophet, “O Lord ! I will praife thee : 
Though thou waft angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, andthou comforteft me.” K. 
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A MEDITATION ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 










VHE death of Chrift is a fubjeé of the firft magnitude, 
a | and unfpeakably interefting to the children of men. It 
is fuited to all perfons, feafons, and circumftances. You 
and old, rich and poor, the healthy and the afflicted, will fi 
it : eaten fubje& ;.not only on Good Fridays and facra- L 
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mental occafions, but likewife all the year round, and all their 
hiveslong. It affords the choiceft delight in profperity, and 
the beft confolation in adverfity. It is the grand pillar that 
fupports the church militant, andthe {weet theme which will 
for ever be fung by the church triumphant. It occupied the 
deep counfels of heaven from eternity, and may well em- 
ploy the fongs of the redeemed to eternity. ‘Ie make known 
the cause, the nature, and the fruits of the death of Chrift, 
is the chief glory of the Bible. Savingly to know then, is 
the higheft honour, glory, and felicity of man. God forbid 
faid the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, that I fhould glory, 
fave in the crofs of- our Lord Jefus Chrift. If the felf- 
righteous Jews of old efteemed it fcandal, and the philofo- 

hic Greeks, like fome of our moderns, accounted it fool- 
ifhnefs, the reafon is not its meannefs, but their blindnefs. 
Souls enlightened from above, have always beheld in it a 
glory utterly unfpeakable. An event fo wonderful and 
aftonifhing did never before, nor ever will again happen in 
the world. On this oceafion, the earth quaked, the graves 
opened, the rocks were rent, and the fun was darkened. 
Preparatory and fubfervient to this all-important event, were 
the rife, the revolutions, and the decline of all preceding 
empires and monarchies. Every thing that happened in the 
world, is to be confidered as leading to it, and making way 
for it. All hiflory, except as it relates to this, | fays 
M’Laurin, ‘“ is but a hiftory of trifles or confufions, 
dreams, and vapours of fick-brained men.” To this, all the 
faints under the Old Teftament difpenfation looked for- 


_ wards, and on it ereéted their lively hopes; and believers, 


ever fince its accomplifhment, have looked back to it, as the 
grand fource of all their comforts here, and better hopes 
above. 

Man’s inattention to this fubjeét is folly in the extreme, 
How very far are fuch men from doing the will of God on 
earth as it is done in heaven, where the angels are defiring 
to look into the wonders and glories of the crofs, and where 
the {pirits of juft men made perfec chufe it as the delight- 
ful burden of their everlafting fong!. There are many and 
weighty reafons, not yet mentioned in this paper, to excite 
the moft ferious and devout attention to the death of 
Jefus Chrift. in it we find the fubflance of the ancient 
types, and muft own that, in reference hereto, they hada 
fignificancy in them, worthy the infinite wifdom by which 
they were inftituted: Whereas, confidered apart, and. in 
themfelves, they would appear cruel, davish, and unmeaning. 
But it is not only the-fubftance of the types and fhadows; 
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it isalfo the great fulfilment of ancient prophecy ; in which 
the Redeemer’s fufferings and death are fet forth in a man 
ner more like hiftory than prophecy. There is fuch an 
agreement between the prediction of Chrift’s death, and its 
accomplifhment, that fome infidels have had the audacity to 
fay, that the pretended prophecy was penned after the event 
therein prediéted had come to pafs. But we fee with our 
own eyes, predictions of the fame prophets daily fulfilling ; 
and, at the appointed time, every prophetic vifion fhall 
{peak fo as to filence and confound the gainfaying infidel. 
But let not my thoughts wander from my Saviour’s death, 
in which I further fee the fum and feal of every promife. 
Herein the great Teftator’s will is abfolutely and for ever 
confirmed ; and all the great and precious promifes are yea 
and amen unto the glory. of God. Betides, here I behold 
the brighteft difplay of every divine perfection. Religious 
philofophers may admire, and that juftly, the wifdom, pow- 
er, and goodnefs of God, manifefted in his works of crea- 
tionand providence. The heavens declare his glory, and 
the firmament fhoweth his handy work. Day unto day ut- 
tereth fpeech, and night unto night fhoweth knowledge. 
Not only the fun, moon, and ftars, butalfo the air, the earth, 
and feas, abound with wonderful productions of God’s in- 
finite power and fkill: But none of thefe, nor all of them 
together, can tell me what is needful for me and every fin- 
ner to know... No page of the huge volume of nature can 
inform me, whether God will certainly forgive fin, what 
kind of fins he will forgive, how many, and upon what con- 
ditions ; much lefs, how he is faithful and juft to forgive fins; 
how he can be juft, and juftify the ungodly ; But on the 
crofs, I fee him, who knew no fin, made fin for us, that we 
might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him. ' There I 
behold the juft dying for the unjuft, that he might bring us 
toGod. The good fhépherd lays down his life for the fheep. 
He bore our fins in his own body on the tree. Here I be- 
hold the manifold wifdom of God in contriving a way at once 
‘to pardon and punifh iniquity ; to honour and magnify the 
law, and yet fave the tranfgreffor. Here mercy and truth 
meet together: Righteoufnefs and peace kifs each other. 
There is the fweeteft harmony in all the perfeétions of Deity. 
Glory to God in the higheft degree, and peace%n earth to 
finful men. This fcheme of human redemption is the maf- 
ter-piece of divine wifdom. We may fay with Dr. Watts: 


‘“¢ God in tive perfon of his Son 
Has all his mightieft works outdone.” 
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‘~ Buthis love is not lefs evident than his wifdom. Here. 
int ¥s love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
fent his Son to be the propitiation for our fins. God fo loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofo- 
ever believeth in him fhould not perith, but have everlafting 
life; Inthe crofs we may clearly fee, not only that God 
loves, but abfolately that he is love itfelf. And what tongue 
eat exprefs, or heart conceive, the love of Chrift herein fet 
forth ? Surely we may fay with the apoftle, Jt passeth know- 
ledge. * Comparifons,” fays one of my favourite and afore- 
cited authors, “ can give but a very imperfect view of this 
love: Though we fltould fwppofe all the love of all the men 
that ever were, or fhall be on earth, and all the love of the 
angels in heaven, united in one heart, it would be but a cold 
heart, to that which was pierced on the crofs with the foldi- 
er’s fpear.” ~ May the Saviour’s love ‘be fhed abroad in the 
reader’s heart, that he may fay of him, as the apoftle once 
faid, and that with the fame pleafing emotion of mind, “* He 
loved me, atid gave himfelf for me.” 

In the death of Chrift we fee God’s utter abhorrence and 
deteftation of fin ; more fothan in the expulfion of Adam 
from Eden ; the deluge of the old world ; the deftruétion of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, with all the miferies that at any 
time have befallen the children of men ; yea more 
than in the torments of the infernal regions. Ina word 
all the perfeétions of God are difplayed at once in the death 
of Chrift. We may truly fay, . 


“ Here the whole Deity is known, 
Nor dares acreature guefs 

Which of the glories brighteft fhine, 
The juftice or the grace.” 


Whatev er is neceflary for our holinefs or happinefs, here 
or hereafter, we fhall find in the death of Chrift. Do we 
with to know the worth of our fouls? Let us go to Mount 
Calvary,, there to view the price of their redemption. The 
redemption of the foulis precious. Corruptible things, fuch 
as filver and gold, were a price infinitely inadequate : It coft 
the precious blood of Chrift.. From. his. crofs flow bleffings 
more than fufficient to fatisfy the foul’s moft unbounded 
defires. Here we find pardon and peace, grace and glory. 
Do we with to have fin imbittered, and holinefs in heart and 
life promoted ? Let us meditate on ‘the.crofs of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, by which the world and fin will be crucified 
unto us, and wé unto them. No incentives to obedience 


like the fufferings of Chrift. Here it is the love of Chrift 











( 201 ) 


conftraineth us to live, not unto ourfelyes, but unto him 
that died for us. Do minifters defire a fubje& whereon to 
preach, that will anfwer all good purpofes to theirown fouls, 
arid the fouls of their hearers ? Let them turn their thoughts 
to the crofs of Chrift. Paul was determined to know’ no- 
thing but Jefus Chrift and him crucified. Do private Chr if- 
tians defire a fubjeG&t whereon to difcourfe for their-mutual 
edification ? They cannot have ;a better, nor any that will 
anfwer their purpofe fo well as the death of Chrift. This 
was the fubject of Mofes and Elias in the holy mount of 
transfiguration. They talked with Jefus of his deceafe 
which he fhould accomplifh at Jerufalem. The trembling, 
burdened, felf-defpairing finner will here fing reft, peace, 
and confolation. [tis at the crofs the Chriftian pilgrim 
lofes his heavy burden. In my converfe with dittreffled 
fouls, I have always found it of the greateft utility 
to dire& them to think much about the death of Chrif. 
This is the beft ground of encouragement too for returning 
back-fliders, and the never-failing remedy for dejected faints. 
How lamentable then that the dying Jefus is fo little in our 
thoughts! That he is fo feldom mentioned even in the pul- 
pits of fome preachers ! How dreadful to think that fome are 
even enemies to the crofs of Chrift ! Reader, is this thy cafe? 
Oh! for thy foul’s fake do not make light of a crucified 
Jefus, but fly to him for refuge ; fo fhalt thou have ftrong 
and everlafting confolation. 


S. B. 


I 


—— 2: 


FRIENDLY HINTS TO CHRISTIANS WHO. 
HAVE PROSPERED IN THE WORLD. 


[IN A DIALOGUE BETWEEN TWO INTIMATE FRIENDS.] 


O how portentous iS prosprrity! . 

Is heaven tremendous in its smrres? Moft fure. 
And in its Favours, formidable too. - 

Its favours here are trials, not rewards: 

A call to duty; not difcharge from care. Youne. 


Fidelio. 


ELL, my dear Secundus, you go on very fiiccefsfully. 
° \ V What a charming houfe you have built here! how 
beautiful are a profpeéts! I have been to your London 
refidence, and feen over your capital manufactory and ware- 
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houfes there. Every one of our acquaintance admires them: 
And I: moft: fincerely rejoice in every thing'truely advanta- 
geous to my friend. Many, either in words or looks, are 
giving you joy, on the alteration in your ftile of living, ap- 
pearance and company, and that you can now enjoy yourself 
and your friends. But, will you permit your old bofom 
friend to whifper a caution againft the new {nares which fur- 
round you? 

Secundus. -Why yes, Sir, I have made fome good strokes 
in trade of late, and have got a good windfall or two; thank 
God; I go on comfortably here; and you know Solomon 
fays, “* In the day of profperity be joyful.” Come, will you 
Jook-round my premifes? here is my garden, and there are 
offices. 

»- #idelio. Very convenient and neat! But we were {peaking 
about prosperity and itsf{nares. -I confefs it is promifed and 
beftowed by God as the fruit of diligence; Prov. x. 4. : 
And when it is enjoyed with a Aumble, watchful, dependant, 
and prayerful {pirit; when it is ufed with /iderality, and to 
purpofes of doing good, both to the fouls and bodies of the 
poor, after the pattern of the late truely honoured Lizzro; 
profperity is a token of high favour, and comes with the 
{miles of heaven. But, as Archbifhop Leighton fomewhere 
fays ‘It is a difficult thing to carry a full cup even ;” and 
multitudes have been much enfnared by the temptations of a 
rifing fortune. Saul before his elevation was “ little in his 
own fight,” 1 Sam. xv. 23. ; but afterwards became lofty, 
cruel, and fo rebellious as “‘ to rejeét the word of the Lord.” 

Secundus. Saul, you know, was never reckoned fincerely 
pious. But don’t we read of fome truly good men in Scrip- 
ture, who were favoured with temporal wealth and dignity? 
Were not Abraham and Job rich}; and Jofeph, David, and 
Daniel adyanced to high honours? | 

Fidelio. Granted. But worldly profperity in itse/f is no 
token of {pecial divine favour, or of a man’s being a child of 
God. Ecclef.’ix. 1. Nay, onthe other hand, it is general- 
ly feen, that “ the ungodly profper inthe world,” and it is 
awfully declared concerning them, “ Surely they are fet. on 
flippery places, and caft down into-deftruftion.” Pfalm 
lxxili. 12. 18. And though fome few good men have been 
entrufted with affluence and honour, yet you know it is not the 
general method of God “ to call the mighty and the noble,” 
but, on the contrary, “ to chufe the poor in this world to be 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.” James, ii. 5. 

Secundus. Muft a man’s fincerity in religion, then, be 
called in queftion becaufe God has blefled him? Cannot he 
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be fuccefsful, and get a fortune without the infinuation, that 
he is not one of God’s people? [hope no one has a right to 
accufe him of any thing bafe and difhonorablebecaufe Provi 
dence {miles, nor— ‘3 

Fidelio. Be not apprehenfive, my friend, of infinuations 
never intended. The uprightnefs of ‘the heart is what we 
have no right to judge of, but by its fruits. . Phe fairnefs of 
your conduct [donot meantoimpeach. Youufed, Secundus, 
to allow me to be free with you: I took the liberty of long 
and endeared friendfhip: But if you with; I will drop the 
fubject, or I will withdraw, and keep a refpectful diltance. 

Secundus. No: Pardon me, I do not think-you mean to 
offend. Let me hear what you have further to fay, Fidelio. 

Fidelio. Under your leave, I will remark that “ the love 
of money is the root of allevil.” 1 Tims-vi.-10. Weneed 
not recur to the old and awful examples of Baalam and Fudas, 
as an illuftration of it; you remember the defperate cafe of 
Orientus, the great nabob; he had a ferious education, but 
ftifled all convictions; at laft he could not bear to-be alone; 
his confcience fo tormented him, becaufe of the rapacicus 
means in which he had heaped up his riches ; and you well 
knew poor Mercatou, who was once a tall profeflor, and who, 
when he came to die, faid to his furrounding family, «My 
children, I have procured you all, what the world calls, 
fortunes; but I fear, I have loft my own foul.”—-Ah, my 
dear Sir, how many, ‘‘ while they have coveted money, have 
firft erred from the faith,and pierced themfelves through with 
many forrows ;” and fome at length have plunged them- 
felves into perdition. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 

Secundus. But this has never been the cafe with any of 
the real people of God. ‘* We know, that all things work to- 
gether for their good.” And the Lord has promifed, that 
‘* he will keep them from falling.” 

Fideho. True. . 1 do not mean to call in queftion “ the 
immutability of the Lord’s counfel” and covenant. “ He is 
abundantly willing that the heirs of promife fhould have 
{trong confolation.”-—But, my dear friend, fuffer me to ob- 
ferve, that is the tried faint who is the true faint,.as the old 
Puritans ufed to fay, “‘ bleffed is the man that endureth temp- 
tation ;” and.nothing has made‘more difcoveries than the 
touchitone of profperity. Ithas brought to view the conceal. 
ed deceitfulnefs of the hearts of hypocrites; not that I mean 
to fay you are infincere. “Alfo, it has too often injured the 
real people of God. _When Hezekiah was: ‘* magnified in 
the fight of all, his heart was lifted up; and there was wrath 
upon him,” 2Chro, xxxiiz: 25, 26) And how was David 
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drawn afide into a confident prefumptuous fpirit, Pf. xxx.-6. 
And I believe therefore it is generally feen, from fcripture 
and experience, that, refpe€ting the lot of his people, as the 
Lord has put power, wealth and confequence into ane f{eale, 
he hath put fome weighty trial into the other, to keep the 
balance even. 

Secundus. You think then, I now fee that Iam not what I 
was. But who can charge me with any irregularity? Am 
I not a conftant attendant at our place of worfhip when Iam 
in town? And I hope I am not backward in advancing my 
mite to feveral charities. 

Fidelio. My freedom hurts you: I do not mean to accufe, 
to reproach, but to warn you: But if I am not fo happy as to 
make myfelf underftood, I will take my leave. 

Secundus. Pray proceed. I will not interrupt you again 
with my petulance. You have thought much more on this 
fubjeét, than I, who am more deeply interefted, have done. 

_£idelio. Remember your ptomife. I muft then remind 
you, that covetousness is a frequent attendant on growing 
wealth. And therefore God favs, “ If riches increafe fet 
not your heart upon them.” Pfal. Ixii. 10. Ihave known 
fome, who were once very compaffionate, kind and good to 
the poor out of a {mall ftore, who, fince they have grown rich, 
look upon the poor with a haughty fpirit of difdain, and fteel 
themfelves with hard-hearted arguments againft their fuffer- 
ing cafes. Many, who were once temperate in all things, 
have yielded to excesses they would before have trembled at ; 
“their tables have become there fnare ;” and though they 
are not chargeable with drunkennefs, “¢ yet have been over- 
charged with furfeiting,” which blunts, confufes and dif- 
orders the faculties of the mind. 

Noah planted a vineya:d, and gathered the fruit thereof ; 
it became a temptation to him, Gen. ix. 20, 21; and I fear 
this has been efpecially the fnare of thofe who have entered 
into clubs, political focieties, mufic meetings, corporations, 
&c. Have we not often feen new and gay connexions, the 
confequences of rifing fortunes, great fnares? How -was 
Solon:on’s heart “ turned away?” 1 Kings, ix. 3. How 
many, once plain, grave and decent perfons as they have got 
up in the world, have by degrees become thoughtlefs, light 
and trifling in their fpirit and converfation ; andthey and thejr 
families (though the forms of religion have not been given up) 
have gone into fafhionable and diffipating amifements ; and 
the card-table,the concert and the theatre, are not only vilited, 

but even vindicated by them. Once, they kept up’conftant 
and lively family devotion in their hovfes. But now, they 
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have not time and leifure, at moft not oftener than once @ 
day, or it may be once a week.—The buttle of bufinefs, and 
the late rifing of the family, prevent morning prayer ; and at 
night, company at home, or engagements abroad, break the 
lovely order once feen in their houfes. No wonder that the 
converfation and condué of children in fuch families fhould 
become frivolous, frothy, and, in fhort, like the reft. of the 
world; and that they fhould difcover enmity againft, and 
throw contempt upon every thing ferioufly religious, while 
perhaps fome aged relative, or ferious fervant, who loved 
‘¢ the good old ways,”’ feels and laments the fad alteration. 
Secundus. Sad indeed, where matters are come to fucha 
afs! 
. Fidelio. But where things are not fo bad, there may be 
secret departure in heart from God; a fad declenfion as to the 
life and power of religion; a backwardnefs to a clofe con- 
verfe with God; a fhynefs at the throne of grace; a mifgiv- 
ing of heart that allis not right between him and us; a fervile 
fear of him, and an unwillingnefs to look into our fpiritual 
ftate and frame ; all which make it unpleafant to vifit the clofet 
of devotion, and induce a carelefs, hafty, fuperficial perfor. 
mance of duty, juft to fatisfy the demands of confcience ; and 
what is the confequence? a worldly, trifling fpirit, eager to 
catch at any thing, not immediately unlawful, to amule the 
thoughts, and to join in any converfation that is not fearching 
and {piritual, and endeavouring to avoid the moft ferious, 
plain and faithful friends. 

Secundus. My dear Fidelio, you have touched my very 
cafe, you have faithfully drawn my picture. I am the man. 
I have endeavoured to evade your defign ; but I thank you 
for fo kindly compelling me to come to the point I wifhed to 
avoid. Itisnot with me, asin months paft. As I have in- 
creafed in worldly comforts, I have been infenfibly removed 
from peace; Ik have grown in pride and prefumption, and 
have forgotten fpiritual profperity. Tell me how I fhall re- 
cover the ftrength I have loit.—Leave me not without your 
friendly counfels. 

Fidelio. I rejoice to fee your fpirit fo melted. What 
can I advife better than in the language of our Lord, Reg 
member from whence thou art fallen, and repent, andom 
thy firft works. Rev, ii. 5. hy F? 
"The blefled doétrine of God’s unchngeable lovyefus, in 
you hinted at in a wrong place, and, 1 was afie drops of 
wrong purpofe, may well encourage you in yroduced ; for 
him. Hofeg, xiv.1. Jer. ili. 12, 13, 14.—It | 
{perity to ‘* remember former days ;” tow || Psa. cx. 1. 
Vol. I, Dd ~* 
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father’s houfe, acknowledging the good hand of our God up- 
on us, crying out, “‘ what am I ?”—Cultivate, my friend, a 
liberal spirit, and lay by for the poor as God hath profper- 
ed you. This is a good way to preserve what you have 
gained, and to get good intereft upon it; I mean the blefling 
of the Lord, without the bitter addition of forrow. Prov. x. 
24. Ever remember the words of the Lord Jefus, how he 
faid, ‘It is more bleffed to give than to receive, Adis, xx. 
35. Whenever any of God’s people have profpered one way, 
in his all wife and all gracious adminiftration, he generally 
embitters their earthly comforts in another way, left “‘ their 
hearts would be divided,” and drawn away. You have, my 
dear friend, you abatements and trials: A worm is in every 
gourd. Inftead of giving way to peevifhnefs and repining, 
admire, efteem, and blefs his faithful care, in not giving you 
up, in (may I ufe the language ?) beftowing fo much atten- 
tion and pains on you. You fhould humbly afk, “* Shew me 
wherefore thou contendeft with me? and earneitly pray 
that he would by his good Spirit, in your confcience, give a 
clear and determinate anfwer, correfpondent to his gracious 
defigns. Above all, Secundus, keep ever in view the uncer- 
tainty of all worldly poffeffions, many affecting proofs of which 
we have all around us. Remember the nearnefs of a dying 
moment ; and the atcount to be given of your ftewardthip. 
But I muft take my leave. 

Secundus. Thank you my dear Fidelio, for opening to me 
my cafe. I feel myfelf eafier already. May I have wifdom 
and grace to attend to your kind counfel! Farewell. 
; KAPPA. 


—e 2 aaa 


Remarkson the prophecies and promises relating tothe 
GLoRY OF THE LATTER DAY. 


Ww the Chriftian ferioufly refleéts on the ftate of 
mankind at large, a melancholy gloom fpreads over 
the mind. How large a part of the inhabitants of the earth 
** fit in darknefs, and in the region and fhadow of death !?— 
The perfon, therefore, who is concerned for the honour of 
God, and the beft intereft of his fellow-creatures, cannot but 
ardently pray, that the way of the Lord may “ be known up- 
on earth, and his faving health among all nations.” Anda 
more pleafing idea can {fcarcely be indulged than the approach 
of that period, when, “ from the rifing of the#fun, even to 
the going down of ‘the fame, the name of the Lord fhall be 
great among the Gentiles, and in every place incenfe fhall 
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be offered unto his name, and a pure offering: For my name 
fhall be great among the heathen, faith the Lord of Hofts*.” 

CurisTIanitTy isa fyftem of benevolence. Its princi- 
ples expand the heart, and ennoble the mind !—The fuppli- 
cations of the Chriftian are not confined to the narrow circle 
of a particular fociety ; nor to the welfare of a particular na- 
tion, but are extended to men of every clime. The language 
of the religion of Jefus is, ‘‘ God is no refpecter of perfons, 
but in every nation, he that feareth him and worketh righte- 
oufnefs, is accepted of him +.” Having his heart warmed 
with the love of God ; having been enabled to fee the dan- 
ger of his own {fituation by fin; having beheld the infinite 
value of Chrift, and his falvation, with the full confent of his 
foul, and with the molt fervent defires ; the pious Chriftian 
can join in that admirable petition, “‘ Thy kingdom come ! 
thy will be doneon earth as itas done in heaven !”—Like his 
Divine Mafter he earneftly prays that the glorious Gofpel 
may be known and enjoyed by “ every nation, kindred, peo- 
ple, and tongue !” 

That there is a time of peace, profperity, and purity, 
awaiting all the nations of the earth, appears evident from 
the prophecies and promifes in the facred Scriptures which 
relate to the enlargement of the kingdom of Chrift in the 
world, and an abundant out-pouring of the Spirit upon all 
flefh. And this day, we hope, is not far diftant. 

It may not therefore be uninterefting to enumerate a few 
of thofe paflages, which {peak of the glory of the church of 
Chrift in the latter day, and which yet remain to be accom- 
plithed. 

In the 2d Pfalmt, God the Father fays unto the Son, 
‘¢ Afk of me and I fhall give thee the heathen for thine in- 
heritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for thy poffef- 
fion. The Lord faid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thy enemies thine footftool ||.” David 
fpeaks of the noble adminiftration of Chrift’s regal authori- 
ty: “* The Lord fhall fend the rod of thy ftrength out of 
Zion {;” that is, the fceptre of his Gofpel: And he de- 
{cribes the wonderful fuccefs, which fhould attend the preach- 
ing of the everlafting Gofpel: “‘ Thy people fhall be willing 
in the day of thy power: In the: beauties of holinefs, from 
the womb of the morning, thou haft the dew of thy youth *:” 
Probably meaning, that converts to the religion of Jefus, in 
the latter day, fhould be as innumerable as the drops of 
morning dew, as wonderfully and as rapidly produced ; for 


* Mal. i.\1. t Acts, » 34. t Ver. 8. || Psa. cx. 1. 
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a nation shall be borninaday. And the whole of the ele. 

venth chapter of Ifaiah’s prophecies appears to be a defcrip- 

tion of the happy effects of the Gofpel of Chrift. In the pre- 

ceding chapter the prophet had been denouncing the judg- 

ments of God againft the enemies of his people ; but in 

this he makes a pleafing tranfition from that awful fubjeé to 

a theme far more delightful: And, under the idea of the 
temporal deliverance of the church, the prophet leads on our 
thoughts to that great falvation, which, in the fulnefs of time, 

fhould be wrought out by the Lord Jefus Chrift, whom he 

ftyles a rod out of Fesse, and of which all the temporal mer- 

cies were types and figures. As foon therefore as the pro- 

phet had fpoken of the deliverance of Jerufalem from Se- 
nacherib’s army, he immediately introduces a prophecy of 

the promifed Mess1an, whom he particularly defcribes* ; 

and then proceeds to fpeak 6f the acceffion of the Gentile 
nations, and with them the remnant of the Jews. From 

thence to the end of the chapter he reprefents, in elevated 

and charming ftrains, the pleafing effects of the reign of Je- 

fus the Prince of Peace : “* The wolfalfo fhall dwell with the 

jamb, and the leopard fhall lie down with the kid ; and the 

calf and the young lion, and the fatling, and a little child 

fhall lead them: And the cow and the bear fhall feed, their 

young ones fhall lie down together ; and the lion fhall eat 

ftraw like the ox; and the fucking child fhall play on the 

hole of the afp, and the weaned child fhali put his hand on 

the cockatrice den t.” Thefe expreffions may, in fome mea- 

fure, have received an accomplifhment, when the Chriftian 

difpenfation was inftituted, and in the wonderful influence 

of Gofpel truths on the hearts and lives of multitudes, who 

were once the moft determined enemies to the religion of 

Jefus. But I apprehend thefe expreffions look forward to a 

far more illuftrious day, when the ftriking words of the pro- 

phet fhall be fulfilled: “ Fhey fhall not hurt nor deftroy in : 

all my holy mountain: For the earth fhall be full of the i 

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea.” : 
“And I queftion,” fays the learned Jonathan Edwards, 
*¢ whether it be poffible to find out a more ftrong expreffion, 
; to fignify an abfolute univerfality of the knowledge of the 

i true religion through the habitable world ; q. d. as there is 

no place in the vaft ocean where there is not water, fo there 

i fhall be no part of the world of mankind, where there is not 

I the knowledge of the Lord: As there is no part of the wide 

bed, or cavity poffeffed by the fea, but what is covered with 4 

1 water, fo there fhall be no part of the habitable world, that 

| fhall not be vifited by the light of the Gofpel, and poffeffed 
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by the true religion. Waters are often, in prophecy, put for 
nations, and multitudes of people: So the waters of the 
main ocean feem fometimes to be put for the inhabitants of 
the earth in general ; as in Ezekiel’s vifion of the waters of 
the fanctuary *, which flowed from the fanétuary, and ran 
eaft, till they came to the ocean, and were at firft a {mall 
ftream, but continually increafed, till they became a great ri- 
ver; and when they came to the fea, the water even of 
the vait ocean was healed f, reprefenting the converfion of 
the world to the true religion in the latter days. It feems 
evident that the time will come, when there will not be one 
nation remaining in the world, which fhall not embrace the 
Chriftian religion. 

In the 60th chap. of Ifaiah alfo, we meet with many pro- 
mifes relating to the profperity of the church, which cannot 
receive an accomplifhment until that period arrives in which 
Jew and Gentile fhall meet in one fold under one shepherd. 

The New Teftament {peaks the fame language. ‘* Other 
fheep I have, which are not of this fold: Them alfo muft I 
bring, and they fhall hear my voice ; and there fhall be one 
fold and one fhepherd{.” ‘Lhe Lord Jefus was addrefling 
himfelf to the Jews, and he ftyles the Jewith church his fold: 
And he had often difcovered great affeCtion for the loft 
fheep of the houfe of Ifrael, and often dropt the tear of pity 
over the hardnefs of their hearts. But here he humbles the 
pride, and tarnifhes the vain-glory, of the Jews, who thought 
the blefling communicated to them by the Meffiah fhould be 
wholly confined to their own nation.—No—fays Jefus, Other 
sheep Ihave, which are not of this fold. Here the merciful 
Redeemer had an eye to the heathen nations, to us, who (at 
that time) were involved in grofs darknefs. Thus did Jefus 
difcover the infinite benevolence of his heart, and the gene- 
rous nature of that religion he came to eftablith. | 

And in the 12th chap. of the fame evangelift, Jefus fays, 
“© J, If I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me.” ‘It is ‘t,” fays the fore-mentioned author, ‘that 
when the Son of God became man, he fhould have dominion 
over all mankind: ‘ Tis fit, that fince he became an inhabi- 
tant of the earth, and fhed his blood on the earth, he fhould 
poffefs the whole earth; ’tis fit, feeing here he became a fer- 
vant, and was fubjeét to men, and was arraigned before 
them, and judged, condemned, and executed by them, and 
fuffered ignominy and death in a moft public manner, before 
Jews and Gentiles, being lifted up to view on the crofs upon 
an hill, near that populous city, Jerufalem, at a moft public 
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time, when there were many hundred thoufand fpetators 
from all parts ; that he fhould be rewarded with an univer- 
fal domininion over mankind, and he has declared that he 
fhall be.” 

The apoftle alfo, in the 11th chapter of his Epiftle to the 


- Romans, teaches us to look on that great out-pouring of the 


Spirit, and in-gathering of fouls unto the kingdom of Chrift, 
that was in thofe days, firft of the fews, and then of the 
Gentiles, as the first-fruits, as a fign that all the remainder of 
both fhould, in due time, be gathered in. 

There is another paflage which fpeaks in the ftrongeft 
terms of the univerfal triumph of Chrift, who “ was raifed 
from the dead, that he might be feated at the right hand of 
God, far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but alfo in that which is to come, and hath put all 
things under his feet ; and gave him to be head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, the fulnefs of him 
that filleth all in all*,” 

In the Revelations f we read thefe ftriking words : “‘ And 
I faw another angel fly in the midft of heaven, having the 
everlafting Gofpel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people.” It is remarkable that this glorious event will not 
take place long before the final overthrow of Antichrift, that 
fpiritual Babylon ; and in the laft great conflict, between the 
church of Chrift and her enemies, before the commence- 
ment of the glorious time of the church’s peace and reft, the 
kings of the earth, and the whole world, are reprefented as 
gathered togethert. Thenthe seventh angel pours out his 
vial into the air, which limits the kingdom that Satan has, as 

of this world, in its utmoft extent,—and that kingdom 
is reprefented as. utterly overthrown||. In another defcrip- 
tion of that great battle*, Chrift is reprefented as riding forth 
‘* having on his head many crowns, and on his vefture, and 
on his thigh, a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords ;” which, we may well fuppofe, fignifies, that he is 
now going to that conqueft, whereby he fhall fet up a king- 
dom, in which he fhall be King of Kings in a far more ex- 
tenfive manner than either the Babylonish, Persian, Grecian 
or Roman monarchs were. An angel afterwards appears, 
standing in the sun,t} that overlooks the whole,world, calling 
on all the fowls that fly in the midft of heaven, to come and 
eat the fleth of kings, &c. and, in confequence of the great 


* Ephes, i. 2123. t Chap. xiv. 6. ¢ Rev. xvi. 14, 
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victory Chrift gains at that time, “‘an angel comes down 
from heaven, having the key of the bottomlefs pit, and a 
great chain in his hand; and lays hold on the devil, and 
binds him, and cafts him into the bottomlefs pit, and fhuts 
him up, and fets a feal upon him, that he fhould deceive the 
nations no more.” Satan’s being difpoffeffed of that highett 
monarchy on earth, the Roman empire, and caft out in the 
time of Conftantine, is reprefented * by his being calt down 
from heaven to the earth: “But now there is fomething far be- 
yond that—he is caft out of the earth, and is fhut up in hell, 
and confined to that alone ; fo that he has no place left him in 
this world of mankind, high or lowf.” 

Thus we have enumerated a few of thofe paflages in the 
word of God, which appear to look forward to a far more 
brilliant difplay of the light, liberty, and purity of the Gof- 
pel, than the world has ever yet experienced. And have we 
not every reafon to hope that the Lord -God is now about 
{peedily to ufher in this illuftrious and moft defirable day ? 

Our Lord reproves thofe who could discern the face of the 
sky, but could not discern the signs of the times. Now trom 
a confideration of the many prophecies yet unfulfilled, and 
from a ferious attention to the szgns of the times, we may 
indulge the hope that this grand jubilee is athand. The 
prefent period is acrifis replete with great events. The 
Lord of Hofts is shaking all nations. And fhall Chriftians 
be filent and ina¢tive fpectators ? No: ’Tis our duty to pray 
for the day, ‘‘ when the eyes of the blind fhall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unftopped ; when the lame man 
fhall leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb fhall fing; 
When in the wildernefs fhall waters break out, and ftreams 
in the defert.” 

The power of Antichrift is falling ;—the fpirit of civil 
and religious liberty is fpreading: The day has begun to 
dawn, and one of its moft pleafing harbingers is this—the 
day-ftar of light is arifen ; the dark fhades of bigotry and 
fuperftition are retiring. Men begin to read and think for 
themfelves, even in thofe countries where every avenue of 
intellectual light was nearly fhut. The nations begin to fee 
the folly of fubmitting their persons to civil, and their minds 
to religious tyranny. 

The flaying the witneffes, probably has already taken 
place at the revocation of the Edié? of Nantz{. At the refor- 


* Chap. eet. s 
t Edwards’s Humble Address, p. 29—_—_137. . 
} The Edict of Nantz was an act passed by Henry IV. of France, 
1598, granting toleration to Protestants. This edict was revo- 
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mation in Germany, the great day of gofpel light and liber 
ty began to break on the nations, and ever fince that period, 
the papal power has been gradually decaying. It has receiv- 
eda furprifing and unexpected blow, by thofe late events, 
which have taken place in a neighbouring nation, and ftill 
alarm the world. And we have reafon to conclude, that the 
angel is even now pouring out the fixth vial on the kingdom 
of the beaft. ‘¢ And the fixth angel poured out his vial upon 
the great river Euphrates, and the water thereof was dried 
up, that the way oi the kings of the Eaft might be prepa- 
red.*” As the river Euphrates was the fupport and defence 
of Babylon “erally taken, fo here it is to be underftood me- 
taphorically: By the great river Euphrates we may under- 
ftand every thing that tended either to fupport or defend the 
popish power : And the drying up this river, is a takingaway 
the incomes and fupplies, and thereby haftening its down- 
fall. How remarkably are the incomes and fupplies of the 
Roman church dried up by the revolution which has taken 
place in France !—What vaft fums of money are now with- 
TF drawn from that man of sin!—So that away is made for 
cm the kings of the Eaft—i. e. Jefus Chrift and his Minifters 
p) (called Michaelt and his angels), the only kings who will de- 
i ftroy the popifh tyranny. And as Cyrus, the chief of the 
| kings of the Eaft, who took and deftroyed Uitera/ Babylon, 
was a type of Chrift, fo it intimates that the Lord Jefus, and 
| his minifters, {hall deftroy Antichrift, by preaching the ever- 
| lafting Gofpel, which is the sword proceeding out of his mouth! 
{ Never was there a time in which thefe prophecies appeared 
q to receive a more literal accomplifhment. We may encou- 
tT rage the hope, therefore, that foon the feventh angel will 
pour out his vialf. : 
it Let us now inquire by what means the Lord will introduce 
4 this defirable day. The God of infinite wifdom can never 
be at a lofs for means or inftruments to effect his déefigns. 
| Ali nature fhall obey his fovereign mandates. If he but {peak 
| the word, anation shall be bornatonce. Yet let itberemem- 
aa bered, that, moft probably, it will be a gradual work; like 
the light of the fun, it will fhine more and more unto the 
iy perfeét day. 
Mt We have reafon to fuppofe that the method obferved will be 
fomewhat like the following: The Lord will remove the 





in| hed by Louis XIV. in 1685, and immediately a most horrible per- 
i secution ensued. See this subject treated at large in Edwards's 


dstempt, part iii. p. 90. 
fi * Rev. xvi, 12. + Rev, wii. 7. — $ Rev. xvi, 17. 
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Snstacztes which lie in the way of the conversion of ihe 
heathen nations. And thefe obftacles are two-fold, viz. thofé 
around, and thofe within them: When reflecting on thofe 
which are external, we cannot but feel a confiderable degree 
of grief, that they are fo numerous and of fucha nature. 

One obstacle is the unhappy contentions and divisions which 
subsist among Christians. ‘Thefe prejudice the minds of men 
again{t Chriftianity, and lead them to conclude; that it is not 
fo excellent in its nature, and fo amiable in its tendency, as 
its advocates pretend. The heathen nations form their 
opinion of it, from the conduct of its profeflors. And, alast 
what a melancholy picture does it exhibit! But before the 
nations of the earth fhall be brought in, both Jew and Gentile 
fhall be united. And I am inclined to think, that the prefent 
diverfity of opinion fhall, in a great meafure, ceafe, and that 
golden age of Chriftianity return, in which it flrall again be 
faid, the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and 
of one soul: 

Another obstacle is, the impurity of those who are styled 
Christians. The unholy lives of profeffors caft a ftumbling- 
block in the way, and harden the wicked in their oppofition 
to the Gofpel. 

One obftacle more cannot efcape our notice; and that is, 
the horrible cruelties committed by those who profess the Chris- 
tian religion: ‘Thefe cruelties are too well known to be now 
enumerated: And truly, they are too horrible to be related; 
without torturing all the finer feelings of the mind, and har- 
rowing up the very foul! The dreadful barbarities commit- 
ted—by whom? mutt I fay by Chriftians? by the followers 
of the meek and compaffionate Jesus ?=~in the Eaftern and | 
the Weftern Indies, and particularly on the coaft of Africa— — 
are more than fufficient to prejudice the minds of the natives - 
againft Chriftianity. Can we wonder if thefe poor uncultiz © 
vated Indians abhor that fyftem of religion, which is em- 
braced by thofe by whom their houfes are burned, themfelves 
and their families dragged to mifery, to torture and to death 
—a lingering death, rendered a thoufand times more terrible 
by ail the tortures which hellifh fagacity can invent? The 
Stave TraDE, therefore, that infamous commerce in human 
bleod, which has difgraced this nation, for more than two 
hundred years ; this trade, I fay, muft be relinquifhed, before 
the inhabitants of Africa will receive the Gofpel*. 


* Haruey, a Cazique in the island of Cuba, being taken prisoner 
éy Diego Velasquez, a Spanish general, who had undertaken.the 
conquest of that island, according to the barbarous maxims of the 
Vor. I. ee 
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Thefe are fome of the external obftacles; but there are 
aifo internal difficulties in the way of the univerfal fpread “of 
the Gofpel of Chrift, viz. the zgnorance of the mind, the re- 
bellion of the will, and the sensuality of the affections: ‘* The 
carnal mind is enmity againft God.” Now thefe mutt be 
removed, and this work will the Lord motft certainly effect, 
by sending the Gospel to these nations: ** For how fhall they 
call on him in whom they have not believed? or how fhall 
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how 
fhall they hear, without a preacher? and how fhall they 
preach, except they be fent?” 

The Gofpel was once preached through all the world*. 
But the glorious light continued not long: Grofs darknefs 
now covers the nations. But the Lord will again caufe his 
name to be known to the uttermoft parts of the earth. And 
all the commotions in nations and kingdoms are probably de- 
figned to prepare the way of the Lord Jefus, as the earth- 
quake, the tempeft and the fire, prepared Elijah for the eti// 
small voice in which God was. The Gofpel is the grand in- 
{trument in the hands of the Eternal Spirit, by which he will 
fubdue all things unto himfelf. The Lord has fent many 
miniflers as heralds to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, to thofe poor and long-benighted nations, fer whose 
souls no man cared. O, may adouble portion of the Spirit 
reft on thefe miffionaries, and crown their labours with abun- 
dant fuccefs! ‘* The harveft truly is plenteous, but the la- 
bourersare few: Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvefl, 
that he would fend forth labourers into his harveft.” 

The Lord will effeé&t his great work, by the operation of 
the Spirit on their hearts. ‘The nations of the earth are as 
the valley full of dry bones ; but the Spirit of God, that divine 
breath, will come from the four winds, and will breathe on 
them, and they fhall live. 


Spaniards, was condemned to the flames, as a slave who had taken 
arms against his master. When he was fastened to the stake, a 
Franciscan friar, labouring to convert him, promised him immediate 
admittance into the joys of heaven, if he would embrace the Chris- 
tian faith: ** Are there any Spaniards,” says he, after some pause, 
S¢ in that region of bliss which you describe ?”’—m_‘* Yes,” replied 
the monk, * but only such as are worthy and good,” —* The beft of 
them,” returned the indignant Cazique, “ have neither worth nor 


goodness: Iwill not go to a place where I may mect with one of 


that accursed race.” 
Dr. Robertson’s Hist. of South America, vol. i. p. 279. 
* Deddridge, Family Expositor, vol. ii. sect. 16, note n, 
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Now this shall be accompanied by an out-pouring of the spirit 
of prayer, on individuals, and on churches. ‘This appears to 
be one of the ftrongeft arguments to fupport the pleating idea, 
that this feafon of profperity awaiting the church of Chritt, is 
now faft approaching: For with pleafure be it recorded, 
that a large number of churches in this kingdom have (for 
fome time paft) engaged to fet apart one hour in the evening 
of the first Monday in every calendar month, to join in fer- 
vent prayer to God for a blefling on the Gofpel, and on thofe 
missionaries, who are now engaged in the arduous underta- 
king of preaching the Gofpel to the Indian nations. Would 
to God, that this pious cuftom more generally prevailed ! 
“« The effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man availeth 
much.” And it is a grand, an animating idea, that thou- 
fands of pious perfons are furrounding the throne of grace, 
at one and the fame time, and all engaged im ardently fup- 
plicating the fame bleffings. oe 

With a view to enforce the more general obfervation of 
this duty, and to warm the hearts of all who pray for the 
pea’? and profperity of Sion, let us reflect on the delightful 
consequences, which will attend this univerfal {pread of Chrif> 
tianity. Thefe are beautifully expreffed by the prophet 
Ifaiah, in a fore-queted paflage : * They fhall not hurt nor 
deftroy in all my holy mountain: For the earth fhall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea.” 
Knowledge in general, {hall fpread as the rays of the fun: 
For at the firit approach of Gofpel grace, the mind {hall be 
illuminated, and ignorance, the parent of iniquity, difappear. 
Knowledge in particular: The knowledge of God, as the 
great Creator of all things: The knowledge of the Lord Jefus, 
as the promifed Meffiah and only Redeemer; The know- 
ledge of themfelves, as undone finners; and a knowledge of 
the Gofpel, as revealing the only method of falvation. Then 
all cruelty and oppreffion fhall ceafe. Wars fhall no more be 
known throughout the earth. ‘ Nation fhall no more rife up 
againft nation, nor kingdom againft kingdom, but they fhall 
beat their fwords into ploughfhares, and their ipealagibco 
pruning-hooks,” er 


« 


Knowledge and purity fhall abound in the higheft degtee, 
and in the wideft extent, Holinefs to the Lord {hall be en- 
graven on cvery heart; yea, fays the Prophet, “In that day 
fhall there be upon the bells of the horfes, Holinefs unto the 
Lord.*” O joyful day ! Knowledge and purity fhall “cover 
the earth, as the waters cover the fea.” This emphatical 
expreffion probably conveys thefe ideas, 


* Zech; xiv, 20, 
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+ Ut thall be zmmense: The knowledge of God fhall be as 
xtenfive and copious as the waters of the fea: “* They fhall 
now me, from the leaft of them, unto the greateft of them, 

faith the Lord*.” 

It fhall be profound: Deep as the fea; nota fuperficial 
knowledge, but heart-felt and experimental. It teaches us 
alfo, that the progrefs of this knowledge fhall be irresistible : 
No created power can reftrain the fury of the ocean. He 
who holds the waters in the hollow of his hand, alone can 
huth the tempeft, and fay to its proud waves, ‘‘ hitherto, but 
no farther.” Sono human power fhall be able to ftop the 
progrefs of Gofpel light and liberty. Jefus, the omnipotent 
Captain of falvation, fhall afcend the chariot, and ride forth 
from conquering to conquer, until all his enemies be made 
his foctftool. | 

Then per fee harmony and security fhall enfue. All ani- 
mofities fhall ceafe. ‘‘ Their peace fhall be asariver, and 
their joy like a flowing ftream.” Then all the theep of 
Chrift, the great Shepherd, fhall be broughtin, andthere fhall 


‘be but one fold. Jew and Gentile, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 


and free, {hall meet in the fweeteft harmony. Allinvidious 
diftin&tions fhall vanifh : And all men fhall be of one mind, 
of one heart, and one foul; for Jefus fhall have “ broken 
down the middle wall of partition, and flain the enmity by 
his crofs.” 
“ O when, almighty Lerd, 
Shall thefe glad fcenes arife, 
To verify thy word, 
And blefs our wond’ring eyes ? 
That earth may raife, 
With all its tongues, 
United fongs 
Of ardent praife:*’ Doddridge; 


HORATIO. 
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A remarkable interposition of Divine Providence. 


To the Editors of the Evangelical Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


WHEN I refleéton the many happy hours in my youth, 
"Y fpent in private conference, and praying focieties, I 
can neither forget the men, nor yet the diftinguifhed mer- 
cies of the Lord, who rendered them a blefling to my early 
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inftruction, edification, and confolation. And fuch as are 
able to realize the ideas of paft friendfhip, and to affociate 
the feelings of gratitude for the paft, with the hope of en- 
joying in avery few days, or years, a ftill more pure and 
perfeét communion with endeared but departed faints, will 
not condemn me for bringing to light, and refcuing trom 
oblivion, any fingular inftance of the Lord’s care and. kind- 
nefs towards his hidden ones, in the days of their pilgrimage 
and the following, I hope, will prove both entertaining 
and inftructing to the poor of Chrift’s flock. 

It has been often obferved, that the Chriftian’s greateft ex- 
tremity is the time of God’s gracious opportunity. Few 
things are more evident, than that fome ot the darkeft dif- 
penfations, in the experience of the faints, have been oppor- 
tunities for the divine care and kindnefs to be made known 
and manifefted towards them, and thofe temporal fupplies, 
that are given in an extraordinary way, fuch as the ravens 
feeding Elijah, in a particular manner anfwer the defigns of 
our Lord ; they are the fruit of the wifdom of him who hath 
faid, “‘ J will never leave thee ; Iwill never forsake thee.” 

Tuomas Hownuam, the fubject of the following provi- 
dence, was a very poor man, who lived in alone houfe or hut 
upon a moor, called Barmour-moor, about a mile from Lo- 
wick, and two miles from Doddington, in the county of 
Northumberland. He had no means to fupport a wife and 
two young children, fave the fcanty earnings obtained by 
keeping an afs, on which he ufed to carry coals from Bar- 
mour-coalhill to Doddington and Wooler ; or by making 
brooms of the heath, and felling them around the country. 
Yet, poor and defpifed as he was in confequence of his po- 
verty, in my forty years acquaintance with the profefling 
world, I have fcarce met with his equal, as a man that lived 
near to God, or one who was favoured with more evident 
anfwers to prayer. My parentssthen living at a village 
called Hanging-Hall, about one mile and a half from his 
hut, I had trequent interviews with him, in one of which he 
was very folicitous to know whether my father or mother 
had fent him any unexpeéted relief the night before. I an- 
{wered him in the negative, fo far as I knew: At which he 
ieemed to be uneafy. I then prefled to know what relief 
he had found : and how? After requefting fecrecy, unlefs I 
fhould hear of it from any other quarter (and if fo, he beg- 
ged I would acquaint him) ; he proceeded to inform me, 
that being difappointed of receiving money for his coals the 
day before, he returned home in the evening, and to his 
pain and diftrefs found that there was neither bread, no; 
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meal, nor any thing to fupply their place, in his houfe ; that 
his wife wept fore for the poor children, who were both 
crying for hunger ; that they continued crying until they both 
fell to fleep ; that he got them to bed, and their mother with. 
them, who likewife foon went to fleep, being worn out with 
the fufferings of the children, and her own tender feelings. 

Being a fine moonlight night, he went out of the houfe, 
toa retired fpot, at a little diftance, to meditate on thofe 
remarkable expreflions in Hab. iii. 17—-19. Here he con- 
tinued, as he thought, about an hour and half; found great 
liberty and enlargement in prayer ; and got fuch a heart- 
loathing and foul-humbling fight of himfelf, and fuch inte- 
refting views of the grace of God, and the love of his adora- 
ble Saviour, that though he went out on purpofe to fpread 
his family and temporal wants before his Lord, yet having 
obtained a heart-attraéting and foul-captivating view of him 
by faith, he was fo enamoured with his beauty, and fo anxi- 
ous to have hisheart entirely under his forming hand, that 
all thought about temporals was taken away. 

In a fweet, ferene, and compofed frame of mind, he re- 
turned into his houfe; when, by the light of the moon 
through the window, he perceived fomething upon a ftool 
or form (for chairs they had none) before the bed ; and af- 
ter viewing it with aftonifhment, and feeling it, he found it 
to be a joint of meat roafted, anda loaf of bread, about the 
iize of our half-peck loaves. He then went to the door to 
look if he could fee any body ; and after ufing his voice, as 
well as his eyes, and neither perceiving nor hearing any one, 


' he returned in, awoke his wife, who was ftill afleep, afked a 


bleffing, and then awoke the children, and gave them a com- 


. fortable repaft ; but could give me no further account. [ 


related this extraordinary affair to my father and mcther, 
who both heard it with aftonifhment ; but ordered me to 
keep it a fecret as requefted ; and fuch it would ever have 
remained, but for the following reafon: A fhort time after 
this event I left that country; but on a vifit, about twelve 
years after, at a friend’s, the converfation one evening took 
a turn about one Mr. Stfangeways, commonly called Stran- 
guage, a farmer, who lived at Lowick-Highfteed, which the 
people named Pinch-me-near,’ on account of this miferly 
wretch that dwelt there. I afked what had become of his 
property, 2s I apprehended he had never done one generous 
action in his life-times An elderly woman in company faid, 
I was miftaken ; for fhe’could relate one, which was fome- 
what curious : She“faid, that fhe had lived with him as a 
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ago, one Thurfday morning, he ordered her to have-a whole 
joint of meat roafted, having given her dire¢tions a day or 
two before to bake two large loaves of white bread. He 
then went to Wooler market, and took a piece of bread and 
cheefe in his pocket, as ufual. He came home in the even- 
ing in a very bad humour, and went foon to bed. In about 
two hours after he called up his man fervant, and ordered 
him to take one of the loaves and the joint of meat, and car- 
ry them down the moor to Thomas Hownham’s, and leave 
them there. ‘The man did fo, and finding the family afleep, 
he fet them at their bedfide, and came away. 

The next morning her mafter called her and the man fer- 
vant in, and feemed in great agitation of mind. He told 
them that he intended to have invited a Mr. John Mool, 
with two or three more neighbouring farmers (who were. 
always teafing him for his nearnefs), to fup with him the 
night before ; that he would not invite them in the market- 
place, as he purpofed to have taken them by furprife near 
home, as two or three of them paffed his houfe, but # fmart 
fhower of rain coming on, they rode off, and left him be- 
fore he could get an opportunity ; that going foon to bed he 
did not reft well, fell.a dreaming, and thought he faw Hown- 
ham’s wife and children ftarving for hunger ; that he awoke 
and put off the impreflion ; that he dreamed the fecond time, 
and endeavoured again to fhake it off, but that he was alto- 
gether overcome with the nonfenfe the third time ; that he 
believed the devil was in him, but that fince he was fo fool- 
ifh as to fend the meat and bread, he could not now help it, 
and charged her and the man never to {peak of it, or he 
would turn them away dire@tly. She added, that fince he 
was dead long ago, fhe thought fhe might relate it, as a proof 
that he had done one generous action, though he was grieved 
for it afterwards. 

This is the fact; let thofe that read make their own re- 
flections. 


Deptford, O&. 4, 1793. - ee 
Ee GD Gare 
A DREAM. - 


if AM well acquainted with aminifter, now living, who, for 

fome time after his entrance upon the facred minittry, 

was frequently harraffed with fears that he fhould notbe alle 

to proceed inthe work. Qften,onia Lord’s day evening, he 

would think within himfelf, *¢ Now, Tam quite exhaufted. I 
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meal, nor any thing to fupply their place, in his houfe ; that 
his wife wept fore for the poor children, who were both 
crying for hunger ; that they continued crying until they both 
fell to fleep ; that he got them to bed, and their mother with 
them, who likewife foon went to fleep, being worn out with 
the fufferings of the children, and her own tender feelings. 

Being a fine moonlight night, he went out of the houfe, 
to a retired fpot, at a little diftance, to meditate on thofe 
remarkable expreflions in Hab. iii. 17—-19. Here he con- 
tinued, as he thought, about an hour and half; found great 
liberty and enlargement in prayer; and got fuch a heart- 
loathing and foul-humbling fight of himfelt, and fuch inte- 
refting views of the grace of God, and the love of his adora- 
ble Saviour, that though he went out on purpofe to fpread 
his family and temporal wants before his Lord, yet having 
obtained a heart-attrafting and foul-captivating view of him 
by faith, he was fo enamoured with his beauty, and fo anxi- 
ous to have hisheart entirely under his forming hand, that 
all thought about temporals was taken away. 

In a fweet, ferene, and compofed frame of mind, he re- 
turned into his houfe; when, by the light of the moon 
through the window, he perceived fomething upon a ftool 
or form (for chairs they had none) before the bed ; and af- 
ter viewing it with aftonifhment, and feeling it, he found it 
to be a joint of meat roafted, anda loaf of bread, about the 
fize of our half-peck loaves. He then went to the door to 
look if he could fee any body ; and after ufing his voice, as 


_ well as his eyes, and neither perceiving nor hearing any one, 


he returned in, awoke his wife, who was ftill afleep, afked a 
bleffing, and then awoke the children, and gave them a com- 


. fortable repaft ; but could give me no further account. I 


related this extraordinary affair to my father and mether, 
who both heard it with aftonifhment ; but ordered me to 
keep it a fecret as requefted ; and fuch it would ever have 
remained, but for the following reafon : A fhort time after 
this event I left that country; but on a vifit, about twelve 
years after, at a friend’s, the converfation one evening took 
a turn about one Mr. Stfangeways, commonly called Stran- 
guage, a farmer, who lived at Lowick-Highfteed, which the 
people named Pinch-me-neary’ on account of this miferly 
wretch that dwelt there. I afked what had become of his 
property, 2s I apprehended he had never done one generous 
a¢tion in his life-timvey An elderly womanin company faid, 
I was miftaken ; fér fhe'could relate one, which was fome- 
what curious : She"faid, that fhe had lived with him as a 
lervant oF houfekeeper ; hat about twelve or thirteen years 
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ago, one Thurfday morning, he ordered her to havea whole 
joint of meat roafted, having given her directions a day or 
two before to bake two large loaves of white bread. He 
then went to Wooler market, and took a piece of bread and 
cheefe in his pocket, as ufual. He came home in the even- 
ing ina very bad humour, and went foon to bed. In about 
two hours after he called up his man fervant, and ordered 
him to take one of the loaves and the joint of meat, and car- 
ry them down the moor to Thomas Hownham/’s, and leave 
them there. The man did fo, and finding the family afleep, 
he fet them at their bedfide, and came away. 

The next morning her matter called her and the man fer- 
vant in, and feemed in great agitation of mind. He told 
them that he intended to have invited a Mr. John Mool, 
with two or three more neighbouring farmers (who were. 
always teafing him for his nearnefs), to fup with him the 
night before ; that he would not invite them in the market- 
place, as he purpofed to have taken them by furprife near 
home, as two or three of them paffed his houfe, but @ fmart 
fhower of rain coming on, they rode off, and leit him be- 
fore he could get an opportunity ; that going foon to bed he 
did not reft weil, fell.a dreaming, and thought he faw Hown- 
ham’s wife and children ftarving for hunger ; that he awoke 
and put off the impreflion ; that he dreamed the fecond time, 
and endeavoured again to fhake it off, but that he was alto- 
gether overcome with the nonfenfe the third time ; that he 
believed the devil was in him, but that fince he was fo fool- 
ifh as to fend the meat and bread, he could not now help it, 
and charged her and the man never to {peak of it, or he 
would turn them away dire¢tly. She added, that fince he 
was dead long ago, fhe thought fhe might relate it, as a proof 
that he had done one generous action, though he was grieved 
for it afterwards. 

This is the fact; let thofe that read make their own re- 
flections. 

Deptford, O&. 4, 1793. - J. 
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A DREAM. 


| AM well acquainted with aminifter, now living, who, for 
fome time after his entrance upon the facred minittry, 
was frequently harraffed with fears that he fhould not be able 
to proceed inthe work. Qftenj;onal s day evening, he 


would think within himfelf, “Now, Tam quite exhaufted. I 




















as 











~ 


“{ 220 j 


have faid all I can fay. “How fhall I ever be able to compofe 
another fermon? Is it poffible for me to goon in the minif- 
try, where people are expecting things new as well as old 
from time to time ?” It always happened to him better than 
his fears ; for by the next time of preaching, fomething oc- 
curred to his mind whereon tu preach, which proved of be- 
nefit to fome. But there was one week in particular, 
through the whole of which he could not bring: his mind to 
fix, for any time, upon any fubje&t. He turned over his 
Bible and Concordance from day to day, and fupplicated the 
throne of grace. Attimes he feemed to have an infight into 
a paflagée of Scripture, but could not long purfue any me- 
ditation before he found himfelf almoft obliged to give it up, 
through embarraffment and perplexity. In this unhappy © 
fiate he continued till very late on the Saturday night, 
when he retired to his bed, almoft in defpair of being 
able to appear in the pulpit on the following day ; nor 
did he expec to fleep, the anxiety he felt was fo great ; 
but, contrary to his expeétations, he foon went to reft ; 
and before he waked, he dreamed that he went to a parifh 
church, where, in“former. days, he had ftatedly attended, 
and that with unfpeakable pleafure, upon the miniftry of 
the Rev. Mr. Venn. After the prayers were over, with 
tears of joy he beheld his dear minifter afcend the pulpit, 
who after a fhort, but comprehenfive and animated extempo- 
rary prayer, took for his text Matt. viii. 2. ‘* Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canft make me clean. - After a very ftriking intro- 
duétion, in which he exhibited the fenfe of the paflage in the 
cleareft point of view; he took occafion from thence, and that 
in a manner almoft peculiar to himfelf, to point out the un- 
cleanne(s, pollution, and impurities of fallen man, together 
with the ability and willingnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift to 
make him clean; and alfo the poor finner’s earneft folicitude 
forthe benefit, when once he becomes fenfible of his abfolute 
neéd thereof. At the conclufion of the fervice; the Minif- 
ter awaked from his fleep, furprifed to find -himfelf in bed, 
but very much refrefhed by’ his fleep, and {till more by his 
dream. He could not doubt of imvifible agency over the hu- 


man mind, both by night day, when.men awake, and 






when they fleep. He thotight he retained in his mind all 
that in his fleep he had heard; and found himfelf happy in 
being thus provided with what he fo very much wanted—a 
fubject whereon to difcourfe that-day to his people. It fer- 
ved him for the whole day, whieh was a comfortable one to 
himfelf, and a time of re ng to many of his flock. 


The reader will make $0 ny reflections. s.:. B. 
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THE CONVERSION OF A SOCINIAN: 


A MR, W: a reputable farmer in Northamptonfhire; 

. was a ftated hearer of the Gofpel ; but by reading the 
writings of Dr. Foster, Mr. Lindsey, and others.of the fame 
fentiments he imbibed the Socinian fcheme, and by degrees 
forfook the houfe of God, and the faithful labours of Mr: 
Denny, the Minifter whom he formerly attended: Mr. D. 
took frequent occafion to warn him again{t the dangerous 
confequences of rejecting Chrift, and neglecting his ordinan- 
ces, as wellas of the pernicious effeéts which his example 
might produce among his children and family. After much 
affeCtionate exhortation, which feemed to make no impref- 
fion on Mr. W. Mr. D. had the following remarkable 
dream. He thought himfelf deeply engaged in converfation 
with his friend, labouring hard to convince him of his fatal 
errors, when, at length, he fancied he heard a voice, faying; 
‘“‘ Thou haft gained thy brother.” This affe&ed him fo 
much, that he immediately awoke, and broke out into a flood 
of tears; rejoicing in the happy event. : : 

Mr. D. took an eatly opportunity of waiting on Mr. W: 
and relatéd to him his dream, when, taking him by the 
hand he added, “If it pleafe God to realize my dream, I 
fhall account it one of tke happieft events of my life.” To 
which Mr. W. ftruck with his difinterefted friendfiip, res - 
plied, ‘‘ If it would be fo happy for you, Sir, how much 
more fo for me‘” But no change a8 yet appeared to take 
place in his views. wt ’ 

Some months after this Mr. W. was taken ill, and his dif- 
order proved a confumption. Mr. D. vifited him againy 
and renewed the theme with great earneftnefs. Mr. Ws ava 
now offended, and faid, ‘ Sir, I am now quite fixed ipa 
{entiments , you only make me uneafy ; I defire that I may 
never hear any thing more Gf this fubje&t.” Mr. D. took 
leave of his friend with a heavy heart, faying within himfelf, 
‘‘ What is become of my pleafing dréam! but refleéted as 
he went home, that however fixed Mr. W. was in his dans 
gerous fentiments, God wag able to unfix him again, and fet- 
tle him at laft on the Rock ef ages: He therefore retired to 
his clofet, and with much importunity befought the Lord on 


his account. ¥ hs ities 
_ Early next morning a meflenger was fent from Mr. W: 
intreating his immediate attendances: He gladly abeyed the 
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fummons. Mr. W. who was in bed, ftretching out his 
arms to receive him, and cried out, ‘*O Mr. D.! I am one 
of the moft miferable beings in the world. I have loft my 
God!” “ I hope not,” faid Mr. D. “ I hope it is in great 
mercy to your foul, and that God is about to bring you to the 
knowledge of Chrift ;” to which Mr. W. added, in a moft 
earneft tone, “‘ God Almighty grant that it may!” He now 
defired Mr. D. totalk to him, to tell him of Chrift and his 
falvation, and to pray for him, which he readily did. Mr. 
W. appeared to be quite melted and broken down ; and beg- 
ged that Mr. D. would renew his vifit every day while he 
lived. He feemed to be truly ferious, and, above all things, 
concerned for an intereft in the blood and righteoufnefs of 
Chrift which before he had difcarded. About three days 
before his death he was filled with joy, and in the hearing 
of a pious fifter, broke out ina kind of extafy, repeating thofe 
excellent lines of Dr. Watts : : 


‘. Chrift and his crofs is all our theme, 
The myfteries that we fpeak, 
Are fcandal in the Jew’s efteem, 
And folly to the Greek ; 
But fouls enlighten’d from above, 
With joy receive the word ; : 
They fee what wifdom, power, and’ love, 
Shine in their dying Lord,” &c. &c. 


He died an eminent inftance of the fovereign grace of 
God. : G. B. 


—ae 2 aa 
Suitable meditation for the beginning of the-year. 


** Our life is ever on the wing, and death is ever nigh ; 

The moment when our lives begin, we all begin to die. 

The year rolls round and ftealsaway the breath that firft it gave. 

‘Whate’er we do, where’er we be, we’re travelling to the grave. ”’ 
Watts. : 


UT this I say, Brethren—JIn this beautifully abru pt ; 
manner does the apoftle introduce fome very import ant 
fentiments. This I say, brethren. 1 folemnly pronounce 
it is a momentous truth, though, alas! but flightly regard- 
ed, and which, therefore, it becomes me repeatedly to urge " 
upon your attention; this I declare with all the authority of 4 
nger from heaven, and I demand your 
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moft ferious confideration of what I am going to deliver—. 
THE TIME IS SHORT *. Rihlehfdde ig 

I had almoft faid, What occafion for this formality in in- 
troducing a matter fo commonly known, and fo generally 
acknowledged? but I check myfelf. The notoriety of the 
fubject is the very reafon why it is overlooked ; fo that it 
requires all the addrefs of an infpired apoftle to fix the atten- 
tion of a thoughtlefs world on a truth fo obvious, and withal 
fo important. | gape 

Shame on me! What pains have I taken to avoid this 
friendly admonition ! Though it has forced itfelf upon me 
with an evidence that I could not refift, yet I have feldom 
fuffered it to have a fuitable influence upon my temper and 
practice, but have lived as if I believed my continuance ups 
on earth were long and even everlafting. 

Bluth, O my foul! at fuch unbecoming conduét, and ens 
deavour to think and aét in future as one who believes this 
uncontroverted declaration, that the time of thy continuance 
in this world is short. How much of thy time is already gone? 
How little remains, who can fay? “‘ My breath is in my nof- 
trils, and wherein am I to be accounted of?” I dare not 
‘‘ boaft myfelf even of to-morrow for I know not what a day 
may bring forth.” This is all I know with certainty, That 
zt is appointed unto men once to die, and after death the judg- 
ment. Alarming confideration ! and do I fincerely believe 
it? Let me then no longer think of delay, nor contrive fatal 
artifices to put off the grand work of my everlafting falvation. 
May I work while it is called to-day ; for the night cometh 
when no man can work +. Whatever my hand findeth to do, 
may I do it with all my might f, and give all imaginable di. 
ligence to make my calling and eleétion fure. 

The time—the time of life is absolutely fhort: 


‘ A fpan is all that we can boaft, an inch or two of time ; ; 
There are but few whofe daysamountto threefcore years _ ten.” 
ATTS, 


How fhort the {pace between the cradle and the grave ! 
How fhort the journey from infancy to old age, through all 
the intermediate ftages! The firft breath we draw is the har. 
binger of our laft,-“ and every beating pulfe we tell leaves 
but the number lefs.” From the moft accurate calculations 
it appears that one half of the human fpecies leave the world 
under feven years of age ; probably shout a fourth arrive to 


* 1 Cor. vii. 295 tFohn, ix. 4, 
$ Eccl, ix, 10, | 
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manhood ; but few, very few indeed, are permitted to ad- 
vance to old age. , 

Time, how short! Erernity, how long! is a motto that 
meets our eye, and feems to arreft our attention in almoft 
every burial-ground we enter. Converfing now and then on 
this ferious fubject with fome of my friends, who carry the 
marks of old age in grey hairs, wrinkles, weaknefles, and 
pains, I am furprifed when they affure me (fhaking their hoa- 
ry locks) that when they look back upon their tirefome pil- 
grimage, it appears to them as though they commenced men 
and women but yefterday—-as though but yeflerday they 
exchanged their childith {ports for more rational and manly 
employments. But there are very few, let me recollect, that 
drag out their lives to fo latea period. It is the remark of a 
writer, who was no fuperficial obferver of what paffed 
around him, “ that old men can hardly find contemporaries. 
A new race has ftarted up, and they are become almott ftran- 
gers in their own neighbourhoods.” 

But looking forwards into another, an everlafting ftate of 
being, in this comparifon even the long life of a Methufelah 
and the other antediluvians, fhrivel inte a mere point—a 
nothing. And O! may I never be unmindful, that the ex- 
treme brevity of this life is a cogent proof of the certainty of 
another *, and that I and all my fellow-mortals, now exifting, 
mutt affuredly, in a little time, be hurried into an awful 
eternity! Yes, in a few years at fartheft, we mutt be, every 
ene, in fome apartment of that unknown, untried world! 
The merry, unthinking, irreligious multitude in the doleful 
manfions of Hell}, and the pious, penitent, believing few in 
the blifgful feats of Heaven. 


* “ Tt would not be worth while, it would not be consistent,” says 
a writer of the first talents, “ with the wisdom and goodness of the 
Deity, to send so many infant millions of reasonable creatures into 
this world, to live the low life of a vegetable or animal, for a few 
amnoments, days-or years, if there were no other world for these young ° 
immortals to remove to, in which their powers might open, enlarge, 
and ripen. Certainly men are not.such insects of aday: Certainly 
this 1s not the last state of human nature: Certainly there ts a 
Heaven and a Hell. Otherwise we might expostulate with our 
Maker as David once did upon that supposition, wherefore haft 
thou made all men in vain'” Pf, Ixxxix. 47. 


t “* Region of sorrow! doleful shades ! where Peace 
And Rest can never dwell! Hope never comes, 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge fed 
With ever-burning sulphur unconsum’d.” 
Paradise Lost, book 1, line 65, 
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Surely then a creature, treading every moment on the brink 
of the grave, and juft ready every moment to fhoot into the 
gulph of eternity, and launch away to fome unknown coatt, 
fhould be conftantly in a pofture of ferious expeétationfhould 
be every day in his own mind taking leave of this world, break- 
ing off the connexions of hiz heart from it, and preparing for 
thatlaft, that all-important remove into a ftate where he muft 
refide, not for a few months or years, as.in the prefent, but 
throughout a beundlefs everlafting duration. 

And canft thou, O my foul! be in a fituation like this, and 
not endeavour to exercife thyfelf in habitual conftant thought- 
fulnefs, in abftraction from this vain and foolifh world, it 
ferious preparation for death and eternity? And when ought my 
mind to be peculiarly folemnifed, if not when I am brought 
the toclose of the year, and, withall my fagacity, cannot afcer- 
tain what events may befal me in the progress of that upon 
which, at present, Iam about to enter, 

O! that I may be helped to improve every fuch period as 
a memento mori—that I may be roufed from that fupine and 
inactive difpofition I feel myfelf fo prone to indulge, and 
arise and trim my lamp *. While, like a faithful monitor lay- 
ing his hand upon my breatt, it gives me the fignal of the ap- 
proach of the laftenemy, may.it conftrain me to let go my 
grafp of this unfatisfying world, and fet me upon looking out 
and preparing for another ! One great reafon, I am inclined 
to fuppofe, of the exceflive attachment of mankind to the pre- 
fent ftate, and their ftupid negle&t of the concerns ofa future, 
is their forming too high an eftimate of the affairs of time, 
in comparifon with thofe of eternity. But this Isay—I fay 
it to my own foul, and I wifh it to be powerfully impreffed 
on the minds of every one arround me—the time is short. 
The time, in which we have any thing to do with terreftrial 
concerns, is a poor, fhort, contracted f{pan. Jt remains, there- 
fore, that I endeavour, without a moment’s delay, to fet my 
houfe in order—that I ufe the world as flot abufing i it; for 
the fafhion, the pomp, the parade, the pageantry of this'world 
passeth away—and away let it pafs, provided at laft, I may 
but obtain a better country, that is a heavenly f. O Jefus, 
Matter, fill me with thy love! Spirit Divine, feal me, feal 


me ‘* unto the day of redemption!” 
LUDOVICUS. 


+ Alluding*to Matt. xx0, 7, + Hed. xi. 16 
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REMARKS ON THE OBSERVATION OF THE LORD’S 
DAY. 


Henn meaning of no command feems to be more eafily 
conceived, than that of the fourth. 

‘“ Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy,” plainly 
fuggefts to any perfon of common underiftanding fome fuch 
interpretation as the following : By no means forget to de- 
vote the Sabbath-day to religious or pious purpofes. 

-As the command is eafily underftood ; fo, obedience to it 
is a reafonable and eafy duty : It is far from being grievous. 

Had God required by much the greater part of our time 
to be dedicated to his immediate fervice, he had not requir- 
ed near fo much as he is juftly entitled to. Had he required 
us to remember to keep holy the half of our time, his equity 
herein might have been defervedly extolled ; and a moft rea- 
dy and cheerful obedience to his authority, in this refpe¢t, 
might have been naturally expe€ted, and ought to have been 
rendered. But his requiring only every feventh day for 
this purpofe, is laying upon us a much eafier precept than 
we could have been fuppofed to lay upon ourfelves, had God 
only commanded us to dedicate weekly a certain portion of 
time to religious exercifes, but left the portion to our own 
difcretion. 

But, plain and easy as the command is, if we may judge 
from the conduct of mankind, none feems to be more grofs- 
Jy mifunderftood, and more univerfally difregarded. 

A great, avery great part of thofe that aflume the name 
of Chriftians obferve it no other way, than as a periodical 
time of ceffation from the feverer occupations of life, and cf 
following amufements perhaps a little different from, but not 
lefs innocent than thofe of other days; though in the body 
of the command, all recreations are exprefsly prohibited. 

Another clafs approach a little nearer towards the fanéti- 
fication of the Sabbath. They, in apretty conftant manner, 
frequent {ome place of public worfhip, twice, or at leaft once, 
on the Sabbath ; and on this account they reckon themfelves 
to be very good obfervers of the Lord’s day. 

But, if you take notice of their conduét on the morning 
and evening of this day, you will find little or n6 difference 
between their practice, and that of thofe who totally neglect 
any obfervance thereof, They a¢t as if the words had run 
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thus: “ Remember a part of the Sabbath-day, and keep it 
holy ;” whereas the day, the whole day is mentioned, ‘with- 
out any exception. 

A third clafs go ftill farther in the obfervance of the Lord’s 
day ; they not only in public, but alfo in private, obferve it. 
On this day they read.the Scriptures ; pray in fecret, pray 
with and examine their families ; are feldom heard to intro- 
duce any converfation of a vain and wor'dly nature. But 
they often greatly fail in their duty, from not being pofleffed 
of that manly firmnefs that fhould render them proof againft 
fuch temptations as they occafionally meet with. Is one of 
them called upon by a friend for fome worldly purpofe, how 
does he behave? Though his confcience fecretly condemns 
all worldly converfation, yet he gives up, for that time, his 
religious duties, countenances and fupports the converia- 
tion. 

Ishis company requefted at an entertainment on the Lord’s 
day with fome of his neighbours, or thofe with whom he is 
intimately acquainted ? He does not ftay to confider whe- 
ther the company be of that religious defcription that would 
make a Sabbath-day’s vilit both a’duty and pleafure to the 
fincerely good man. Nay, though he is affured, that the 
company is compofed of fuch as not to admit any thing of a 
religious tenor, he readily complies with the invitation. 

All perfons that behave in thofe ways that I have now 
mentioned, I confider as profaners of the Sabbath. 

Such of my readers as belong to the firft and fecond clafs 
cannot be fuppofed to attempt a vindication from this charge. 
Some of the laft clafs, however, may perhaps reckon them- 
felves injured. 

Had the fourth commandment indeed been Jess particular; 
had the negative part been the whole of it ; and had we not 
met with any thing farther refpecting the Sabbath in the 
Bible, no wonder if fome fhould reckon the charge alluded 
to fomewhat unwarrantable. But when a fanification of 
the Sabbath is as exprefsly enjoined, both in this command 
and elfewhere, as fecular employments are therein prohibit- 
éd, certainly there is no need to retract what I have faid, or 
to make any apology. 

Such being the nature of the duty under confideration, you 
mutt acknowledge, whatever might have ftruck you at the 
firft fight of the preceding part of this paper, that while en- 
gaged in worldly converfation, and -in vifiting in irreligious 
companies on the Lord’s day, you are not keeping the Sab- 
bath holy. Nay, while thus employed, I am thoroughly con- 
vinced, that our conduct is as oppofite to thatof fanctifying 
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the Sabbath, as if we were following the plough, or digging 
in our gardens, or profe¢uting any worldly business on that 
day. 

But, fome will fay, it would look odd and unfafhionable 
to he fo exact. 

Remember, however, that fashion is not to dictate to the 
Jaw of God ; but the law of God is to be the ru/e of our fafhi- 
ons. ‘To follow the fafhion fo far as Scripture permits, is 
commendable ; but farther we muft not proceed. When 
we are, where we mutt all ftarnid, before the great tribunal, 
the word of tsod, and not the customs of others, will be the 
rule of judgment. 

Worldly converfation then being quite oppofite to the 
fanftification of the Sabbath, muft be conftrued a violation 
of an exprefs command of the Almighty, however much 
fuch converfation may be authorilfed by the praétice of others 
around us. 

Some may likewife be difpofed to apologize for themfelves 
by alleging, that they do not make a practice of visiting in 
fuch companies, and of converfing with perfons of this de- 
Lcription on the Sabbath ; and what is the reafon, pray, of 
your not making a pra¢tice of behaving in this manner ? Is 
it not, becaufe opportunities do not always occur ; If then 
your vifiting on this day proceeds not from your declining 
to comply with the invitations you receive, but from a wan/ 
of opportunity, you may be faid to be habitual profaners of 
the Sabbath; with refpect to the temper of your minds, 
which is what God chiefly regards in judging of our conduct 
—you may be confidered as habitually ready to profane the 
Sabbath. | 

But I fhall fuppofe, though you had opportunities, that 
you would comply only now and then with invitations rela- 
tive to vifiting on the Lord’s day. Notwithitanding this 
inconftant compliance, you would act a part altogether inex- 
cufable. _ 

The impropriety of fuch a conduct will appear glaring, 
on my dire€ting your attention a moment to fome other of 
the ten commands, the violation of which does not 
{trike fo immediately againft God, as that of the fourth. 

Would stealing now and then, even when our neceilities 
fhould prompt us to take this courfe, and the framing ofa 
falfehood on certain occafions, when our temporal interelt 
might be fecured, be trivial faults, becaufe we could not be 
{aid to make a practice of committing them? No furely. 
Why then fhould a fin more immediately againft God be 
reckoned a flight, or rather no tranfgreflion? Nay, to behave 
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only once in the way that is here condemned, however coms 
mon, is exceeding finful, deferves eternal punifhment, and, 
left we perifh on this account; calls fora fpeedy repentance. 


Having thus made a few remarks on the obfervance of the 1 
Sabbath, and rather too many to be comprifed in one paper, 
I draw to a conclufion, with befeeching in the moft earneft i ‘ 


manner fuch of my readers as may find their practice point- 
ed at in this paper, to pray earneftly to God for the grace of 
repentance, and to follow this prayer with a careful perform- +t 
ance of the duties of the Sabbath onall occafions; and notto ie 
say or do any thing on that day, but fuch things as are of a bi 
religious kind. ie 

If enabled thus to behave, though our repentance, our beft ! 
fervices or moft pious exercifes cannot merit any thing from 
the hand of God, you fhall at laft be abundantly rewarded. 
‘‘ If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing 
thy pleafure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, it 
the holy of the Lord honourable, and fhalt honour them, not iid 
doing thy own ways, nor finding thine own pleafure, nor 
{peaking thine own words: Then fhalt thou delight thyfelf 
in the Lord, and I will caufe thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 
thy father; for the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it.” 
Amen, PRESBUTEROS. 





—aae > aaa —— 


THE NATURE, CAUSE, EFFECTS, AND CURE OF RE- 
SERVE. 


By the late Rev. Robert Robinson, of Cambridge; 
[Written at the age of 24.] 


ResERVED man is of a cold, diftant, unfeeling car- 

riage : Not made for fociety, but for himfelf; for 

whatever he knows is his own, and not communicated to 

others. He makes profound fecrets of the verieft trifles in 

the world, and if you would put a double lock on his mouth, 

the way to do it is to folicit him to be free. A certain air 

of diffatisfa€tion covers him in every company, and while he 7 

| is not free to them, they are fufpicious of him, taking him to 
: be an over-wife critic, who difdains them, or an egregioufly 
. ignorant perfon beneath their notice. So that while this 
\ remains, he is fure to be deftitute of one of the greateft blef- 
t ings in the world, a free and faithful friend. Such a one 
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may be a good man, but, like Ifrael in Hofea’s time, is “ an 
empty vine bringing forth fruit unto himfelf.” He gathers 
much manna under the cloud of witnefles, but greedily de- 
vours.all, not giving a morfel away. He has a gift of pray- 
er, but forgets that gifts are for the edifying the body of 
Chrift. He has many books, but, like a private dram-drink- 
er, fwallows all in a corner. He vilits many focieties of 
Chriftians, but more refembles a wafp, who fteals the labour 
of others, than the induftrious bee, who cafting his mite in- 
to the common flock, enriches the hive. God has invefted 
him with an excellent ornament, the gift of fpeech ; but he, 
as if infenfible of the favour, feldom puts it on ; acting here- 
in, like the unthrifty fervant, who hid his lord’s talent in a 
napkin. But he ought to remember, that a rebuke is due 
for his practice, for while he condemns the Popith praétice 
of fhutting up monks in cloifters, and fo robbing the world 
of many ufeful gifts, himfelf is guilty of the fame ; being 
at once, pope and monk himfelf, imprifoning and impri- 
foned ; and this he does perpetually to hzs own loss, and no- 
body's gain. 

The root of this fruitlefs referve is pride, and the botanift 
under whofe management the growth is, is Satan, whofe 
‘employ is ever to keep the faints at a diftance from each 
other ; for hereby he difables them from bearing one 
another’s burdens, and fo keeps them from fulfilling the law 
of Chrift. That its root is pride is plain, for could he be af:- 
fured that all the company would approve of, and admire 
whatever he fays, his tongue would be loofed immediately. 
But he fufpeéts that this man will pity his ignorance, and 


that cenfure his rafhnefs, and fo, to efcape reproach, does not 


venture to fpeak at all. Or undelief may produce it, for he 
may be dumb, becaufe he believes not, as Zechariah was ; 
and certainly, if he lived under the practical belief of that 
exhortation, * Let your {peech be always with grace, feafon- 
ed with falt, that 1t may minifter edifying to the hearers,” 
he would know that he was to fpeak always, that is, at every 
convenient opportunity, and to aim therein at the edification 
of the hearers. Or perhaps, ignorance is a caufe of referve. 
For does fuch a man att, as if he knew (fuppofing he labours 


-underafenfe of his weaknefs), I fav, does he act, as if he 


knew, that God ever did, and ever will, “* by things that are 
not, bring to nought things that are,” to ftain the pride of 
all ficfh? This known, leaves us no excufe from our weak- 
nefs. Or it may be envy. For he tells himfelf, if he had 
the abilities of others, he would {peak freely, and thus tacitly 
charges God with being ftrait-handed to him, not having 
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dealt out fo liberally to him as he fhould have done. In 
fhort, whatever be the caufe, fure we are that it is not a 
Chriflian grace: For grace teaches a man to refemble his 
heavenly Father, “‘ who makes his fun to rife, and rain de- 
fcend, on the juft and unjuft, the evil and the good.” He is 
a liberal God, and we fhould be a communicating people. 

The effects of this referve are, firft, barrenness in a man’s 
gown soul. - : 7 


“ Teaching we learn, and giving we retain.” - Youne. 


If God has faid, ‘* he that foweth fparingly, fhall reap 
fparingly,” fure I am that he who fows nothing fhall ftarve., 
Though I am at a lofs to fay, whether referve is an effe& of 
barrennefs, or barrennefs an effect of referve ; yet Iam not at 
a lofs to fee that they are conftant companions, and moftly 
refide in the fame perfon. If the love of God, fhed abroad 
in the heart, dilates and expands the foul, the want of it 
fhrivels and contracts. If the one opens the mouth, making 
the ftammerer to fpeak plainly, the other will make a man 
filent as the grave. If the mouth f{peaketh out of the abun- 
dance of the heart, then a flill clofe mouth argues a penuri- 
ous foul—the poverty and not the abundance of the mind. 
He who {peaks his experiences freely in company, puts his 
principal out, and as he thereby draws the experieace of 
others out, he receives intereft an hundred fold. In the for- 
mer he fowed his feed, in the latter the earth brings forth by 
handsful. 

A fecond effect of referve is, the degetizng a suspicion in 
the minds of the godly, that we are only profeffors, “‘ have a 
name to live, but are dead.” For, ‘if they are afked 
about fuch aone, “he is,” fay they, “‘ a fober, moral man, 
but we never heard him fay any thing of the Spirit’s work 
upon his heart, and therefore we are uncertain whether he is 
a regenerate man or not.” So that they are forced to fuf- 
pend their judgments, and alfo their brotherly love towards 
fucha man. Thus referve makesa dam to ftop the current 
of grace. 

A third effect is stumbling the weak, for they expect “to . 
be borne on the fides, and dandled on the knees” (as one . 
may fay), of elder Chriftians. But when nothing is faid to 
them, it damps their fpirits, and they are ready to write bitter 
things again{t themfelves) take the fhynefs of others, whom 
they hope to be good men, for an evidence that you think 
they have no grace, and fo referve is forged into fetters for 
their poor fouls. 











( 232 ) 


How endlefs are the effeéts ! Here can be no reproof, ex. 
hortation, confolation, nor ahy Chriftian duty performed, 
while it prevails ; for in all thefe the tongue bears a part. 

To help any to a cure, to rub off this ruft, I would propofe, 
firft, much secret prayer. He who converfes much in his 
clofet with God, will become expert at prayer, and need not 
fear, when ufed to the prefence-chamber, that he fhall act 
awkwardly when amongft his equals. I fear our flownefs to 
pray with others, is a proof that we do not too often pray by 
ourfelves. 

Secondly, Labour to affed yourselves with the various 
means of emboldening a bashful Christian: Such as, the worth 
of men’s fouls—the excellency of Jefus Chrift—the neceflity 
of liying a holy ufeful life—the fhortnefs of your ftay in this 
world—the blefling giving to him who converts any foul 
from the error of his way—the obligations you are under to 
the Lord—the reward you fhall reap in another world. 
Thefe, refting with weight on the mind, will force fpeech, 


and, like the wind pent up in the earth, will purfue the | 


water, till it bubbles up and runs above ground. 

Thirdly, Believe that the Lord has done something for your 
soul,and that he may use you as an instrument to other souls. 
Beg to be delivered from that dangerous fin, overlooking 
what God has wrought for you; and never think that you 
will either pleafe God or profit men by queftioning or deny- 
ing the day of {mall things. Immediately on your enjoying 
the divine prefence, you will begin to relate, more or lefs, 
to others. And the way to enjoy the prefence of God, is to 
acknowledge and be thankful for the work of God. 

Fourthly, Bein the company of free open-hearted Christians. 
You'll catch their fpirit before you are aware. Try and 
caft off your referve, and get fome friend to corre¢ctyou. 
Only be fure to arm yourfelf with patience, ever neceflary, 
but efpecially fo, when you are reproved. Let your friend 
obferve your carriage ,and when he judges it proper, fubmit 
to histeproof. Above all watch againft the indulgence of 
any fin. For fin indulged in private, flies in your face in 
_ public, reproaching you with, ‘ Thou that fayeft to angther, 
thou fhalt not fteal, doft thou fteal?” Or it will fay, “ To 
the wicked, faith God, what doeft thou, to take my law into 
thy mouth ?” 

Perhaps, an effectual cure of referve may be found in the 
prattical belief of the omnipotence of God. For we fhall then 
burft the bands of the fear of man, and dic to the luft of 
efteem. And having God’s teftimony of our integrity in 
otr hearts, we fhall be concerned no longer about men’s 
opinion of us or our character, but God’s command will be 
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our rule, and all confequences willbelefttohim. However, 
let us not, ip avoiding referve, rufh into a contrary miftake, 
—a foolifh impertinent behaviour, not obferving a due dif- 
tance towards fuperiors, but being filly-bold when, rather 
than be filent, we talk nonfenfe, and make ourfelves the pity 
of the good, and ridicule of the bad. Let us ftudy to pur- 
fue the golden mean betwixt loquacity and filence. Let us 
learn when to fpeak at all, and when we have faid enough. 
For he is certainly a wife man who knows how to manage 
his tongue. 


— oo 
CASUISTICAL DIVINITY. 


WHEN a person is mourning and lamenting under a sense of 
divine withdrawings, cold, formal and remiss in all duties, 
walking in darkness, and having no light, what means are 
proper to be adopted, in order to a restoration aud reposses- 
sion of communion with God ? R. W. 





ANSWER TO THE FOREGOING QUERY, 


HE cafe here ftated, and the queftion annexed to it, ap- 

ear to come from one who is not unacquainted with 

the work of God’s Spirit in the heart; and are very intereft- 

ing to many of the Lord’s people. I fhall therefore endea- 

vour to be as explicit in my remarks as pofible ; but before 

I dire@ly anfwer the queftion, I {hall attempt to ftate the cafe 

more at large, in hope that it may prove a blefling to thofe 
whofe feelings are defcribed. 

Divine withdrawings make an important part of the plan 
on which God aéts in leading his people to glory: And they 
are often as thorns and briers to the Chriftian in his pafflage 
through the wildernefs. They imply that the perfon who 
labours under them is a real diiciple of Chrift: For fpiritual 
bleflings can never be withdrawn from any man but him on 
whom they have been previoully beftowed. Yes, he is abe- 
liever; and though now f{marting under his Father’s rod, yet 
once it was wellwithhim. He was indulged with fuch a fight 
of Calvary, and of the crimfon ftreams of falvation flowing 
from the heart of Jefus, as he can never totally forget. The 
cup of his joy was then full and overflowing. He delighted 
in thinking and talking of God and divine things. He could 
get near to God in holy duties, and with humble confidence 


cry, Abba, Father! And he could even have cheerfully fa- 
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crificed every thing on earth for the fake of Jefus. Buthow 
is the gold become dim! How is the fine gold changed! 

Now a fad reverfe of things has taken place. He is cold, 
formal and remifs in all duties. ‘The love and zeal which 


once brightened his profpects, and gladdened his heart, have, ’ 


for a time, loft their vigour. The Spirit of God withholds 
his reviving influence ; and the very {pring of joy feems dried 
up. Secret prayer, once his frequent employment and de- 
light, is too often neglected ; and if confcience upbraid, filly 
excufes are framed to juflify the omiffion. Sometimes, in- 
deed, he bows the knee in private, but his heart is heavy: It 
cannot rife to God. He utters the folemn words of prayer, 
but forgets even what he is about. While his thoughts are 
wandering, he ceafes from the duty, and prefently again recol- 
le€ting himfelf, like a man who has been afleep in a ftrange 
place, he roufes, and wonders where he is. At beft, prayer 
is hurried over as a tafk; much of that important bufinefs 
which a Chriftian has to tranfaét with God at the throne of 
grace, is neglected ; and fupplications for the church, for par- 
ticular friends, and particular bleffings are forgotten. The 
word of God is often pafled by; or, if read, it is done in a 
hurry, and without attention. He attends the miniftry of the 
Gofpel; but fometimes gives way to drow(inefs ; and fome- 
times, inftead of hearing or knowing what is faid, he fuffers 
a multitude of foolifh and vain things to occupy his thoughts. 
If a preacher, he is, on the people’s account, affifted in public 
duties, but brings no abiding favour of divine things with 
him out of the pulpit. He walks in darknels. He does not 
fee the gracious countenance of Jefus{miling on him as for- 
merly. Dark chilling clouds of fpiritual adverfity intercept 
the rays of the Sun of Righteoufnefs, and fpread a melancholy 
gloom over his path. He may or may not, for aught he 
knows, belong to the family of God. Sometimes the quef- 
tion will prefent itfelf to his mind, and he then feels a mo- 
mentary uneafinefs; but he is not properly roufed: He re- 
mains languid and duil, as before. 

But, blefied be God, the real Chriftian, even in fuch a ftate 
difcovers fome fymptoms of fpiritual life. Dull and ftupid 
as he may be, there are moments when he cannot help 
grieving and mourning over his fad declerfions,—moments 
when he looks back, and though he fcarcely perceives it 
himfelf, fighs out a with, that it were with him as in months 
past, as in the days when the Lord preserved him. Yea, now 
and then he cannot help offering a petition or two, with 
fome degree of earneftnefs, for a revival of the work of 
God in his heart. He cannot be really fatisfied without the 
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divine prefence. Thou mourner in Zion, let us confider 
what means are proper to be adopted, in order to thy re- 
ftoration and repofleffion of communion with God. 

We fhould, on this and every occafion, remember that 
the means we ufe are but means: It is the blefling of God 
that muft render them effectual. I do not with by this re- 

mark to encourage the vain hope of the hypocrite, who, 
when reproved for his formality in the ways of God, 
pleads as an excufe, that he is unable to revive or renew 
his own foul. A man of true piety dares not aét thus. He 
feels and confeffes his inability, but at the fame time he is 
defirous to ufe thofe means which are moft likely to obtain 
the divine bleffing. The grand catholicon, or univerfal 
remedy for all {piritual difeafes, is faith in Chrift. He is the 
Phyfician of fouls; and he can, and does, kindly heal all, 
however miferable and wretched, who lock to him for re- 
lief. While the eye of faith is fixed on his glorious perfon, 
chara¢ters and offices, we cannot be unhappy. And if, 
through the power of temptation, or the prevalence of ins 
dwelling fin, we experience awful declenfions of the power 
of godlinefs in our fouls, there is no way of obtaining a 
revival but by looking again to Chrift. God is determined 
to honour his Son Jefus. No finner can be faved but by 
him. No Chriftian can find reft or peace but inhim. If 
therefore we make ufe of the wifeft means to obtain com- 
munion with God, without looking through them, and 
above them, to Chrift, they will prove at laft only {nares 
and traps, by which we have deceived and ruined our fouls. 
Let us beware of ufing them in a legal {pirit, or making a 
Saviour of them, left, inftead of leading us to God, they 
fhould lead us down to hell. Jefus muft be the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end of all our hopes and 
enjoyments. Means are only fo far ufeful as they may affilt 
us in looking to him. They can never be ufeful to us at 
all, without the fpecial blefling of the Holy Spirit: With 
that bleffing they may do wonders. I fpeak thus, becaufe 
our earthly hearts are prone to flop fhort of Chrift, and to 
expect comfort and reft in almoft any thing. Oo beware 
of harbouring in your bofom, even for a moment, any kind 
or degree of tatisfaction, unlefs it be derived from Chrift, 
and renders his bleffled name more and more precious to 
your foul. If you are enabled to keep this caution in view, 
I truft that what I now write, fhall not be written in 
vain. 

To you, whofe cafe I have attempted to defcribe, I 
would in the firft place fay, Examine and inguire into the 
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causes of your present mournful state, in order that you may 
pray against them. Survey your patt conduct towards God. 
ou have.in former times enjoyed the comforts and plea- 
tures arifing from a fenfe of the divine favour; but perhaps 
you have refted in them as if they were your God, or as if 
you fuppofed that nothing further was to be fought after ; 
and God, to convince you of your folly, has cut down the 
props on which you were leaning. Perhaps your enjoyments 
made you, through the depravity of your nature, proud, 
overbeari ing, and cenforious in your carriage tow soda your 
Chriftian brethren; and God has removed them, in order 
to humble y ou, and that his fear may be before your eyes. 
You have enjoyed affiftance and enlargement in fpiritual 
duties ; but probably you were not thankful for thefe things. 
They became common, and you efteemed them too lightly ; 
and therefore God is now teaching you by painful experience 
to be more fenfible of their value, that you may give him 
the honour due to his name. Or while you were thus indulg- 
ed, perhaps you became too folicitous with God about fome 
worldly good; and he has granted your request, and sent 
leanness into the soul. It is poffible that thefe and other 
things may have combined together to introduee the languor 
of which you complain; but whatever may have robbed you 
of your felicity, it is neceflary that you fhould fearch it out, 
that you may be the better able to feek its removal. This 
examination, howev er, will not be likely to fucceed, unlefs 
at the fame time we inquire alfo of God. Like Job*, we 
mutt say unto God, Show me wherefore thou contendest with 
me. He can bring many things to our recollection, which 
would otherwife efcape us. He can throw light upon every 
circumftance, and eafily difcover the root of bitterneds, 
which has {prung up, and troubled, and defiled us. 
Secondly, However cold and dull you may find yourself in 
secret prayer, yet persevere init. None but thofe who have 
been tried in the ways of God, can form an idea of the 
numerous difficulties which the Chriftian meets with, in 
drawing near to the mercy-feat. Satan is ever at his elbow, 
watching for an opportunity to gain fome advantage over 
him. When we are ina languid ftate, he often whifpers 
in our ears, “It is of no ufe to pray now,—defer it ull you 
are ina better frame.”” Sometimes you find, no doubt, 
fuch fluggifhnefs in your heart, that you can hardly perfuade 
yourfelf to begin: And fometimes you are ready to think 
that God has {hut out your prayer, becaufe he does not ap- 
pear to favour you as in times paft; but be aflured of this, 


* Fob, x. 2 
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that to omit prayer is to leave the plain path of duty, atid 
to forfake your own mercies. If but one fentence in fifty 
comes ina lively manner from the heart; if you can do no- 
thing but complain to God that you know not how to pray ; 
if you can only proftrate yourfelf before him, and wifh to 
pray; or even wifh that. you had a defire to pray; it is bet- 
ter to keep on inthis manner, than not attempt to pray at all. 
If Satan can prevail with you to leave off, there is no 
knowing whither he may lead you; therefore keep on: And 
remember, for your encouragement, what is written in the 
Pfalms, God will regard the prayer ef the destitute, and not 
despise their pr ayer*®. Remember alfo that grace is free, 
and our fuccefs depends on the intercefhon of Chrift. 

Thirdly. Select such portions of God’s word as are adapted 
to your case; and read them over and over, and make them 
the subjects of frequent meditation. Many profeffing people 
make a fort of lottery-book of the Bible; they open it at 
random, and think the firft paflage they caft their eyes on 
to be defigned of God for them. But this ts really tempt- 
ing God. Noman in his fenfes, who is labouring under 
any bodily complaint, will prefume to think that the firft 
medicine he cafts his eyes on ina druggift’s fhop, muft at 
all events be proper for him. And why we fhould prefume 
to approach the Bible in fuch a manner, I know not. Al/ 
the prefcriptions contained in that bleffed volume are in- 
tended for thofe who are willing to make ufe of them; and 
are fuited to their various fituations, and theif different 
degrees of grace. The language of the Holy Spirit is, 
Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely}. I 
take it for granted that you have no referve. You are will- 
ing to take God as your God; and that too upon his own 
plan. You with fin to be fubdued, and to have your heart 
devoted to God. ‘Then freely take whatever you find in the 
Scripture fuited to your cafe, and doubt not that God de- 
figned you fhould do fo. Confider particularly the 42d, 
43d, 51ft, 77th, 85th, 103d, 130th, and 139th Pfalms; alfo 
Ifaiah, chapter the 41ft ; Jeremiah the 31ft ; Micah the 7th ; 
and Hebrewsthe 12th. Thefe are mentioned as {pecimens 
only. The word of God contains a boundlefs ftore, which 
the more it is ufed, the more abundant fatisfa¢tion it will 
yield. 

Fourthly, Have recourse to seme pr udent and experienced 
friend or minister for conversation and prayer. In days of 
old it was the cuftom of thofe who feared the Lord, to {peak 


* Psalm cii. 17. + Rev. xxii. 17. 
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often one to another: And the Lord hearkened, and heard 
it: And a book of remembrance was written before him, for 
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 
Clofe, ferious converfation frequently proves a greater blef- 
fing than many are aware., I know indeed, that in the pre- 
fent day it is difficult to determine where we may freely 
unbofom ourfelves. The converfation of many profeffors 
has fo little of God in it, that, to him who is mourning the 
abfence of Chrift, it appears difgufting. But if you have 
a friend or minilfter at hand, of an affable difpofition, and 
who lives near to God, efteem him as an invaluable trea- 
fure. Conyerfe with him freely, and get him to pray with 
and for you. He may be inftrumental in difcovering to you 
the fecret windings of fin, and the operations of grace, or 
in rekindling in your breaft earneft defires after Jefus, and 
clofer conformity to his blefled image. 


Fifthly, Set apart some extraordinary seasons iirc 
een : 








and prayer. ‘The propriety of this, in times of efs, is, 
with refpect to nations and churches, generally And 
it is equally proper for individuals. Half a day’s bufinefs, 
or half a night’s fleep, is no great facrifice to make for 
this purpofe. Our blefled Lord, under the preffure of 
{piritual concerns, continued all night in prayer to God*, 
it would be well if our dull fouls could imitate him in this. 
But what we do inthis way, ought not to be done at random. 
We fhould beforehand fix upon fome orderly method. 
Prayer fhould be accompanied with the reading of feleét 
portions of the Bible, and other books fuited to the occa- 
fion. Owen on indwelling Sin, or on the 130th Pfalm, 
Polhill’s Precious Faith, or Romaine’s Life of Faith, 
will furnifh you with much that is very fuitable and excel- 
lent. I mention thefe, not to the exclufion of other valuable 
treatifes, but becaufe they are in moft people’s hands. An 
intermixture of reading and prayer, in fuch a manner as 
your prudence may fuggeft, will be likely to render thele 
feafons ufeful and pleafant. | 

Laftly, Though, in the use of these means, you will pro- 
bably meet with your moments of discouragement, and find 
in yourself much to contend with; yet do not cast away your 


confidence, but wait, and hope for, and expeé the divine bles- 


sing. The Lord whom you feek, does not despise the day 
of. small things. » He may fee it fit to try, fora time, your 
aith and patience. But if you torfake him, to whom will 
you go? Where can you obtain that which yeur foul de- 


* Luke, vi. 12. 
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fires? Remember that though Jefus Chrift at firft rebuked 
the woman of Canaan, who cried after him; yet afterwards 
he granted her all fhe afked*. Remember alfo the parable of 
the unjuft judge and the importunate widow fF. Jefus has 
a compaffionate heart. You have no reafon to doubt his 
willingnefs to help you. In fo doing, you difhonour him, 
and diftrefs yourfelf. Therefore wait on the Lord: Be of 
good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: Wait, I 
say, on the Lord. 


IMLAH. 
EE C> a 
ON HEARING THE WORD. 


E live in a day when there are many preachers and 

much preaching: But the fruits which appear in the 
converfion of finners, and the zeal and holinefs of faints, 
bear no proportion to their labour and expenfe. Is there 
not a caufe? And is not that caufe affigned by the Apoftle ? 
See Heb. iv. 2. The word preached did not profit them, not 
being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

As to thofe minifters who prefer the moral philofophy of 
pagans to the glorious Gofpel of the Son of God; or who 
dwell upon the politics of the day rather than the danger of 
finners; it is no wonder if they are not made ufeful. It is 
not to be expected that any very beneficial effects or bleffed 
confequences fhould follow upon their miniftry. It is the 
Gofpel alone which is- made the power of God to men’s 
falvation. But where minifters are fet upon the falvation 
of fouls, labour diligently in the ftudy and in the pulpit, 
preaching in feafon and out of feafon, ’tis matter of wonder 
and grief, that fo few reap lafting benefit from their affidu- 
ous labours. But furely, in fome meafure, it may be 
accounted for, and [ apprehend upon the following grounds: 

1. Many hear the word faithfully-difpenfed, who yet (as 
the Apoftle obferves) do not mix faith with that word; nor 
are at all concerned fo todo. Moft men verge to deiftical 
principles, though they may not be profeffled deifts, 2 
Thef. ii. 11. If a report be ever fo good, a man will 
never receive either pleafure or benefit from it, while he 
does not believe it. 

2dly. Many hear it who never exercife prayer concern- 
ing it. To pray with fervour is to harrow in the feed. 


* Matt. xv. 21, Se t Luke, xviii, 1, Se. 
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Prayer is the breath of a new-born foul. Where no prayer 
is practifed, no benefit is received. Serious reader, if you 
would reap advantage from the word of God, be conftant 
and ardent in this duty, 

3dly. Many hear who do not walk confiftently with the 
word they hear. The Lord makes this fpecial and pointed 
inquiry, ‘* Do not my words Do Goon to him that WALKETH 
UPRIGHTLY?” Mic. 11, 7. Moft affuredly they do, as many 
upright Chriftians can atteft with heart-felt pleafure. 
Reader, has God’s bleffed word ever done you any fubftan- 
tial good? If not, fearch out the cause without delay. Sin 
indulged (of whatever nature that fin may be) will always 
prove an impediment in the way of a profitable attention 
to the word of God, What flow poifon is to the body, that 
fecret fin is to the foul. Oh then, ferious reader, I befeech 
you, as you love your foul, and wifh for falvation, mortify 
fin with infinite diligence, Go not about the arduous tafk 
in your own ftrength. Inbred fin is too ftrong to be fubdued 
by human power. Look to the Holy Spirit, implore the 
gracious aids of that all-fufficient helper, and you fhall per- 
form the work fuccefsfully. 

4thly. Many are zrreverent and carelefs under the word. 
Inftances are too numerous, and many too ridiculous to 
name. I never knew an irreverent hearer to make any 
confiderable progrefs either in knowledge or holinefs. See 
the gamefter at his cards, the artift in defign, and the phy- 
fician with his patient, and learn from them thought and 
attention in hearing the word of God. 

5thly. Some cherifh a latent prejudice either againft the 
minifter or a fellow member of the religious community to 
which they belong. This prejudice always operates againft 
faving benefit by the word when it is heard under fuch cir- 
cumitances; and the higher it rifes the more powerfully it 
operates. Inflances of fuch prejudice, and the fad effects 
thereof, are to be met with in almoft every congregation. 
It is ‘Sa jaundiced medium which difcolours every objett-— 
It blackens the beft intention and mifinterprets the kindeft 
conduét,” The inconfiftencies of fuch perfons are glaring 
to a degree ; their objections are frivolous and wavering ; 
their conduct ungenerous and unmanly ; their converfation 
is always tinctured with diftant reflections upon the object 
of their difpleafure ; their very prayers are full of invectives. 
Such perfons are a pain to the minifter, a grief to the church, 
a difcredit to religion, and a mifery to themfelves. Chrif- 
tian reader, confider the force of thefe remarks, and be 
upon your guard againft taking up a prejudice againit your 
minifter or fellow members in the church. 
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6thly. Many who hear the word either forget or negleét 
it. See Heb. v. 12. Jam.i. 25. To repeat the leading. 
parts of adifcourfe after hearing it, is certainly an excel- 
lent method to retain the word. Confidering the vaft im- 
portance of the things we hear delivered from the pulpit, 
we ought to give the more earneft heed, left, at any time, the 
bleffed word fhould fteal imperceptibly from the memory 
and the heart. Read, hear, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digeft the word of God, and you fhall find it prove light 
to your underflanding, and comfort to your heart in every 
time of need. 

7thly. Many indulge fuch a degree of worldly care as 
proves a confiderable injury to their fouls ; Luke, viii. 14— 
What weeds and thorns prove among the wheat, if fuffered 
to grow, that worldly finful cares prove in regard to the 
good feed of God’s word. Oh! guard againift inordinate 
cares, 

8thly. Many there are who murmur at God’s difpenfations 
when they ought to mourn over their own depravity and fin- 
fulnefs. ‘The tormer is an obftacle,and hinders benefit by the 
word; the latter is a good preparative, and difpofes the foul 
to receive-benefit and comfort from the word. ‘“ Bleffed 
are they that mourn, for they fhall be comforted.” 

If the word of God, faithfully preached, does not profit 
the foul, nothing elfe will. That blefled word is, in the 
hand and under the direétion of the Spirit, the grand in- 
{trument of conviction, comfort, and edification to the 
fouls of men. If the word of God, heard in a uniform 
conftant way, does not profit a man (as, it is to be feared, 
is the cafe with many,) it certainly does him injury. See 2 
Cor. ii. 16. John, xii. 48. 

Christian reader, pothbly you wifh to know, by fome in- 
dubitable marks, when the word preached is really made 
profitable. It is fo when the hearer finds it a seasonable 
word—a word suited to his cafe and circumftances—when 
he finds it a searching word, trying him both by the law and 
by the Gofpel; revealing the fecrets of his heart, and the 
truth of his flate; ** Thou art the man”—when he finds it 
an humbling word, laying him very low in his own eyes, 
as the chief of finners and the leaft of all faints—a quicken- 
ing word, ftirring him up, upon all occafions, to act for 
God with vigour and intenfe application ; “* Thy word hath 
guickened me”—a_ sanélifying word, purifying his heart, 
and regulating his life according to the will of God. When 
the word of God is profitable to a man, It operates upon 
his heart as fire operates upon metals, feparating the drofs, 








; 
' 
- 
i | 
, 
. 
_§ 


rE pee ree me 


ee 








( 242 ) 


and putifying the intrinfic ore. Js not my word as fire? 


saith the Lord. 

Once more, if the word is profitable to a man, it proves 
a comforting word; it breathes a reviving gale upon the 
fainting mind; it applies the balm of confolation to the 
troubled breaft ; it fooths, at once, the forrows of the heart, 
and enables a tried and afflicted believer always to triumph 
in Jefus Chrift. As our affliétions abound so our consolations 
abound also. 

That the word of God, faithfully preached, may do you 
eflential good, I befeech you regard the following direc-~ 
tions: 

1. Attend it diligently. Let not any and every little mat- 
ter prove anhindrance. Suffernot your place, at the houfe 
of God, to be empty, te the grief of your minifter and 
fellow-members, except when fome call in providence will 
fully juftify your abfence. Guard againft luxury and 
iloth. . 

2. Believe it stedfastly. Stedfaftly, but not zmplicity 
without thought and examination. Endeavour to mix ap- 
propriating faith with the precious word of divine truth. 

3. Pray over it earnestly. Only God can make the word 
ufeful to falvation. The more prayer is practifed, the more 
benefit will be obtained by the word. 

4. Apply it faithfully. Not to ot/ters, but to yourself. 
Never put the word from you, but labour to improve it, 
by making the beft and molt profitable ufe of it. Reader, 
I am tenderly concerned for thy good,—for thy foul’s prof- 
perity and welfare: Attend to thefe friendly hints I be- 
feech you. And may the word of grace, in hearing and 
reading it prove the power of God to your everlafting 
falyation. e ae ve: & 


—Ee ae 
A REMARKABLE DREAM. 


Brak de five years ago, which was three years before the 
LX Gofpel was firft preached in Bakewell, a certain woman 
had the following dream, which in the event appears remark- 
able. She thought fhe was walking up the hill above the 
town, near to the barn that is now our Meeting-houfe, when 
ona fudden, the clouds gathered darknefs, and a dreadful 
ftorm of thunder and lightning came on. She locked back 
on the town, and the tempeft feemed {till more horrible, for 
the blacknefs of darknefs feemed to overfpread it. ‘Terrif- 
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ed ‘with this dreadful fcene, fhe thought fhe met an acquaint- 
ance with a {mall quantity of flax under his arm, fpinning as 
he paffed a long, to whom fhe faid, calling him by his name, 
‘< Surely the day of judgment is come; fee what darknefs 
hangs over the town.” He feemed but little concerned, and 
only faid, ‘*My thread is almoft fpun.”—The man was then 
in health, but died in a fhort time after. She went on till 
fhe came oppofite the door of the barn, and thought a ftrange 
man came out of it, and perceiving her concern, offered her 
the New Teftament, faying, ** Take, read, and pray over 
this, and it will teach you the way of falvation.” Immedi- 
ately fhe thought the clouds difperfed and the darknefs dif- 
appeared, and all was calnvagain-—This dream made no 
impreflion, except upon her memory; and for fome time’ 
after the place was firft opened for worfhip there, fhe feemed 
determined never to attend, but, on the contrary, perfecuted 
thofe who did; till on a certain day fhe was entreated to go 
once, merely out of curiofity. Soon after fhe was feated, 
the minifter rofe up in the pulpit, and proved to be the perfon 
fhe had dreamed of; the remembrance of which, together 
with the fubject treated upon, touched her to the very heart, 
and drew floods of tears from hereyes. From this time the 
{pirit of God feemed to work powerfully upon her foul; a 
renovating change took place in all her powers, and having 
gone through much perfecution, fhe ftill appears a ftriking 
monument of faving mercy. Such is the power of Almighty 


“grace! 
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THE DIGNITY OF NATURE IN THE ARTICLE OF 
DEATH. 


E has been frequently obferved, that however men may 
cry up the dignity of human natyre, and diipute againit 
the doctrine of fovereign grace, in the hour of health and prof- 
perity, fuch principles wil/ not do to die with. The tollowing 
examples, amongft many others that might be alledged, afford 
a proof of the juitnefs of this obfervation. 

A few years ago there lived in the county of Effex, one 
Dr. P » a phyfician, who imbibed the Socinian fy{tem. 
His chief concern in matters of religion appeared to be to 
degrade the charatter and dignity of Chrift. Such was his 


contempt of him, that he feldom fpake of him in converfae 





‘tion under any other name than that of the Carpenter’s Son. 


At length he was feized with an affliction which terminated in 
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his death.—A while before his departure, the fervant who 
attended him, on entering his room, found him in great 
agitation. On inquiring the caufe, he anfwered, “I am a 
dying man, and that which moft of all effects me, is, that 
I muft be judged by the Carpenter’s son!” An Independent 
minifter of known veracity, and who is now living, lately 
informed me of the above. He lived, he faid, in the 
county of Effex foon after the event. He mentioned the 
name of the party, and alfo of a refpe€table gentleman in 
the neighbourhood, from whom he received his informa- 
tion, who ufed to employ the faid phyfician in his family. 

The following recent example equally confirms the truth 
of our obfervation, though unaccompanied with circum- 
ftances of fo much horror.—A young ftudent, who for 
fome time paft had been confidered as verging towards he- 
terodox principles, in the courfe of the laft year came up 
to London. While he refided there, his friends being 
ufed to hear Calviniftic preaching, would perfuade him to 
attend with them. He could feldom be prevailed upon to 
comply, and would often be talking of the dignity of human 
nature, ond of the preference which he gave to,that kind of 
preaching that favoured fuch ideas.—W ithin a few months 
patt he was feized with an affliction which carried him off. 
As he drew near his end, he was afked what he thought of 
the dignity of human nature now? He anfwered, with ap- 
parent dejection of mind, I am a poor miserable sinner, or 
words to this effecl, and foon after expired. 

GAIUS. 


——aap GP a——— 
THE DEIST CONFOUNDED. 


DEIST, on a vifit to his friends, among other topics of 

converfation, was pleafed to enlarge contiderably on the 
fufficiency of reafon, feparate from divine affiftance, to guide 
us to happinefs. ‘lo whom the relative prefent, who was a 
farmer, made the following reply: ‘‘ Coufin, when you were 
about fourte-1 years of age you were bound apprentice to 
a , and having ferved the appointed time, you foon 
became a mafter, and have now continued in bufinefs about 
twelve years. I wifh to know whether you could not pro- 
fecute your trade at this time to. greater advantage than when 
you firlt embarked in it?” The tradefman admi‘ted that his 
experience in bufinefs was of confiderable value to him; but 
aiked, ‘“ What relation that had to the prefent topic of 
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difcourfe? The farmer anfwered, ‘* You were come to the 
perfect ufe of your reafon, and had been for a long timé 
taught how to manage your trade; and if, therefore, your 
reafon without experience, was infufficient to preferve you 
from many errors, in fo plain and eafy a bufinefs as yours, 

how can you imagine that it fhould be fufficient, without any 
divine afliftance, to guide you to heaven ?”—The Deift was 
non-pluffed. 


“ How, forcible are right words *!” 


eu £9 oe 


CAUTIONS TO THE YOUNG NOF TO PRESUME ON 
LONG LIFE. ra 


Dear young friends; 


ERMIT me to take you afide for a monient fronti the 
cares and the pleafures of life, that you may feafonably 
refle& on the folemn feafons of ficknefs and death. Itisa 
fubject that will not naturally court and obtain your atten- 
tion, though all nature affures you that there is nothing {table 
on earth, that every thing which is mortal muft fade and 
die. Till God enlightens, tll God inftructs, till God re- 
news your minds, you will feel an inclination to caft from 
you thoughts which feem to fadden the heart and threaten 
to kill your joys. 

It is a at the more neceffary that fome friendly hand 
thould frequently lead you from the giddy circle of vain 
mirth, and kindly conduét you to the chamber of reflection, 
that you may there ‘ commune with your own heart, and 
be ftill:”? That you may there confider the defign of life, 
the value of an immortal foul, the great evil of fin, the vaft 
uncertainty of the time allotted to you on earth, the immenfe 
danger of being furprifed before you are prepared, and the 
neceffity you have of being thoughtful and careful, that you 
may not perifh at the laft. There, there contider the love of 
Chrift, reflect on his fufferings for man; and afk yourleives 
what returns you have made. There pray to God for a live« 
ly faith in Jefus, for repentance unto eternal life, and for a 
will and ability to walk before God in holinefs and righte- 
oulfnefs all your future days. Watch againft ali evil 
thoughts, all evil words, all evil actions, and all evil com- 
 omgee’ 

Perhaps you think it is time enough yet. But remember, 
you are mortal ; that which is mortal muft die ; that which 
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* Fob. vi. 24. 
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must die may die scon. You now feel yourfelves healthy. 
You are ftrong; you are blooming; you are flufhed with 
life and high in fpirits. But by to morrow’s dawn, you may 
be in the cold embrace of death. For ‘all fleth is grafs ; 
and all the glory of man is as the flower of the field: ‘The 
grafs foon withereth, and the flower thereof quickly falleth 
away.” May God help you, therefore, to prepare for joys 
that are unfading and eternal. May the Holy Ghoft dwell 
in your hearts by holy love, and impart to you pleafures 
which the world cannot give, which death itfelf cannot de- 
ftroy, and which heaven will mature and perfect. 

I have been led into thefe refleétions by the unexpected 
death of Mifs C. who lately, from a ftate of health and viva- 
city, dropped into her grave before fhe had completed her 


20th year. She came forth like a flower, and is cut down. 
T. 


—> ¢> aaa 


PRACTICAL DIVINITY. 


RULES TO BE OBSERVED BY THOSE WHO WOULD 
REDEEM THE TIME. 


Dost thou love life? Then do not squander time; for that ts 
the stuff life is made of- 








4 i ‘HE redemption of time forms no inconfiderable part of 
that accuracy, or circumfpection of conduct, which is 


at once the ornament and recommendation of the Chriftian 
character. It is therefore prefumed that any attempt to give 
affiftance in the performance of fuch a duty will be favour- 
ably received. But before I lay down any rules for this 
purpofe, it is neceffary to remind the reader, that we cannot 
hope for fuccefs in urging, or in attempting to practife this 
or any other branch of duty, unlefs our hearts be right in the 
fight of God. Ifany one therefore is defirous of receiving 
real advantage from the perufal of this paper, he mutt firft of 
all, if it has not been already done, be brought as a finner to 
the mercy-feat of Chrift, to feek for pardon and ftrength. As 
without him, we can do nothing,* it is needful for us that he 
fhould, by his Holy Spirit, work inus that which is well 
pleasing in his sight. If we are real partakers of divine 
grace, we fhall attend with delight evento thofe things, 
which by others would be judged extremely difficult, if not 


impracyeable. 


* Fohn xv. 5. 
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To redeem the time is aduty incumbent on all, and efpe- 
cially on fuch as make any profeffion of godlinefs. : . It re. 
quires both exertion and facrifice. Captives are redeemed, 
either by the power of the fword, or by the payment of a 
price for their ranfom. In the duty which now claims our 
attention, both thefe muft be united. We muft, through 
the afliftance of divine grace wage perpetual war with thofe 
enemies, by which our time is held in bondage ; and be dif- 
poled to facrifice many things for its redemption. 

One of the firft rules to be attended to by thofe who would 
make the moft of time, is to begin it with God. This rule is 
applicable, either to the whole term of life, or to any particu- 
Jar portion of it. How long we live, is comparatively of 
little moment ; but to what purpole, 1s important indeed. 
Some young Chriftians have, in the fpace of a fhort life, 
done more for God than many an aged profeffor of religion. 
‘Lhe way to imitate them is to devote our early days to the 
jervice of Chrift ; and to feek his continual aid and protecti- 
on. Some particular portions of life are probably devoted 
to fome fpecial undertaking, as ftudy, or bufinefs. It would 
be well it at, or even before our entrance upon thefe pur- 
fuits, we were to lay the affair before God, confefling our 
unfkilfulnefs, and imploring his direction and blefing. In- 
deed, we thould carry this into practice every day, I will 
venture to appeal to the experience of all good men for ade- 
cifion on this point. Whether, generally fpeaking, thofe 
days are not the moft happy, and, in one way or other, the 
mott profperous, which have been ufhered in by fecret pray- 
er and praife. 

A fecond rule to be obferved here is, toad? always according 
to some regular plan. This fhould be attended to with refpect 
io both our earthly and our heaverly concerns. He who 
runs at random, or leaves his conductentirely to the chance 
of the roment, willfometimes fcarcely know whether he is 
in the beginning or the middle, or at the end of his bufinefs. 
Some people feem always bufy, always in a hurry ; and yet 
they never do much, for want of a proper arrangement of 
their bufinefs.. A wife man will form fome extenfive plans, 
which wiil xb iy a large {pace of life, and others again in 
fubordination to thefe, and at the fame time will look to God, 
as much as if he aéted without any forethought at all. Sup- 
pole any particular objec to require feven years’ attention ; 
is it not poflible to arrange, at leaft in fome degree, the bu- 
finefs of each year, of each month, of each week, and ofeach 
day in that period ? I do not fay that thefe fubordinate plans 
can all be formed at once ; but they ought to be formed time 
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enough to prevent confufion or delay. He who thus atts 
will do much more, and with much greater eafe, in any 
given time, than any other perfon om earth. 

I lay it down asa third rule, that we fhould guard against 
the criminal love of pleasure. However we may be indilpofed 
to credit it ; yet the remark which St. Paul makes is really 
true, She that liveth in pleasure ts dead while she liveth*. In 
the truth of this faying all perfons are deeply interefted. 
The amufements of the world are, in general, murderers of 
time, and enfnaring and deftructiveto ‘the foul. To fuchas 
wifh.to be eminently devoted to God, I would fay of them, 
Louch not, taste not, handle not. I take it for granted that a 
real Chriftian cannot be a gamelter. But any recreation 
whatever, though in itlelf innocent, may, in certain circum- 
ftances, prove an occafion of guilt. Fondnefs for any of 
them is apt to increafe, unlefs it be ftridly guarded againft, 
and to rob us of many an hour that ought to be devoted to 
nobler ends. 

A fourth rule worthy of notice is, to watch and pray 
against indelence. An indolent habit will often effectually 
prevent a man from entering even upon his worldly bufinefs 
with fpirit. Such a charaéter will linger, and hefitate, and 
look about him, till he fcarcely has time enough to do what 
neceflity requiresofhim. He has no leifure, and very often 
no difpofition, todo any thing elfe that might be ufeful. 
How frequently has mere idlenefs kept many a profeflor 
away from religious duties ! Were they induftrious in their 
callings, they might hear many a fermon, and enjoy many an 
opportunity of doing fomething for God, of which their in- 
dolence deprives them. When tempted to fuch a fhameful 
proftitution of our time, we fhould call to mind the apoftle’s 
advice, Be not slothful in business ; s fer vent an spirit ; serving 
the Lord. 

Another rule to be obferved is, not ta indulge ourselves in 
excessive sleep. Solomon fays, love not sleep, lest thou come 
to poverty ; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with 
bread.{ He who loves fleep, otherwife than as a neceflary 
refrefhment, if he be not poor in a temporal fenfe, yet is 
poor indeed in the fight of God, He willfeldom have op- 
portunity for morning prayer or meditation. Colonel 
Gardiner’s condud in this refpedt, ought to put all drowfy 
profeffors to the blufh. It was his invariable practice to 
ipend the two firft tours of every .day in fecret devotion, 
His ufual cuftom was torife at fix; but if a journey ora 


* ) Jim. v. 6. + Rom, xii. J}. t Prov. xx. 19. 
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march-required his attendance at four o’clock, he would 
rife attwo.* Andthat he might rife early, he would retire 
to reft at anearly hour. It is true, fome, inftead of early 
rifing, have adopted the cuftom of fitting up late ; but this 1s 
inverting the order of nature, and is, generally {peaking, in- 
jurious to the human frame, and therefore not to be recom- 
mended. | 

Sixthly, If we form a juft eftimate of the value of time, 
we {hall alfo be careful to rescue it from luxury and intemper- 
ance. It would be well, forthe female part of the Chrittian 
world efpecially, were they ferioufly to confider how many 
precious hours of life more than neceflity requires, are de- 
voted to the toilette and the glafs, and, confequently, loft to 
every good purpote. But I will not enlarge on this topic ; 
left (which I by no means wifh) I fhould feem to indulge a 
degree of ill-nature towards that fex, to which my own 1s fo 
much indebted. Iwill only remind them of St. Paul’s advice: 
Let women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefa- 
cedness and sobriety, not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, 
or costly array; but, which becometh women professing gods 
liness, with good works ¢. We fhould all do well to recollec& 
how large a portion of time is too generally facrificed to the 
ceremonies of the table. I will not {peak of thofe public oc- 
cafions, on which many leap over the bounds of temperance 
and decency, without fhame or remorfe. In the ordinary 
courfe of life, how many perfons, inftead of partaking of the 
bounties of Providence with moderation and gratitude, will 
employ whole hours in eating and drinking, as if this were 
the chief end of their exiftence? If you will find time to be 
ufeful and happy, adopt it as a general maxim not to fit too 
long at table. 

‘Lhernext rule needful to be obferved is, to guard against 
the encroachment of trifles. Thofe who are accultomed to con- 
lider attentively how life paffes on, often find that when bufi- 
nefs of importance is before them, fome trifle will imperti- 
nently force itfelf upon their attention, and if they be not re- 
folutely on their guard, will fteal away much of their time 
before they are aware. Sometimes, the thief which robs us 
of our precious moments is butinefs, comparatively unimport~ 
ant, fuch as ought to give place to what is of more immedi- 
ate confequence. Sometimes, the fight of a picture, a book, 
a newfpaper lying on the table, or of fome paffing objeét, or 
perhaps the found ‘of mufic, will fo engage and fix the atten- 
tion as not to leave fufficient time for the due performance of 
needful bufinefs. Not unfrequently the cafual influence of 


* Doddridge’s Life of Gardiner, Sect. 50. jt 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. 
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trivial objects is fuch, as even to caufe the entire omiffion of 
many of the more important duties of life; it ought there- 
fore to be ftrongly refitted. 

Eighthly. Let us adopt it as a neceflary maxim, that time 
thould be redeemed from unprofitable conversation. Were 
we to look back, and review the hours which, in one year 
only, we have fpent i in converfation, perhaps, we fhould con- 
fider moft of them as blots in our exiftence. Many people 
have'a beguiling way of faying nothing, or, what is worfe, 
nothing to any good purpofe. Our aim in company fhould 
always be to communicate ortu receive fome good. ‘This may 
be done without afluming the character of a fullen and rigid 
moralift: he ufeful and agreeable thould, if poffible, be al- 
ways intermixed ; but at any rate what is ufeful thould not 
be neglected. Remember whatthe fcripture fays: Let your 
speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt®*. A good 
man, out of the good treasure of the heart, bringeth forth good 
things ; and an evilman, out of the evi/ treasure bringeth forth 
evil thingst. When converlation takes a proper turn, the 
time {pent in it is not loit, but improved. 

Another rule to be adopted is this: IVAhen you are walking, 
or riding, or engaged in such business as does not require a close 
application of the mind, watch over your thoughts ; and learn 
to recal them from improper oojeéts. ‘The mind of man pof- 
feffes fuch extenfive powers, that it can, in many cafes, fix 
itfelf on different objects, at one and the fame time. And, 
through the depravity of our nature, that portion of thought 
which is notimmediately requifite to the bufinefs before us, 
frequently wanders after fomething that is unprofitable or in- 
jurious. Now when thefe excurfions of thought are directed 
to what is ufeful, there is fo much time faved, For this pur- 
pofe itis of great fervice to furnifh the memory with abun- 
dance of fuch things as may be proper fubjeéts of reflection. 
A ftore of thefe may be gathered from almoft every thing 
around us, and converted to the purpofes of real improve- 
ment. Happy is he who has always at hand fome ufeful 
employment for his thoughts. 

Inthe tenth place, I would advife my readers to gather up 
the {mall fragments of time. By thefe I mean thofe minutes 
which we {pend in waiting for a meal, or the company of a 
friend, or the time of entering upon any particular bufinefs. 
Much may depend upon the improvement of thefe feafons. 
A profitable fubje€t of refleétion,a fmall Bible, or other 
pocket volume, may render them truly valuable. « 


* Col. iy, 6. + Mat. xti. 33. 
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Laftly, if you would redeem the time never defer that toa 
future season, which ought to be done now. One to-day is 
worth two to-morrow, as poor Richard fays. Perhaps to- 
morrow may never come, or if it does, it may bring fuch 
cares and employments with it, as may prevent you from 
doing what you intend. ‘Therefore improve the prefent 
hour, left vou fhould not have another to improve. And al- 
ways bear in mind the advice the Apoftle James gives: G2 
to now, ye that say, to-day, or to-morrow, we wyil go into 
such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and 
get gain; whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow ; 
for what is your life? Itis even a oapour that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away * 

Be always diligent, and be frugal of time. God is frugal 
of it. He gives us but a moment at atime ; and always 
takes away one moment when he gives us another. And, if 
any further motive be neceflary to roufe you to diligence i in 
redeeming the time, remember that time is the point on 
which eternity is fufpended. The time we {pend on earth 
will mark our charaéter, and fix our everlafting deftiny. 
May every fleeting moment communicate to us a further 
knowledge of Jefus Chrift, and a growing activity in his fer- 
vice; that, when time fhall be no more, we may fpend an 


eternity in adoration and praife. , 
IMLAH. 


a 5): 
THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL. 
1 Tim. i. 11. 


T mutt be fo, for it is “the Gofpel of the blefied God.” 
All his works are glorious. ‘The minutett operation of 
his hands exceeds all the pomp and brilliancy of courts. 
Even the lily furpaffes the glory of Solomon. But the Gof- 
pel difplays Repremprion, the mafter-piece of the great 
works of God. Behold, in this‘glafs, the divine perfections 
meeting in a focos. Here wispom fhines with its brighte ft 
beams, making all that bearsthe name among men appear 
like folly. Here HoLinEss rears her majeftic head, forcing 
fin itfelf to blufh. Here justice brandifhes her glittering 
fword, then fmiles and returns it to the feabbard. Here 
LOveE, unbeunded love, pours forth her everlalting ftores, 
Cegrading all other love to the fhadow of a fhade. Here 


* Fames, ite 13, 14 
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too; the power of God exerts itfelf in ways aftonifhing and 
without a parallel. —~ , 

But that which renders the Gofpel most glorious to me, a 
finner, is, that it exhibits, and confers upon me, a righteouf- 
nefs that makes me Juft. I look at the Saviour, through his 
whole life obeying and magnifying the holy law in my 
ftead. -I behold him hanging on the curfed tree, bearing 
the intolerable load of my iins. In his righteoufnefs, I am 
righteous, God accepts me in his Son. He leves me as his 
son, who then fhall condemn me? For Chrift has died, and 


“my God jultifieth. 


The grand effects produced by this Gofpel renders it truly 
glorious. Itis more than the scheme of God ; it is his pow- 
er. It is eafy to fee what that fyftem of religion is which 
bears divine credentials. Where the glorious Gofpel is truly 
preached, dead fouls are quickened: ‘They hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and live. This is the inftrument by which 
God has opened millions of blindeyes. Tis this has foft- 
ened hearts of adamant. ‘This excites the fpirit of true de- 
votion, and renders religion a privilege, not ataik, ‘This 
only produces love to a fotgiving God, and to forgiven 
brethren. This effectually reforms the life, by firft purify- 
ing the heart. ‘This fupports the mourner in Zion, and ad- 
minifters a cordial to the fuffering faint. This has trans- 
formed a prifon into a palace, a ftake into a triumphal car, 
and a death-bed into the portal of hcaven. is not this a glo- 


rious Goflpel? 
BARNABAS. 
a > aE —- 


BE NOT RIGHTEOUS OVER MUCH. 
Eccles. vii. 7. 

ANY urge this text of Scripture, in order to difeoun- 

tenance that ferious and habitual religion, which it is 
the grand aim of revelation to promote and eftablith. Ac- 
cording to thefe men, the glory of God, folicitude for the 
foul, impartial refpect to the divine commands, &c. are 
only objects of fecondary concern. - Let a Chriftian reto- 
lutely adhere to his Bible, and fear to violate his confcience, 
and’ he muft, according to their fentence, {peedily incur the 
unpardonable guilt of being righteous over much. But can 
we ferioufly imagine, that fome may be fo f{crupuloufly at- 
tentive to their duty towards God, or man, as to exceed 
the requifitions of the law? or do more than is contained 
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in that abridgment of its holy precepts, “ Thou sha’t lové 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, Se. and thy neizhbour 
as thyself?” Alas, from the danger fuggefted, the beft of 
men feel themfelves but too remote. 
O.Chriftian ! ftill walk circumfpeétly and humbly with 
thy God: Nor fear the revilings of fuch whofe hearts aré 
enmity againft God and his ways: But let the rigorous and 
unyielding obterver of another’s fault; let the fuperftitious 
devotee to traditional diftinctions and obfervances; let the 
oftentatious, who delight to parade throagh the external 
forms of piety; and, above all, let the pharifee, who trutts 
in himfelf that he is righteous, refuting to fubmit. to the 
rightéoufnefs of God, revealed in the Gofpel for the jufti- 
fication of finners—let these liften to the friendly caution; 
‘* Be not righteous over-much.” Let thefe renounce tlie error 
of their way: and haften for fhelter, falvation, and holi- 
nefs, to the righteoufnefs, atonement and grace of Jehovah 


Jefus. FIGULARIS: 
eins GD ee — 
An awful instance of wilful Apostacy: 
MONGST the variety of fubjeéts which engage the 


ftudy of minifters, and which are edifying to private 
Chriftians, are thofe which relate to the privileges of the 
godly. ‘They are unfearchable in their nature, inexhautti- 
ble in their extent, and ufeful in their application. It is 
a pleafing theme, on which believers cxercife their thoughts 
and meditations with increafing delight and fatisfa€tion; 
but how awful the ftate of thofe who, though fpeculatively 
acquainted with the nature of fpiritual enjoyments, are 
itrangers to the experience and power of them upon their 
hearts, becaufe of their depravity and unbelief! Many per- 
fons have a common perfuafion on their minds, formed 
from a knowledge of their own charatter, that they are ex- 
cluded from having any fhare in fuch bleffmgs: but how 
fhall we give credit to a narrative which is detigned to in- 
duce a belief of extraordinary agency in producing this 
awful perfuafion? In proof of it receive this teftimony: 

“* As Dr. Doddridge was once difcourfing on the dignity 
of the Chriftian’s calling, and his glorious hopes and prof- 
pects, he had accidentally a man for his hearer, who after 
worthip went into the vettry, and addreffed him in the fol- 
lowing terms: ‘You have made an excellent and encourag- 
— (Dr. D.), on the privileges of the people“of 
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Ged; but thefe privileges do not belong to me, nor ihall I 
ever have the leaft intereft in them.’—‘What reafon have 
you for faying fo?’ replied the Doétor; ‘Jefus Chrift is able 
to fave unto the uttermolt.’—‘I will tell you, Sir, my circum- 
ftances, and then you will not be furprifed at my fpeaking 
fo decifively on the fubjeét. I once made a credible pro- 
feffion of religion, which was fupported with great decorum 
and regularity for feveral years. I was very {trict and 
conf{cientious in the difcharge of thofe various external 
duties which are connected with the Chriftian fyftem. 
None could charge me with immorality.of conduct cr the 
neglect of pofitive commands. But in courfe of time my 
zeal departed from me, and I became carelefs and remi{s 
in my walk and converfation. I felt no fatisfaction of 
mind arifing from the performance of devotional exercifes, 
and gradually declined my cuflomary obfervance of them. 
Inftead of praying in fecret twice or thrice in a day, I only 
prayed once, the fame with refpeét to family religion; and 
at laft thefe facred engagements were entirely omitted, 
which foon difcovered itfelf by my outward conduét, which 
received an impreffion of my diflipation. Ungodly com- 
pany and the gratifications of fenfe were then the only 
fources of enjoyment in which I could indulge free from 
thofe ftrong convictions of guilt and dreadful apprehenfions 
of future punifhment, which retirement and calm reflection 
impofe on the mind. Soon after this change took place, I 
was left guardian to a young lady, whofe fortune was com- | 
mitted to my care till ihe came of age; but I expended the 
money, and debauched the girl. Still I was fenfible how 
far preferable a virtuous and good life was to vice and pro- 
fanenefs, and I was careful to inftruct my children in the 
principles of religion; and on the Sabbath-day would give 
them portions of Scripture to commit to memory. hen 
I returned one evening from the finful amufements of the 
day, I afked them, as ufual, if they could repeat their lef- 
fons: ‘ Yes,’ fays the youngeft child, ‘and I have a leffon 
for you too papa.’—‘ Well, what is that, my dear!’ She 


“opened the Bible, and read to me that awful paflage in 


Ezekiel, xxiv.13. ‘In thy filthinefs is lewdnefs; becaufe 
Ihave purged thee, and thou waft not purged, thou fhalt 
not be purged from thy filthinefs any more, till I have 
caufed my tury to reft ypon thee.” This I received as the 


feal of my irrevocable doom, and I now know there remain- © 


eth no more facrifice for fins ; but a certain fearful looking- 


. forof judgment and fiery indignation which fhall devour 


the adverfaries.”’ 
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Reflections. 


We may percicve from this affecting anecdote how much 
a man may do in religion, and yet at length come fhort of 
the kingdom ot heaverf; itis not prayer; it is not hearing 
fermons; it is not a form of godlinefs, however confiftent 
it may be with the written word, or how exact feever men 
may be in their fupport of it, that will intereft them in the 
divine favour. All this may fubfift without that imternal 
change of heart and univerfal holinefs of life, which confifts 
in and eftablifhes a conformity to the image of God. Many 
run well fora time, who afterwards fall to rife no more: 
Then guard well thine heart.—Stifle the firft inclinations 
to apoftacy, which begin with the neglect of prayer—Be 
diligent in bufinefs, fervent in {pirit, ferving the Lord; 
and cultivate a temper and habit which fhall form a pleafing 
counterpart to the character of thy Saviour—Attend to 
what God the Lord fhall fay unto you, and let it be the 
language of your heart; Speak, Lord, for thy fervant heareth: 
Otherwife, if you refufe and rebel, the Holy Spirit will not 
only withhold his common influences, but abfolutely fight 
againft you, and become your enemy. 
MIZAR. 


—eEEE ae 


GROUNDLESS ENVY. 


ey. tiae-t tebe gifts are for the common benefit of Chrif- 
tians. It is as unreafonable for a believer to envy, or 
grieve at the gifts or graces which a brother poffeffes for 
his good, as it would be for a working fmith with a weak 
arm to fall out with his fhopmate who ftrikes the iron for 


him. 
—_—— 2 aa——— 


RETURN OF PRAYER. 


T is the peculiar glory of the Gofpel, to blend privilege 

and ‘duty together, fo that obedience is rendered as 
much the fruit of choice, as of obligation. This is true 
of every part of Chriftian practice ; and efpecially of prayer, 
whiclr one defines to be, “ putting the promises of God into 
suit.” For this purpofe, a throne of grace is erected, 
and liberty of accefs is granted, to thofe on whom the 
{pirit of sti and fupplication is poured. To afford ens 
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couragement, God is ftyled the hearer of prayer*, and has 
promifed all needful afliltance in this exercife, fo that the 
prayer of faith and fervour fhall availt. Since this is the 
cafe, much more is required of thofe who draw near to 
God, than merely making known their requefts to him. 
Wher blefiings are fought for in prayer, they fhould be 
waited for in faith. Like the oftricht, who depofits her 
eggs in the fand, and then leaves them without any further 
attention, .are many who profefs to maintain intercourfe 
with God in prayer; they pour out their hearts to him, and 
exprefs, defires of various bleflings, and frequently complain 
that God has fhut out their prayer, when they never watched 
to see|| what peculiar bleflings God beftowed upon them; 
nor.confidered, whether their enjoyments in the leaft cor- 
refponded with their requefts. It is certainly the duty of 
thofe who pray in {pirit, to ExPecT, and OBSERVE, returns 
of prayer. 

itas the duty of thofe who pray in fpirit, to expecr re- 
turns-of prayer. Here it may be neceflary to obferve, that 
though this is the cafe in regard to fuch an aét of obedience, 
God exercifes a fpecial fovereignty, both as to the feafon 
and nature of the anfwers he beftows. We may fometimes 
pray fora particular blefling, which God fees fit not to 
grant; and, though many are difcouraged on this account, 
it is certainly from want of confideration. For, if God 
denies the fuit of the foul in one refpeét, he may grant fome 
unfought good, which though not fimilar to what was defired, 
may be more valuable and advantageous: “If one fhould 
alk for filver, and the fame weight be given him of gold, 
he has no reafon to complain.” This is frequently the cafe 
in regard to prayer, where there is often a tran{mutation, 
but mever a failure. This would be more difcerned, if 
faith was more exercifed after prayer. For want of which, 
it is no wonder that many remaim ignorant of their fuccefs 
in this refpect. 

Let it be remembered, that prayer is not done, when we 
retire from the more immediate prefence of God ; it is not 
completed, till it is accomplifhed: For, as one obferves, 
** When we have put up a faithful prayer, God is made our 
debter by promife, and we are to take notice of his pay- 
ment, and give him an acknowledgment of the receipt of 
it;” which certainly cannot be done, unlefs there be-an ex- 


* Psalm txv. 2. t James, v 16. t Vide Calmet’s 
Digtionary of the Bible, art. Ostrich, Fob, xxix. 13, 14. 
| Hatatkuk, ti. t. 
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pectation c of a gracious anfwer. Without this, there can 
be no motive to difcharge the duty, but a fenfe of obligation. 
Nor can there be any reafon for enlargement of heart in it, 

or confidence in God. Faith can have no employ, where 
the foul has no hope. In fuch a cafe, prayer becomes 
merely an act of homage to God, confidering him as the 
Governor of the univerfe ; whereas otherwife, it is the ex- 
preffion of filial love, and dependance: Nor can we, con- 
fiftently with our profeffion of fincerity, afk bleflings from 
God, when we have no expectation that he will communi- 
cate them. ‘Truly was it faid, that, “ most take prayer as a 
PRESCRIPTION Only, but not as ameans,” which ought to be 
the cafe, as our expectation never exceeds our intention in 
any bufinets. 

But while it is our duty to expec, it is equally fo to on- 
SERVE returns of prayer. ‘To confirm this, we have the 
teflimony of acloud of witnefles, Simeon had waited for 
the confolation of Ifrael: If fo, he had earneftly prayed for 
a fight of the Meffiah. This was granted him, and when 
enjoyed, he fays, Now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have sEEN thy salvation. Similar to 
this, is the conduct of all who are taught of God—of all 
who are taught to pray. Without fuch an obfervation of 
anfwers given to prayer, it is little better than a folemn 
profanation of a divine ordinance, which is inflituted by 
God to be a means of obtaining what we defire. Nor can 
fuch perfons be acquitted of the charge of taking the name 
of God in vain; as it is in fact fuppofing both his unwilling- 
nefs, and inability , to regard our fupplications. ‘It is to let 
God fpeak in vain to us; for prayers, when anfwered, are 
like dialogues; fo that there muft be a mutual regard in the 
parties concerned. Such condué& might very juftly provoke 
God in future not to anfwer at all: As one great defign 
which God has in regarding us, is to excite to praife, which, 
by fuch negleét, will be prevented. Prayer and -praife 
ought to be intimately conneéted; they fhould be like the 
double motion of the lungs: The air thet is taken in by 
prayer, fhould be breathed out again in praife. Experience 
may be greatly enriched by fuch an obfervation of the di- 
vine conduct, fo that the foul may be brought to fay} with 
one ih the fame circumftances, J have tried God often, 
henceforth I will trust him. Surely fuch a frame of mind 
muft be defirable, as the attainment of thofe who are the 
fincere followers of the Lamb. 

Avoid flothfulnefs in prayer. Dui frigide rogat, docet ne- 
gare. God delights not in a formal, but a fervent {pirit. 
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‘¢ Oh let me feel the fire of zeal, 
In drawing near to thee.” 


Thofe prayers that awaken God, muftawakenus. Beware, 
profeflor, of neglecting this duty, of remiffinefs in it, or of in- 
attention fubfequent to it. God is omnifcient, to difcover 
the thoughts of the heart; and omnipotent, both to relieve 
the wants of the foul, and to avenge the injuries of his infult- 
ed majetty. CIO. 


P. S. An anecdote relative to Dr. Goodwin, and which il- 
luftrates the preceding eflay, may not be difagreeable to our 
readers. ‘That great man lay wind-bound in hourly fufpici- 
on that the purfuivants would ftop his voyage, and feize his 
perfon, before the wind would favour his getting away for 
Holland. In this diftrefs, humbly praying to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift for a more propitious gale, he faid, “ Lord, if thou 
haft at this time any poor fervant of thine that wants this 
wind more than I do another, I do not afk for the changing 
of it: I fubmitunto it.” Immediately the wind came about 
to the right point, and carried him clear from his purfuers. 


— OO oe 
Comfort for God’s Children under their afflictions. 


Be Nghe « wa raapng {pring not out of the duft, they are all 
alldteed by our heavenly Father, who has promifed that 
he will make them to work together for our good. The 
Scriptures deal copioufly on this fubject, and furnifh us 
with fuch confiderations as have a tendency to comfort us 
under all the croffes to which we are fubject in this vale of 
tears. ‘They inform us that afflictions are only fatherly cor- 
rections, the fruit of love, and not the effects of anger, for 
** whom the Lord /oveth he correéfeth, and fcourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth.” If therefore he dealeth with us as 
he does with all his children, we need not complain of our 
afflictions. What God doth mutt be eventually good, how 
evil and bitter foever it feems at prefent to us. He never 
correéts his children without a jutt caufe, although we can- 
not always perceive it. ~ In fuch a cafe, however, it is our 
duty to hold our peace bécaufe he doth it, or rather to adopt 
the language of the Pfalmilt, “I know, O Lord, that thy 


judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulnefs haft at- 


dicted me. Butit will more effectyally promote our cone 
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folation if we confider that he will layno more upon us than 
we fhall be able to bear, and will fuffer no affliction to be of 
longer continuance than fhall be abfolutely neceflary. And 
thus refting upon his good word, we may wait his pleafure 
for our complete deliverance out of all our troubles. 

The ends which God has in view in caufing his children to 
bear the crofs; thefe are generally his own glory, our own 
good and the benefit that will refult to others from our ex- 
ample ; all which fhould induce us to bear them patiently, 
or rather to rejoice, as the Apoftle advifes, “*‘ when we fall 
into divers temptations.” Paul and Silas in the prifon fang 
praifes to God, and we read that Paul took pleatfure in re- 
proaches, and diftreffes for Chrift’s fake. | In all which it 
cannot be doubted but that the chief caufe of their rejoicing 
in affliction was the confideration that their fufferings were 
conducive to God’s glory and the good of his people, who, 
feeing their patience, and the fupport they received from 
above, were greatly confirmed in the truth, encouraged to 
make an open profefion, and fuffer for righteoufnefs’ fake, 

But nothing can more powerfully prevail on our trail 
natures to drink of the unpleafant cup of affiGtion, than the 
certainty of the benefit that we ourlelves fhall receive from 
it. By afflictions trialis made of our ftrength and weak- 
nefs, our faith and patience in bearing them, and the love 
we have to God who fendsthem. ‘The Scripture reprefents 
this by the trial which fire makes on gold and filver, Speak- 
ing of the remnant of his people, who fhould be preferved 
from the general deftru€tion, the Lord faith, * I will hring 
the third part through the fire, and will refine them as filver 
is refined, and try them as gold is tried.” the effect whereof 
follows, ‘‘ they fhall cail upon my name, and I will hear 
them, I will fay, It is my people, and they fhall fay, ‘The 
Lord is my God.” ‘Thus affliction refines them from the 
drofs of fin, difcovers the reality of grace, and begets in their 
hearts the full aflurance of faith. 

Afflictions may likewife be fitly compared to medicines, 
for fo indeed they are to all the children of God, fovereign 
means to cure their {piritual difeafes, inaimuch as they con- | 
flrain them to hate their fins, and to be folicitous for par- 
doning mercy and grace té fubdue them in time to come. 
When the Apollle fays, ‘* We know that a// things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to them that are call- 
ed according to his purpofe,” afflictions mutt be included ; 
but thefe can only produce this effect, by purging them from 
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In ail our troubles our eye fhould conftantly be fixed on 
the help that God has promifed us in them, and the happy 
iffue we fhall one day experience. We feel our great weak- 
nefs in bearing the crofs, are apt to be full of diftruft—think 
that God will not come with his promifed affiftance, at leatt 
at the time that we expect. ‘The Lord well acquainted with 
this frailty of his children, has moft plentifully provided fuf- 
ficient encouragement, made them many exceeding great 
and precious promifes to be with them in all their tribula- 
tions, to fuccour them in all extremities, declaring that they 
fhall never perifh, but that each hereafter fhall have caufe to 
fay, “ It was good for me that I was afflicted.” 

A. B. 


~ 


——a ¢D ae 
REMARKABLE PROVIDENCE. 


SINGULAR and remarkable providence happened at 

the houfe of Mr. John Gofs, in Lemon Lane, Mant- 
field, Nottinghamihire, in the night between the 2d and 3d 
days of April, 1794. Mr. G.and his family, which confilts 
of ten perfons, having committed themfelves to the divine 
protection, went to bed, and fell into a found fleep. Be- 
tween twelve and one o’clock he awoke, and was remarkably 
comfortable in his mind, at the thought of awaking in life, 
and health, and fafety, and furrounded with fo many tempo- 
ral bleflings as himfelf and family then enjoyed. His mind 
was greatly elevated with meditations on {piritual and di- 
vine things, and firmly ftaid upon his God and Saviour: Al} 
within was ferene and quiet. 

After a few minutes had elapfed, he thought fomething 
made a noile, like the falling of fand upon the tefter of the 
bed, which was probably iome of the plailtering from the 
ceiling of the room. Ile next heard a fudden crath ; on 

vhich he inflantly arofe, and called to his wife, who was the i) 
faft afleep by his fide: She immediately arofe. A dang! 
ter, who was about feven years of age, and who was alto fa all 
afleep in the fame bed, Mr. G. took in his arms ; and juit as 
they had reached the chamber-door, he looked back, and, to 
his very - great aftontihment, found the bedftead was gone. 
It had falléw through the floor of the room down to the 
ground, a diftance of between five and fix yards; and was 
turned upfide down, and almoft buried in the ruins of that 
part of the houfe which fell. This happened wm lefs time 
than a minute from their quitting the bed. Inthe room 
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above wis another bed, whereon a ferious youth lay, alfo fatt 
alleep. He being awakened by the noife of the family’s ris 
fing in fuch a hurry and confufion, and looking up, beheld 
the flars fhining. Upon this he immediately jumped out of 
bed. He had no time to refle& on the caufe of fo Svangs 
and fudden a furprife, for his bedftead was hanging jult up! 
on a poize two yards above where the other had ftcod, and 
was prevented from falling near eight yards, only by a batket 
which had been put under the bed, and which kept the bed’s 
foot from fliding. Itis probable that the bed had hung in that 
dangerous fituation for fome time before the youth awoke. 
The gable end of the houfe againft which the two bediteds 
had. fLood, had entirely fallen to the ground. The reafon of 
this fudden and alarming cataftrophe was this: The owner 
of the houfe had been finking the ground at a little diftance, 
to lay a foundation for another, which he is now ereéting, 
and as it now appears, had not left a fufficient {pace of ground 
to fupport the foundation of that which fell: Befides, onthe 
day preceding this calamity, a heavy and almott inceflant 
rain had fo foftened and loofened the ground as to haften the 
fall. Such an alarming occurrence furprifed moft of the 
people in the town, and conltrained them to acknowledge 
that this was a very great and fingular providence. ‘Though 
feveral pieces of Mr. G.’s furniture were almofl buried in 
the ruins, they were dug out without fuftaining miuch da- 
mage. When he faw that all his family was fafe (for they all 
ran down ftairs in their confufion without drefling them- 
felves), he faid, ** that his heart felt fucha fenfation of gra- 
titude and joy, on account of this interpofition of divine Pro- 
vidence, that if all his furniture had been loft, he thought he 
could have borne it with patience and refignation, or if he 
had received all the riches in the world, they could not have 
given him fuch heartfelt fatisfa@tion.” To acknowledge aad 
udore the divine Providence is congenial to the Chriftian 
character ; and efpecially as all our bleilings, temporal aad 
fpiritual, flow to us in that channel. Our fafety by day or 
night depends upon the Lord’s divine protection, and when 
any thing fingular happens, it is our — with humility and 
gratiude to publith it. 
* Dangers ftand thick through all the ground, 
‘To hurry mortals home.” 


Ye know not what a night, an hour, a minute or a moment, 
may bring forth. Death ftands ready at the door to take 
away our lives. There are many avenues through which we 
may be called from time, with all its powerful and attractive 
connexions, into eternity. 
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“ We fhould fufpe&t fome danger nigh, 
Where we pofleis delight.” 


It has been already remarked that Mr. G. previoufly to 
going to reft, had, according to his ufual cuftom, committed 
himlelf and his family to God his Saviour by prayer and fup- , 
plication, with thankfgiving. He afked for proteétion and 
fafety through the enfuingnight, and the Lord attended there- 

i to, and perhaps this falvation was wrought in anfwer to f 
tt prayer: 





“ Prayer is appointed to convey 

} ‘ The bleflings God intends to give ; 

Long as they live fhould Chritftians pray, 
For only while they pray they live.” 


a Whatever thofe who deny both God and his previdence 
hi may think of fuch an occurrence as that we have related, let 
all who protefs the religion of Jefus, acknowledge, admire 
and adore the Lord in his wife, merciful and providentialt 
B difplays towards them. ‘ For it is not in man that walketlt 
iy to direct his fteps, and a good man’s ways are ordered by 
i the Lord.” A fparrow cannot fall to the ground without the 
fe divine notice and permiffion: And the hairs of the heads of 
i God’s people are all numbered. ‘The Lord fays, they “ fhall 
never perifh, neither fhall any pluck them out of his hands.” 
How our Lord will difpofe of our lives, liberties, labours 
and properties, for the time to come, we know not; let us 
then cheerfully commit all we have and are to Him, who 
hath hitherto performed all things well for us. And may 
this, through divine grace, be the determination of our hearts, | 
that we and our houfes will ferve the Lord, in offering up 
our morning and evening facrifices, until prayer fhall be turn- :! 
ed into eternal praife, and the days of our danger and mourn- : 
ing fhall be for ever ended. 
J. M. 





—— OO OE 





THE GLORIOUS BEAUTY OF THE BLESSED GOD. 


Bi ee BRS 


} is is captivating to many. The beauty of the 
Lord is fo to all by whom it is feen :—Zechariah, {truck 
with the difplay thereof, exclaimed, How great is his good- 
nefs, and how great is his beauty! To behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to inquire in his temple, was the one thing 
which David defired and foughtafter. I with it may be the 
fame with the writer and every reader of this papér. The 
beauty of the Lord cannot be expreffled. The eloquence of 
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men and angels is utterly inadequate to the tafk. To fet it 
forth, no metaphor is, or ever can be found: No, not among 
the brighteft glories, nor the greateft beauties of this tranfi- 
tory dying world. Every thing in God is the perfection of 
beauty. There is, faith an apoftle, one glory of the fun, 
and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the ftars ; 
to which I may add, there are many other glories and 
beauties in the wide creation ; but let it be remembered, they 
are not originals, they are all derived, and have no beauty 
but what God has given them. Let us then for a few mo- 
ments turn afide from the fading beauties of this lower world, 
to behold the tranfcendent and eternal beauties of our God. 
What a glorious beauty do we behold in his infinite know- 
ledge and wifdom! The Lord is a God of knowledge, by 
whom actions are weighed. His underftanding is infinite. 
His eyes are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 
He fees not as man fees; ; Man looketh on the outward ap- 
pearance, butthe Lord looketh on the heart. He fearcheth 
all hearts. We may fay with the Pfalmift, Lord, thou haft 
fearched us and known us; our down-litting and up-rifing, and 
our thoughts afar off. Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
us; it is high, we cannot attain unto it. Let us then, with 
the revering Apoftle, cry out with wonder and adoration, O 
the depth of the riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of 
God! Not only all paft events, but likewife all future ones, 
are prefent with the Lord. All future things are naked and 
open before the eves of Him with whom we havetodo. In 
a dream he revealed to Jofeph his future advancement in 
Egvpt. He called Cyrus by name, a century before he was 
born. Nothing can ever take him by furprife. But he can 
and will take the wife in their own craftinefs, whenever they 
are fcheming to counteract his purpofes. Why, faith the 
Pfalmift, do the kings of the earth and the rulers take counfel 
together againft the Lord, and againft his anointed? The 
Lord fhall have them in derifion. Letit ever be remember- 
ed, that in the death of Jefus Chrift, the deep policy of earth 
and hell was utterly confounded; and fo fhall it be with all 
their future pr ojeéts to ov erthrow the church of God. It is 
worthy of notice, that the beauty of God’s wifdom is equal 
to that of his knowledge. Among men this is not always 
the cafe: Some are knowing, but at the fame time are def- 
titute of that wifdom which confift in ufing knowledge to ac- 
complifh noble and good defigns. In God, this wifdom 
fhines with infinite fplendour. It is amped upon all his: 
works, its veftiges are obvious in all his ways. Could we 
furyey the heavens and the earth, with the great and wide 
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feas, and alfo the variety of animals, plants and minerals, 
with which they are flored, furely, with the fweet finger of 
Ifrael, we thould fay, O Lord, how manifold are thy works! 
In wifdom haft thou made them all. But the difplay of divine 
wifdom in the works of creation is greatly exceeded by the 
aftonifhing brightnefs with which it fhines in the fuperlative 
works of grace and redemption. With what tranfports of 
joy may the faints admire thefe beauties of wifdom and om- 
nifcience in their God! particularly fo, when they come be- 
fore him with defires too big for utterance ; when all manner 
of evil is faid of them falfely; and when all things are dark 
around them, fo that were it not for their glimpfe of thefe 
beauties, they might be ready to fay with Jacob, All thefe 
things are againft us. 

Among the beauties of the Lord we admire his eternity 
and immutabilitv. We are but of yefterday, but God is 
frometernity. Hisnameis Jehovah. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world were 
formed, even from everlafling to everlafting he is God. 
The God of Jethurun is the eternal God, and his arms are 
everlafting arms. He inhabiteth eternity, and every thing 
in him is eternal. We read of his eternal power, his ever- 
lafting love, and, that his mercy endureth torever. He is 
that king eternal, immortal, in whofe fight a thoufand ycars 
are as one day, and one day is asa thoufand years. The 
éternal God is always in one mind. He is not given to 
change. With him is no. variablenefs, neither fhadow of 
turning. He fays himfelf, 1 am the Lord, I change not. 
He is of one mind, and all his gifts and callings are without 
repentanee. Among men, fome are naturally fickle and 
ae change their purpofes from unexpected 
occurrences ; others have not power to accomplifh their de- 
figns, or are hindered by their fuperiors ; but no fuch circum. 
ftances can ever happen with the omnifcient, omnipotent and 
and eternal God. Let me then admire thefe beauties of my 
Maker, and in them fee as in a mirror the vanity and empti- 
ne{s of every terreftrial enjoyment. What is my life, but a 
vapour? What my flourifhing, but as the flower of the fieid? 
In tranfitory things let me never place my confidence ; but 
truft for ever in the Lord Jehovah, in whom is everlaling 
firength. In beholding this glorious beauty of the blefled 
God, and in the lively hopes ot him as my everlafting portion, 
how light and momentary are prefent afflictions, and how 
unworthy to be compared with the glory hereafter to be 
revealed! . 

Another admirable beauty in the Lord our God is the 


greatnefs of his power ;—hc is omnipotent. Nature taught 
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fome of the Heathens, and is capable of teaching others, the 
eternal power and godhead of her Author. The holy Scrip- 
tures abundantly exprefs the omnipotence of God ; it is ats 
ferted therein more than fixty times. The abundant repeti- 
tion thereof in the facred writings may at once convince us 
both of its truth and importance ; but often as we read of it 
in the Scriptures, we may {till fee the difplays of it more fre- 
guently.in the world and in the church. By his great power 
he created all things out of nothing ; he faid, Let them be, 
and they were ; he {pake, and it was done. By the word of 
his power he upholdeth all things, How ftrong mutt that 
arm be by which the univerte was created, and is ftill fup- 
ported ! But his power is evident, not ony in his giving and 
maintaining the laws of Nature, but alfo at his pleafure, in 
caufing her to act contrary thereto. Hence, in the lofty ftyle 
of the prophet Ifaiah, we read that he dried up the fea, the 
waters of the great deep, and made the depths of the feaa 
way for the ranfomed to pals over. At his command the 
obedient fun ftood ftill upon Gibeon, and the moon in the 
valley of Ajalon, for a whole day; by the fame power the 
fame fun went back ten degrees upon Ahaz’s dial, to ftrength- 
en the faith of Hezekiah. By Jehovah’s power Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s burning fiery furnace was not fuffered fo much as 
to finge a hair of the heads of Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed- 
nego, when they were caft into it for-the fake of their reli 
gion. His power {topped the voracious mouths of the lions 
from devouring Daniel, when, for confcience fake, he was 
caft into their den. It was the fame power by which the 
whale brought Jonah fafe on dry land, by which the ravens 
brought food to Elijah, and by which a dumb afs was made 
to {fpeak, and forbid the madnefs of the prophet. But, above 
all, this beauty of the Lord is difplayed in the redemption 
and falvation of immortal fouls. Here we fee the eyes of 
the blind opened, the ears of the deaf unitcpped, and the 
dead in trefpaffes and fins raifed to newnefs of life. Satan 
too, that {trong man armed, is bound, and his goods are fpoil- 
ed ; all his dtrong holds are utterly demol ifhed, and every fin 
is effetually fubdued. Beholding this beauty of Jehovah’s 
power, we reft aflured of the performance of ail his promi- 
fes, as Abraham did. Mountains of difficultigg may ftand 
in the way of the promile, but onynipotence can, 7 remove 
them ; in the view of which we may enter upom the moft 
arduous duties, take up the moft weighty crofs, and bid de- 
fiance to our worft and greateft enemies. 
There is another beauty in our God which cannot fail to 
{lrike our eyes every time we look unto him, and thatis, his 
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infinite goodness and mercy. There are beauties which 
fome affect to admire, while in fa&t they know very little of 
their nature ; hence with the beauties of goodnefs and mercy 
they obfcure, if they do not deftroy, thofe of juftice and fove- 
reignty. In the face of our God, as exhibited in the perfon 
and work of Jefus Chrift, we fee at once the glorious beau- 
ties of univerfai goodnefs and inflexible juftice. That fu- 
preme goodnefs belongs to God, is plain both from reafon 
and revelation; reafon taught the ancient philofophers that 
God was maximus et optimus, the greateft and the bett. 
Goodnefs in God is not, as in the beft of men, derived, im- 
perfect, and mutable, but it is original, fupreme, and eternal- 
ly the fame ; it adds luftre to all his other beauties, which, 
viewed apart from this, might fill us with dread. God ac- 
counts his goodnefs his glory; and therefore when he fhow- 
ed his glory to Mofes, he made his goodnefs pafs before him. 
His goodnefs appears in every thing he does, in every thing 
he gives, and, in the end, it will appear to his faints, in eve- 
ry thing which to them he denies. How great is the beau- 
ty of his’ goodnefs, as it appears in the gift of Chrift, the 
Scriptures, the Sabbaths, and all divine ordinances ; but par- 
ticularly in the regeneration, pardon, peace, juftification, 
adoption, fanétification and falvation of fome of the vileft of 
Adam’s finful race! 

Finally, God is glorious in holinefs. Infinite purity is not 
only a perfeétion and beauty in God, but it is the harmony 
and beauty of allhis other perfeGtions and beauties. Were 
the Lord deftitute of holinefs, we might dread, but not love 
him ; for in that cafe, his mercy would be weaknefs, his 
power would be tyranny, his juftice cruelty, and his wifdom 
craft. God fwears by his holinefs. The feraphim above 
continually do cry, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hofts. 
Every thing in God and belonging to him, is koly. His ho- 
linefs appears in all his works and ways, but above all, in 
the crofs of gur Lord Jefus Chrift. Let us then behold thefe 
glories of the Lord, till we be changed into the fame image. 
if we be delighted with a faint glimpfe of them now, how 
thall we be tranfported with the full vifion of them by and by 
in the heaven of heavens! the enjoyment of which is the 
writer’s fexyent wifh for himfelf, and every reader of thefe 


lines. * S. B. , 
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————D -*S @ae———— 


An answer to this important inquiry, 
é 
How am I to know whether I have the Holy Spirit? 


_-— 


F you have the Holy Spirit; (1) you have feen the evi/ of 

fin; (2) you have repented of fin; (3) you have forsaken 
‘lin; (4) you hate fin; (5) you watch and prey againft fin; 
(6) you have received the fpirit of love. If you have the 
Spirit of God, you love God fupremely: You love the Fa- 
ther, who gave his Son to fuffer and die: You love the Son, 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, for what he hath done and fuffered on 
your account. You love all the fincere followers of Jefus 
Chrift, and confine not your regards to a party. You love 
the human race at large, as children of the fame family, and 
you wifh them to know the things that belong to their peace. 

(7) You are of a forbearing and forgiving temper ; (8) 
you pity and pray for finners, who, through blindnefs and ig- 
norance, oppofe at prefent their ewn eternal intereft; (9) you 
are of a thankful {pirit; you thank God for making you to 
differ, by his grace, from many others; and you praife him 
for every favour both of a temporal and fpiritual nature ; 
(10) you are zealous for the honour of God in the world; 
(11) you desire to rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and in all the duties 
of Chriftianity; (12) you efteem the applaufe, the pleafure 
and the wealth of the whole world, as nothing, in comparifon 
of the love and blefling of God, through Chrift Jefus. Thefe 
are some of the figns of havi ing the Holy Spirit. (Read 
with care Gal. v. efpecially towards the clofe.) See, my 
dear readers, that the graces there mentioned by the Apoflle, 
in verfe 22, &c. be in you and abound ; and you will profper 
in the divine life, and walk in the comfort of the Holy Ghott. 

‘Ba 


————==ap G> ae 


On the Benefits arising from frequent Meditation 
on she subject of Redemption. 


[i order to any fubject of frequent contemplation vielding 
us conftant pleafure and fatisfaction, it muft be capable of 
commanding the approbation of our underftanding, of excit- 
ing and fixing our {trongeft affections, and of raifing, as well 
as keeping up, our expectation of future good. 
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Now the fubject of redeeming love is admirably calculated 
for all thefe ends, and therefore muft prove a never-failing 
fource of fweet meditation. The righteoufnels, mercy, 
faithfulnefs, and love of God, as manifefted and glorified 
in the mediation of Chrift, muft command ard fecure the 
conftant approbation of every mind enlightened by the 
Spirit. The infinite love of God in given his Son to be a 
ranfom price for finners, and the unparalleled love of Jefus, 
in coming willingly into the world in the character of Re- 
deemer, when he knew what it would coft him, mutt excite, 
and fix for ever, every heart which feels the force and 
meaning of fuch love: While the fure profpect of eternal 
life through faith in his blood, can never fail, while clearly 
feen, to fill the foul with hopes of future good, as large as 
it can bear. But let every Chriftian remember this, it is not 
meditation on our own depravity, or on our accomplifhments, 
no, nor even the contemplation of the divine perfeétions, 
if Chrift be not confidered as the centre where they meet, 
and the fun from which they fhine, that will afford us con- 
ftant fatisfaction and delight of foul: It is meditation on 
His, and Him alone, who is in one glorious perfon our 
Judge and Saviour, that will prove only fweet, and always 
fweet. Self-examination may well ferve to humble, and 
make afhamed before God, and frequent thoughts of the 
divine perfetions may fll our minds with holy fear and 
facred awe. But in redemption by our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
all the rich yarietics of colouring neceffary to render a 
fubjc& of contemplation completely glorious, mect as in a 
rainbow! from the infinite fublime, to the finite beautiful; 
and even down from thefe to the mournful and fympathetic ! 
His pivinity fills the mind with adoring reverence and 
holy confidence: His HuMANity, while it excites affection, 
and encourages the foul to look to God without flavifh fear, 
fheds fuch a dignifying luftre on our very nature, as renders 
all honours, fhort of thofe which come from above, unwor- 
thy of our notice or regard. The glorious fubject of the 
union of his two natures, while it {trikes expreflion dumb, 
affords the moft unbounded room for fpiritual meditation, 
and mutt for ever remain in this refpect inexhaultible. We 
might proceed on the wings of meditation, from earth to 
his eternal throne, where he reigned before all worlds ; 
from that throne to the manger; from the manger to the 
crofs; and from the crofs to bis eternal throne again, with- 
out the leaft want of frefh matter for holy meditation. But 
perhaps the incarnation, fufferings, and exaltation of Chiift, 
may at fome future period furnifh a fubject for a diftinct 


meditation. JOSEPH, 
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ON CHRIST’S PREPARING HEAVEN. 


C. HRIST went to glory through conflict, fufferings, and 

death ; and fo prepared the way thither for his difciples; 
by a complete conqueft of all their {piritual enemies: He 
went as the church’s head and reprefentative, to take poffef- 
fion of what he had merited for his people; and as their 
High Prieft, to prefent before the Father his perfect facri- 
fice, in their behalf; and thus he may be confidered as pre- 
paring heaven for their coming, as they could never have 
been admitted there, if he had not fo entered. Moreover, 
his own prefence there may, be viewed as a preparation of 
that blifsful ftate for his difciples, for ‘‘ where fhould the 
living members reft, but with their living Head ?”—* Whom 
have I in heaven,” faid Afaph, ‘‘ but thee? and on earth 
there is none that I defire befide thee!” It is heaven begun | 
below to enjoy his prefence here, and heaven complete above 
to fee him ashe is. Where love is fupreme on the throne, 
and perfect in every fubjeét, the government muft be truly 
glorious, and obedience truly delightful: | 

Confider fellow-chriftians, what affeCtions the gracious 
Redeemer meant to excite in the hearts of his difciples by 
this conduct. He meant to raife our hearts to heaven, as 
our only abiding home, to wean them from the world, as 
unfit to fatisfy the boundlefs defires kindled by his Spirit 
in the regenerate foul, and to train us, by lively expeéta- 
tion and {weet fortaftes of glory, for the full manifeftation 
of his -infinite love and lovelineis, which we could not bear 
all at once. 

The Lord has, therefore, appointed us a trying time be- 
fore he takes us to glory, that our faith and patience may 
grow ; a waiting time, that our hope may grow; anda 
weaning time, that our affections may be willingly and deli- 
berately fixed on himfelf, who alone is able to fatisfy and fill 
them for eternity. “ 

What a noble profpeét does Chrift’s return afford the be- 
liever! firft in the power of his Spirit in the latter days; and 
afterwards in perfon at the laft day! A ruined Antichrift, 2 
chained enemy, a conquered world; a triumphant Gofpel, a 
reigning Saviour, and an univerfal church! ‘To be fucceede d 
by a glorious refurreétion into a ftate of incorruptible purity ; 
an.eternal inheritance in glory; together with millions of holy 


and happy faints and angels ; the everlafting and uninter- 
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about it: And thefe fcenes fo occupied my mind, that I con- 
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rupted enjoyment of communion with God in Chrift Jefus; 
and to complete all, the delightful reflection of God’s being 
glorified in our falvation, more than in all his works of crea- 


tion befide. | JOSEPH. 


—————a (DP a 





DE A T-H, 


A VISION. 





} "glen some the other day through Cheapfide, I met a fune- 
ral proceffion, a hearfe, feveral mourning coaches, and 

all the fable apparatus of death. I was ftruck at the contraft, 
fo manifeft between this proceffion and all that was moving bd 


fider them as the caufe of a vifionary dream which I had on 
the following night, wherein death was reprefented as dri- | ; 
ving his hearfe and proceffion through that populous {treet, is 
and addrefling himfelf to various perfons who met him in ; 
his route. 

“Ye numerous paflengers, going and coming on each fide 
of the way, whofe afpects manifeft that you are bent on dif- 
ferent fchemes, which you deem of importance: Know! 
that whatever your bufinefs may be, ye are all haftening to 
my territories. You who are young and gay, and you who 
are more advanced in life, are moving with different paces, i 
toward that houfe of mine which is appointed for all living. 
You, who are arrayed in the height and variety of the fafhion, 
will foon, put on your laft fuit, and like the corpfe in this 
hearfe be infhrouded by death. You, whofe plumes are 
high, and proudly nod over your giddy heads, will foon oc- 
cupy my plumed hearfe, and your vanity will ceafe for ever. 
Some of you may be driving to the Temple of Hymen, and 
pleafing yourfelves with profpeéls of many years’ happinefs, 
but you muft foon fubmit to my cold embraces ; and your 
connexions and enjoyments, however dear and delightful, 
muft be refigned at my command, and be exchanged for the 
gloomy folitudes of my kingdom. 

“ Ye foolifh people and unwife, who in your ¢rowded | 
carriages are haftening to various places of diflipation, folly, F. 
and vice, remember that the heart of the fool is in the houfe a 
of mirth. Know that I often vifit thefe delufive fcenes, 

{natch the frighted victims from their fatal feftivities, and 
plunge them into outer darknefs. Even lately I feized 
feveral giddy wretches on the threfhold of one of thefe 
feminaries of vice which you are driving to. Know, foolith 
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citizens, that what I have done, I may do again. In my 
next vifit I may come in a fire, an earthquake, or a ftorm, 
and {wallow up the crowded fabric, and all its unthinking 
and deluded company. Stop, ye cruel parents, look on 
my retinue, and return to your houfes! are ye fo mad as 
to drive your children to Tophet, and offer them to the de- 
vouring idol, Diflipation? Ye are rapidly advancing in the 
broad way, ‘and your fleps will foon take hold on hell. 
Carry therefore your little ones home, read them a leéture 
on what you have feen in this {treet, eel fo teach them to 
number their days, that they may apply their hearts unto 
wifdom. 

** T perceive a carriage advancing, whofe armorial bear- 
ings declare it to belong to the Bithop of the City:—‘ Re- 
member, my Lord, you and I wear the fame livery; it is my 
bufinefs to kill, but your duty to prepare men for my ftroke. 
It is evident that 1 work too faft for you; for many under 
your charge feel my dart in their vitals, before they poffefs 
repentance in their hearts. Where lies the fault, my Lord? 
for a fault there is fomewhere! You have many affiftants 
in this great city, who are well paid for carrying on the work 
of preparation; but by what I fee and hear where I vifit 
your flock, very few are informed of my power, and are pre- 
pared to fubmit to my ftroke. The bells toll, and the 
churches are opened every Sabbath-day ; but your affiftants, 
in general, are very {paring of their labour, and care not to 
difturb their hearers by preaching on my certain dominion 
over all men, nor do they {how them by what means they 
may make me their friend, and have a happy paflage through 
my dark valley. I would have you look to thefe things, my 
Lord: You know I am notceremonious, you and I {hall 
meet again ere long, and I with to meet you as a friend, and 
by my advice to fubferve your beft interefts.’ 

*‘ Here comes a confequential fon of Galen, whofe fame is 
widely fpread, and whofe medical fkill is highly applauded: 
‘Know, Sir! that with all your fame and confequence you 
are my fervant, you are retained by me, and often forward 
my work. You are parading through this city in your way, 
as I am in mine: But I have fomewhat tofay againft you! 
While I am inceffantly looking to the end of my work, and 
warning men to think, of their latter end; you feldom let 
your patients know the worft of their cafe, flatter them 
with the hopes of recovery, till-they have almoft entered on 
my territories. Although you are con , frequenting 
the chambers where I appear, you ftudioufly avoid any con- 
verfation withme. Now, Mr. Phyfician, permit me to cxX-. 
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| hort you to heal yourfelf: Remember, that however fhyyou 
i) at prefent may be, you muft foon bow to my fceptre, and vifit 
a) my dominions. For the prefent, Sir, pafs on, reflect = 
Hh what I have faid, and do as much good as you can till J ca 
for you.’ 

“ Here are a few of the ambaffadors of the Prince of Life 
and Peace; of different denominations, but all of my ac- 
quaintance :-—‘ It is part of your fludy and miniftry to make 
men familiar with me. Formerly, I could not ftep into a 
houfe without all the family crying out for fear; but fince ye 
have held forth the word of life, the very children learn to 
be familiar with me. I bow at the remembrance of your 
divine Mafter, O ye fervants of Chrift! There was a time, 
when He fubmitted to be imprifoned by me ; but by that con- 
defcenfion he deftroyed Satan my powerful mafler. I was 
proud of having fuch a prifoner in my power; but when he 
chofe to depart, he did not vouchfafe to afk my leave, and 

® no force of mine could detain him. And he fo entirely tore 
’ away the adamantine bars of my prifon, and left fuch im- 
preffions of his divine power on me, that it is impoffible for 
me to detain any in my power, when he demands their re- 
leafe. Tell therefore your numerous congregations, to 
meet me as becometh Chriftians. Exhort them, to banifh 
from their minds the vulgar notions of my hideous looks 
and evil defigns: And let them be affured that I fhall vifit 
them as a friend, to introduce them to the prefence of your 
Matter.” , 

When the King of Terrors had finifhed his addrefs, he 
afflumed a moft terrible afpeét; and frowning with tremendous 
horror, drove fiercely forward, while all areund was in the 
moft fearful agitation. The affrighted paffengers fled from 
the ftreets; the fhops were darkened; the houfes and 
churches trembled to their foundations; the found of the 
artificer, and the din of bufinefs; were filenced; the gene- 
ral pulfe of trade flood ftill; and an awful paralytic affected 
the witole body politic. Thus thi¢ terrible enemy of man- 
kind bore in triumph the efcutcheons of his mortal pomp, 














































through the great metropolis and emporium of the nations ; 
and thus €y. hing remained, while the fight of Death, 
and the fo his cavalcade affected the fenfes of the 
multitude ;.amd when they ceafed, the whole ftream of bu- 
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A SIGHT OF CHRIST. 


HE gratification of the fenfes affords peculiar pleafure 

ft ees man in his prefent ftate. Agreeable and harmonious 
founds delight the ear; and the eye which is never fatisfied 
with feeing, roves among new and fplendid objets with 
ever-growing felicity. Our curiofity is raifed to behold one 
of our fellow-creatures, in proportion to his fame, either 
for great wifdom, military prowefs, or the benefits we 
have received from his achievements. Such was the im- 
prefion made on the mind of the queen of Sheba, who 
came with difficulty and hazard, to behold the glory of 
Solomon: And fuch feelings animated the Grecians who 
poured in from every quarter to gratify their eyes with 2 
fight of the man, who had delivered them from tyranny 
and oppreffion, crying Soter! Soter! Sawiour! Saviour ! 

On this principle we are not furprifed toind thofe who 4 
waited for confolation in Ifrael, coming with fuch eager de- 
fire to fee the new-born Saviour. The prophecies and 
types were fulfilled in his facred perfon. Now was the 
time for his approach. Expeétation at this period raifed 
the hopes of the faithful, and perfons of various charac- 
ters came to behold this fight. The Eaftern Magi had 
feen his ftar, which dire€ted their way to that illuftrious 
Saviour whofe incarnation it announced. The fhepherds, 
whofe attention had been awakened by the fong of angels, 
repaired to Bethlehem, where they faw the fhepherd of If- 
rael. The women, who departed not from the temple day 
nor night, faw him at laft who was fuddenly to come to it, 
and to whom it belonged. Simeon alfo, who, like Jacob, 
had long waited for God’s falvation, was blefled with this 
fight: Admonifhed by the Lord, he came into the Temple 
at the very time his parents prefented him there before 
God, and receiving him in his arms with emotions of 
heavenly felicity, bleffed God for a fight_of his falvation. 
Nor did this defire ceafe through his fu 
Grecians coming to worfhip at Jerufale 
ardent wilh to fee him,.and were introdt 
pofe by Philip. The inclination of Zacehé 
{trong. But how were the Apoftles favoure 
cefs to him on all occafions! Their eyes 
haads handled the word of life. On the 
his glory.as the glory of the only begotten o 
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At his afcenfion the heavens received hini out of the 
view of the men of Galilee, nor has he been feen perfonally 
on earth fince. Yet there is a fight of him more interefling 
than any we can enjoy with mortal eyes. In his outward 
appearance there was nothing ex xtraordinary. Many faw 
his perfon who knew not his werth, and rejected the whole 
myitery o: godlinefs. But there is a fight which is connec- 
f€d with faith, John, vi. 40. As the flung Ifraelites by a 
view of the ferpent were healed; fo this faving view of 
Chrift is connected with prefent peace and future felicity. 
This fight is only to be had by the teaching of the Spirit; 
for the Spirit fearcheth all things, and reveals them to man. 
If we are taught by the Spirit, we fhall fee all that fuit- 
ablenefs, that there is in Chrift, tothe various circumftances 
of guilt and wretchednefs in which we are. Perhaps our 
evidences may not be fo clear, nor our comprehention fo 
great on this fubjeG& as that of fome others; but we fhall 
fee him for ourlelves, and admire what we underftand. 
Bleffed are they who fee not and yet believe. 

Fhe moft exalted perfonal view of our Lord is yet to 
come: He fhall appear again in his own glory, in the glory 
of the Father and of all the holy angels. Then every eye 
fhall fee him. ‘The great white throne, and he who {its 
upon it, will he vifible to all. The feven eves which were 
upon him i in his crucifixion will now be direéted to him in 
his glory . How happy at this period to have an intereft in 
his love 

In heaven they behold the King in his beauty.’ They fee 
him as he is. ‘Lhe Lamb in the midtt of the throne is ex- 
hibited in full view to all the celeftial ishabitants. . This is 
what he himfelf prayed for while yet upon earth. Father, 
I will that thofe whom thou haft given me be with me where 
Iam, to behold my glory. As they had feen him, fome 
of them perfonally, and all of them by faith; fo they fhall 
fee him in his kingdom. Now we fee his feet, and adore. 
In his temple we behold his fpiritual excellency with admi- 
ration; but the heavenly vifion will be ecftatical and trans- 
forming. If the fight the apoltles had on the mount fo far 
‘@s to traniport them beyond themfelves; 










overcame 
and if the ¢ a of the fouth had no more fpirit in her 
when fhe faw’fie glory of Solomon; who can defcribe the 
feelings of th mind at that moment when the happy foul 
enters heavem, and cafts it cye on the glorified Mediator. 
* Blefled e pure in heart, for they fhall fee God.” 


EUMENE® 
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THE PLAIN RULE OF HOLINESS. 


—— 


Whatsoever ye da, in word or deed, do allin the name of the 
Lord Fesus. Coloff. iii. 17. 


Va eee this admirable rule obferved, what a peaceful 
world, and what a glorious church, fhould we be- 
hold! Great as the prejudices of infidels againft the Bible 
are, this, however, muft be allowed: Every man would be 
glad to have his neighbour’s conduct towards him regulated 
by Scriptural precepts. And what method can profeffors 
take to recommend religion fo much as by obferving this 
concife but excellent direction? 

What is it to do every thing in the name of Jefus? Sim- 
ply this, To do all agreeably to his will—in dependance on 
his strength; and with aview to his glory. 

Let the holy will of Jefus be obferved. He is our fovereign 
Lord. We are under the law to Chrift. Bleffed be his 
name, that he has expreffed his will fo fully in the facred 
word; and adapted his precepts to every fituation in life. 
Only let the believer afk, upon entering upon his various 
affairs, Is this agreeable to the will of Chrift? Nor will he 
be much at a lofs for an anfwer. 

Let every action be performed in dependance on him. 
Dorwe want wifdom? Afk and expect it of him. Nehemiah 
did fo, and obtained an immediate fupply. Do we need 
{trength? Lo, he is ftrong—He is almighty, and by him we 
“can do all things.” And when all is done, fill depend 
upon him for acceptance. 

Let the glory of Jefus be the aim of all. Heaven fays 
he is worthy to receive honour, let earth fay fo too. He 
has done fo much for us, that we ought to do fomething for 
him. Here too, let the believer afk, Will Jefus be glorified 
by this action, or not? 

Let religion be universal, not confined to facred places 
and times; let every decd be done, and every word be 
fpoken, in his name. 

Worps, Chriftians, mark that! O obferve your words. 
Remember St. James’s account of that untamely member, 
the tongue. Watch its motions. Reftraim*its trefpaffes. 
Speak little ; and let that little be feafoned with grace. What 

% 

2 world of iniquity would be thus prevented! what facrifices 
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of honour would afcend to the Saviour! what harmony in 
religious focieties! what comfort in the family ! 

Deeps, alfo! Z£very deed, civil and religious, public 
and domeftic, in the church, in the clofet, in the fhop. 
Were this noted, we fhould hear of no lewd, intemperate 
golpellers ; of few bankruptcies ; of no difhonefty. Deeds 
thus performed would be truly honourable, of however 
little account in the eye of man. Servants, for inftance, 
filling up their places confcientioufly, are elevated charac- 
ters: for they “ferve the Lord Chrift.” And the remark 
is univerfally applicable; For the real honour attached to 
any ftation is, a regard to the appointment and approbation 


. of the Lord. 


This rule obferved would render the plaineft Chriftian 
an able cafuift. An honeft confcience is of more ufe than 
a thoufand folios, Only afk, Is this word, this work, 
agreeable to the Lord’s will? Can I do it in dependance on 
him, and will it be for his glory? With thefe inquiries 
propofed to the enlightened confcience, can the profeffor 
fit down at the card-table, vifit the play-houfe, mix in the 
dance, put on gaudy or indecent apparel, or revel in luxury? 
It is impoffible. G. B. 


—_—a GD Gee 


A REMARKABLE INSTANCE OF WEAK FAITH. 


In atruly regenerated Christian in the last Moments of Life. 


[Communicated by the fame Clergyman, who tranfmitted the 
account of the Converfion of the Poor Proftitute, inferted 
in our Magazine for January laft.] 


ReV. AND DEAR SIR, 


THE very ftriking inftance of the fovereignty of divine 

grace, as difplayed in the recovery of the poor Profti- 
tute, which I did myfelfthe honour of communicating to 
you, and which you conveyed to the Public through the 
channel of the Evangelical Magazine, I fincerely hope may 
be produttive of the defired effe&, in bringing glory to God, 
and affording encouragementto mankind. As I am perfedct- 


- ly perfuaded, that no truly awakened Chriftian can attend. 


to the affecting narrative of her convertion, without feeling 
the moft lively emotions of gratitude to the gracious Author 
ef falvation; fo am I prompted to believe that, under the 
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influence of his Spirit, the perufal of it niay tend to encou- 
rage the timid mind toa greater dependance and faith in 
the fame redeeming mercy. If thefe’ purpotes fhall be an- 
{wered by the publication of it, though in the fmalleft de- 
gree, I thall have caufe to rejoice ‘before God. 

From the fame motives which led me to addrefs you up- 
on that occafion, I have again affumed the pen, to tranfmit 
the particulars of another fingular cafe, which Kath occurred. 
to my obfervation in the courfe of my miniftry: highly dif- 
ferent indeed in its circumftances ; yet, ‘if I miltake not, 
equally illuftrative of the fame unqueftionable doétrine ; 
namely, that the regenerating power which alone produces 
converfion, as well as the comforts flowing from it, are all 
of grace. 

You are fenfible, that it is cur duty as well as our privi- 
lege, to obferve as clofely as poflible the defigns of God in 
all the ordinations of his providence and grace ; for from 
both, fubje¢ts are continually arifing, which not only very 
highly edify and comfort the Lerd’s people, but tend td 
awaken all the correfponding affections of gratitude, and 
love, and adoration, and praife to the great Author of all 
bleffings. Nothing can accomplifh thefe ends better, nor 
more admirably difplay the depths of divine wifdom in the 
falvation of men, than when we trace the infinite variety of 
methods in the feveral fchemes of grace by which the Lord 
is guiding his:chofen to glory. For whether we behold the 
day of small things ; or the worm face 06 threshing the mouns 
tains: in either, or in both, we review divine strength made 
perfect in human wedkness. God is the firk great caufe, 
from whom cometh every good and every perfect gift. Ail 


‘these worketh that one and the sedf-same Spirit dividing to eve- 


ry man severally as he will, 

Indeed, am the more prompted to fend you the particu- 
lars of the cafe I am going to relate, bécaufe it fhould feem 
(if I may prefume to think fo) to hes e been intended by the 
providence of God, that the remembrance of both fhould be 
connected tore ther, i iri all thofe minds where he 1s pleafed the 
knowledge of them fhould come: For both cafes occurred 
nearly at the fame time. ‘“Uhey happened together ; and it 
was my province in the daily circuit of duty, while vifiting 
the fick, juft to have finifhed my attendance on the poor 
woman, whole cafe I ‘have felated in niy former leiter, 
when I was called upon to-be a witnef’ of the peculiar fitua- 
tion of the perfon whofe interefting memoir is to be the fub- 
ject of my prefent writing. So greata difparity in the two 
inftances (as you will immediately perceive from the rela- 
vee Na 
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tion) could not but have flruck a lefs attentive obferver thar 
myfelf. And I cannot but fuppofe was intended to produce 
an ¢ffeét in the mind, both tu admire and adore the depths 
of his wifdom, whose judgments are unscarchable, and whose 
ways are past finding out. 

‘he perfon whofe concluding hiftory I have in view, 
died in the beginning of the lait year 1794, and in the feven- 
tieth year of his age. His character, as it ftood in the gene- 
ral eftimation of mankind, was very highly and very defer- 
vedly refpeéted. In the feveral relative fituations of life ; 
as a hufband, father, or friend, in fhort, as a man in all his 
intercourfe with fociety, he was perhaps as irreproachable 
asany. Indeed, there was a certain conflitutional happinefs 
of mind about him, ina mildnefs and gentlenefs of difpofi- 
tion, which endeared him to all that knew him. In the 
early part of life he had been unfuccefsful in trade ; and, 
willing to retreat from it, rather than involve himfelf in 
greater difficulties, or continue a fruitlefs purfuit, when 
there appeared but little probability of fuccefs, he gladly 
entered into acom-promife with his creditors, by giving up 
his all to fatisfy their juft demands. 

Do not think me too minute in the relation of this man’s 
hiftory, until I fhall have explained my motives for it. I 
have mentioned this trait in his character, in order to intro- 
duce another intimately connected with it ; and becaufe it 
ferves in a great meafure to give an idea of the tenor of his 
life. It will tend alfo in no fmall degree to illuftrate more 
ftrikingly the great objet I have in view from the publica- 
tion of this memoir. 

When through the goodnefs of God’s providence, a blef- 
fing followed his honett endeavours in another line of bufi- 
nefs, to which he direéted his attention after the failure of 
the former ; the firft objeét which engaged his regard, and 
which he immediately accomplifhed, was to make up the 
deficiency of the balance which had been due to his credi- 
tors, by the payment of the full fum of the original debt. 
Though, according to the flriét letter of the law, his credi- 
tors had no further demand upon him, and therefore, in the 
apprehenfion of the bulk of. mankind, fuch a conduct is 
confidered inexpedient and unnéceflary ; yet fo truly con- 
fcientious was the perfon of whom I am writing, that he 
gratefully paid every farthing, and even to the executors of 
fome of his creditors, which in the interim had deceafed, 
he obferved the fame conduét. 

But in all this, you will fay, there is nothing of religion ! 
True, Sir! Neither do I relate it underthe idea. 1 only 
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mention it to fhew, that, with refpect to the great principles 
of morality on,which fome men lay fuch mighty ftrefs, and 
confider them as the grand and efficient caufes of falvation ; 
few could have a better claim than he had to the divine fa- 
vour, had that favour been purchafeable by any works of 
righteousness which we have done. 

It was not till about the laft three and twenty years of his 
life that he became acquainted with the principles of real 
and experimental piety, or knew God in the fenfe in which 
all true believers in Chrift know him. From his childhood,: 
indeed he kad been accuftomed to attend on public worfhip, 
and thus far to follow the outward means of grace. But till 
then they had been with him, means only. He had the form, 
but not the power of godliness. But when the Lord was gra- 
cioully pleafed to call him by his grace, and to reveal his Son. 
zn him, he was made willing in the day of God’s power. 

With refpeét to the immediate caufe which wrought in- 
ftrumentally under God’s holy §pirit in his convertion, I[ 
have not been informed. But I have the fulleft authority to 
conclude, that from the time in which the Lord manifefted 
himfelf to his heart, unto the period of his diffolution, he 
had uniformly given himfelf up to follow the Lord; and 
only defired to be paffive and refigned like the clay in the 
hands of the potter. 

Retired from bufinefs, and the more aétive fcenes of pub- 
lic life, for fome years before his departure from the world ; 
his time was for the moft part divided amidft the feveral 
means of grace—in attending divine worthip, private devo-. 
tion, family prayer, reading the fcriptures, religious conver- 
fation, and the like ; and as far as human nature could afpire, 
it feems to have been the great defire of his heart, under a 
conftant dependance on divine aid, to have walked in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 

It might have been expected, that the dying moments of 
fuch a character would have been eminently diftinguifhed 
with manifeflations of divine love ; and that, as the lamp of 
life quivered in the focket, a beam of brightnefs would every 
now and then have burft forth to illumine the gloom around. 
But, alas! this was not the cafe. Here, as in many other 
inftances, God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, nor his ways 
our ways. Indeed it was the abfence of thofe gracious 
manifettations of the divine goodnefs, which ufually attend 
the laft hours of the believer’s life, which renders this man’s 
hiftory fo fingularly, ftriking, and makes it worthy this par-~ 
ticular record; and I truft under God’s bleffing, the perufal, 
of it will be inftru&tive and edifying to all the faithful in, 
Chrift Jefus. 
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As he was not a parifhioner of mine, nor belonged to my 
tated miniftry, 1t came not within my immediate province 
.9 attend him in his ficknefs. However, as from the pecu- 
tt liar diftrefles and apprehenfions of his mind, his family, to 
‘ whom he was exceedingly dear, became the more concerned 
for his comfort and fatisfaction, they therefore did not con- 
1 fine their application for {piritual confolation, to the Clergy- 
HH man under whofe miniftry he was placed. He was vifited 
i occafionally by more than one of-the facred order, and in the 
number I had the advantage of being included. 

From a previous knowledge of his general character, and 
particularly his well-known ferioufnefs, I had pleafed my- 
felf with the hopes, that I fhould find in him another brilli- 
ant teftimony to the truth as it is in Fesus; and behold in 
his dying experience the happy effects of that joy and peace 
in believing, which*make the Christian abound in hope through 
the power of the Holy Ghost. But alas! I was difappointed. 
He could {peak of general knowledge and general hopes 
which he entertained of falvation through the great Redeem- 
er’s merits ; but not of the pe¥sonal application of them to 
himfelf, aud of thofe delightful experiences, which are fo 
common in the life of regenerated Chriftians. ‘* God has 
given meto fee” (he would fay) ‘the fad evil of fin, and the 

nifery of our fallen nature. I am awfully convinced of my 

tter unworthinefs before God, and I can by full experience 
.ubfcribe to the declaration of the Apoftle, J knew that in 
me dwelleth no good thing. 1am as fully fatisfied alfo that 
Christ died for sinners ; and that he came to be the Saviour 
of sinners, and to seek and save that which is lost. Neither 
doI doubt a moment but that he is both able and willing 

9 save to the uttermost all that come to God by him. But 
though I have the higheft conviction of thefe bleffed truths 
as they belong to believers in general, I cannot find any of 
that comfortable aflurance which arifes from a personal ap- 

~ plication of them to my own experience. I want to know 
and feel, and to be fatisfied that he will fave me ; that J have 
an intereft in his blood: and that my name is written in 
heaven. This is what I want to know and feel. I have 
heard others rejoicing in this affurance, and I defire moft 
earneftly to partake of the fame. But my faith is not equal 
toit. Ipray the Lord to increafe it, and to give me to feel 
this unfpeakable bleffing before my departure.” 

_A cafe fo extremely diftreffing could not, you may well 
fuppofe, but awaken our utmoflt endeavours to relieve. Ac- 
cordingly our views were direéted chiefly to that, which is 
the grand expedient upon all occafions to bring comfort te 
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the afflicted foul ; I mean earneft and devout prayer to God; 
and moft fervently did we befeech the great Father of mercy, 
and God of all consolation, to grant him according to the riches 
of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man ; that Christ may dwell in his heart by faith ; and 
that he, being rooted and grounded in love, might be aole to 
comprehend, with all saints, what is the breadth and length and 
depth and height ; and to know the love of Christ, which pas- 
seth knowledge, that he mighi he filled with all the fulness of 
God. ‘To the aids of prayer were added the confolations of 
Scripture. In order to counteract the effeét of thofe com- 
plaints which he was continually uttering with the greateft 
anxiety, I endeavoured to direct his attention to thofle re- 
fre{hing promifes of the holy word, which were more im- 
mediately fuitable to his cafe, and fuch as were occafionally 
fuggefted to my remembrance : humbly imploring, at the 
fame time, that God would blefs the outward word with the 
inward efficacy of his holy Spirit. But though his exten- 
five knowledge of the Scriptures enabled him to follow me 
very clofely in every quotation which I made ; and not un- 
frequently to fupply my deficiency with others of a fimilar 
nature, which perhaps at the time did not occur to my re- 
collection , and though he feemed to poffefs a confiderable 
degree of energy in prayer, begging the mercy we fo much 
defired for him, with apparently the greateft fervour ; yet 
the complaint {till continued, and I had the mortification to 
find, after many vifits, that 1 had not been in the [{malleft 
degree inftrumental to his comfort. 

It was in one of thofe mournful hours, while fitting by his 
bed-fide ; his children ftanding round much diftrefled ; and 
he groaning under the complaint of want of faith ; fervently 
befeeching the Lord to Uift up the light of his countenance 
upon him ; my mind became impreffed with the fentiment, 
that God no doubt had fome efpecial purpofe to anfwer from 
this ordination, and that it was our duty humbly to inquire 
intoit. The thought was accompanied with inftant relief; and 
that comfortable promife of Scripture which I have found 
upon all occafions highly confolatory, but in the prefent emi- 
nently fo, encouraged me to profecute the idea: I mean 
where it is faid, that all things work together for good to them 
that loveGod. As I meditated {till more upon the fubjeé, 
it {truck me that one caufe at leaft of this man’s affliction 
might be refolved into fome gracious confequences intended 
to be produced by it on the minds of others ; and particulathy 
his own children, whom he had been carefully endeavouring 
to bring up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Lim- 
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mediately fuggefted to him my ideas. I faid to him, “ My 
dear Sir, you cannot but be very fenfible, how much we ail 
feel for the diftreffes of your mind ; and what joy it would 
give every one now prefent to be the witnefs of thofe re- 
frefhments from the Lord which you fo earneftly long for ; 
and for which we have all offered up our continual prayer to 
the throne of grace ; but fince, notwithftanding our moft 
fervent petitions for this bleffing, the Lord fees it not fit to 
gratify our defires ; it is not only our duty refignedly to ac- 
quicfse in the divine decifion, but alfo humbly to inquire the 
reafons for which it is withheld, and to examine whether the 
feeming evil may not be converted into a greater good. 
You are convinced that God does not willingly afi: i or 
grieve the children of men: that like as a father pitieth his 
own children, fo isthe Lord merciful to them that fear him. 
All the afflicting difpenfations both of his providence and 
his grace, to his taithful people, are but the chaftifements of 
an infinitely compafonate and tender parent, who cannot 
pofibly miftake our interefl, but is continually promoting 
our good even by the miniftration of fuppofed evil. Itisa 
circumftance never to be forgotten, but more efpecially 
when matters are moft dark and silcouraging, that all things 
how unpromifing foever they appear, all things work together 


for good to them that love Ged. 


‘* Impreffed, therefore, with a moft perfect conviction of 
thefe unqueftionable truths, [have been ruminating while I 
have fat here by 3 your bed-fide, what inftruction it may be fup- 
pofed we ought to gather from your prefent affliction. If 
all things work for good to them that love God; of confe- 
quence >this mutt be among the reft. I venture to think that 
one reafon, why the Lord permits you to be thus deeply ex- 
ercifed, is, for the fpiritual and gracious improvement of 
others and more elpecially thefe your children. They no 
doubt had confoled themfelves with the belief, that a life 
fuch as your’s would have clofed in joy and tranquility of 
fpirit ; but as on the contrary they behold it terminating in 
fear and mifgiving ; how awfully are they taught therefrom 
to be awakened to greater earneftnefs in religion, and to give 
ull diligence to make their calling and election sure! Uf then, 
mv dear Sir, your children fhould be benefited by your trials, 
furely you will not regret, that the valley of death is more than 
ufiually dark and comfortlefs. Fear not, but that the end of it 
will at length open into everlafting brightnefs, and that He 
who is both the light and life of his people will thine forth 
upon your foul in that importaat moment, witha joy un- 
{peakable and full of glory.” 
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AsI fuggefted thefe and the like confiderations to his 
mind, I could perceive a beam of hope brightening up his 
faddened countenance, and his foul feemed to be refrefhed 
with the confolation. Although, during the remainder of 
his illnefs, to the clofe of it, in his death, it might be gather- 
ed from his countenance and expreffions ‘that the thought of 
this certainly leffened his affliction, and reconciled him more 
to the divine will ; yet the evil itfelf, even to the laft hour, 
was not removed. 

I had hoped indeed, and communicated to him my ex- 
pectations, that fome gracious manifeflations from the Lord 
would yet precede his diffolution. But if they did, they 
were known only to himfelf; for, to all outward appearances, 
as he lived fo he died, mourning over his affliction, and 
praying for more enlarged views of God’s faithfulnets and 
mercy. Here I would beg to be underftood, and therefore 
{hall once more repeat it, that he had unquciiionably a ote 
neral hope and perfuafion of the falvation which is in Chrift 
Jefus for finners : yet, asto the fpecial and particular ap- 
plication of it to himself, (gratifying as it is to the faithful, 
and eminently to be coveted by every one,) his confidence 
was truly weak, and his mind difturbed with fearful appre- 
henfions. 

It would be fuperfluous to add the very obvious reflecti- 
ons which arife out of this affecting cafe ; and indeed after 
fo largely tref{pafling on vour patience, I dare not encroach 
any further. One thort obfervation only I would beg te 
fubjoin, becaufe it hath a more immediate appeal to ) the 
breaft of every timid believer. It is to be wpprehended 
from various occurrences in life, that this man’s hiftory is 
by no means fin gular. ‘There are many humble fouls, w/z 
fear the Lord and obey the veice of his servant, but vet, like 
him, walk in darkness and have no ight. Now nothing can 
more ftrikingly enforce the neceflity of obeymg the precept 
by the prophet, or thew its importance in the very comforts 
of life, than what hath been adduced in the inftance before 
us arifingfrom the want of it: Yo ¢rustin the nume of the 
Lord and io stay upon lus God. For where this religious 
truft or ftay is become fixed and abiding, it ihuts out all 
leffex confiderations. It {hould be remembered that it is in 
ieafons of extraordinary trials, when the foul Is bereaved of 
all comforts, that faith is to have her perfect werk. In fuch 
moments, to ceafe from man, and to ftay upon God, thould 
be the invariable practice of every true belicver. itis pof. 
fible that in the very crifis when all things appear at the 
worft, and when the fearful Chriftian, like the difciples on 
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the fea of Galilee, furrounded with ftorms and teimpetts, is 
ready to give over every thing for loft, and to cry out, Lord 
save, or I perish ; the Redeemer, as then, is yet but the near- 
er at hand,to rebuke both winds and waves, though he 
feemeth as if he heard not. Inthort, as nothing can arife 
to overthrow the fecurity, fo nothing fhould be found fuffi- 
cient to caft down, even for a moment, the confidence of him, 
in whofe breaft the Holy Spirit witnesseth to his spirit that 
heisachildofGod. Once affured by thofe infallible eviden- 
ces which the Holy Ghoft hath given, that Ae hath begun a 
good work in the heart, we ought not to doubt but he wi?! 
complete it unto the day of Fesus Christ. The believer may 
have his dark and tryinghours. The furnace of affliGtion 
to throw off-the reprobate filver may be heated yet feven 
times hotter than it was wont to be heated; but in all this 
the voice of Him who ftands by, and orders both the procefs 
and the fire, may be heard by the ear of faith: Be still, and 
know that Iam God. For a small moment have I forsaken 
thee, but with great mercy will I gather. thee. Ina little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, but with ever- 
lasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 
Redeemer. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither 
shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, that 


hath mercy upon thee. 


——ar CD 


A LETTER FROM A FREE-THINKER TO ONE OF Gis 
OLD COMPANIONS. 


OU will have heard by this time that I was unexpected- 

ly called a few days ago to depart out of tht world, with- 
out having leifure to take leave of my friends. On entering 
into a new fate, I learned infiinitely more in a moment, than 
any man can doin the longett life {pent in the deepeft ftudy, 
and moft diligent refearch. I immediately found that we 
had been greatly miflaken in many things. The thinking 
principle is not deftroyed, as we were fometimes inclined to 
fuppofe, nor does it lofe in fleep all confcioufnefs of exiftence. 
So tar from being either totally extinguifhed or even afleep 
only for a while, can affure you, it is much more aétive and 
intelligent than ever. It breaths a purer air—but I am nox 
permitted to difclofe to you the fecrets of the invifible world. 
‘The ftriGteft filence is impofed upon every inhabitant, how- 
ever willing we might be to impart the difcoveries we have 
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tnade for the benefit of our former affociates. But it will be 
no breach of our laws and regulations for me to mention, 
that I have now no longer any doubts remaining. All here 
is awful certaznty. ‘This one advantage I poffefs, if advan. 
tage it can be called. But you have another far more pre-- 
cious, which I cannot enjoy. You have ftill an opportunity of 
reviewing your judgment of things, and foregoing it, on fuf- 
ficient evidence, for one more juft and réafonable, though it 
fhould lead to a very different conduct. Let me beg of you 
to diftruft your own underftanding. Seek a fafer guide. 
It is no diflgrace in this inftance, where the caufe is Ho sin, 
portant, to borrow light, when your own is fo very faint and 
imperfeét. Ifyou think me ftill in being, that I am neither 
annihilated nor infenfible, you feel, I doubt not, a ftrong de- 
fire to know what are now my featiments on thofe various 
fubjeéts that ufed to engage our attention, and on which we 
took the liberty to differ in opinion from moft of our neigh- 
bours. Do you not often with, if it were poffible, to fee me 
again and converfe familiarly with me, that I might anfwer 
all your inquiries? Iam not allowed to fatisfy you: Nor 
need you at all regret that I carinot appear. You may, if you 
pleafe, without any extraordinary afliftance, foon be in poffef- 
fion of all the knowledge neceflary for you, till you remove: 
You have already the means in your power of acquiring as 
much information as can be ufeful, and as it would be proper 
for me to communicate, were [to aflunte a bodily form, and 
revifit your earthly region*. It was our great folly, my 
friend, to defpife and reje& the helps that were kindly held 
out to us. fine ille lacryme! Could you—but I dare 
hot--You will be anxious to learn what is beconie of me, 
whether I be happy or miferable. ‘‘What is that to thee ?” 
Confult your own fafety, and rejoice that it is not yet too 
late. Remember how fuddenly I was fummoned away: 
‘“« A warning was denied.” ‘ To-morrow, perhaps, thou 
fhalt be with me.” Nay, even, “ This Night thy foul may 
be required of thee.” More, O much more, could I fay. 
But here I muft flop. This laft and beft office, pity pleads 
with me to render. May you be wife, and profit by ir— 
Farewell. 


* Luke; xvi. 29, 31: 


Oo 
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A SOLEMN CALCULATION. 


a 6 te aggregate population on the furface of the known 
habitable globe, is eftimated at 895,300,000 fouls. 
If we reckon, with the ancients, that a generation lafts 30 
bang then in that {pace 895,300,000 human beings will be 
orn and die; confequently 81,760 muft be dropping into 
eternity every day—3,407 every hour,—or about 56 every 
minute! How awful is the reflection!” =~ 
Reader, is it not the moft dreadful infatuation to trifle with 
eternal things, on the brink of that awful world, into which 
more than 


“ A thoufand wretched dying fouls have fled 
Since the laft fetting fun.” Warts. 


Thou art yet in the number of the “ living, who know that 
they fhall die.” Oh! may it be thy concern and mine, fo to 
“‘number our days, that we may apply our hearts to that 
wifdom,” which makes men “ wife unto falvation, through 
faith which is in Chrift Jefus.” 


aD i a 
WISE REPLY OF A PIOUS ARCHBISHOP. 


HEN Archbifhop Leighton was afked why he did not 

reach on the political fentiments of the times, as all 

the reft of his brethren did? he anfwered, “that if all the 

reft of the brethren preached on time, then furely one poor 
brother might preach on eternity.” Burnet. 


—P > ae 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the late Rev. James Turner, 
Pastor of the Baptist Church in Cannon-strect, Birming- 
ham, to the late Rev. Joun RYLAND, sen. Pastor of the 
Baptist Church in College-lane, Northampton. Dated the 
29th of Fuly, 1765. 


“6 A PROVIDENCE, equally remarkable, and awful, 

hath lately happened amongft us. One of our mem- 
bers has been violently perfecuted by her hufband for eight 
or nine years together; and he has not only kept her from 
meeting, but has beat and abufed her moft abominably, 
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and has often threatened to kill her, and once had like te 
have poifoned her; but the fnare was broken, and fhe efca- 
ped. They lived about three miles out of town, but he 
has often {worn he would come and pull me out of the 
houfe, and I know not what mifchief he would do me be- 
fides. 

“Some time fince, fhe was taken very ill, and he cons 
defcended to have me come and vifit her; and not only fo, 
but came to fetch me himfelf; and I went, and prayed with 
her, and he kneeled with us, and feemed forrowful that he 
had ufed her in, fuch a manner, and promifed to let her 
have her liberty for the future, &c. But behold! fhe no 
fooner recovered, than his ugly fpirit returned! But how 
will you bear to hear the reft?—About five or fix weeks 
ago, he was killed by his waggon! Inhis dying moments 
he begged of his wife to pray tor him, and gave her all he 
had.” 


—_——~——aa G> Ge 


Serious Reflection in the Moment of Folly. 


[An Extract. ] 
« SOCIETY of gentlemen, moft of them poffeffed 


of a liberal education and polifhed manners, but 


who unhappily had been feduced from a belief in the facred 
Scriptures, ufed to affemible alternately in each other’s 


houfes, on the banks of the Tweed, for the purpofe.of rie’ 


<liculing Revelation, and hardening one another in their ins 
fidelity. At laft, they unanimoully formed a refolution 
folemnly to burn the Bible; and fo to be troubled no more 


with a book which was fo hoftile to their principles, and 


difquieting to their confciences. The day fixed upon came ; 
a large fire was prepared ; a Bible was laid upon the table, 
and a flowing bowl ftood ready to drink its dirge. For the 
execution of their plan, they fixed upon a young gentleman 
of high birth, brilliant vivacity, and elegance of manners, 
but whofe name is concealed, from a regard to his honour- 


able and truly worthy family. He undertook the tafk ; and, 


after a few enlivening glaffes, amidit the applaufes of his 


jovial compeers, he approached the table, took up the Bible, 


and was walking refolutely forward to put it in the fire ; but, 
happening to give it a look, all at once he was feized with 
trembling, palenefs overfpread his countenance, and his 
whole frame feemed convulfed: He returned to the table, 
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and, laying down the Bible, faid, with a ftrong affevera- 
tion, ‘ We will not burn that book, till we get a better!” 


But— 
‘Men may /ive fools, but fools they cannot die /’ Youwne. 


For this fame gay and lively young gentleman came to die, 
and on his death-bed obtained fincere repentance, deriving 
unfhaken hopes of forgivenefs, and of future bleffednefs 


_ from that book he was once going to burn. 


“ This anecdote the writer had from feveral minifters, 
who attended him.during his laft moments.” 
, bes | IOTA. 


Mr. Benjamin Linthorn’s solemn surrender of 
weet Himself to God. 


5 Bee following may probably be gratifying to fome of 
our réaders. It was lately found among the papers 
of a perfon who lived and died a refpe€table member of an 
Independent church at Poole, in Dorfetfhire ; being writ- 
ten by him when he was about eighteen years of age, on 
the day when he made afolemn furrender of himfelf to 
God. Covenants of this kind’ were more frequent in thofe 
days than at prefent, and were recommended by perfons of 
the firft eminence for learning and piety. Among others, 
Dr. Doddridge has given us the form of one in his Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul. 


O MOST dreadful God! for the paffion of thy dear Son, 
I befeech thee accept of thy poor prodigal, now proftrating 
himfelf at thy door. I have fallen from Thee by mine 
iniquity, and am by nature afon of death, and a thoufand 
fold more the child of hell by my wicked practice. But of 
thine infinite compaflion thou haft promifed grace to me in 
Chrift, if 1 will but turn to, thee with all my heart. There- 
fore, upon the call of thy Gofpel, Iam now come in, and 
throwing down every weapon, fubmit myfelf to thy mercy. 
And becaufe thou requireft, as the condition of my peace 
with thee, that I fhould put away my idols, and be at defiance 
with all thy enemies, which I acknowledge I have wickedly 
fided | with againft thee; I here, from the hottem of my 
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heart, renounce them all, firmly covenanting with thee not 


to allow myfelf in any known fin, but confcientioufly to ufe 
all the means that I know thou haft prefcribed for the death 
and deftruction of all my corruptions. And whereas I 
have formerly and idolatroufly let out my affections upon. 
the world, I do here refign up my heart to thee that madeft 
it ; humbly protefting before thy glorious Majeity, that it 
is: the frm refolution of my heart, and that 1 unieignedly 
defire grace from thee, that, when thou fhalt call me here- 
unto, 1 may praétife this my refolution, to forfake, through 
thy affiftance, all that is dear to me in this world, rather than 
to turn from thee to the ways of fin; and that I will watch 
againft all its temptations, whether of profperity or adverfity, 
left they fhouid withdraw my heart from thee; befeeching 
thee alfo to help me againft all the temptations of Satan, to 
whofe wicked fuggeftions I refolve, by thy grace, never to 
yield myfelfa fervant. And becaufe my own righteoufnefs 
is but as filthy rags, Irenounce all my confidence therein, 
and acknowledge that I am of myfelf a hgpelefs, heiplefs, 
undone creature, without tighteoufaefs or ftrength. And 
forafmuch as thou haft of thy bottomlefs mercy offered 
moft gracioufly to mc, wretched finner, to be again accept- 
ed through Chrift, if I would accept of thee; I will call 
heaven and earth to record this day, that I do here folemnaly 
avouch thee for the Lord my God; and with all poffible 
veneration, bowing the neck of my foul under the feet of 
thy molt facred majelty, I do here take thee the Lord Je- 
hovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, for my portion, and 
my chief geod; and fo give up myfelf, body and foul, to 
thy fervice ; promifing and vowing to ferve thee in holinefs 
and righteoufnefs all the days of my life. And fince thou 
hat appointed the Lord Jefus Chrift, the only mean of 
coming unto thee, I do here, upon the bended knees of 
my foul, accept of him, as the only new and living wav 
by which finners may have accefs to thee, and do hereby 

folemnly join myfelfin marriage-covenant to him—O bleffed 
Jefus, Lcome to thee hungry, poor, wretched, and mifer- 
able; a blind and naked, 2 moft loathfome polluted wretch ; 

a guilty and condemned malefactor, unworthy for ever to 
wath the feet of the fervants of my Lord, much more to 
be folemnly married to the King of glory! but fince fuch is 
thine unparalleled love, I do beve, with all my power, ac- 
cept thee, and do take thee for my lord and hufband, for 
better, for worfe, for richer, for poorer, for all times and 
conditions, to love, honour, and obey thee before all others, 

and this te the death. Tembrace thee in all thy offices: I 
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renounce my own worthinefs, and do here avow thee to 
be the Lord my righteoufnefs ; I renounce my own wifdom, 
and do here take thee fur my only guide; I renounce my 
own will, and take thy will for my law. And fince thou 
hatt told me I mutt fuffer if I will reign, I do here covenant 
with thee, to take my lot, as itfalls with thee; and, by 
thy grace aflifting, to run all hazards with thee; verily fup- 
pofing that neither life nor death fhall part between thee 
and me. And becaufe thou haft been pleafed to give me 
thy holy law, as the rule of my life, and the way in which 
I fhould walk to thy kingdom; I here willingly put my neck 
in thy yoke, and fet my fhoulder to thy burden ; and fub- 
feribing to all thy laws, as holy, juft, and good, I folemnly 
take them as the rule of my thoughts, words, and actions ; 
promifing that though my fiefh contradiét and rebel, yet I 
will endeavour to order and govern my whole life according 
to thy direction, and will not allow myfelf in the neglect of 
any thing I know to be my duty. Only, becaufe through 
the frailty of my flefh Iam fubje& to many failings, I am 
bold humbly to proteft, that unallowed mifcarriages, con- 
trary to the fettled bent and refolution of my heart, fhall 
not make void this covenant, for fo thou haft faid.—Now, 
Almighty God, fearcher of hearts, thou knoweft that I 
make this covenant with thee this day, without any known 
guile or refervation; befeeching thee, that, if thou fpieft 
uny flaw or falfehood therein, thou wouldit difcover it to 
me, and help me to do it right, And now, glory be to 
thee, O God and Father (whom I fhall behold, from this 
day forward, and look upon as my God and Father), that 
ever thou fhoulileft find out fuch a way for the recovery of 
undone finners. Glory be to thee, O God the Son, who 
haft loved me, and wafhed me from my fins in thine own 
blood, and art now become my Saviour and Redeemer. 
Glory be to thee O God the Holy Ghoft, who by the finger 
of thine almighty power hafl turned about my heart from 
fin to God, O dreadful Jehovah! the Lerd God omnipo- 
tent! Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft! thou art now become 
my coyenant-friend ; and J, through thy infinite grace, am 
become thy covenant-fervant. Amen, amen. And this 
covenant, which I have made on earth, let it be ratified 
iit heaven! 


EENJAMIN LINTHORN. 
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EXTRACT. 


Translated from “ L’ Histoire Abregee des Martirs Francois 
du Tems de ta Reformation.” Amst, 1684. p. 58, & seq. 


[x the year 1543, Briffonet, the bifhop of Meaux, flood 
forward as a friend to the reformation in his diocefe ; but 
finding oppofition and difficulties in his way, his refolution 
failed, and he preferred his own apparent advantage 1° the 
caufe of truth. However, there were several who havin§ ©x- 
perienced the enlightening influence of the Golpel, remained 
firmly attached to it, and carefully cultivated the holyfeed 
which they had received. For this purpofe they determined 
to incorporate themfelves into a church after the example of 
that which had been formed a fhort time before at Strasburg. 
Being then affembled to the number of fourteen or fifteen, 
they proceeded, firft of all, to the eleCtion of a minifter, who 
might preach the word of God, and adminifter the facra- 
ments to them. After {pending feveral days in fafting and 
prayers, they chofe Peter Le Cierc, a woolcomber, a man 
well verfed in the Holy Scriptures, which he had diligently 
read and ftudied in fuch French verfions as were then extant. 
‘They then fixed upon the houfe of Stephen Mangin, a citizen 
of property in Meaux, and a man rather in years, as a place 
to meet in. 

They now regularly met together every Sabbath-day, and 
at other leifure times, to hear the the Scriptures read and 
explained ; to offer up their prayers; to fing pfalms and 
hymns, and to receive the Lord’s Supper, which they cele- 
brated two or three times. 

Thefe facred aflemblies daily increafedin number, fo that 
there were often as many as three or four hundred, who 
came not only out of the city, but from the country round 
about, to the diftance of five or fix leagues. Meetings fo 
large could not long be kept fecret. They were difcovered ; 
and the magiftrates informed, that the meeting was to be 
held on the 8th of September at feven o’clock in the morning, 
when the lieutenant of the city, the provoft and a number of 
officers, came to Mangin’s houfe ; and entering the meeting. 
room, they found Le Clerc expounding a paflage in the Firlt 
Epiftle to the Corinthians. The lieutenant afked, “ Why fo 
many people were met together?” Le Clerc replied, “ that 
he might know, if ye would have patience till they were 





: ee 


Lp EN OND NS IN: 


——— 


Sane tee ee —s — 
Sa 


— 
a 
~~ a 


i 
— rn 


RD Sa AN 


ee 


SS ET 


| 
i 
| 


AAA IN RR enentinn Boman 


DN EO ite 











ase 





a ee ern es eet enero 








re 





( 292 ) 

done.”—-The lieutenant then faid, “that they muft go to 
prifen.—Let us go” faid, Le Clerc “ wherefoever the Lord 
will.” He then fuffered them to fetter him, without offering 
the fmalleft refiftance. About fixty more where alfo taken, 
of different age and fex, who went finging pfalms into a 
place where they well knew the cruel treatment they were to 
experience. 

After this, informations were filed againft them, in which 
the monks did not fail to infert their calumnies. The whole 
number of prifoners were then taken to Paris, where they 
were condemned upon thefe informations, by the parliament- 
ary chantbers of vacations in the following manner : 

Fourteen to be burnt alive, after being put to the torture 
to make them difcover their accomplices. One to be hung 
up by the body while the others were burning ; then to be 
whipped and imprifoned for life in a convent, at the expenfe 
of the bifhop of Meaux. Four to affiit at the execution with 
a rope about their necks; and then to be whipped ; two of 
them once through all the fquares of Meaux, and the other 
two or three times for three fucceffive days; and the others 
to do the amende honorable, a fort of ignominious and tor- 
turous penance. Four women were difmiffed with ftri@ 
cHarges and threats againft the like conduct in future ; and fix 
females were unconditionably fet at liberty. 

After this fentence, the enemies of the Gofpel did all in 
their power to fhake the conftancy of thofe who were to be 
burnt, but without effect; though they had been feparated, 
to prevent them from encouraging each other. Thus they 
were all taken back to be executed at Meaux according to 
their fentence. | 

On the way from Paris to Meaux, a remarkable circum- 
ftance took place. As they were going through the foreft of 
Livry,a weaver called Couberon, came towards the waggons 
in which the prifoners were, and, exhorted them to fuffer 
with conftancy for the truth ; but finding that he was not 
heard by them ail, he lifted up his hands, and cried with 
all his might,*“* My brethren, remember Him who is in 
heaven!” The guards feeimg this action, had no doubt of 
his being a Lutheran ; they feized him, fettered him like the 
reft, and put him among thofe whom they judged the moft 
criminal. This man was very infltrumental towards the 
confolation of the others: His exhortations gave them new 
ftrength to fuftain the torments to which they were foon put, 
end which they all fupported with great conftancy and cou- 
rage above admiration. . 

Among the fourteen who where to fuer, there weretwe 
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érdered to be drawn to the ftake upon hurdles, Peter Lé 
Clerc, the minifter, and Stephen Mangin. The latter had 
his tongue cut out when he left the prifon ; yet he made 
two or three fuccefsful efforts to fay diftinétly enough to be 
underftood, ‘‘ Blefled be the name of the Lord!” Seven 
others had their tongues cut out. God enabled every one 
of them to perfevere with firmnefs to the laft; in the confef- 
fion of his truth, notivithftanding the tortures which they 
endured. 

The names of the fufferers, were, Peter Le Clerc, Stephen 
Mangin, Michael Caillon, James Bouchebee, John Brite- 
bane, Henry Hutinot, Francis Le Clerc, Thomas Honnore, 
John Bandouin, John Flefche, John Pequeri, Peter Peque- 
ri, John Matiflon, Philip Petit. 


————— CP aaa 
SIMILIES: 


AS the Roman generals, after a complete conqueft, firft 
entered the city privately, and, having obtained licenfe 
of the fenate, made their triumphant entry with all the 
magnificence and {plendour becoming the greatnefs of their. 
victories: So, after a faithful Chriftian has fought the good 
fight, and is come off more than a congeror, he enters pri- 
vately into the celeftial city; but when the body 1s raifed to 
immortality, he fhall then, in the company, and with the ac- 
clamations of the holy angeis, have a glorious entry into. it. 

Asa talent of gold however valuable; would accelerate 
the deftruétion of a man when finking in the fea, rather than 
afford him affiftance: So speculative knowledge alone, in 
whatever degree it may be poffeffed, will but aggravate the 
final mifery ot thofe who depend upon it. 

- As the eye that has gazed upon the fun admits not direct. 
ly any other objeét: So the mind that contemplates the glo- 
ry of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift, has no room for any 
thing elfe to enter. 

—__— @ aaae——— 


SELF-RELIGION DANGEROUS. 


Drar Sir, 


] HAVE often feen the book advertifed to which you refer, 
“The Principles of Religion drawn from the Heart 


lone.” If I remember right, is the title of it. But, what a 
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sctle for a book to be written, and what a 4024 to be read arid 
received bya Chriftian man! If the contents an{wer the title, 
which by your account feems to be underft6od, permit me 
freely to fay, that nothing fhort of eternal danger can attend 
embracing them: for, if my religion flows from my heart as 
its fource, then my Bible becomes an ufelefs book, and the 
Holy Spirit’s teaching is a thing of nought. 
Look at our flate of innceence. Did the nature, the ob- 
ject, the end, of religious worfhip proceed from man? It 
would be as modeft, it would be as true, to fuppofe his ex- 
iftence to be of himself as his religion ; for in that cafe, all 
the revelation which the Creator might choofe to make of 
himfelf, or of his will, to his creature, would at once be fu- 
perfeded by the previous se/f-sufficiency of man. It may not 
be intended by the author of your buok, but, if allowed, this 
would be carrying the prineiple of Dezsm to its higheft pitch 
indeed ; for, if my heart be the fountain of religion, then all 
my fupernatural revelation comes too late for my fervice. 
Yes, it is even more than this—it is Afheism in embryo ; 
for, if my religious principles be drawn from my heart, and 
not from his perfections and his will, then the moft high 
God can be neither the efficient nor direéting caufe of the 
worfhip I offer him. And though, by prefent fuppofition, 
{I am not tainted with fin, and therefore my foul and all its 
powers are at fuil liberty to offer him the beft and the high- 
eft which a creature can produce ; yet, can any man foberly 
fuppofe that the sed/-originated religion of a creature, even 
though innocent, can poffibly be fuitable to the majefty, the 
goodnefs of God ; to the holinefs of his nature, the wifdom 
of his government, and the riches of his grace? The idea, 
if admitted, fupplants his exiftence altogether. I have long 
believed, nor is it'hard to prove, if any argument can be 
made conclufive, that the true objeét of worthip is effentially 
and infinitely fuperior to the holieft and happieft of all his 
worfhippets ; that all worfhip, which is worthy of and ac- 
ceptable to him, muft neceffarily proceed from himfelf; and 
that, therefore, it is the province of the creature to receive 
Jrom him, and not devise from his own heart, the principles 
of his religion. The higheft end of man is to glorify God 
and enjoy him forever. Butthis cannot pofhbly be experi- 
enced, unlefs the bleffed God be Himsetr the fole efficient 
and dire€ting caufe of our religion, both in principle and 
practice. If, therefore, the heart of man, when innocent, 
cannot be the fuppofed origin of religious worthip, without 


fuch dangerous abfurdities and confequences, what is to be — 


expeéted of him now he is a fallen creature? A moment's 
refieGtion will inform us. 
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That he is a fallen creature has been virtually confeffed by 
heathen moralifts, and is openly declared in the facred page ; 
and ftands confirmed by the conftant evidence of experience 
and of faét. Can fuch principles of religion as are accepta- 
ble to God be educed from an underitanding that is totally 
ignorant of him; from an heart that is an enmity againit 
him? This fuppofition, if pofible, is more dangerous than 
the former; for this idea fuppofes him to approve that which 
is not only contraty to his ward, but alfo contrary to his na- 
ture! Look at the Pagan, the Mahometan, the Papal re- 
ligion, and you wiil fee what principles the heart of man pros 
duces fince the fall. Perhaps i it will be faid, ** This book 
was written for Protestanis.” Be itfo. A very fuperficial 
view of the religion, even of proteftants, will atford us abuns 
dant proof that its principles, as drawn from the heart 
of man, are in friendship with every vice, and with every 
error? but in opposition to every dottrine of Gofpel truth, 
and all experience of its gracious power. And yet let his 
creed and his conduct be as they may, what Proteitant does 
not confider himfelf a good Chriftian? Nor is the decep- 

tion, however alarming and awful, at all furprifing ; becaufe 
the heart of every man, the {uppofed origin of hts religion, 
is de ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can 

know it? -Jerem. vi. 9. It calls evil good, and good evil ; 
puts darkness for light, and light for darkness. But there is 
a woe denounced on the man that is governed by fuch a prin- 
ciple, which fhall not fail of its execution, Ifai. v. 20. 

You will fay, ‘*‘ The author does not imagine that good 
principles of religion can be had from the dregs of mankind, 
but trom reason, which is our guide in religion.” Let this 
by i fuppoled. Muft we be determined by your reafon or 
mine ? You add, “I mean that reason, or ‘light, which God 
gives to every man, and which every one ought to ufe for 
himfelf. .—\Tis from hence that his religious principles are 
to be drawn to direct his ways.” I would beg leave to afk 
here, How is it then, that this reason difbelieves, that this 
light denies, the leading truths of revealed religion, if it be 
of God? Can God implant ia man a principle to oppofe 
himfelf? But, where is the man, who walks by this faid 
light or reason, that receives the Scripture account of ori- 
ginal fin? By whom is not the crofs of Chrift elteemed fool. 
iihnefs? 1 Cor. i. 18. Who approves the things of the Spi- 
ritof God? 1 Cor. ii. 14. Why thould an avowal of the 
diftinguithing do&trines of grace be deemed bigotry, and a 
practical proteflion of them become offenfive ? And yet, do 
you not sngw, do you not feel, that thefe things are facts? 
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But what, I would wifh to know, what has reason fubflitu. 
ted in the room of thefe divine truths ? what religious princi- 
ple that is capable of healing a guilty confcience,—of fup- 
porting the foul in the ftruggles of a dying hour,—of giving 
boldnets in the tremendous dav of judgment ? What falvati- 
on, what Saviour has it provided? What regard has it fhown 
for the honour of God in faving finners? Or, are there no 
finners to be faved ? Or, is not God to fave them? Thefe 
queries deferve an honett, an earneft attention. 

But you inquire,‘ Is not every man at liberty to form an 
opinion for himfelf, and to aét upon it when he has fo done?” 
1 anfwer—(1.) No man is lord of his neighbour’s confci- 
ence ; and therefore every man is at liberty to judge for him- 
felf ; for every one of us shall give account of himself to God, 
Rom. xiv. 12. But—(2.) Opinion is not a religious princi- 
ple : If it be, then there muft not be only diverfe, but con- 
tradictory principles of religion ; which is abfurd and dil- 
honourable to God, and therefore cannot be admitted. If 
the heart of man, his reason or his light, be deligned of God 
to be the fountain whence his religicus principles are to be _ 
drawn, how is it that the capital doctrines of the Gofpel are 
either denied, or candidly concealed, or explained away, for 
fear of confequences ? As to God, what difhonour can arife 
to him from a cordial reception of all/his word? Asto our- 
selves, how can a fuitable practice be fupported, or even 
exift, without experience? And what fort of religious ex- 
perience muft that be, which is not founded on a gracious 
knowledge of divine truth! The deity and fatisfaction of 
Chrift,—the perfon and work of the Holy Spirit,—electing, 
fanctifying, and perfevering grace : no more enter into the 
religion of fome profeffors, than feven fenfes into the hu- 
man frame. You may as ealily perfuade them to receive 
the one for truth as the other. Again, (3.) If men act on 
their own opinions, efpecially as they are fo various and in- 
confiftent, they mutt, in fact, rejeét the Scriptures as a stan- 
dard of truth, and the bleffed Spirit as a teacher of truth ; be- 
caufe heis not yeaandnay. ‘This, you fee, brings us to the 
thought with which we began. And it is a truth which 
none can overturn, that, if the Bible be not the man of our 
counfel decilively, and the Holy Spirit our interpreter with. 
out appeal, our religion will not profit us in the day of wrath. 
As a guide to vital religion, our /ight or reason is blind, 
impotent, foolith. It never thows us our real ftate as {in- 
ners,—the importance and neceflity of the falvation of Chrift; 
vor the certain, eternal happinefs of thofe who are partakers: 
yiit. No, my.friend, it never leads the man out of him, 














f 


( 297 ) 


felf for an objeét of truft and dependance ; and therefore his 

hope is loft, and his thoughts perifh for ever, Pf. cxlvi. 4. 

Prov. xxviil. 26. Jerem. xvii. 5. Here, you obferve, the 
Ged of truth, without apology, declares fuch a man to bea 
fooland accursed. How awiully dangerous is it then to fend 
a man to his own Aeart for his religious principles ; where 
nothing but darknefs and deftruction are found : “* What! 
(fay you,) mutt my light and reason be fubjeé to faith ?” Yes, 
and faith itfelf muft be fubje& to the word and fpirit of God, 
or you will be forever aitranger to the enjoyment of his 
prefence. Atall events, therefore, my foul has a more folid 
ground of hope than yours ; for my reafon is the {cholar, not 

the tutor. And, if my tutor be an infallible guide, and you 
cannot prove it is not, then I am safe; but where are you ? 
You exift, but were? Whither has your light led you? Jf 
the light that is in thee be darkness, HOW great is that dark- 
ness {! And you know who faid, Take heed therefore, that 
the light which is in thee be not darkness. See Matt. vi. 23. 
Luke, xi. 35. The faét is, that religion, whofe principles 
are drawn from the human heart, is altogether repugnant to 

the word of God, wholly derogatory to the character of 
Chrift, and perfeétly oppofite to the experience and hopes 
ofa gracious man. This, by the way, is no mean proof, in 
its place, that the Bible is not of man, but of God. Happy 
the man who is enabled to deny himfelf, and to reft his whole 

falvation on a juft and gracious God in Chrift Jefus. May 
this be your religion and mine ! 

I am, 


MINOR QUAM NIL. 


--——agp €P ae ——— 


ETERNITY OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 
Drar Sir, Kett. May 29, 1795. 
AVING a little leifure, I now attend to the requeft of 
Brightonensis, who wifhes to fee a “ Scriptural and 

reafonable defence of the eternity of hell torments, in oppo- 
fition to the notion of the final redemption of both men and 
devils, from eternal fire to the enjoyment of God in glory.” 

If this correfpondent wifhes to fee the fubject thoroughly 
difcuffed, he fhould read Dr. Edwards’ Anfwer to Dr. 
Chauncey upon it. I know nothing that I can offer more 
fuitable to the prefent occafion than the copy ofa letter which 
was addreffed to a minifter now living, who had embraced 
tne uniyerlal {cheme. 








( 298 ) 


K. , Feb. 14, 1793. 
“ My Dear Friinn, 

« It has afforded inc fome painful concern to hear of your 
having embraced the fcheme of univerfal falvation. When 
you was at K , you appeared to me to be of a fpeculating 
difpofition. Ihave long thought fuch a turn of mind to be 
very advantageous, or very dangerous : Perfons of this de- 
fertption either make great advances in truth, or fall into 
greaterrors. I cannot, in this letter, enter deeply into the 
controverty ; i nor is there any necellity for it, as Lam told that 
Dr. Edwards’s Anfwer to Dr. Chauncey is in your hands. 
I earneltly with you may read that piece with care, imparti- 
ality, and opennefs to conviction. { think you oughtto have 
read it before you advanced your change of fentiment ; and 
I greatly with you had: For though I do not queftion your 
opennels to conviétion, any more than I fhould that of any 
other perfon in your fituation, y et I know fomething of what 
is mman; [know it isa very rare thing when we have once 
openly disavowed a sentiment, ta return toit, and openly avow 
wtagain, ‘Vhere ure many inftances of people changing 
their principles, and there may have been initances of the 
other, but Ido not recollect any, _Falfe fhame, fupported 
by miftaken pride, forms here a very powerful temptation. 
The dread of being accufed of v erfatility and indecifion, in- 
fenfibly obtains fuch a dominion over the mind, as to blind 
it to one fide of the argument, and to give efficacy to every 
thing that looks like an argument, or the thadow of an argu- 
ment on the other. 

‘< Tt is certainly a very ferious matter that we do noterr 
in our miniftrations. Error in a minifter may affect the 
eternal welfare of many. I hope I may*prefume upon ihe 
friendlinefs of your temper, while I expoftulate with you 
upon the fubjedt. I will not be tedious to YOU, but let me 
intreat you to confider the following things 

“ Firft, whether your change of fentiment has not arifen 
from an idea of endlefs punifhment being in itfelf unpust. 
If it has, confider whether this docs not arife from diminu- 
tive notions of the evil of fin; wActher you be not too much 
infe@ted by fin yourfelf to be a proper judge of its demerit; 
¢ company of criminals would be very improper judges of 
the equity and goodnefs of a law which condemns them ;) 
whether you do not hold a principle, from which it will fol- 
low, that millions will be finally happy who will not be in- 
debted to either the grace of God, or the death of Chrift, 
ior their happinefs, and confequently muit have a Heaven to 
themfelves, not being able to join with thefe who afcribe 
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theirs to God and the Lamb. For if endlefs mifery be 
anjust, exemption from it mutt be the finner’s rzgit, and 
can never be attributed to mercy ; neither could a mediator 
be needed to induce a righteous God to liberate the fimner, 
when he had fuffered his full defert. In fine, confider whe« 
ther you do not contradict your own experience. { think 
you have told me of your great diftrefs of foul, arifing from 
a confcioufnefs of your deferving to be caft out of God’s 
favour, and banifhed for ever from his prefence. Can vou 
now fay, that you did not deferve this? Do you not deferve 
it {till ? lf you do, why not others? 

se Secondly, Confider whether the genius of the sentiment 
in que stion, be not opposite to that of every other sentiment 
in the Bible. The whole tenor of Scripture saith to the 
righteous, it shall be well with him, and ta the wicked, it 
shall be ill with him: But univertal falvation faith not only 
to the righteous, but the wicked, it fhall be well at laft. with 
him. Do confider whether you can find any one Scripture 
truth that refembles it in this refpect. What doérine, be- 
fides this, can you find in the Bible, that affords encourage- 
ment to a finner going on ftill in his trefpaffes, and which 
furnifhes ground for hope and joy, even fuppofing him to 
perfevere in fin tilldeath? Inftead of fiding with God againit 
a wicked world, as a fervant of God ought to do, is not this 
a fiding with a wicked world againlt God, and encouraging 
them to believe, what they are apt enough to believe without 
encouragement, that they shall huve peace, though they add 
drunkenness to thirst? Wo is me, taid an Apo file, if I preach, 
not the Gospel! If an angel from Heaven preach any ether 
Gospel, he is declared to be accursed! Do ferioufly coniider 
whether the doétrine of univerfal falvation will not render 
your preaching another Gospel. The Gofpel of C hrift 1S 
good tidings to the meek, healing to the bro ben hearted /, and 
comfort to them that mourn; but muft not yours be good 
tidings to the proud and the impenitent, and comfort to 
thofe whom the Scripture declares under condemnation and 
the curfe? The Gofpel of Chrift is a fyftem of holinefs, a 
fyftem entirely oppotite to every vicious bias of the human 
heart, a fyftem, therefore, w hich no unrenewed heart em- 
braces—jhe that believeth that Fesus is the Christ, is born of 
God :—But the good news which you ‘mutt publifh requires 
no change of heart‘that it may be embraced, being juift 
fuited to the wifhes of an abandoned mind. 

“Thirdly, Confider whether your miniftrations, on this 
principle, will not favor of his who taught our firft parents, 
Ze shall not surely dies Uf you fhould raife the hopes of 











the ungodly part of your audience, that though they fhould 
live and die in their filthiness, yet they fhall not be filthy 
still; though they go down to the pit, yet it fhall not prove 
bottomless ; though the worm may prey upon them, yet at 
fome period or other it fhall die ; and though they may have 
to encounter devouring fire, yet they fhall not dwell in ever- . 
fasting burnings: If, I fay, vou fhould raife fuch hopes, 
and if all at laft thould prove a deception, think how you 
will be able to look them in the face another day ; and what 
is {till more, how you will be able to look Hr in the face 
who charged you tobe pure from the blood of all men, and to 
say unto the wicked, it shall be ill with him, for the reward 
of his hands shall be given him! 

“* My dear friend! do not take it unkindly. My foul is 
grieved for you, and for the fculs of many around you. 
How are you asto peace of mind, and communion with 
God? Beware of the whirlpool of Socinianifm. From 
what T underftand of the nature and tendency of your prin- 
ciples, it appears to me you are already within the influence 
of its deftruétive ftream. All who hold this fentiment, [ 
know, are not Socinians ; but there are few, if any Socinians, 
who do not hold this fentiment, which is certainly of a 
piece with their whole fyftem. It would greatly rejoice 
iny heart to be able to acknowledge you, as heretofore, my 
brother, and fellow labourer in the Gofpel of Jefus Chrilt. 
Do let me hear from you, and believe me to be 7 


Yours, very affeCtionately, &e. &c.” 


N. B. The writer of this letter was never indulged with 
an anfwer. If it may be thought of any ufe, you are at 
liberty to infert it in the Evangelical Magazine. 

From yours, 


GAIUS. 


ON SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. 


at ie E following Rules are very ufeful:—Firft, No part 
of Scripture appears mean, if it be rightly underftood. 
2d. Though there be a moft lively and alluring fimplicity, 
in the true explication of Scripture, yet nothing but {piritual 
experience can make that evidence rightly underflood. 3d, 
As a pafiage of Scripture, truly underftood, under the illu- 
minating influence of the Holy Ghoft, doth, by its own 
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hight and powcr, manifeft itfelf to be the true mid. of 
God, it is not fafe to deal too much in criticisms ; as they 
are apt to lead men into uncertain fpeculations. 4th, If a 
truth be manifefted to our confcience, as clearly taught or 
enforced in many places of Scripture, we ought to hold it 
faft, notwithftanding many apparent difficulties, ftill waiting 
on the Lord, till he folve them in his own time and way, 
(Prov. ii. 1to 7.) 5th. Though every adult child of God 
be, in his own meafure, enlightened in the knowledge of 
the Scriptures, by the Holy Ghoft, all of them ought ear- 
neftly to endeavour to obtain more and more of his illumi- 
nations. (Hof. vi. 3. 2 Pet.i.19. Proy. iv. 7.) 6th. As 
we mult caretully beware of impofing a meaning of our 
Own upon any text of Scripture, fo we ought to beware of 
confining its fenfe, and fo neglecting to dig farther into its 
meaning. In many cafes, a proper confociation of parallel 
texts will be found of great ufe for explaining of the Lord’s 


word, which is exceeding broad. 
TIMOTHY. 


———p +): ae 


MELANCHOLY EVENT. 


On Saturday August 15th, the following melancholy event 
happened at the Mil, near West-lane, Rotherhithe. 


A’ John Barefoot was fuperintending fome part of the 
bufinefs of the mill, he was fuddenly entangled by it, 
and literally torn to pieces before it could be ftopped: He 
has left a wife and one child. His widow, who ts again 
pregnant, is in neceflitous circumftances ; and the gentlemen 
who own the mill are foliciting fubfcriptions for her fupport, 
till fine has laid-in, when the means to go out to fervice. | 
About a year and a half ago, as this young man was paf- 
fing Mr. T—’s meeting, on the evening of a Lord’s day, 
after having fpent the other part of it in a carelefs, prophane 
manner; he was prompted by curiofity to go in. He no 
fooner was feated, and began to liften, than he fufpected 
Mr. T—’s eyes were principally directed towards him, and 
he was, he thought, confirmed in this idea, by the things 
{poken being fo very applicable to his character and conduct. 
He was afhamed to go out, and yet the addrefs which the 
minifter was making to thoughtlefs finners in general, ap- 
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peared fo immediately direéted to him, that he was much 
agitated, and afhamed to look up. Service being ended, 
he hafted out of the place, and told fome of his companions 
that he would never be caught in there any more. Notwith- 
ftanding this ftrong and haity refolution, the truths he had 
heard continued fo powerfully to imprefs his mind, that he 
could not get rid of them, and the more he thought of 
them, the more his mind was affeCled by them; and on the 
return of the Lord’s day, he found himfelf unable to retift 
the defire he had to attend worfhip again in the fame place. 
He accordingly went, and fo abundantly did the Lord blefs 
the word to his foul, that he became an earneft feeker after 
the kingdom of God; and his righteoufnefs, Matt. vi. 33; 
never more forfook the ordinarices of God’s houfe, but walk- 
ed in the way of God, with growing comfort and delight, 
to the day on which God took him home to himfelf, 

The morning on which this awful providence befel him, 
he was reading his Bible the whole time he was at break- 
fait: His breakfaft finifhed, and his Bible clofed, he re- 
turned to the mill, little fulpedting that he was juft apes 
the point of going to his father’s houfe above. John xiv. 2. 


———a (> 4 — 


A LETTER to a young Female Friend, cautioning her 


against the danger of an improper connexion. 


Mapam, 


OME apology would perhaps be neceflary for troubling 
you with the following lines, did not the exigency of 
the cafe warrant me to trefpafs on your patience; and as it 
is on a fubje&t which of all others molt concerns your future 
welfare, I truft you will attend to what I have to fay with 
deliberate compofure, and weigh whatever arguments I may 
adduce in the fcale of unbiaffed judgment. But as it is re- 
ifite to make known the motives which induced me to 
intereft myfelf in a caufe which cannot any way affeé& me, 
I muft premife, that, from my fituation in life I cannot 
have the fmalleft intereft, either dire@tly, or indirectly, in 
the iflue of any trésiliabion of yours; and confequently 
muft be exonerated from the moft diftant charge of finiftér 
motives in the prefent cafe. Ihave for fome years known 
you as a profefior of Chriftianity, and may venture to fay, 
ave long refpeéted you as a difciple of Chrift; and though 
I can boaft of an acquaintance with yeu, yet it is by no 
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means prudent te myfelf to hazard.a verbal converfation 
on the fubject. W ith a view therefore to fave you from 
deftruéction, I take up my pen to fay it was with much af- 
tonifhment I lately hear d you were on the eve of a matri- 
; monial alliance with Mr. At firft I confidered it as 
; the production of a flanderous tongue; but it has fince 
been told me in fo ungueftionable a fhape, that I am necef- 
fitated to give credit to a tale, I would gladly have believed 
to be untrue. You cannot be unacquainted, Madam, with 
the treatment the late wife of Mr. received at his hands; 
as I am periuaded there are but few perfons in who 
knew that pair, but can witnefs he ruled her with a rod of 
iron. If this was experienced by a woman whofe age was 
- nearly parallel with his own, is it likely you will meet a 
milder fate, whofe years are fo difproportionate? Reflection 
mutt convince you there is no ftation in life where jealoufy 
is more predominate than in the unequal union of the fexes, 
whether confidered as to age or fortune. 

Love is caufed by a fimilitude in the difpofitions and affec- 
tions, and muft be cemented by a matual confidence and 
efteem! but, is it probable that youth and age can experience 

‘ the power of attraction, when their paffions and purfuits 
are not the fame? Surely not; and therefore fuch an union 
mutt be contrary to the laws of nature, and the moral pre- 
4g cepis of the Deity. Mr. is allo a man whofe debilitated 
habit of body renders him totally unfit to be the companion 
of a woman of fenfibility; more than half the year he is 
afflicted with a diforder which often over-balances the tem- 
pers of the meek and patient; and if fo, I leave to your 
own reflection what muft the experience of*a man whofe 
conduét is by nu means fuch as fhould adorn the hufband 
of a pious woman.— It cannot be unknown to you, that the 
§ family in general, fo far from being profeffors of Chriftiani- 
# ty, evidently evince the depravity of their morals, by liv- 
a ing in the open practice of iniquity, and declaring by their 
actions, that, if not profeffional, they are practical Atheifts. 
As the younger branches of that family are (I believe) in- 
dividually older than yourfelf, you will natur ally imagine 
they are (and I know it to be the cafe), totally averfe to the 
union in every point of view: What felicity can you then 
expect in your domettic concerns? Can your happinefs cen- 
tre in aman, whofe age is more than double your own, 
efpecially when you find yourfelf degraded and defpifed by 
his own kindred? Suppofe for a moment, Madam, your 
partner taken off by death, yourfelf perhaps furrounded 
with an infant family, neglected by your hufband’s relations, 


your offspring expofed to the infults and degradation of thofe 
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who ought to proteét them, and their mother forfaken and 
condemned by thofe whom fhe formerly called their friends, 
for the inconfiderate action which expofed them to mifery 
and woe? 

Can you believe, Madam, that a man who has hitherto 
lived in the practice of vice and immorality, will permit 
you to attend the ordinances of God with your accuftomed 
regularity? Can you, dare you hazard the falling off from 
religious duties by fubjecting yourfelf to the caprice of one 
who is a ftranger to them? Or can you expofe yourfelf to 
the indignation of a juftly offended God, by uniting your- 
felf with a man who has lived in open rebellion againtt him? 
I hope not; and e’er it be too late, would intreat you to 
reflect on the fatal confequences that would enfue, and avoid 
a ftep that muft prove your inevitable ruin. As you value 
your immortal part, flee from the delufive dream, and by 
immediately difmifling him from your company, preferve 
your character from juft cenfure, and your mind trom the 
infupportable torture of felf-reproach. 

I fear you have foflered a ferpent in your bofom, having 
reafon to believe a female acquaintance (friend [ cannot 
call her,) has endeavoured to torward the addreffes of Mr. 
by an artful concealment of his real character. If this 
be truly the cafe, remember that even religion may be a 
cloak for vice, and the fpecious mafk of friendfhip may be 
ufed to deceive unguarded innocence, — 

For thus intruding on your patience, I think there is 
little caufe to apologife, the writer having your welfare at 
heart, and being actuated by no other motive than your 

rivate good, and the prefervation of your future peace. 
will therefore clofe this epifile by recommending you 
in prayer to the interference and prote¢tion of the Aimigh- 
ty, that he may preferve and keep you from the impend- 
ing danger. Whatever your prefent opinion may be of 
me, you will one day think me your friend, though at 
prefent, UNKNOWN. 





—_——eep 6) ee — 
7 CHRISTIAN PATIENCE, 


N the prefent world, every Chriftian has need of patience. 
I It is not poffible to live in comfort, without the exercife of 
this grace. It isa choice remedy for every malady. With- 
out it, Job would have utterly fainted in the day of his ad- 
yerfity. Without it, Paul could not have been contented in 
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his various conditions. Its effe€tual operation is not to de- 
ftroy the Chriftian’s fenfibility, and to form in his bofom the 
heart of a ftoic; but it is to enable him to bear his triais and 
and afflictions with a calm fubmiffion to the divine will, and 
to wait, with humble refignation, the Lord’s own time and 
way for accomplifhing thofe divine and precious promifes on 
which his moft pleafing expeCtations are founded. Afflic- 
tions of body, difappointments in life, temptations and buf- 
fetings of Satan, the contradiction, oppofition and perfecu- 
tion of men, together with the occafional hidings of God’s 
lovely face, and his feeming delays to anfwer prayer, may be 
expected in this militant ftate ofthe church; but in the midft 
of all, let patience have its perfect work, and the pious foul 
will not defpair; nay, it will even glory in tribulation. We 
have heard of the patience of Job; he had great need thereof. 
There was a day when melancholy tidings reached his ears. 
One doleful meffenger arrived after another with intelligence 
ftill more difmal and difaftrous ; that, after being informed 
of the deftruétion of his oxen and afes, his fheep, camels and 
fervants, the fourth and laft meflenger arrived with the 
dreadful news that his fons and daughters were eating and 
drinking in their eldeft brother’s houfe, when, mournful to 
relate! a great wind from the wildernefs fmote the four 
corners of the houfe, that it fellin, and killed every one except 
the individual who efcaped to bring the fad account. In 
thefe diftrefing and overwhelming circumftances, behold 
what patience, in connexion with other graces, did for Job. 
He did not curfe God, and kill himfelf, but in patience pof- 
feffed himfelf, and faid, ‘‘ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, blefled be the name of the Lord!” It was 
patience which made the holy Pfalmift open not his mouth 
in murmurs, when confumed by the blow of the hand of God, 
This made Aaron hold his peace, when his fons Nadab and 
Abihu were flain by fire from the Lord. It was the exercife 
of his grace which enabled Eli to fay, “It isthe Lord: Let 
him do what feemeth him good,” when he was inturmed by 
Samuel that the Lord would judge his houfe for ever. The 
apoftle James tells the brethren to take the prophets for an 
example of patience. Jefus teftified of them, in his fermon 
on the Mount, that they had been perfecuted ; and we know 
how Daniel and Jeremiah fuffered in that way; but patience 
enabled them to endure, and that without murmuring. 
Patience appeared confpicuous in the apoftles, and particular- 
ly in Paul, when, in the view of bonds, afflictions and death, 
he could calmly and truly fay, “‘ None of thefe things move 
me,” But never did patience appear in fuch perfection as 
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in the ever-bleffed and adorable Jefus. This man of for- 
rows, who endured all kinds of miferies, never once mur- 
mured. He was brought asa lamb to the flaughter ; and, 
as a fheep before the fhearers is dumb, fo he openeth not his 
mouth. The garden in which he agonized, and the crofs 
on which he bled, bear witnefs to his patient fufferings, even 
unto death. 

But patience is exercifed not only in a calm fubmiffion to 
prefent crofles and afflictions, but alfo in waiting for the 
good things which God has promifed to give to them that 
love him. Chrift was waiting for the joy fet before him 
when he patiently endured the crofs. Mofes had refpeét to 
the recompence of reward, when he patiently fuffered afilic- 
tions with the people of God... There are many great and 
precious promifes which he has made to fuffering faints ; 
particularly, that he will not fuffer them to be tempted above 
what they are able to bear, and will make a way for their 
efcape; That their grievous chaftenings fhall produce the 
peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs ; that he will never leave 
them, but ever be with them to fupply all their needs, and 
make all things work together for their good ; and at latt to 
deliver them out of all their troubles, and take them to the 
enjoyment of an eternal weight of glory. The apodltle 
{peaks of the patience of hope, which may be the quiet wait- 
ing for God to accomplith his promifes in giving fuch enjoy- 
ment as hope had for its object. If we hope for that we fee 


not, then do we with patience wait for it. Ye have need of 


patience ; that after ye have done the will of God, ye might 
receive the promife. ‘There muft be a patient continuance 
in well doing. We mutt run with patience the race that is 
fet before us. It is through faith and patience we mutt in- 
herit the promifes. The Pfalmift waited patiently for the 
Lord, and he inclined unto him, and heardhiscry. The 
fame Lord will hear, and fave to the uttermolt all thofe who, 
in like manner, wait for him. 

Patience is a moft defirable grace. It ftands highly com- 
mended in the facred Scriptures. Solomon might well fay, 
‘¢ The patient in fpirit is better than the proud in fpirit.” 
Yes, unfpeakably better indeed ! Patience is truly and high- 
ly acceptable to God, as the apoftle Peter fays, ‘ If when 
ye do well, and fuffer for i it, ye take it patiently, this is ac- 
ceptable with God.” The patience of the churches in 
Ephefus, in Thyatira, and Philadelphia, is particularly noti- 
ced and commended ; and Paul even gloried in the Thef- 
falonians for their patience and faith in all their perfecutions 

ud tribulations, The exercife of this grace brings much 
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slory to God: Like love, it thinketh no evil; but hopeth 
and endureth all things. It views the various forrows and 
afflictions, which render its exercife neceffary, as the merci- 
ful appointment of infinite wifdom to prepare the veffels of 
mercy for the realms of endlefs glory. While it glorifies 
God, it comforts its poffeffor, and benefits the community. 
In patience, faid the bleffed Jefus, “* Possess ye your souls.” 
Impatience will not fuffer a man to enjoy any thing. Let 
him have who or what he may, while deftitute of patience, 
he has no peace, but is conftantly uneafy, and a burden to 
himfelf: But in the exercife of this grace of patience he 
has a peace, which the world cannot give, and which death 
itfelf cannot take away. ‘ 

O then for this choice and precious grace ! Where and. 
how is it to be obtained? Do we not know that the God of 
heaven is the God of all grace? From him every good and. 
perfect gift cometh. He is exprefsly called the Ged of pa- 
tience ; and all who would have it, muft pray unto him for 
it. The increafe and exercife of it may be promoted by the 
right ufe of the facred Scriptures, and a due regard to the 
difpenfations of Divine Providence. ‘The Scriptures, like 
godlinefs, are profitable unto all things, and particularly to 
perfect the man of God in the grace of patience. It is ex- 
prefsly faid, by the Apoftle Paul, that ‘“* Whatfoever things 
were written aforetime, were written for our learning; that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might 
have hope.”’ In them, not only the calls and exhortations to 
patience, but alfo the motives and arguments to promote 
the fame, are many and weighty. Hear particularly the 
apoftle James, “ Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord. Behold, the huibandman waiteth for 
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 
it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye alfo 
patient.” If we pay a due regard to the difpenfations of 
God in his providence, the fame will tend to promote our 
patience. We may daily obferve his patience and long-fuf- 
fering towards all men. He waits to be gracious, and have 
mercy, and furely then we may patiently wait for his mercy 
and grace. He bears with more provocations in us than 
we have to bear within any of our fellow-creatures. His 
afflictive difpenfations are nothing new, and the defign of 
them is to work patience in our fouls, fo as to conform us 
to himfelf, and fit us for his heavenly kingdom ; when ever- 
lafting joy fhall be upon our heads, and forrow and fighing 
fhall flee away. S. B. 
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——ue (Pp aE 
PROPERTIES OF A CHILD OF GRACE. 


[ Extracted from a Letter written by a Minister, aged about 
Twenty-three, to his Young Friends.} 


F you are born again, you fee; for a living child sees. 
what have you feen? Yourfelves finners, by nature and 
practice? In heart and life? Undone and miferable in yours 
felves? Your own infufiiciency to fave yourfelves? Perith- 
ing without an intereft in Chr itt? That you cannot be faved 
by your own righteoulnels of filthy rags? Your ftrength to 
be weaknefs, and wifdom folly, in ‘falvation-matters ? °y our 
light, in divine things, attended with darknefs? The holi- 
nefs, purity , and pertection of God’s law? your contrariety 
to it in heart and life, and inability to do any duty in that 
perfect manner it requires ? That if God had dealt with you 
according to it, in your own pe rfons you mutt have perifhed 
for ever An all-{ufficiency i in Chrift ? Suitablenefs to your 
cafe? A foul-attracting, heart-ravifhing beauty in him and 
his falvation ? That you mutt be faved by free diftinguith- 
ing grace ? 

A living child hears. Have you heard the law condemn 
and curfe you? Chrift invite you to come to him, as weary 
for reft ; naked, for raiment ; poor, for grace ? Do you ap- 
prove of Chrift ! ? Rev. iii. 20. Matt. xi. 28. Jer. iii. 22. 

A living child cries. Have you, by thefe views, been 
made to contefs fin? Proftrating yourfelves, as felf-con- 
demned, to cry for pardoning mercy and fandlifying grace? 
For ftrength, under fenfe of weaknefs? Draw me ; turn name, 
help me ; give me Chrift, whatever I be denied of. 

A living child has desires. What do you defire? Chrilt 
above all? Chrift alone? Pfa. Ixxiii. 25. His pretence as 
your chiefeft comfort and greateft joy? To have your na- 
tures fanctified, as well as fins pardoned ? To be like Chrift, 
as well as faved from wrath to come ? To have your hearts 
filled with grace, as well as heads with knowledge? ‘lo 
make God’s glory your end, and his word your rule. 

A living child must have something tolive upon. “What are 
your enjoyments ? Upon what do you live? Is Chrift fweet 
to you? Do you live by the faith of the Son of God? 7» 
whom do you ‘live 2? Rom. xiv. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 20. Col. iii. 17. 
Do you obey his commands with an eye to his glory? In 
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imitation of his example ? Depending on his arm for 
ftrength? Trufting in his merits and mediation for accep- 


tance ! 
Achild has a likeness. Towhom are you like? Are you 


breathing after holinets ; after conformity to Chrift in your 
hearts? And are your lives conformable to the word of God, 
and example of Chrift ? 


J. Ms 
—_—at C2 ae 


A MEDITATION. 


Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes 
to behold the Sun. 





E ftill, my foul, and ftand amazed at the abounding 
mercy of that God, who has called thee out of darknefs 
into his marvellous light. By nature I[ was blind to all that 
is lovely, orof good report. I faw no beauty i in the Saviour 
that I fhould defire him. My carnal mind was at enmity 
with the God of my life ; I defired not the Raotannge of his 
ways. Sin had fo darkened my underttanding, that religion 
appeared a needlefs thing ; yea, it feemed irkiome. But 
as the benighted traveller, who has journeyed long through 
the fhades of night, with pleafure behoids the returning day ; ; 
fo, ina far nobler fenfe, was my foul enamoured and de- 
lighted, when the Sun of righteoufnefs fhone on my once 
benighted mind, difpelling the dark clouds of fin and ignos 
rance, and reitoring me to the favour and triendfhip of God. 
Now religion is no longer a tafk, but a delightful privilege. 
Wifdom’s ways are pleafant, and all her paths are peace. 
My Bible no longer lies covered with duft, but I read it with 
{weet delight, beholding Jefus in every page. This is a 
light unto my feet, anda lamp unto my path. The Holy 
Spirit takes of the things of Chrift, and reveals them to me ; 
and I find them {weet indeed, fwe eeter than honey, or the 
honey-comb, 

Reader, art thou a friend of God; or art thou ftill going 
on in thy fin and rebellion againtt the Author of all thy mer- 
cy? If fo, living and dying without repentance, far better 
thou hadft never been born ; for if born but once, thou mutt 
die twice. Without a new birth thou canft not enter the 
kingdom of heaven ; for heaven is a prepared place for a 
prepared people. But if thou art renewed by divine grace, 
and art = in the light of God’s countenance, thy light 

VoL. I. Rr 
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is {weet indeed. To thee it is pleafant to behold that gic. 
rious natural luminary ; becaufe in the light thereof, thou 
feeft the variegated beauties that furround thee, each pro- 
claiming its almighty Former, and each affording matter 
for meditation and praife. But when the Sun of righteouf- 
nefs fhines into thy foul, it gives thee pleafure beyond the 
conceptions of the men of the world. ‘Then thou haft joy 
and peace in believing. Jefus is precious unto thee ; his 
name is as ointment poured forth. He is thy choicett flow- 
er ; the rofe of Sharon ; the faireft lily of the vale ; the chict 
among ten thouland, and altogether lovely. 


Thy joy isto walk in the light of his face ; 
And {till thou art talking of Jefus’s grace. 
R. °C. 


—__—— €> aa 


Mr. Epiror, 


HAVING met with the following beautiful little piece, 
in manufcript, I have tranfmitted it for infertion in the Ma- 
gazine ; as it may probably, be acceptable to fome of your 
readers, who may have been called to fullain a fimilar dif- 
penfationin Providence. ERASTUS. 


ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT. 


O° dear Francis was a lovely child; his little body 
beautifully fhaped ; and, the openings of his infant 
mind were delightful to us, as ‘the bloffoms in {pring. His 
{miles had often filled our parental hearts with joy ; and 
eight months’ acquaintance had united our affections clofely 

tohim. At this time a friend called at our houfe—a friend, 

whom we had long trufted, and always found molt affection. 
ate and faithful—his name is Jefus—a name that mutt al- 
ways be “as ointment poured out.” He faw we were un- 
able to provide for our infant charge ; and fo, without ak- 
ing our leave, he took it away with him, knowing that when 
we became acquainted with his reafons and motives, we 
fhould rather rejoice thanrepine. But, mark his tendernefs ! 
—At the fame time that he took our fweet darling to him- 


felf he left behind him, for our perufal and comfort, an ac- | 


count of what he had done, with his motives and reafons, 
expreffed in a manner calculated at once to calm, compofe, 
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and fatisfy our minds. He therein affured us, that all he 
had done, he had done in love ; that he would provide for 
our darling above all that we could afk or think ; that the 
babe fhould lie in his bofom, and lack for nothing ; that he 
fhould not have a want unfupplied, or with ungratified ; that 
he fhould never be out of his fight, or feel pain or forrow 
more. Atthe fame time, he affured us of his ability to per- 
orm all he had promifed ; and added, that in a fhort time 
he would come again, and take us too, that we and our {weet 
babe might be happy together for ever and ever !—What 
can we fay in anfwer, but “ Be it unto us according to thy 


word !” 
Ep (> 2a 


ON THE IMMACULATE LIFE OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 


PART THE FIRST. 


O ieee charaétér and work of Chrift form avery confides 
rable part of the Gofpel embaffy. The attention of 
Chriftians in all ages has been defervedly drawn towards 
this important fubject. His Godhead, his manhood, his 
miraculous conception, his life, death, refurreétion, afcenfi- 
on, and interceflion at the right hand of God, are topics, 
each of them full of the richeft confolation to believers. 
There is nothing pertaining to Chrift which is uninterefting. 
It has lately ftruck my mind, that the immaculate life of 
Chrift is a fubject that has not been infifted an in our fers 
mons and bodies of divinity in proportion to its importance 
in the evangelical {cheme. ‘The thoughts whichI have to 
offer upon this fubjeét will be contained in two parts. In 
the firft I fhall take a view of the evidences with which it is 
fupported ; and, in the fecond, confider its connexion with 
the truth of Chriftianity, and of fome of its leading princi- 
ples. 
The evidences by whichthe immaculate life of our Lord 
Jefus Chritt is fupported are as follows: Firft, Hs friends, 
who knew the most of him, and who wrote his life, describe 
him as without fault. The characters of men are often beft 
efteemed by thofe who know the leaft of them. Like works 
of art, they will not bear a clofe infpection: But thofe who 
were moft converfant with Jefus, beheld his glory, and loved, 
him beft. Peter tellsus, “ He did no fin, neither was guile 
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found in his mouth.*” He defcribes him as “ a lamb with. 
out afpott.” Paul fpeaks of him as being ‘“ made fin for 
us who knew no fint.” John teaches that “ He was mani- 
fefted to take away our fins, and in him was no fin||.”.. And 
the whole company of the difciples, in their addrefs to God, 
{peak of him as “‘his holy child Jefus.” Acts iv. 27. It is 
true, fome of the Evangelifts do not make exprefs men- 


tion of his perfe&t innocence ; but they all write his life as 


faultlefs. There is not a fhade of imperfection that attaches 
to his charaéter from the beginning to the end of their ac- 
counts ofhim. This evidence derives peculiar weight from 
the evident impartiality of thefe writers in other cafes. They 
do not hide each other’s faults, nor even their own. The 
imperfections of the apoftles during Chrift’s life upon earth, 
were numerous, and in fome cafes affecting ; yet they nar- 
rate them with the greateft fincerity. Even thofe faults 
which are moft degrading to dignity of charaéter, and the 
moft mortifying to reflect upon, they never affe& to conceal. 
They tell of their little foolifh contefts for fuperiority, of 
their carnality in defiring an earthly kingdom, and of their 
cowardice in forfaking him in the hour of «xtremity ; but 
never do they fuggeft any thing to the difadvantage of their 
Lord and Matter. 

Secondly, Ais worst enemies have never been able to sub- 
stantiate a single charge against him. Though our friends 
have the greateft advantages of knowing us, yet, it may be 
alledged, they are partial, and that the fcrutiny of an adver- 
fary is moft likely to difcover our imperfections. Be it fo : 
It is to the glory of Chrift’s character that it will bear the 
teft of both. A public challenge was given to the Jews, his 
moft inveterate enemies, to “ accufe him of fin**,” and not 
one of them dared to accept it. That which adds peculiar 
weight to this evidence is the circumftance of Chrift having 
juft before inveighed againft them with the keencft feverity. 
*¢ Ye are of your father, the devil,” faid he, “ and the lufts 
of your father ye will do. He was a liar from the begin- 
ning—and becaufe I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.” 
v. 44, 45. Under fuch charges from him, if there had been 
any fhadow of a ground for accufation, they would mott 
certainly have feized it. The apoflles gave nearly a fimilar 
challenge on behalf of their Lord as he had given for him- 
felf: They taxed their countrymen with “ having denied 
the Holy One and the Juft, and preferred a murderer before 


# 1 Pet. ti, 22. ¢ 1 Pet.i.19. $2 Cor. 0. 21. |} l Fohny, iis. 5. 
¥* Fohn, viii. 46. 
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him*.” “How are we to account for the filence of thefe ad- 
verfaries? Itwas not for want of will; it muft therefore be 
for want of power. 

But there were fome who in the life-time of Jefus did ac- 
cufe him: They faid, ‘‘ he is a wine-bibber, a friend of pub- 
licans and finners.”” They infinuated that he was ambitious. 
Jefus having declared, faying, * I am the light of the world;” 
they anfwered, ‘thou beareft record of thyfeif, thy.record 
is not true ;” and the fame objection is repeated by a modern 
Jewith writert.” They alfo charged him with blasphemy, 
in that he, being a man made himseif God: And for this fup- 
pofed blafphemy they put himtodeath. To the former 
part of thefe charges it may be anfwered, that they who pre- 
ferred them, do not appear to have believed them: If they 
had, they would have made ufe of them, efpecially when 
challenged to accuse our Lord of sin. As to the latter pare 
of them, I acknowledge, were I to embrace any fyftem of 
Chriftianity which leaves out the proper Deity of Chrift, I 
fhould be unable to vindicate him. Either his words did 
mean what the Jews underftood him to mean, or they did 
not. Ifthey did, upon every hypothefis which excludes his 
proper Deity, he wasa blafphemer ; if they did not, he 
ought explicitly, and with abhorrence, to have rejected the 
idea of making himfelf God. But, if I admit that he really 
was God manifeft in the flefh, all thefe objections fall to the 
ground. 

It is worthy of notice that modern unbelievers are not ve 
eager to attack the moral character of Chrift. Through all 
their writings, full of railing accufations on every other fub- 
ject, one cannot but remark a cautious referve upon this. 
Mr. Paine, who, in a talent of the higheft importance to the 
caufe of infidelity, I mean impudence, has had but few 
equals; even Mr. Paine declines this part of the bufinefs, 
Amidtt all his rancour againft revelation, he feems difpofed 
to follow the advice of Pilate’s wife to have nothing to do 
with that just man. ‘ Nothing,” he obferves in his Age of 
Reason, “‘ which is here faid, can apply even with the mott 
diftant difrefpeé to the real charaéter of Jefus Chrift. He 
was a virtuous and an amiable man. ‘The morality that he 
preached and prattifed was of the moft benevolent kind.” 
Whether Mr. Paine can confiftently with thefe conceffions 
rejeét the evangelical hiftory, we fhall by and by inquire ; 
luffice it at prefent to obferve, that though he difowns Jefus 
to be the fon of God, yet he ranks among the witnefles in 


* Acts, tiie 14. + Mr. Levi. 
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favour of his moral charaéter. But can it be true, we may 
be tempted to afk, that Mr. Paine, that determined adverfa- 
ry to Chriftianity, fhould have made fuch a conceffion in fa- 
vour of Chrift? Is Saul alfo among the the prophets? It is 
even fo ; nor let it appear a matter of furprife : The father of 
lies himfelf was con{trained to unite in this truth: “ I know 
thee who thou art—the holy one of God*.” 

Thirdly, Christ himself, who best knew his own heart, and 
who never was known to boast, bore witness of himself, that 
he was free from sin. Wot only did he chailenge his mott 
inveterate enemies, faying, which of you accuseth me of sin ? 
but declared, what no other man did or could, that he “ al- 
ways did thofe things which pleafed Godt ;” that there was 
““no unrighteoufnels in him{ ;” that when the prince of this 
world fhould come, he fhould “ find nothing in him} ;” and 
that he was meek and lowly in heart, a perfe&t model for his 
followers to imitate, and into whofe image they were predef- 
tinated to be conformed||.” If it be objected in the words 
of the ancient Jews, He beareth record of himself, his record 
is not true; it might be anfwered in the words of Jefus, 
“Though he bore record of himfelf, yet his record is true ; 
for he knew whence and what he was** ;” and as he was 
never known to deal in empty boafting, his teftimony has 
great weight in it. 

Fourthly, The temptations that our Lord underwent, instead 
of drawing him aside, displayed his character to greater ad- 
vantage. Seafons of temptation in the lives of men, even of 
good men, are commonly dark feafons, and leave behind 
them fad evidences of their imperfection. It was not without 
reafon that our Lord cautioned us to pray, faying, lead us 
not into temptation. There are but few, if any inftances in 
which we enter the field of conteft, and come off without a 
wound. But to our Redeemer temptation was the pathway 
to glory. There was nothing in him on which it could 
faften : Its arrows, therefore, rebounded upon the head of 
the tempter. 

In all points he was tempted, like as we are, “ yet with- 
out finft.” He underwent the trials of poverty and want. 
He was often hungry and thirfty, and had not where to lay 
his head ; yet he bore it without repining ; he wrought mi- 
racles to fatisfy the wants, and alleviate the miferies of 
others; but for himfelf, ftriflly fpeaking, he wrought no 
miracles, It was upon this ground that Satan firft accofted 


* Luke, iv. 34. + Sohn, viii. 29. $ Fohn, vit. 18. 
§ John, viii. 13, 14. || Rom, viii. 29. ** Fohn, xiv. 30, 
+t Heb. 1Ve 15. 
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him: “If thou be the Son of God, command that thefe 
{tones be made bread :”—g. d. Would I having all creation 
at command, know the want ofa piece of bread? But this 
temptation was repelled in a manner that difcovered his 
heart to be wholly devoted to the will of God. Our Lord 
had alfo temptations of another kind; he had worldly l.o- 
nours offered him. Not only did Satan prefent to him a// 
the kingdoms of the world, but the Jewifh populace would 
have made him a king even by force, it he had not withdrawn 
himfelf. If Jefus had poffefled the leaft degree of worldly 
ambition, there were arguments enow to have induced him 
to comply with the popular defire. ‘They had no king but 
Cefar, and he was a tyrannic invader; who had juft as much 
right in Judea, as the Emprefs of Ruflia and the King of 
Pruffia have in Poland. If the virtue of Jefus had retem- 
bled that of the great fages of Grecian and Roman antiquity, 
he would have embraced this opportunity, and his name 
might have been enrolled in the annals of fame. Their 
pride was to be patriots; but that which they called patriot. 
ifm was abhorrent to the f{pirit of Chrift. He poffeffed too 
much philanthropy to enter into national prejudices and an- 
tipathies ; and though the delivery of his country from the 
Roman yoke might have been doing a great piece of nati- 
onal juftice, and, in this view, very lawful for fome perfons 
to have undertaken, yet he declined it; for it made no part 
of that all-important defign for which he came into the world. 
He was doing a great work, and therefore could not come down. 

As his laft fufferings drew on, his devotednefs to God, 
and his difinterefted love to men, appeared more and more 
confpicuous. He incurred the difpleafure of the Samari- 
tans by stedfastly setting his face to go up to Ferusalem, even 
though he knew what would follow upon ita. Under the 
profpe& of his fuflerings, he prayed, faying, “* Now is my 
foul troubled, and what fhall I fay? Father, fave me from 
this hour; but for this caufe came I untothis hour. Father, 
glorify thy named!” Never furely was fuch a flood of ten- 
dernefs poured forth as that which follows in his laft dif- 
courfe to his difciples, and in all his concluding prayer for 
themc. Follow him to the Jewifh and Roman tribunals, 
and witnefs his meeknefs and patience. ‘* When he was 
reviled, he reviled not again; when he fuffered, he threaten- 
ed not, but committed himfelf to him that judgeth righte- 
oufly d. He was led as a lamb to the flaughter ; and, asa 
fheep before her fhearers is dumb, fo he opened not his 


a Luke, ixy 53. b Yohn. xii. 27,28. c John, xiii. xiv, xvi. xvii. 
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mouth *.”” There are two kinds of charaéters which ate 
common among men—oppreflive tyrants, and cringing fy- 
cophants.. The firft are Lords, the laft are flaves. But the 
character given of Chrift fhews that he was neither the onc 
nor the other. ‘* He did no violence, neither was any de- 
ceit in his mouth.” Though the Lord and Matter of his dif- 
ciples, he was amongft them as their fervant; and when 
brought before Herod and Pilate, he betrayed no figns of 
fear: but amidft their bluftering, imperious, and fcornful 
treatment, maintained a dignified filence. 

“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our for- 
rows!” Throughout his fufferings he manifefted the ten- 
dereft* concern for finners, and even for his murderers. 
The same night in which he was betrayed, he was employed 
in providing for us, by inflituting «he facred fupper ; and as 
he hung upon the crofs, and beheld his enemies, he prayed, 
“ Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they do !” 

Let not faitidious infidelity object his want of fortitude 
in the garden ; or rather, let it object, and make the moft 
itcan of the objection. It is true Ais soul was troubled ; it 
is true he prayed, faying, “‘ Father, if it be poflible, let 
this cup pafs from me!” That is, he difcovered what 
amongft naen of the moft refined fenfe are always accounted, 
the amiable weaknesses of human nature. Is it an honour un- 
der affliction to carry it off, or affect to carry it off with a 
high hand? rather, is it not an honour to feel the hand of 
God in it, and to acknowledge that we feel it? And if, 





amidft thefe feelings, we be in subjection to the Father of 


Spirits ; if, while we mcurn, we do not murmur, this is the 
higheft degree of perfection of which human nature is capa- 
ble. Such was the fpirit of our Redeemer, and fuch the con- 
clufion of his prayer in the garden, ** Not my will, but thine 
be done. 

That our blefled Lord was not deficient in real fortitude, 
is manifeft from his conduct during histrial and crucifixion. 
He feared God, and put up ftrong cries, and was heard in 
that he feared ; but he feared not men. There his {pirit 
fi;runk under the weight: but here he is firm as a rock. 
The principal engines with which he was attacked from 
men, were pain and disgrace. By the firft they deprived 
him of life, and by the laft they hoped to wound his reputa- 
tion, and cover his name with eternal infamy. But neither 
the one nor the other could divert him from his courfe : 
He endured the cross, despising the shame, and went and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God ! 


* Jas. liii. 7. 
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By the mifgivings of Chrift’s human nature in the gardeit, 
together with his firmnefs before men, we are furnifhed 
with very important inftruétions. From thence we learn, 
that the moft dreadful part of his fufferings were not thofe 
which proceeded from men, but thofe which came immedi- 
ately from the hand of God. This agrees with what is im- 
plied in that pathetical exclamation, “ My God, my God! 
why haft thou forfaken me?” He could have borne the reft, 
but this was worfe than death! How can this agree with 
any other idea of the death of Chrift, than that of his being 
a substitute for finners? Upon no other principle can his 
agony in the garden, or his exclamation upon the crofs, be 
fairly accounted for.—From whence alfo we learn the abfo- 
lute necessity of Chrift’s death for our falvation. If it had 
been possible for the great defigns of mercy to have been ac- 
complifhed without his being made a propitiation for our 
fins, there is every reafon to fuppofe that his requeft for an 
exemption would have been granted. 


GAIUS. 


—— -: 


On the Immaculate life of our Lord Fesus Christ. 
: PART Il. 


[* a former paper I confidered the evidences of the fa&t; 
in this I fhall inquire into its importance, as it ftands 
connected with the truth of Chriftianity itfelf, and of fome 
of the moft interefting branches of it. 

Firft, If the life of our Lord Jefus Chrift was immacu- 
late, it muft go a great way towards proving the ‘truth of 
the Gofpel which he taught, and of that religion which he 
inculcated. If Jefus Chrift was ‘a virtuous and an amiable 
man,” as Mr. Paine himfelf acknowledges, he muft have 
been what he profefled to be, the Son of God, and the 
Saviour of the world. To allege, as this writer does, that 
‘“‘ Chrift wrote no account of himfelf—that the hiftory of 
him is altogether the work of other people,” is mere trifling. 
If the hiftory that is written of him be undeferving of credit, 
how came Mr. Paine to know any thing about either the 
amiablenefs of his character, or the excellence of that mo- 
rality which he preached and practifed ? He knows nothing 
of either the one or the other, but through the medium of the 
evangelic hiftory; and if he admit this hiftory in one cafe, 
with what confiftency can he rejeét it in another? 


Vou. J, s 





eo 





( sis ) 


Mr. Paine affects to rank Chriftianity with other religions 
—with heathenifm and Mahomedifm, calling the New 
Teftament writers ‘‘ The Chriftian Mythologifts:” But 
what founder or teacher of any religion will he refort to, 
whofe character will bear any comparifon with that of 
Chrift? Amongft the fages of antiquity, or the teachers of 
what is called the religion of nature, there is not one to be 
found whofe life will bear a thorough fcratiny. Natural 
religion itfelf muft be afhamed of its advocates; and as to 
Mahomet, there is fcarcely any thing in his character but 
a combination of ambition, brutality, and luft, at the fight 
of which Nature itfelf revolts=}4‘Go,” fays an eloquent 
writer, “to your Natural Religion, lay before her Mahomet 
and his difciples, arrayed in armour of blood, riding in 
triumph over the fpoils of thoufands and tens of thoufands, 
who tell by his viélorious fword. Shew her the cities 
which he fet in flames, the countries which he ravaged and 
deftroyed, and the miferable diftrefs of all the inhabitants 
of the earth. When fhe has viewed him in this fcene, 
carry her into his retirements. Shew her the Prophet’s 
chambers, his concubines, and his wives; let her fee his 
adultery, and hear him allege revelation and his divine 
commiffion to juftify his luft and his oppreflion. When fhe 
is tired of this profpect, then fhew her the bleffed Jefus, 
humble and meek, doing good to all the fons of men, pa- 
tiently inftructing both the ignorant and-the perverfe. Let 
her fee him in his moft retired privacies: Let her follow 
him to the mount, and hear his devotions and fupplications 
to God. Carry her to his table to view his poor fare, and 
hear his heavenly difcourfe. Let her fee him injured, but 
not provoked. Let her attend him to the tribunal, and con- 
fider the patience with which he endured the fcoff and re- 
proach of his enemies. Lead her to the crofs, and let her 
view him in the agonies of death, and hear his laft prayer 
for his perfecutors, ‘ Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do!’ 

«¢ When natural religion hath viewed both, afk which is 
the prophet of God? But her anfwer we have already had 
when fhe faw part of this fcene through the eyes of the 
centurion who attended at the crofs; by him fhe ‘{pake and 
faid, “‘ Truly this man was the Son of God*.” 

To admit the amiablenefs of Chrift’s moral charaéter, 
and yet reject the evangelical hiftory of him, is chufing a 
very untenable ground. The hiftory which the evangeliits 


* Bishop Sherlock's Sermons, vol. i. page 270, 271. 
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have given of Chrift, evinces its own authenticity. A 
character fo drawn is a proof of its having really exifted, 
and of thofe who drew it pofleffing a mind congenial with 
it. If Chrift had not been that immaculate character which 
they reprefent, they could not have fo defcribed him. It 
is not in the power of man to invent any thing like it; the 
imagination of impoftors, efpecially, would have been ut- 
terly unequal to the tafk, fuch a picture could not have been 
drawn without an original correfponding with it. Writers 
of fiction have often produced wonderful charatters; they 
have emblazoned their heroes with extraordinary charms, 
but they are charms of a different kind from thofe which 
Jefus poffefled: The beauties of holinefs are not to be col- 
le&ted in the manner in which the facred writers have col- 
leéted them, by the mere power of invagination ; and as the 
exiftence of the picture implies the reality of the original, 
fo alfo it proves the congeniality of mind poffeffed by thofe 
who drew it. Letthe moral character of Chrift have been 
ever fo fair, a fet of impoftors could not poffibly have drawn 
it in the manner in which itis drawn ; for this it was necef- 
fary, not only that it fhould be obferved, but felt, and loved, 
and imitated. If Judas had written a hiftory of Chrift, it 
would have been a very different one from thofe which are 
tranfmitted to us, even though it had been of a piece with 
his confeffion, *‘ I have betrayed innocent blood.” 

I am not inclined to call Mr. Paine, what he calls the fa- 
cred writers, either fool or lar; but methinks it were no 
great labour to prove him both. [It certainly was no great 
mark of wisdom in him to acknowledge Chrift to be “an 
amiable chara¢ter, and that he taught and practifed morality 
of the moft benevolent kind,” in an attempt to overturn 
Chriftianity ; and the flagrant manner in which he has belied 
the facred writers, muft be manifeft to every one that is in 
the leaft acquainted with them, and will take the trouble 
to compare them with what he hath afferted concerning 
them. , 

Secondly, From the purity of Chrift’s charaéter, arifes 
an important part of his fitnefs for his undertaking: With- 
out this he could not have been a priest, a sacrifice, or a 
mediator. It was neceffary that the priefts of Aaron’s order 
fhould be without blemish, and their facrifices without spot*. 
This purity, it is true, was of a ceremonial kind, but it 
was typical of that which was moral; for in reference ta 
this it is faid ‘of Chrift, that “fuch an High Prieft became 


* Lew ante 21. Numbs xvii, 3. 9 Lhe 
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us, who is holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from 
finners. We are redeemed, not with filver and gold, but 
with the precious blood of Chrift, as of alamb without 
blemifh and fpot. He hath made him to be fin for us, who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteoufnefs of 
God in him*.” The priefts under the law were but cere- 
monially clean; they needed ‘daily to offer up facrifices, 
firft for their own fins, and then for the people’s; but Chrift 
‘offered himfelf once without {pot to God,” and thereby 
‘* perfected for ever them that are fanctifiedt.” A polluted 
being might endure the demerit of fin, as the ungodly a€tu- 
ally will; but he cannot make atonement for it fo as to make 
anendot it. The world might have borne its own iniquity; 
but it is the Lamb of God only that could dear it away. And 
as it was an important part of the prieftly office to mediate, 
and make interceffion for the people, fo Chrift is our media- 
tor and interceflor before the throne: ‘‘ With his own blood 
he entered once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us.” This mediation is founded upon his 
facrifice; and the acceptablenefs of the former depends 
upon his {potlefs purity, equally with the latter. A mediator 
could in no cafe be admitted to plead in behalf of a criminal, 
unlefs he himfelf were innocent, Had Mofes been guilty 
of idolatry at Horeb, he could not have mediated on behalf 
of Ifrael. Our advocate with the Father is Jefus Chritt 
the righteous. Though he mingled with finners, yet he 
muft be holy, harmle{s, undefiled, and feparate from them ; 
and though he pleaded for finners, yet he muft not extenu- 
ate their fin, but condemn it without referve, and juftify 
the righteous government of God, by which it was threaten- 
ed with deftruction. It was on this account that the media~ 
tion of Chrift was fo highly acceptable to God, and fo 

lorioufly fuccefsful, that he gave him the defire of his 
ay ** Thou loveft righteoutnefs, and hateft wickednefs: 
Therefore God, thy Ged, hath anointed thee with the oil 
of gladnefs, above thy fellows}.” 

Thirdly, From the fpotlefs purity of Chrift’s character 
arifes his fitnefs to be the great exemplar, after which we 
fhould be formed, and which it fhould be our daily praétice 
to imitate. God hath “ predeftinated us to be conformed 
to the image of his Son.” Jefus faith to the weary and 
heavy-laden, “* Learn of me, for Iam meek and lowly of 


* Hel-. vii. 26. 2 Pet.i, 19. 2 Cor. v 2). 
“ $+ Heb. vii. 27. ixe 14. x14, 
} Heb. ix, 12. 1 Fohnyii. 1. Psalm, xlv,. 7. 
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heart, and. ye fhall find reft unto your fouls.” One great 
object of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ ; and this. he 
doth, not only by “‘receiving the things of Chrift, and 
fhewing them unto us,” but by working, as I may fay, by 
his fpotlefs life as a model, and forming our foul: into a re- 
{emblance of it. And as the Holy Spirit glorifieth Christ 
in his operations upon us, fo alfo muft we glorify him in 
voluntarily copying after his example. 

The nature of man is fuch, that he requires an example 
before his eyes. We all feel a {trong propenfity to imita- 
tion: Hence the danger of evil, and the benefit of good 
company; and hence the fuperior effeéts of example in 
minifters and heads of families to mere precept. But where 
fhall a fuitable example be found? God is too much above 
us: Our weak fouls cannot look ftedfaftly at his glory. With 
angels we have but little or no acquaintance: And men, 
even the beft of them, are ftained with imperfeftions, which 
it would be dangerous to imitate. If we had been predef- 
tinated to be conformed to the image of the beft merely 
human character, we fhould never appear faultless before the 
presence of the divine glory. Whatever imperfeétions at- 
tend usin the prefent ftate, we require a perfect model, 
otherwife we fhould never attain perfection in any ftate. 
‘The example of Chrift is the only one that is adapted to our 
circumftances. In his face the glory of God is feen without 
the eye of the mind being dazzled with its overwhelming 
luftre. In his character there is every thing to love; and, 
in conforming to it, nothing to fear. Happy are the men 
who are found followers of the Lamb whither soever he goes? 


GAIUS. 
—_—= @ oe 
MONITION TO PROFESSORS. 
A RECENT FACT. 


R. Owen, in his ufual judicious manner, obferves, that 
‘““the fad and fcandalous failings of the faints are re- 
corded in Scripture to inftruct us, that no perfons can pro- 
mife themfelves fecurity from the prevalency and overcom- 
ing power of fin, any other way than by keeping clofe con- 
ftantly to him who hath fupplies to give out that are above 
its reach. Thofe examples are fet up as buoys to difcover 
umto us the fands, the fhelves, the rocks whereupon they 
made their fhipwreck ; to their hazard, danger, lofs, yea, 
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and would have done to their ruin, had not God been pleafed, 
in his faithfulnefs, gracioufly to prevent it. 

The following relation may be ufeful, as fuch an example. 
If it {hall contribute to ftrengthen the faith of any, to excite a 
greater abhorrence of fin and watchfulnefs againft it, or to 
exemplify the all-powerful grace of God our Redeemer, its 
defign will be anfwered. 

E. was educated by his pious parents with all the care of 

an earneft folicitude that Chrift might be formed in him. 
He eminently enjoyed the advantages of a liberal education, 
as well as the fuperior privileges of a powerful and ferious 
miniftry, and conftant examples of the influence of the holy 
Gofpel. After a childhood {pent in vanity and fin, it pleafed 
the-Lord, as we hope, to call him by his” grace in his early 
youth, This happy circumftance, together with a natural 
vivacity of temper and his literary acquirements, rendered 
E. the delight of his godly parents, and the efteem of a nu- 
merous circle of religious friends. In due time he was ad- 
mitted into the communion of a Chriftian church with gene- 
ral fatisfaction. In this important connexion he was con- 
fidered as a valuable and ufeful member. 
. But now we havea fad reverfe to relate. This unhappy 
young man, after walking in the main confiftently for fome 
years, moft awfully fell by the hand ofthe enemy. He fail- 
ed in the hour of temptation ; and, by one fad inftance of de- 
parture from God, he deftroyed his peace of mind, fcanda- 
lized the facred name he bore, and pierced through his own 
foul with the feftering arrow of keeneft remorfe. By the 
great goodnefs of God, he was not permitted actually to ac- 
complifh the crime to which he was tempted, but the dread- 
ful confequences were nearly the fame. The following are 
his own words: 

‘‘Ah, my friend! little did I think, as we took fweet 
counfel together about the things of God, on our walk to 
, that only four days were to elapfe till I fhould act 
the part of a perjured traitor to my adorable Lord. O how 
deceitful is fin! or rather, how deceitful and defperately 
wicked the heart of a fallen finner! Should I attempt to 
trace the progrefs of the enemy, I would defcribe it thus : 
Your expreffions of warm affection—fuffer me to fay they 
were too flattering—became, through my corruption, an 
incitement to that fatal difpofition, {piritual pride. Through 
the blindnefs of felf-complacency, I became heedlefs and 
unwatchful over that befetting fin which I may properly call 
mine own iniquity. ‘Thus I was an eafy prey to the vio- 
lence of a ftrong affault. Inftead of crying mightily to God 
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for flrength and deliverance, I tampered with the propenfitv, 
I fanned the flames, and, to finifh the tragedy, I detperate- 
ly fell in with the temptation. Pity me, O my friend; for 
the hand of God hath touched me. [I truft he hath pardoned 
mine iniquity through the blood of an almighty Saviour ; 
but my bones are broken, and my wounds corrupt, becaufe 
of my foolifhnefs. I muft go mourning all my days in the 
bitternefs of cutting anguifh and remorie.” 

We have reafon to believe that the Shepherd of [frael did 
not fuffer this wanderer to continue in the pit into which he 
had fallen; but that he was gracioufly recovered from his 
backflidings by an immediate work of humiliation and re- 
pentance. Near a year has now elapfed fince the deplor- 
able fall, but the righteous God is {till vifiting the wretched 
E, with the rod of his chaftifing hand. His foul is bowed 
down to the duft, and his wounds bleed afrefh. So evil and 
bitter is it to forfake the Lord, and turn afide to lying 
vanities. 

Chriftian reader! learn from this awful example to walk 
humbly, watchfully, and confcientioully. Thou ttandett by 
faith ; be not high-minded, but fear. If thou would{t avoid 
fuch a fate, if thou wouldft enjoy peace of confcience, if 
thou wouldft walk in the light of God’s favour, if thou 
wouldft honour thy profeffion, beware of felf-efteem, felf- 
dependance, and felf-pleafing. Live by faith on the fulnefs 
of Jefus ; and in him thou wilt have not only pardon and 
righteoufnefs, but holinefs and flrength. 


—b > ae 
A NEW TEST OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By which we may prove whether we are going to Heaven, or 
should like it if we were there, 


THOUGHT lately occurred in reflecting on the ne- 
: ceflity of a change of heart, in order to a finner’s en- 
joyment of the happinefs of heaven, which may ferve to il- 
luftrate that truth, and bring it home to the confcience more 
forcibly. 

Surely we might judge whether we are preparing for the 
enjoyment of heaven, by inquiring ferioufly how we should 
enjoy the presence of Christ upon earth. We might judge how 
we fhould with for him to entertain us in the world above, 
by examining how we fhould be inclined to entertain him, 
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if he would condefcend to fubmit to a fecond refidence bes 
low. 

Chrift has promifed to thofe, who open their hearts to re- 
ceive him, that he will enter in, and sup with them, and that 
they fhall sup with him ; this implies, that the enjoyments 
of Chrift and of his people will be of the same hind ; like the 
enjoyments of friends, who fup together on the fame food, 
and feaft out of the fame difh. 

I would to God that all forts of nominal Chriftians would 
try themfelves thoroughly by this teft ! Let them try to re« 
alize the supposition, that Jefus Chrift was about to vifit 
Chriftendom, and {pend fome time in vifiting all his profeff- 
ed followers, and that it fhould be univerfally admitted that 
it was himfelf, and no impoftor, who made this appearance ; 
and let it be fuppofed that he fhould pleafe to aé&t with fuch 
referve 2s not, by any frefh declaration of his will, to lay any 
clafs under a reftraint from paying their refpeét to him in 
their own way: But let it be imagined that our Lord was 
inclined to make an actual experiment how thofe, who call 
themfelves by his name, would fhew their regard to their 
profeffed Lord. 

How would he he received at Rome by his profeffed 
vicar ? How by the inquifitors of 2 pr and Portugal? 
Would they afk him to take a view of their inftruments of 
torture, that he might witnefs their zeal for pure and unde- 
filed Chriftianity ? How would he be received at the differ- 
ent courts of Europe? And how by the commanders of ar- 
mies and navies? Would any royal defender of the faith in- 
vite his Mafter to a review, and exclaim, “* O Jefus! is not 
this a heavenly fight ?”” Could thofe who are fighting for the 
fupport of Chriftianity againft infidelity, prefume to invite 
the Founder of their religion to vifit a field of battle, and 
with the eyes that wept over Jerufalem, to glance at the mul- 
titude of mangled corpfes that ftrew the bloody plains of 
Germany or Italy ; and then requeft him to take the com- 
mand of the allied army ! Would any of ovr great men in- 
vite him to witnefs the debates of the Britifh fenate ? Or 
would any of his profeffed followers propofe to eondu& the 
Saviour of finners to the theatre or the race-ground? Or 
would our Chriftian nobles entertain him at their own houfes 
with a mafquerare, a ball, or a felect card party ? I dare not 
purfue the thought too far, becaufe it is fcarcely poffible, 
without fome appearance of irreverence, to name the diffe- 
rent ways in which nominal Chriftians muft attempt to fhew 
their loyalty to thé King of Saints, if they were to invite 
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him to partake of thofe enjoyments in which they now place 
their higheft happinefs. 

Yet if thefe purfuits are confiftent with Chriftianity, not 
only would it be lawful to entertain Chrift with them, were 
he again to vifit the earth, but thefe fame good Chrittians, 
who take it for granted that they fhall fhortly be invited to go 
to fee Chrift in heaven, might expect pleafures of the fame 
kind there. To make fome of them happy, in their own 
way, it would be neceflary there fhould be again war in hea- 
ven, that they may enjoy the fublime and exalted pleafures 
ofa fiege, or a field of battle ; and others muft be furprifing- 
ly altered if they could be happy there, without taverns, or 
theatres, or hoards of gold and filver. 

But it is more probable that moft of the unconverted, in- 
to whofe hands your Magazine will fall, have received fo 
much light by fittingunder the Gofpel, thattheir canfciences 
would teltify, that were Chrift to revifit the earth, they would 
be laid under a fevere reftraint by his prefence ; they would 
be afraid to afk him to partake of thofe pleafures which they 
now idolize. They would be obliged to affect a different 
afpect from what they now actually wear. Let fuch then 
infer that they are not fit for heaven: They cannot go thi- 
ther unlefs they are born again. Were they permitted to en- 
ter that holy place, without being firft made new creatures, 
they would be weary of it, they would be almoft as mifera- 
ble as if they were in heil. 

But many of your readers, I hope, may indulge a confci- 
oufnefs, that were Chrift to return bodily to the earth, their 
chief defires would be to be led more clearly into his truth, 
to be more perfectly acquainted with his will, to be more af- 
fected with his love, more conformed to his image, to have 
their faith, and love, and every grace abundantly increafed; 
therefore would they follow him wherever he went, and 
liften to the gracious words which fhould proceed from his 
mouth. Let them-refleét that though the heavens have re- 
ceived his humanity till the laft great day, he is really at 
hand, near to every one of them; he knows their defires, and 
their groans are not hid from him. And foon will he fulfil 
his promife. Where I am, there fhall my fervant be. Then 
fhall we be like him, for we fhall! fee him as he is. 

S. C, 
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THE REPENTANCE OF THE DYING MALE. 
| FACTOR. 






HE Lord Jefus came into the world to fave finners, and 
in accomplifhing this great purpofe of his love, he was 
fo humbled as to be numbered with them. He was treated 
as the vileft of all tranfgreflors. The enmity of the Jews 
againft him rofe to the higheft pitch of rage. They called 
him an mmpostor, a drunkard, and a friend of publicans and 
sinners. They faid, he hath adevil, and is mad. Barabbas, 
an infamous robber and murderer, was named in competi- 
tion with him, and preferred before him; and two thieves 

‘were crucified with him. 

But to exemplify the glory of his precepts, and to difplay 
the omnipotence of his love, he brings one of thefe mifera- 
‘ble men, in the eleventh hour, to acknowledge the divinity 
of his miffion, to anticipate the grandeur of his exaltation, 
to rely upon the perfection of his facrifice, and to affurances 
of eternal happinefs in Paradife immediately on the diffolu- 
tion of nature. Was ever revelation of mercy more season- 
able ! The man was dying—dying in agony and shame—dy- 
ing under the terrors of wrath to come ; he was almott 
wrecked and undone for ever, when the haven of falvation 
appeared in view. 

rom this event we may deduce the following impor- 
tant obfervations : 

Firft, That the grace of God effects a furprifing change 
jn the natural ftate and moral circumftances of men. 
In the volume of infpiration, this change is reprefented 
as an emancipation from flavery—the healing of defpe- 
rate. maladies—a refurreétion from death—a new creation. 
It comprehends a genuive fenfe of guilt—Indignation 

inft it—zeal for the prevention of its progrefs—humble 
confeflion—and importunate prayer. Such was the change 
wrought in the foul of the dying thief ; a change which mutt 
have excited the greateft aflonifhment in the fubjeét and 
witnefles of it, and which asthe firft fruit of the Saviour’s 
travail, would, in a peculiar fenfe, infpire the joy of angels. 

Every ‘finner, converted from the error of his ways, is ano- 

ther jewel added to the mediatorialcrown of the Lord Jefus, 

another conqueft to the final triumph of grace. 
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Secondly, the purpofes of grace are often accomplifhed by 


trivial or extraordinary means. Matthew, and Zaccheus, 

and Saul were created anew by a word—Peter was reclaimed 

from his apoflacy by a /ook—Juftin Martyr was deeply af- 
fected with the divinity of the Gofpel, by the patience and 
courage of the faints under perfecution—Auguftine was con- 

verted by the relation of an anecdote—Luther by the death 

of a friend—Lord Rochefter by ficknefs—The Uittle stone, 

cutout of the mountain without hands, fills the world with 
glory—Fifhermen and tent-makers are chofen for the firft. 
promulgation of the Gofpel—Sinners are faved by the fool- 

eshness of preaching—The forgetfulnefs and mittakes, the 

ignorance and obftinacy, the follies and crimes, the afflicti- 
ons and difgrace of men, have, in various inftances, proved, 
fubfervient to their falvation. The fubje& of the hiftory. 
before us was, by the fhame and agony of the crofs, raifed to 
the throne of God. 

Thirdly, Thofe who are called with an holy calling, and 
who fhall be faved with aneternal falvation, are, in general, 
moft unlikely to obtain fuch bleffednefs. The glories of 
redeeming love are hidden from the wife and prudent, and 
revealed unto dabes.—In the path of life, the way-faring men 
though fools, fhall not err.—God hath chofen the poor in 
this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he 
hath promifed to them that love him.—Outcafts and pefts 
of the world, publicans, and harlots, and thieves, the guilty 
and the wretched of every defcription, receive the Lord Jefus 
while men, who are their reverfe in rank, in mental powers, 
and moral reétitude, are, on account of their enmity againft 
him, caft into outer darknefs. At the fame time that he 1 
reviled by the chief priefls and fcribes, a poor wretch, 
whofe crimes had rendered his life a curfe to fociety, im- 
plores his mercy, and is tranflated into the regions of eter- 
nal life. , 

Fourthly, This event difplays the ability and willingnefs 
of Jefus to fave under circum{tances the moft hopelefs and 
defperate. When firft nailed to the crofs, this criminal was 
not more penitent than his companion: He continued ina 
{tate of rebellion till nature was almoft exhaulted. A few 
moments will involve him in all the horrors of the vengeance 
he has defied. But how fuddenly the deathly palenefs of his 
countenance is fucceeded by the crimfon blufh of evangeli- 
cal fhame ! What an anxious look he cafts upon him whom, 
till now, he had derided and blafphemed ! But the agitation 
of his foul overcomes the power of utterance. At laft, from 
the abundance of a broken heart, he prayed to Jefus in this 
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brief, fimple, energetic language, “ Lord Winember me 
when thou comeft into thy kingdom !” when,\qithout up- 
braiding, without delay, he obtains the promife of full re- 
demption, and like a bird efcaped from a long confinement, 
and broken away from every fnare, he foars on high, inhales 
the pure air of Paradife, and fings, with kindred fociety, in 
ten thoufand fweet melodious ftrains, the praifes of his won- 
derful deliverance. 

Fifthly, All who receive Jefus Chrift as a Saviour, will ac- 
knowledge and obey him as their Sovereign. Behold a rebel 
proftrate at his feet! The rebel-proftrate before his throne 
becomes a subject devoted to his glory. The fubjeé devoted 
to his praife, is now a son adopted into his family, and con- 
ftituted an heir of all things. From hence we fee, that his 
falvation, fo full of encouragement to the penitent, can ad- 
minifter no real fatisfaction to the presumptuous. I have 
been told, fays a popular writer, that it is in the power of chy- 
miftry to extract a {pirit from the common loaf of bread, fo 
poe SRY coral, and even gems may be diffolved in it. The 
application of this circumitance to the difpenfations of divine 
love is too obvious to require enlargement. But let it be 
confidered, that this is the on/y inftance of fuch a late repen- 
tance recorded in the divine writings ; and that it was at, 
tended with clear evidence of holy attachment to the King 
of Saints. Grace makes a difference that muft be fe/t, and 
that will be seen. 

Finally, This difplay of invincible grace is calculated, 
above all others with which we are acquainted, to endear 
the merits of Jefus, and to perpetuate the remembrance of 
his precious name. ‘The happinefs of eternity was accom- 
plifhed in a moment. He was faved while his companion 
was left to perifh. ‘The Sun of righteoufnefs did not rife 
tillthe fhadows of eternal night were gathering around him. 
And we fhould remember, that when the Lord of glory had 
compaffion on him, he himfelf was fuffering to the uttermoft 
from the pains of Calvary, and from the wrath of heaven. 
Sir Jofhua Reynolds, in his laft addrefs as Prefident of the 
Royal Academy, praifes in very extravagant terms, the great 
powers of Michael Angelo, a celebrated painter ; he fays, 
“« I refle&e, not without vanity, that thefe difcourfes bear 
teftimony of my admiration of that truly divine man ; and I 
fhould defire that my laft words, which I fhould .pronounce 
in this place, might be the name of Michael Angelo! Mi- 
chael Angelo! We callthis extravagant praife; but the 
whole compafs of language can afford no terms adequate to 
the juft praifesof Immanuel, The’review of what he did 
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for. this dying thief, of what he hath done for millions fince, » 
of what he is engaged to do for all the nations of the earth, 
and a fenfe of what he hath done for us, will animate us with 
the ambition of bearing teftimony of our adoration of him 
in every fermon, of pronouncing bleffings on his name in our 
laft moments, and of uniting with all the redeemed, in’ the 
perfect and uninterrupted joy of his immediate prefence. 


————aaae CD aaa 
SPECIAL PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 


SIR, 
THE following account was extracted from a German Ma- 
' gazine, in which it had been inferted by a Gentleman, 
whofe brother, a worthy Minifter of Chrift, gave it to me, 
tranflated by himfelf. My friend alfo atteited that he. 
knew Mr. Bakker perfonally, andhad heard the fame flory 
from his own mouth. 


Bristol.  j.R 
Dear Frienp, 


Yo: no doubt, recollect our laft agreeable converfation 
with our friend B. concerning the fpecial providence 
of God over individuals, and more particularly over his 
children. The wifh our friend then expreffed, that a col- 
le€tion might be made of the moft remarkable inflances of 
God’s paternal care of, and attention to, thofe who are hig 
own, fupported by hiftoric proofs on which we might de- 
pend, belongs by no means to the number of vain and idle 
wifhes, but is well worthy of being carried into effect. 

In the mean time I will relate a particular inftance of the 
evident interpofition of Divine Providence, which may ferve 
as a very proper fpecimen of fuch a colleétion. Ican war- 
rant the truth of the fact, and am perfonally acquainted with 
the man it chiefly concerns, from whofe own mouth I receivy- 
ed the relation ; and whom I know to be an upright perfon, 
and I am perfuaded a genuine Chriftian. 

John Bakker, the fubjeé& of this narrative, travelled in 
the year 1762 (the very frft time in his life he had taken a 
long journey,) quite alone, from Zeyft, near Utrecht, to New 
Wied upon the Rhine, and was now upon his way from 
Clevesto Cologne. He had with him (befides many letters) 
a confiderable fum of money in gold, and fome watches 
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and jewels. His road led him through a wood, about 
four Englifh miles in length, which at that time was 
infefted by French marauders, who, the very day before, had 
murdered a travelling taylor, of which, however, he had not 
heard any thing. * Having proceeded in this wood for about 
half an hour, in unufual anxiety, of which he at laft had rid 
himfelf, by engaging his mind in meditation ona text of 
holy writ, he perceived a man behind him, who afked him, 
What a clock it was? While he gave him for anfwer, that 
it was near eleven (in the forenoon,) there ftepped forth, 
from a thicket on one fide of the road, three other men, 
who immediately demanded his money. 

He declared to them, that though he wanted it for his jour- 
ney, yet he was ready to deliver ituptothem. He actually 
produced his purfe, which contained about four rix-dollars 
(worth about thirteen fhillings,) and furrendered it into their 
hands. But now the villains, laying hold on him, tore his 
coat and waiftcoat with violence from his body, and feized 
upon his fmall-clothes, in which he had his gold concealed, 
abufing him withal ina moft cruel manner. He inftantly in- 
treated them to {pare his life, or, at leaft, to allow hima few 
minutes to commit his foul into the hands of God. But the 
robbers, who, amidft dreadful imprecations and barbarous 
treatment, were tearing off his fmall-clothes, at laft agreed 
with each other to drag him frem the road into the thick 
wood. 

You may eafily conceive the deadly anguifh he endured 
while in their mercilefs hands. But while the robbers, re- 
gardlefs of his groans and intreaties, were engaged in drag- 
ging him away, there came two men on horfeback full gallop 
behind him along the road, whom he could not fee, but at 
the appearance of whom the robbers immediately threw 
away his clothes, and efcaped with his purfe only, into the 
wood. The horfemen approaching, found him almoft faint- 
ing, and taking his clothes to them on their horfes encourag- 
ed him to run, as faft as he was able, along with them, in 
order to bring again into circulation his blood, congealed and 
ftagnated through the anguifh of death. He did it as well 
as he could, laying hold of the tail of one of the horfes, and 
was conducted by his deliverers into the next village adjoin- 
ing the wood, where they took him to the bailiff of that dif- 
trict. This gentleman, immediately on feeing him, and 
having received from the men a brief information of what 
had happened to him, cried out, with great emotion of mind, 
“« My friend! you muft needs be a Chriftian indeed, and 
God mutt have a fpecial regard for you.” He then related to 
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him how he, going that morning into his garden to weed, on 
a fudden felt an impulfe to difpatch his men into the wood, 
in order to try whether any trace of the robbers, who had 
murdered the taylor the day before, could be difcovered : 
and that thinking it might as well be put off for the afternoon, 
he had fuffered fuch anxiety and purturbation of his mind, 
as rendered his eyes fo dim that he could not fee a fingle 
plantin his garden. On which account he, ftraight returning 
into his houfe, in all hafte difpatched the two men on horfe- 
back into the wood ; and thereupon immediately recovered 
his peace of mind. 

You may, my dear friend, eafily conceive the fenfations 
of the heart of our traveller, who had been fo mercifully de- 
livered, at this relation of the bailiff; who, in addition tohis 
having proved the means of faving his life, took the moft 
i kind and liberal care of him, and lodged him that day and 
ij the enfuing fight at his own houfe. Direétly after this, 
. meafures were taken to fearch after the robbers, and divine 
juftice caufed them to be difcovered and apprehended, when 
they received their deferved reward. 

Methinks this event is a moft affecting inftance of the 
Lord’s looking down upon his own in mercy and favour, and 
of his knowing how to deliver and preferve them ina mott 
wonderful manner. O! that we might ever truft in him, 
refigning ourfelves, and all our concerns, with filial confi- 
dence and faith, unto his holy will and providential care! 
Iam, &c. 
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MINISTERIAL ACCOUNTS at tHe GREAT DAY. 


[AN EXTRACT. ] 









DIVINE, in the former part of the laft age, was 

preaching before an affociation of Minifters, and in er- 
der to quicken their regard to the principle, end, and motive 
from which they acted, pointed to them the laft and awful 
day of judgment, and having brought in Chrift the Judge, 
as taking his place on the throne, he then, by an elegant 
prosopopaia, reprefented him as calling his AZnisters to an 
account, examining how they had preached, and with what 
views they had undertaken and difcharged the work. of the 
miniftry.—“ What did you preach for ?”——“1 preached 
Lord, that I might keep a good living that was left me by 
my father. of 150 or 200: pounds per arin. which, if I had 
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lot entered into orders, had been wholly loft as to me and 
my numerous family.” Chrift fays to him, ‘ Stand by, thou 
hast had thy reward.”—The queftion is put to another, 
“And what did you preach for ?” He anfwered, * Lord I 
was applauded as a learned man, and I preached to keep up 
the reputation of an excellent orator, and an ingenious 
preacher.” Chrift’s anfwer to him likewife was, ** Stand 
thou by, thou also hast had thy reward.”—The Judge puts 
the queftion to a third, * And what did you preach for ?” 
Lord,” fays he, “I neither aimed at the great things of 
this world, though I was thankful for the conveniences of life, 
which thou gaveft me ; nor did I preach that I might gain 
the character of a wit, or of a man of parts, or of a fine 
{cholar; but I preached in compajffion to fouls, and to pleafe 
and honour thee ; my defign in preaching was, Lord, that 
I might win fouls to thy bleffed Majefty.” Upon this the 
Judge called out, ‘‘ Room, men! room, angels! let this 
man come and fit with me on my throne, as I am fet down 
with my Father on his throne ; he has owned and honoured 
me on earth, and I will own and honour him through all the 
ages of eternity.” 

The refult of all then was, that the minifters went home 
much affected, refolving that, through the help of Ged, 
they would mind the work of the miniftry more, and look 
better to their aims and ends than ever. 


————p 
THE TENDENCY OF FREE THINKING. 


Mr. Evrror, 


SHOULD you think the following anecdote of Mallet, 
taken from Davies’s Life of Garrick, worth inferting 
in your valuable Magazine, as contradictory to the fre- 
quent affertion of Deifts, that mankind would be as moral! 
without what is called revealed religion, as with it, you 
would oblige a conftant reader. W. H. 





és SS pearer was a ftriking peculiarity in Mr. Mallet’s 

conduét that ought not to be omitted, as it may pro- 
bably convey fome ufeful advice to others. He was agreat 
free-thinker, and avery free {peaker of his free thoughts ; 
he made no fcruple to diffeminate his fceptical opinions 
wherever he could, with any propriety, intreduce them. At 
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| his own table, indeed, the lady of the houfe (who was 2 


ftaunch advocate for her hufband’s opinion) would often, in 
the warmth of argument, fay, “ Sir, we Deifts.”? The lec- 
ture upon the non credendo of the free-thinkers was repeated 
fo often, and urged with fo much earneftnefs, that the infe- 
rior domeftics became foon as able difputants as the heads 
of the family. The fellow, who waited at table, being tho- 
roughly convinced that for any o: his mifdeeds he fhould 
have no after-account to make, was refolved to profit by the 
doétrine, and made off with many things of value, particu- 
larly the plate. Luckily he was fo clolely purfued, that he 
was brought back with his prey to his mafter’s houfe, who 
examined him before fome feleét friends. At firft the man 
was fullen, and would anfwer no queftions put to him; but 
being urged to give a reafon for his infamous behavicur, he 
refolutely faid, ‘* Sir I have heard you fo often talk of the 
impoffibility of a future ftate, and that after death there was 
no reward for virtue, nor punifhment for vice, that I was 
tempted to commit the robbery.” ‘ Well but you rafcal 
(replied Mallet), had you no fear of the gallows?” “Sir, 
(faid the fellow, looking fternly. at his mafter), what is that 
to you, if I had a mind to venture that? You had removed. 
my greateft terror, why fhould I fear the leffer ?” 


—_—ap (> aa 
A TESTIMONY To tue HOLY BIBLE. 


By the late Sir William Fones, one of the judges in the sit 
preme court of Bengal. 


Gk William died about two years ago. His laft a&t was 
an act of homage to the Redeemer ; he died inhis clofet, 
with his hands clafped together, and his eyes turned upward 
towards heaven. ‘‘I have regularly and attentively read 
thefe holy Scriptures, and am of opinion that this volume, 
independent of its divine origin, contains more fublimity 
and beauty, more pure morality, more important hiftory, 
and finer ftrains of poetry and eloquence, than can be collec- 
ted from all other books, in whatever age or language they 
may have been compofed.” 


Vou. I. Uu 
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On the Importance of the Doctrines of the Trinity 
and the Atonement. - 














GENTLEMAN ef eminent learning, but whofe re- 

ligious principles I cannot exactly afcertain, obferved 
fome time fince to another diffenting minifter, that ‘ it was 
impoflible to point out any good moral tendency of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, or the atonement of Chrift:”? He add- 
ed a reftri€tion on the latter fubject, “‘as it was commonly 
ftated.” But not knowing wherein he would reprehend the 
common ftatement, I can only offer my remarks on his af- 
fertion, agreeably to my own views of that doétrine, 
whether mine be the common method of flating it, or 
not. 

As I believe thefe two doétrines to be the two principal 
articles of mere revelation, or the two moft important 
truths, which would have been utterly concealed from the 
moft unbiaffed of created minds, had not God gracioufly 
difcovered them in his word, I can by no means give into 
this gentleman’s idea concerning their being deftitute of a 
good moral tendency. 

It appears evident to me alfo, that the principal end of 
the two pofitive inflitutions of the New Teflament, is to 
keep up the belief of thefe two doétrines in the church: 
That the ordinance of baptifm, which I confider as a folemn 
act of worfhip, is defigned to uphold the belief of the 
Trinity, and the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper to confirm 

- our faith in the atonement. And I do not believe that either 
the violent abufe of fome of the enemies of thefe doctrines, 
or the infidious artifices of others, will be able to deftroy 
thefe articles of the Chriftian faith, as long as thofe ordi- 
nances continue to be obferved, which I doubt not wi!! 
be till the fecond coniing of our crucified and infulted 
Lord. 

When I confider the innumerable wonders of creation, 
wherein I find the molt confident philofophers acknowledge 
themfelves puzzled with countlefs myfteries, it would feem 
ftrange to me, if, in a revelation made by the Creator of 
himfelf, there fhould be no remarkable peculiarity of his 
nature introduced ; but that I, who am unable to comprehend 

the vegetation of a blade of grafs, or the voluntary motion 

of a worm, ora fly, fhould be able to comprehend all that 
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{sod can tell me about himfelf. I own, therefore, that ifa 
revelation, claiming a divine origin, contained no mytteries, 
it would be to my minda much ftronger objection to its 
authenticity, than any myttery commonly reputed to be 
contained in the Bible. 

As to that peculiarity in the divine nature, by which the 
uncreated Being combines in himfelf the moft perfect unity, 
and the moft complete fociety ; fo that in one fenfe he is ab- 
folutely one, and in another refpeét is really three; I do 
not imagine this could have been difcovered by the moft 
exalted of created beings without a revelation, and I guefs 
that one defign of the redemption of the church was to 
make it manifeft; but now it 1s revealed, it appears to me 
very reafonable and beautiful, and gives me, I think, the 
more exalted ideas of God. 

But thefe two great doctrines of revelation appear of the 
greateft importance when viewed in their connexion with. 
each other. The economy of falvation illuftrates the Tri- 
nity, and the previous threefold diftinétion in the divine 
nature lays the foundation for the cleareft manifeftation of 
the divine perfeétions in the falvation of the church. ‘ We 
cannot underftand the fcheme of redemption unlefs we know 
who the Saviour is. Nor can we rationally, and with com- 
fort and fatisfaction, believe and truft in him, unlefs we 
know his fufficiency as a Saviour; his fufficiency in power 
to fubdue our iniquities, to fanétify our fouls, to conquer 
Satan and all our {piritual enemies, and to uphold us to the 
end; his fufficiency in wisdom to difappoint the devices of 
our grand adverfary and all his agents, and to make us wife 
unto falvation; his fufficiency in goodness and grace to for- 
give our fins, to watch over us continually for our preferva- 
tion, to intercede for us withthe Father, and to difpenfe 
to us grace to help in time of need; and the fufficiency of 
his merit, and the price of his redemption, or his propitiato- 
ry facrifice to atone for all our fins, and to procure our ac- 
ceptance with the Father. Now, if he be a divine perfon, 
his fufficiency in thefe things, and all other refpects, appears 
atonce. But if he were not a divine perfon, might we not 
doubt, yea, pofitively deny, his fufficiency? How fhould a 
finite price redeem us from an endleifs or infinite punifhment? 
How fhould a finite atonement fatisfy for crimes deferving 
a punifhment without end? If Chrift were a mere creature, 
we might well difbelieve either the Scripture dottrine of 
endlefs punifhment, or the fufficiency of the Redeemer. 
No wonder, therefore, that thofe who difbelieve the divinity 
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On the Importance of the Doctrines of the Trinity 
and the Atonement. 






GENTLEMAN of eminent learning, but whofe re- 

ligious principles 1 cannot exactly afcertain, obferved 
fome time fince to another diffenting minifter, that ‘ it was 
impoflible to point out any good moral tendency of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, or the atonement of Chrift:”? He add- 
eda reftriction on the latter fubjeét, ‘‘as it was commonly 
ftated.” But not knowing wherein he would reprehend the 
common ftatement, I can only offer my remarks on his af- 
fertion, agreeably to my own views of that doétrine, 
whether mine be the common method of flating it, or 
not. 

As I believe thefe two doétrines to be the two principal 
articles of mere revelation, or the two moft important 
truths, which would have been utterly concealed from the 
moft unbiafled of created minds, had not God gracioufly 
difcovered them in his word, I can by no means give re 
this gentleman’s idea concerning their being deftitute of : 
good moral tendency. 

It appears evident to me alfo, that the principal end of 
the two pofitive inflitutions of the New Teflament, is to 
keep up the belief of thefe two doétrines in the church : 
That the ordinance of baptifm, which I confider as a folemn 
act of worfhip, is defigned to uphold the belief of the 
Trinity, and the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper to confirm 

- our faith in the atonement. And I do not believe that eithe: 
the violent abufe of fome of the enemies of thefe doctrines, 
or the infidious artifices of others, will be able to deftroy 
thefe articles of the Chriftian faith, as long as thofe ordi- 
nances continue to be obferved, which I doubt not wi!! 
be till the fecond coniing of our crucified and infulted 
Lord. 

When I confider the innumerable wonders of creation, 
wherein I find the molt confident philofophers acknowledge 
themfelves puzzled with countlefs myfteries, it would feem 
ftrange to me, if, in a revelation made by the Creator of 
himfelf, there fhould be no remarkable peculiarity of his 
nature introduced; but that I, who am unable to comprehend 
the vegetation of a blade of grafs, or the voluntary motion 
of a worm, or a fly, fhould be able to comprehend all that 
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(,0od can tell me about himfelf. I own, therefore, that ifa 
revelation, claiming a divine origin, contained no mylteries, 
it would be to my mind a much ftronger obje¢tion to its 
authenticity, than any myftery commonly reputed to be 
contained in the Bible, 

As to that peculiarity in the divine nature, by which the 
uncreated Being combines in himfelf the mott perfect unity, 
and the moft complete fociety ; fo that in one fenfe he is ab- 
folutely one, and in another refpeét is really three; I do 
not imagine this could have been difcovered by the moft 
exalted of created beings withouta revelation, and I guefs 
that one defign of the redemption of the church was to 
make it manile{t; but now it is revealed, it appears to me 
very reafonable and beautiful, and gives me, I think, the 
more exalted ideas of God, 

But thefe two great doctrines of revelation appear of the 
greatelt importance when viewed in their connexion with 
each other. The economy of falvation illuftrates the Tri- 
nity, and the previous threefold diftinétion in the divine 
nature lays the foundation for the cleareft manifettation of 
the divine perfections in the falvation of the church, ‘ We 
cannot underiland the fcheme of redemption unlefs we know 
who the Saviour is. Nor can we rationally, and with com- 
fort and fatisfaétion, believe and truft in him, unlefs we 
know his fufliciency as a Saviour; his fufficiency in power 
to fubdue our iniquities, to fanctify our fouls, to conquer 
Satan and all our {piritual enemies, and to uphold us to the 
end; his fufficiency in wisdom to difappoint the devices of 
our grand adverfary and all his agents, and to make us wife 
unto falvation; his fufficiency in goodness and grace to tor- 
give our fins, to watch over us continually for our preferva- 
tion, to intercede for us with the Father, and to dilpenfe 
to us grace to help in time of need; and the fufficiency of 
his merit, and the price of his redemption, or his propitiato- 
ry facrifice to atone for all our fins, and to procure our ac- 
ceptance with the Father. Now, if he be a divine perfon, 
his fufficiency in thefe things, and all other ref{pects, appears 
atonce. Butif he were not a divine perfon, might we not 
doubt, yea, pofitively deny, his fufficiency? How thould a 
finite price redeem us from an endlefs or infinite punifhment? 
How fhould a finite atonement fatisfy for crimes deferving 
a punifhment without end? If Chrift were a mere creature, 
‘we might well difbelieve either the Scripture doctrine of 

endlefs punifhment, or the fufficiency of the Redeemer, 
No wonder, therefore, that thofe who difbelieve the divinity 
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ef Chrift, do gererally, if not univerfally, difbelieve the 
endlefs mifery of thofe who die impenitent*.” 

What farther difcoveries may be made to us hereafter of 
the intrinfic glory of Deity, as enhanced by this peculiar 
mode of fubfiftence, we cannot yet afcertain; nor what ad- 
vantages may hence refult to the happy inhabitants of heaven. 
But as to us faved finners, it is certain that our obligations 
to gratitude, and devotednefs to the Redeemer, and our 
motives to loathe, abhor, and mortify fin, are increafed to 
an unfpeakable degree, by confidering the dignity of the 
Redeemer, and the necessity of the atonement, which no 
inferior perfon could have made. 

What debtor will affirm that his obligations to a furety 
are equal, whether he paid for him an hundred pence, or 
ten thoufand talents? What Chriftian will be fo infatuated 
as to believe that if no greater a facrifice had been required 
than the blood of bulls, or goats, to expiate our guilt; and 
if he who faid of them, who deferved to perifh, ‘‘ Deliver 
them from going down to the pit, I have founda zanfom,” 
had pointed us to a ram caught in the bufhes, as the only 
requifite atonement; our reafon to admire the love of God, 
and fhudder at the evil of fin, would have been as great, as 
it is on the fuppofition of the Lamb of God, being no 
other than his incarnate Son? 

Sure I am that the writers of the New Teftament lay the 
greateft ftrefs on God’s giving Ais own Son to be incarnate, 
and to be facrificed for us; and my idea of the exalted im- 
port of that appellation abundantly enhances my fenfe of the 
obligation to divine love. In like manner, my fenfe of the 
abominable evil of fin, my repentance for the paft tranf- 
greffions of which I am confcious, my humiliation for the 
fin that ftill dwelleth within me, and my watchfulnefs againft 
it in future, are allin proportion to my convi¢tion, that it 
was requifite the Father of mercies fhould fhew his abhor- 
rence of iniquity in the very method of his granting for- 
givenefs ; and that nothing would have been a fufficient falvo 
ior his honour, or any adequate means of fupporting the 
credit and authority of his law, but the vicarious fufferings 
of one, who could fuftain the full curfe of the law, and 
yet emerge from thofe dreadful fufferings, which no infe- 
rior perfon could have fuftained without finking into perdi-' 
tion. 


® See a sermon entitied, All Divine Truth profitable, by Dr. 
Fonathan Kdwards, at the Ordination of the Rev. Dan. Bradley, 
of Hampden, 1792. 
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O!. would to God that all the worfhippers of the flaugh-. 
tered Lamb, without the fhedding of whofe precious blood 
it would have been impoffible for one fin in the world to 
have been expiated, may fo walk as to confound the enemies 
of the Crofs! The love of Chrift conftraineth us; let us 
then depart from all iniquity. We have feen him that was 
pierced for our offences, and in his fufferings have feen the 
extreme evii of fin; yes, we have beheld his glory as the 
glory of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth ; let us mourn, and be in bitternefs, while we reflect 
what it was that rendered it neceflary for him to be fo 
wounded and bruifed: Let our indignation be roufed againft 
fin; let us purfue it unto death. Away with it! crucify it! 
crucify it! It is not fit that that regicide fhould live which 
murdered the Prince of life. 

Meanwhile it is a blefled ground of encouragement, that 
our Sanétifier is divine, as well as our Saviour. Let them, 
who know not the Cepths of Satan, but perhaps deride his 
exiftence, and who know not the depravity of the heart, 
and the deceitfulnefs of fin; let them, I fay, doubt whether 
there be a Holy Spirit; let them treat him only as a figura- 
tive perfon, and his blefled influence as aridiculous fancy. 
Do you, beloved, take encouragement to work out your 
own falvation with fear and trembling, knowing that he is 
Gop, who worketh in you to will and do, according to his 

ood pleafure. Little do they realize the unnatural diforder 
which fin has introduced into the moral world, who obje& 
to any immediate interpofition of God for the converfion 
and fanctification of a finner, and refufe to admit of any 
fuperior agency in the produétion of holinefs, to that of a 
general law of nature. Surely this effect would be as vainly 
expected from the mere courfe of nature, as the laft refur- 
rection; and Paul intimates no lefs in the language he ad- 
drefled to the converts at Ephefus. Eph. i. 19, 20.11, 1—35. 
While, therefore, you ever acknowledge the sinfulness of 
deadness towards God, whetier partial, or total, be you 
ever ready to confefs that the Spirit who quickened you, is 
God who raifed the dead; and implore an increafe of his 
quickening influence, that you may, through him, mortify 
the deeds of the body, and live more abundantly, not to 


yourlelyes, but to him who died, and rofe again. 
S. c. 
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THE FEARFUL AND DOUBTING SAINT 
DISTINGUISHED FROM 
THE FEARFUL AND UNBELIEVING SINNER. 
SOME THOUGHTS ON REV. xxI. 8. 


dn a Letter from to " 





My pEArR ——-, 
RECEIVED your letter, and have to thank you for your 


kind attention. Iama poor, weak, disjointed mortal, 

fometimes up and fometimes down, but devoutly srateful 
that 1 amwhatI am; able, upon the whole, to keep my 
head above water, and to unfold the unfearchable riches of 
Chrift to my people ; which is my daily ftudy and higheft 
pleafure ; ; but lamenting, as I fhall to my grave, that the beit 
ot my firength and the vigor of my faculties were not more 
dire&ted to that glorious object, and myfelf more active and 
ufeful in the world. 

And now, having f{poken fo freely of myfelf, let me alio 
fpeak freely of you, and tell you, that you indulge yourfelf 
too much in dwelling on the dark fide of things. ‘This is 
owing, I know, partly to your natural conftitution and the 
weaknefs of your bodily frame, and partly to your jealous 
and fcrupulous ideas of a ftate of grace ; fo that the caufe is 
pardonable, but then its effect is not convenient; for it makes 
you take to yourtfelf, with too much force, every thing that 
feems again{ft you, while it makes you backward to explain, 
as a matter of comfort, what really makes for you. The text 
you mention is a clear proot of this. Lam politive you have 
no concern with it in the way you mean—“ But the fearful 
and unbelieving,” &c. Rev. xxi. 8. All the characters in 
that lift, obferve, come to one and the fame end, and we are 
therefore to conclude that they are, in fome fenfe, all of one 
kind. The fearfuland the unbelieving.then (thofe characters 
which you would apply to yourfelf) muft mean perfons in 
whom the worft fort of fear, and the worft fort of unbelief 
are to be found.— The fearful, fuch as dare not own Chritt, 
or, for fear of fuffering on his account, have difowned him, 
and apoftatized from him. And can you apply this to your- 
felf? No; the thought is fhocking to you. Well, ‘but 
vou are afraid that in the view of di ficulties,” Ke. ; and fo 
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youought. A holy diffidence and jealoufy well become fuch 
creatures as we are, and is ourbefl fecurity. But while you 
know what is your prefent purpofe, and what would be your 
heart’s defire, you may warrantably hope that he, who would 
call you to the hour of trial, would alfo make his grace ful- 
ficient for you, and make ‘the Spirit of God and of glory 
reft upon you.” Thoufands, I doubt not, have fuffered in 
his caufe, who, amidft doubts and mifgivings, have had onlv 
their prefent inward purpofes, through grace, to fupport 
them, even till the moment of need came; but who had it 
then given them to “ glory in tribulation,” and to be “ more 
than conquerors through him that loved them.” Truft, 
therefore, to him who hath faid, ‘‘ I will never leave thee, 
nor forfake thee ; when thou paffeth through the waters,” &c. 
Ifa. xliii. 2. While you hold faft your profeffion, and know 
your heart-objeét, ammidft all weaknefs you have everlafting 
ftrength engaged on your fide. This, I hope, is fufficient as 
to the firft Chaleaier, the fearful. 

As to the other, unbelievers—fuch as have fat under the 
Gofpel, but have rejeéted the Lord Jefus, and “ wll not 
come to him that they might have life.”—-Dare you be fo 
injurious to youfelf, or fo ungrateful to the grace that hath 
evidently diftinguifhed j you fy om many others, as once to 
name yourfelf among this clafs? No, no; far be it from you. 
Neither unbelievers nor hypecrites are acquainted with fuch 
heart-felt exercifes as arife from a holy fear anda fcrupulous 
jealoufy over one’s felf: They fit not poring over their 
hearts, and catching at every ground of complaint and felf- 
accufation.—But you would be, and diftrefs yourfelf becaufe 
you are not, what, you muit give me leave to fay, you never 
will be, unlefs your Lord hath fome more trying work for 
you, than I can think of, that will call forth all your metal, 
and raife you above your conftitutional weaknefs. In that 
event, indeed, you would be made to know your hidden 
funds (if I may fo call them) of faith and flrength ; “ out of 
weaknefs vou would be made ftrong ;” you would ‘wax 
valient in fight, and turn to flight the army of aliens.” But 
as it is, you muft be content, and well you may, to move on, 
though feemingly flowly and heavily, towards Zion ; to 
move on with your face thitherward, though you fhould go 
weeping. I expect no other way of going myfelf. Let me 
but have the {pirit of grace and fupplication to look upon him 
whom I have pierced, and mourn in fecret, and I will rejoice 
before the world, and return again to my tears with joy. 

You fee, by the freedom of my anfwers, that you need be 
under no reftraint. You have accefs to my poor thoughts at 
all times ; and am, &c. 











REFLECTIONS ON A DEPARTURE FROM GOD. 


T is defirable, not only for the eflablifhment of a Chrif- 

tian’s peace, that he fhould be found in the exercife of 
his holy calling; but it is defirable, alfo, that he fhould 
live and walk continually under the light of God’s counte- 
nance, that he may rejoice even in tribulation, and glorify 
his heavenly Father. 

Sometimes even days and weeks, nay whole months are 
{pent without the leaft ray of comfort, or a {weet return of 
enlivening hope acting upon the foul. But thefe gloomy 
fcenes of fpiritual adverfity, which are not unfrequently 
accompanied with bodily affliction, often originate in a 
deviation from that path of reétitude prefcribed in the 
word of God. ‘The mountain of holinefs, though furroun- 
ded with the tempeftuous ftorms of life, is marked with 
a rod of {weet ferenity, pleafant to the pilgrim’s eye ! 


But view the trav’ller wearied on his way— 
Loting the foot{teps of his wented path, 

He finks beneath the load.—The fcenes of life, 
In variegated hue, withdraw the mind, 

And clouds obfcure his parting rays of hope! 


When little time has been fpent in reading the word, in 
prayer, or in the more public means of grace, the Lord is 
oftentimes pleafed to fend fome painful vifitation of his 
providence on thofe who are the peculiar objeéts of his care, 
to bring them toa fenfe of themselves. But thefe gloomy 
difpenfations, thoush painful for the prefent, are always 
productive of ultimate good to the fouls of the afflicted ; 
being defigned by their heavenly Father to make them par- 
takers of his holinefs, that they may be meet to be received 
into manfions of everlafting ret. 

Amidft all the momentary trouble of believers, labouring 
under the preffure of {piritual or temporal afflictions, they 
are too apt to forget the good things that God hath done 
for them in feafons paft. But remember, O Chriftian! that 
the Lord has dealt bountifully with thee; and lei the con- 
fideration of it tend to invigorate thy mind, and roufe thee 
to prayer, thankfulnefs, and praife ! ‘Salvation is ftill of the 
Lord, and thofe who truft in Him fhall not be afhamed. 
’Tis HE, and he alone, who can give the witnefs of the 
Spirit of all truth, that we may be enabled to {peak by ex- 
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perience of the hope that is withinus. Reflect, therefor#, 
upon the difficulties thou haft already been enabled to furs 
mount, and be diligently found in the means of grace. Look 
no more to frames and feelings, nor temporal calamities; 
but remember that the merciful attribute of a God in Christ 

esug is what faith fixes its hope upon; for he who cometh 
unto God by prayer, muft firft believe that he 1s fuch a be- 
ing as his word reprefents him to be—merciful and gracious. 
—Retire then, O child of forrow! into the clofet of thine 
heart, and “ EXAMINE THYSELF !”—ds there not a cause ?—~ 
Look fimply towards God in his word, and he will give 
thee an heart to underftand, and a propenfity again to holy 
things. Strive in the ftrength that is given thee, to prefs 
forward in the holy exercife of a living faith; impreffed 
with an humbie affurance of what the Lord has already done 
for thy foul in feafons paft ; for he has dealt bountifully with 
thee ; and it is thy duty to rejoice even in tribulation, and 
glorify the God ef thy mercies. 

Tisbury. Us 


MISTAKES IN RELIGION DETECTED. 


E form very improper notions of a religious life, if 

we fuppofe it is a life cf quietnefs and peace. 

Man is no fooner changed from darknefs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unte God, than he becones acquainted 
with troubles, of which he had formerly no conception. 
He has to “ wreftie with principalities and powers, with 
the rulers of the darknefs of this world, and with fpiritual 
wickednefs in high places.” He commences a warfare 
with all the enemies of God, from which he is not allowed 
a moment’s releafe, till death calls him from the field: He 
enjoys, and can promife himfelf no peace, till he go where 
the wicked ceafe from troubling, and the weary are at reft. 
But many of his troubles and cares are of his own crea- 
ting. Little experienced in religion, he fets out in the ex- 
pectation of the fame compofure, and confidence of heart, 
that he enjoyed in the days of his firft love, when the candle 
of the Lord fhone bright upon his tabernacle. After a lit- 
tle more experience, he is convinced, that he had taken by 
far too limited a view of practical religion. He walks in 
darknefs, and has no light. Thus bewildered, he frequent- 
ly concludes, that the pleafures which he formerly enjoyed 
in religion, were only the fruits of a diftempered imagina- 

Vou. I. X x 














( 342 ) 


tion ; or if there was any reality in his religion, he cannct 
difcover the caufe, why God withholds from him thofe 
pleafing communications of his love, to which he was accul- 
tomed in the early part of his Chriftian life. This is the 
cafe with many of the people of God. They doubt of the 
genuinenefs of their former experiences, and of the love of 
God to them, becaufe they have not the fame joys and ples- 
fures in religion which they formerly enjoyed. To fuch 
perfons I beg leave to fuggeft a few confiderations, which, 
{ truft, will not be unprofitable. 

When you were firft brought to the knowledge of God. 
much enlargement of foul, and pleafure in religion, were 
neceflary to attach your hearts to God, to engage you in 
his fervice, and to perfuade you, that you were the objects of 
his love. When vou are come to fome age and experience 
in religion, you are not to expect the tokens of the divine 
Jove in the fame number and in the fame meafure that you 
enjoyed in your early days, or for fome time after you be- 
came favingly acquainted with him. This may be iuftra- 
ted by a plain fimilitude. A father takes pleafure in per- 
forming offices of kindnefs to all his family ; but efpecially 
takes pleafure in carefling the younger children. hofe in 
the family arrived to years, are not treated in the fame 
manner ; nay, they do not expect it ; but though they are not 
dandled and careffed as little children, they have no. reafon 
to doubt of their parent’s love ; the time was when they, in 
the fame flate, enjoyed the fame kindnefs. Thus the child 
is early attached to his parent, and convinced, by fuch offices 
of kindnefs, that he is the object of his father’slove. Ashe 
grows up, though the parent does not exprefs his affection 
in the fame manner, the child has no reafon to’doubt of the 
reality of his love. In like manner may the chriftian judge 
ofthe gracious defigns of God. Though he does not now 
enjoy fo many pleating teftimonies of divine love in the fame 
engaging manner as he did at firft, he is not to conclude that 
his former experiences were not genuine, or that God does 

not lovehim. He is not now, and he mutt not expect to be 
treated as ababe. Formerly much enlargement of foul in 
divine exercifes, with other difcoveries of divine love, 
were neceffary to beget and ftrengthen in him that filial af- 
fection and obedience, which he owes to his Saviour ; and as 
he makes progrefs in religion, while he waits on God for 
grace to help him in the time of need, he mutt exercife and 
exert the grace he already enjoys. 

Senfible manifeftations of the divine favour, I grant, are 
very defirable : they -ftrengthen and confirm the grace ef 
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faith ; they carry away the heart in the moft pleafing con- 
templations on the excellencies of God, and the exhauttlefs 
riches of redeeming love ; they favour of heaven, and fill the 
foul with a rich anticipation of its joys. But the Chriftian 
mutt live by faith, and be directed by the word on which 
faith refts, rather than by fenfible experiences. Such pre- 
cious enjoyments are not long continued ; they are only 
tranfient gleams of light, darting acrofs the Chriftian’s path, 
fufficient to fhew him that he is upon the road, and to encou- 
rage him to hold on his way. By faith in the word, the pro- 
mife, the oath, and the faithfulnefs of God, the foul may 
preferve confidence and hope, though darknefs, thick dark. 
nefs be round about.* On thefe, Chriftians, jas on a fure 
foundation of hope, you ought to truft; hoping, at the fame 
time, that God will, in his own gracious manner, blefs you 
with fome fenfible difcoveries of his love, to enliven your 
faith, and quicken your defires for the enjoyments of the 
heavenly ftate. 

There may be a danger, perhaps, of your placing too much 
dependance on fenfible manifeftations ; and therefore God 
wifely withholds them. You are not proper judges of what 
is ufeful and fuitable for you in this imperfect flate. Even 
the beft enjoyments you are apt to abufe; and thefe fenfible 
manifeftation of divine love, which you fo much defire, you 
are in danger of perverting to a wrong ufe ; you may truft in 
them, and forget that your only fupport and ftrength is the 
rock of ages himfelf ; you may boaft of fuch attainments, 
and overlook the grace from which they proceed. No man 
was lefs in danger of this than the apoftle Paul, a man who 
had acquired a more extenfive knowledge of God, and of 
himfelf, than any of his cotemporaries ; yet, left he fhould be 
too much exalted by thefe manifeftations of the divine fa- 
vour, he was vifited with a trying difpenfation, of which he 
gives us the following account: ‘* Left I fhould be exalted 
above meafure, through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flefh, the meffenger of 
Satan, to buffet me, left I fhould be exalted above meafure.” 


_— 


2 Cor. i..7. 




































* « What, Thomas, can’t you truft fo much 
To me, as to your fight and touch ! 
Won't you believe till fernfe be guide, 
And thruft its hand into my fide ? 
Where is thy faith, if it depends 
On nothing but thy fingers ends ? 
But bleft are they, who truth do feal, 
By faith, yet neither fee nor feel.” 
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Befides, you ought to confider, that it is not By fenfible 
enjoyments, but by their effects, that you are to judge of 
your religion. ‘There is no queftion of the reality of fen- 
fible communion with God; yet with refpeét to this, it i 
probable fome weak minds are fometimes miftaken. It is 
well known that the human heart is eafily affeéted by what 
accords with its natural feelings, and the fublimity of an ex- 
prefion may fill the mind with awe, when the heart does 
not properly apprehend the important truth it contains. 
An affeéting recital of the fufferings of Chrift may awaken 
the heart tofympathy, and produce in fome a flood of tears ; 
while the mind does not fpiritually contemplate the infinite 
love that moved him to die, nor that depth of mifery, from 
which he came to redeem us. In many cafes, fome may 
miftake the exercife of mere natural affeétion for the fruits 
ofthe divine Spirit, Though, then, you are anxious to en- 
joy fome fenfible difcoveries of divine love ; not to enjoy 
them at the time, nor in the manner you with, is no reafon 
for you to conclude, either that your former experiences 
have not been genuine, or that God does not love you ; for 
thefe enjoyments do not form a fafe ftandard by which you 
are to judge of yourreligion: Itis by their effeéts, or the 
fruits they produce, that you will come to a more fatisfying 
view of your own ftate, and a knowledge of your growth in 

ACE. 

To afift you inthis important matter, let me inquire, 
what are the fruits which your former comfortable attain- 
ments have produced ? Have your hearts been more enlar- 
ged in a holy contemplation of the divine excellencies ? Have 
you admired the glory of them, as difplayed in the whole 
{cheme of redemption? Have you been filled with wonder: 
and ‘admiration, in confidering the riches of divine grace and 
redeeming love? Have you acquired more humbling difco- 
veries of yourfelves? Have you blufhed, and been afhamed 
to lift up your heads, when you confidered the depth of di- 
vine condefcenfion ? Is your love to Jefus, andis your ha- 
tred of fin daily increafing ? Is obedience to Chrift’s autho- 
rity a pleafure and a joy ? Are the difpofitions of your hearts 
becoming more conformed to the image of God? Are love, 
joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, meek- 
nefs, temperance, becoming more perfect? Thefe are in- 
quiries you may eafily anfwer ; and thefe you will anfwer in 
the affirmative, if your former attainments in religion have 
been the fruits of the Spirit. By thus fearching for the 
fruits of your former expericnces, you will acquire a more 
jafe folution to the douvis you entertain of your religion, 
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than by calling to your remembrance the enjoyments them- 
felves, or by having them repeated. 

It is likewife neceflary for you to confider, that God, by 
withholding fenfible manifeftations of his love, proves your 
graces, and brings them to perfection. Many changes i in 

your fpiritual life are neceflary to give you the opportunity 
of exercifing your humility, your patience, your faith, and 
hope. You never can experience your hearts in the exer- 
cife of any of thefe graces, till you are brought into fuch 
circumftances as require you to exercife them. In enjoy- 
ing fenfible manifeftations, you are neither exercifing pati- 
ence, faith nor hope, properly fpeaking, “ for what a man 
fees, why doth he yet hope for ;” but when thefe enjoy- 
ments are withdrawn, you are to “ poffefs your fouls in pa- 
tience,” to exercife faith and hope, till faith vanith into vi- 
fion, and hope into enjoyment. ‘ He that walketh in dark- 
nefs, and hath no light, let him truft in the name of the Lord 
and {tay himfelf upon his God.” 

Finally, let me remark, that thofe enjoyments you fe 
much defire, are chiefly referved for the happinefs of the 
heavenly ftate. There your faith will vanifh into vifion, 
your hope into enjoyment, without a fingle cloud to darken 
your profpe¢t, or a fingle ftorm to fhake your confidence 
and joy. Then you fhall * with open face behold the glory 
of the Lord, and be changed into the fame image from glory. 
to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. Eye hath not feen, 
neither hath ear head what God hath prepared for them that 
love him ;” fo inconceivably glorious, and unfpeakably great, 
will be your happinefs in the bofom of God. Be not im« 
patient then under a few changes in this vale of tears. The 
borders of Emanual’s land will foon open to your view. 
The fhades of night will foon be difperfed. The light of 
eternal day will foon break in upon your fouls. Be patient 
till the time arrive, when God will fet you free from this 
mortal f{tate, and all the ills which attend it ; then the perfec 
enjoyment of God will more than compenfate for all the un- 
welcome changes you experienced below ; You fhall fit down 
with Abraham, with Ifaac, and with Jacob, and with the 
mott illuftrious characters that ever lived ; there you fhall 
be eternally happy ; for ‘¢ forrow and fighing fhall fiee away, 


and God fhall wipe away all tears from your eyes.” 
AEBUEOR. 
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Befides, you ought to confider, that it is not By fenfible 
enjoyments, but by their effects, that you are to judge of 
your religion. ‘There is no queftion of the reality of fen- 
fible communion with God; yet with refpeé&t to this, it i 
probable fome weak minds are fometimes miftaken. It is 
well known that the human heart is eafily affefted by what 
accords with its natural feelings, and the fublimity of an ex- 
prefion may fill the mind with awe, when the heart does 
not properly apprehend the important truth it contains. 
An affecting recital of the fufferings of Chrift may awaken 
the heart tofympathy, and produce in fome a flood of tears ; 
while the mind does not fpiritually contemplate the infinite 
love that moved him to die, nor that depth of mifery, from 
which he came to redeem us. In many cafes, fome may 
miftake the exercife of mere natural affeétion for the fruits 
ofthe divine Spirit, Though, then, you are anxious to en- 
joy fome fenfible difcoveries of divine love ; not to enjoy 
them at the time, nor in the manner you with, is no reafon 
for you to conclude, either that your former experiences 
have not been genuine, or that God does not love you ; for 
thele enjoyments do not form a fafe ftandard by which you 
are to judge of your religion: Itis by their effeéts, or the 
fruits they produce, that you will come to a more fatisfying 
view of your own ftate, and a knowledge of your growth in 

ace. : 

To afift you in this important matter, let me inquire, 
what are the fruits which your former comfortable attain- 
ments have produced ? Have your hearts been more enlar- 
ged in a holy contemplation of the divine excellencies ? Have 
you admired the glory of them, as difplayed in the whole 
icheme of redemption? Have you been filled with wonder: 
and ‘admiration, in confidering the riches of divine grace and 
redeeming love? Have you acquired more humbling difco- 
veries of yourfelves? Have you blufhed, and been afhamed 
to lift up your heads, when you confidered the depth of di- 
vine condefcenfion ? Is your love to Jefus, andis your ha- 
tred of fin daily increafing ? Is obedience to Chrift’s autho- 
rity a pleafure and a joy ? Are the difpofitions of your hearts 
becoming more conformed to the image of God? Are love, 
joy, peace, long-fufiering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, meek- 
nefs, temperance, becoming more perfect? Thefe are in- 
quiries you may eafily anfwer ; and thefe you will anfwer in 
the affirmative, if your former attainments in religion have 
heen the fruits of the Spirit. By thus fearching for the 
truits of your former expericnces, you will acquire a more 
jafe folution to the douvis you entertain of your religion, 
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than by calling to your remembrance the enjoyments them- 
felves, or by having them repeated. 

It is likewife neceflary for you to confider, that God, by 
withholding fenfible manifeflations of his love, proves your 
graces, and brings them to perfection. Many changes in 

your fpiritual life are neceflary to give you the opportunity 
of exercifing your humility, your patience, your faith, and 
hope. You never can experience your hearts in the exer- 
cife of any of thefe graces, till you are brought into fuch 
circumftances as require you to exercife them. In enjoy- 
ing fenfible manifeftations, you are neither exercifing pati- 
ence, faith nor hope, properly fpeaking, “‘ for what a man 
fees, why doth he yet hope for ;” but when thefe enjoy-~ 
ments are withdrawn, you are to “ poffefs your fouls in pa- 
tience,” to exercife faith and hope, till faith vanifh into vi- 
fion, and hope into enjoyment. ‘He that walketh in dark- 
nefs, and hath no light, let him truftin the name of the Lord 
and ftay himfelf upon his God.” 

Finally, let me remark, that thofe enjoyments you fo 
much defire, are chiefly referved for the happinefs of the 
heavenly ftate. There your faith will vanifh into vifion, 
your hope into enjoyment, without a fingle cloud to darken 
your profpeét, or a fingle ftorm to fhake your confidence 
and joy. Then you fhall * with open face behold the glory 
of the Lord, and be changed into the fame image from glory 
to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. Eye hath not feen, 
neither hath ear head what God hath coemuail for them that 
love him ;” fo inconceivably glorious, and unfpeakably great, 
will be your happinefs in the bofom of God. Be not im- 
patient then under a few changes in this vale of tears. The 
borders of Emanual’s land will foon open to your view. 
The fhades of night will foon be difperfed. The light of 
eternal day will foon break in upon your fouls. Be patient 
till the time arrive, when God will fet you free from this 
mortal ftate, and all the ills which attend it ; then the perfect 
enjoyment of God will more than compenfate for all the un- 
welcome changes you experienced below ; You fhall fit down 
with Abraham, with Ifaac, and with Jacob, and with the 
moftt illuftrious characters that ever lived ; there you fhall 
be eternally happy ; for ‘¢ forrow and fighing fhall fice away, 


and God fhall wipe away all tears from your eyes.’ 
ADJUTOR. 
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HATRED OF SIN, A CERTAIN PROOF OF 
SAVING GRACE. 


A MEDITATION, 
‘Written by the Author of “Sones iv THE Nicut.” 


OW many are my fears! but whence do they arife? 

- Do I fufpe& the care and faithfulnefs of God ; or the 
power and love of Jefus; his ability and willingnefs to fave 
thofe who fincerely confide in him? No; I believe that 
heaven is as fure to fuch, as if I now faw them cafting their 
crowns at the Redeemer’s feet: But fuch is the awful de- 
pravity of my nature, and the deceitfulnefs of my heart, 
that I am uncertain whether Jam of that happy number. 
WhenI read that they who are Chrift’s have crucified the 
flefh, with its lufts and affeCtions ; and furvey my unmorti- 
fied corruptions, the vanity of my mind, the earthlinefs of 
my affections, and the ftubbornnefs of my will; I am ready 
to conclude that I am yet in the gall of bitternefs, and in 
the bonds of iniquity. How uncomfortable and diftrefling 
is fuch a cafe! To be uncertain of the favour of God, un- 
certain of my chief and only happinefs; uncertain of another 
hour in this life, and yet uncertain of my right to eternal 
happinefs! I charge thee, O my foul, by all that is facred, 
that thou dofl not reft here; nay, I proteft in the prefence 
of God, that thou fhalt not reft here. As fin is the caule 
of thy fears, I will bring thee to the teft, and inquire how 
far thou art influenced by it. Perhaps thy fears may be 
croundlefs ; but I am not to be fatisfied with a may be: This 
is a concern of the utmoft importance ; and a miftake here 
would prove awfully fatal. Let me ferioufly afk thee, O 
my foul, doft thou take pleafure in fin? canft thou indulge 
this accurfed evil? art thou a willing flave to Satan and 
thine own carnal appetites? Or, is the yoke of fin grievous 
and burdenfome to thee? and doft thou groan to be delivered 
from its cruel bondage? Methinks thefe queftions afford me 
fome fatisfaétion. Stand afide, ye gloomy thoughts, ye 
unbelieving fears; and let me appeal to God in this matter. 
Perfe€tion is not to be found here ; but may I not, by ftrict 
examination, gain fome folid ground of hope?—With the 
profoundeft reverence I appeal to thee, O thou Searcher of 
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hearts; if I am thine, if I fhare in the bleffings of thy 
covenant, why fhould I not take the comfort of it, and give 
thee the glory? Why thould I go mourning all my days, 
to the difhonour of thy grace ; and through ignorance give 
credit to the fuggeftions of the father of lies? I intreat 
theé, O God, to affift my inquiry ; help me to-be faithful 
to my own foul; forbid that I fhould make this folegnn ap- 
peal with a lie in my right hand! Forgive this abrupt addrefs, 
and permit me toa proceed. If fin is not the object of my 
hatred, why all this uneafinefs on the account of it? The 
things which I love I purfue with pleafure, and find fatis- 
faction in the enjoyment of them: But not fo is it here; 
when I find my heart difpofed to wander from thee, and 
to take up with forbidden evils, difcontent immediately 
takes place, my foul is out of its element; fenfible of my 
own weaknefs, I call in the affiftance of thy Spirit, and en- 
deavour, in the ftrength of Jefus, to fupprefs its wild de- 
fires; and if, through grace, I gain the conqueft, how 
does my foul rejoice! what pleafure and fatisfaction «does 
it afford me! Can this be recconiled with the love of fin? 
If Llove it, why do I grieve whep it is prefent, and re- 
joice over its abfence? Lord, thou art witnefs to the truth 
of this; for thou art better acquainted with my heart 
than Iam myfelf; nor do'l repeat any thing with a view 
to inform thee of it, but that I myfelf may be informed, 
and taught to know and underftand the true ftate of my 
foul. 

Let me afk again; If fin is not the object of my hatred, 
why do I confefs and lament it before thee? why do I make 
ita part of my daily work to pray againft it? why all thefe 
earnett defires to be preferyed from it? why do I count its 
weight more grievous than the heavieft affliction? why does 
my difpleafure arife at the appearance of it in others? why 
does it wound my heart to hear thy name profaned, O God? 
If fin is not the object of my hatred, why is my forrow fo 
often excited by it? why doI loath myfelf on account of 
it? why do I long for an everlafting feparation from it? why 
thefe repeated cries for fan¢tification ? 

Lord, what have I moft complained of before thee? I 
confefs I have frequently complained of pain and ficknefs, 
of poverty, of inward and outward diftreffes ; but can I not 
call thee to witnefs that fin has borne the largeft weight of 
my complaints? nay, may I not fay, that this is the fum of 
all my’complaints? Here every figh begins and ends; ’tis 
this that renders life uncomfortable, and death defirable. 
And what fhall I fay more? May I not view thefe as fure 
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grounds of a real hatred to fin? Lord, thou knoweft all! 
things, and thou knowelft that fin is the object of my utter 
deteftation. Do not I defire to be made holy, becaufe 
thou art holy? DoI not hate fin, becaufe thou hateft it? 
is it any thing fhort of thy difpleafure that renders it difa- 
greeable to me? 

Let me ftill urge the inquiry: Do I not hate it as the ac» 
curfed, thing, for which Jefus fhed his precious blood ? 
’T was fin that brought him from heaven to earth, that turn- 
ed the Lord of glory into the form of a fervant; twas fin 
that expofed him to hunger and thirft, to cold and weari- 
nefs; ’twas fin that caufed the Maker and Owner of all 
things to complain, “the foxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have nefts, but the Son of Man hath not where 
to lay his head ;” *twas fin that treated him with fcorn and 
contempt; “twas fin that agonized him in the garden of 
Gethfemane. How keen mutt be his forrows, when “his 
fweat was as it were as great drops of blood falling to the 
ground!” *Twas fin that perfecuted him, that betrayed him, 
that arraigned him at Pilate’s bar ; ’twas fin that accufed and 
condemned him ; twas fin that {mote him, that fpit in his 
face, and that fcourged him; ’twas fin that crowned him 
with thorns, that led him away to be crucified, that nailed 
him to the accurfed tree, that pierced his facred fide, and 
that made him cry out, “ My God, my God, why haift 
thou forfaken me?”—O fin, what haft thot done! Can | 
meditate on thefe things, without bearing my teftimony 
againft thee ? How much revenge and holy indignation do 
I owe thee ! In the prefence of God I once more proclaim 
everlafting war with, and hatred tothee. Here fin appears 
fin indeed; never do I fee fo much of its deformity as when 
I view it in the glafs of the Redeemer’s fufferings. May 
I not again appeal to thee, O thou heart-fearching God! 
and fay in the fincerity of my foul, Thou knoweft that I 
hate it? 

Bleffed Jefus! didft thou undergo all this for finners, and 
didft thou, in the midft of thy fufferings, caft an eye of 
pity upon me the chief of finners, one of the unworthieft 
of thy creatures? Let me paufe awhile—here I am loft in 
admiration:—Why me, Lord, why me? Who and what 
am I, that thou fhouldeft be mindful of me; that thou 
fhouldeft vifit me with the leaft token of thy favour; that 
theu fhouldeft be content to bear the load of my guilt, and 
make peace for me by the blood of thy crofs! How much 
love and gratitude do I owe thee! O help me to praife 
thee ; touch my heart with a live coal from thine altar; 











( 349 ) 


Iet this love influence and guide all my thoughts, words; 
and aétions; and let my whole life be one continual fcene 
of praife and thankfgiving ! 

Now I fearch in vain for my fears ; I have left them at 
the foot of the crofs; they are drowned in the fea of un- 
bounded love and grace. Why may I net_join the fong of 
angels, in afcribing falvation to Him that fitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever? 
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SIGNS OF A LIVING OR GROWING CHRISTIAN. 


(From a valuable author of the last century.) 





The righteous shall flourish like a palmstree ; he shall grow 
like a cedar in Lebanon. Pfalm xcii. 12. 






IGN 1. When your chief delight is with the faints, 
efpecially them that excelin virtue. Pfalm xvi. 3. 

2. When the fmitings of the righteous are not a burden 
to you, and you can hear of your faults with affectionate at- 
tention. Pfalm-cxli. 5. 

3. When Jefus Chrift, in the midft of temptation, is 
more to you than all the world. Phil. iii. 8. 

4, When reproach for Chrift makes you not afhamed of 
Chrift. Mark, viii. 38. Heb. xi. 26. 

5. When wandering thoughts in time of duty find lefs » 
entertainment than formerly. Pfalm cxxxix, 23. 1 Cor. 
xi. 11. 

6. When length of ftanding in the profeffion of Chrif- 
tianity works increafe of hatred to all fin. Pfalm cxix. 104 
—113. 

7. When you carry about with you a conftant Jealoufy 
over your own heart, that it turn not afide fram God and 
goodnefs. Prov. xxviii. 14. 

8. When every known new mercy begets new thankful- 
nefs, and that with delight. Pfalm cxlv. 2. 

9. When known calamity in God’s houfe bégets deep 
forrow in your heart. Neh. i. 4. 

10. When God’s afflicting you for your fins makes you 
love God the better. Pfalm cxix, 75. 

11. When the fame care and travail you at firft laboured 
in to get Chrift, is as much, if not more, laboured int 
keep Chrift. Heb. vi. 11, 12. i 
Vor. I. Yy 
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12. When a feeling fenfe of the peace and edification of 
the church of God lies fo near your heart, that you can pre- 
fer it above your chief concerns. Pfalm cxxxvii. 6. Rom. 
xiv. 19. 2 Cor. xi. 9. 

13. When, under deep diftrefs or languifhing, the word 
of God is precious to you. Pfalm cxix. 92. 

14. When any condition, though in itfelf mean, as it 
comes from God, is moft welcome. Job, i. 21. Hab. iii. 
17, 18. 

15. When the peace of Chrift’s houfe begets chief joy 
in your heart. Pfalm cxxii. 7, 8, 9. 

16. When chief care to avoid all fin is as truly occa- 
fioned through fear of difhonouring God, and incurring his 
prefent difpleafure as wrath to come. Neh. v. 15. Gen. 
XXXix. 9. 

17. When the leaft apprehenfion of God’s withdrawing 
makes you feek him more earneftly in fuch ways wherein he 
will be found. Pfalm Ixiii. 1. 

18. When every company is burdenfome to you, that is 
not defigning your Father’s glory , but derogating therefrom. 
Pfalm cxx. 5. 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8 

19. When the fins of others come fo near your heart, that 
you walk fadly to fee fuch perfons tranfgrefs God’s com- 
mandments. Pfalm cxix. 136. 

20. When the light of your underftanding grows more 
{trong to your making judgment of fpiritural things accord- 
ing to God’s word. Eph. i. 18. 

21. When bitter things become {weet to you, as they are 
fquared by, and founded on, the will of God. Matt. xxvi. 
$8, 39. Acts, xxi. 14. 

22. When the path of the humble is fo delightful, that 
you’d rather be with them, than in the tents of the un- 
godly. Aéts, xx. 19. Pfalm Ixxxiv. 10. 

23. When your pity is fuch to perifhing people, that you 
cannot but weep at the thoughts of their ruin. Luke, xix. 
41, Jer. ix. 1. Phil. iii. 18, 19. 

24. When the yoke of felf-denial, as impofed by Chrift 
Jefus, is mot grievous, but pleafant to you. Matt. xi. 29, 
30. Mark, x. 28. 

25. When the force of the refurrection and judgment to 
come, lies fo clofe at your heart, that it makes you anfwer 
every call of Chrift to do or fuffer cheerfully, 2 Cor. v. 9, 
10. Aéts, xxiv. 15, 16. 

26. When increase of time in Chrift’s acquaintance 
works increase of delight in communion with Chrift. Pfa. 
xcii, 12. 13, 14. 
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27. When in the walk of faith you are more frequent, 
and lefs depend upon walking by fenfe. 2 Cor. v. 7. Gal, 
ii. 20. 

28. When the majefty of the great God, confidering 
how vifible you are in his fight, hath an awful prevalence 
upon your heart. Job, xxxi. 4. 

29. When you are at open war and conftant hoftility 
with bosom sin, as difpleafing to God, and forbidden by his 
law. Pfalm xviii. 23. 

30. When you have a thirfting care to get the power ofy 
godlinefs in your heart, rather than the form of godlinefs in 
the head, or outward profeffion. 2 Cor. i. 12. 

31. When the worfhip of God, agreeable to his word, is 
highly prized, and faithfully practifed, in the worft of times. 
Mal. iii. 14, 15, 16. 

32. When the foul is more hungry for the word of God, 
than the body is for temporal food. Job, xxiii. 12, Pfalm 
cxix. 72, 162. 


— @ aa 
SIGNS OF A DYING, OR DECAYING CHRIS- 
TIAN. 
1. HEN you are fo indifferent to affemble, or frequerit 


the church of God, that you can come, or you 

cannot come, at your own pleafure. 

2. When, in your folemneft worfhip, you are quickly 
weary without warrantable caufe. 

3. When few fermons will pleafe you ; either you like not 
matter, OY manner, or man, or place. 

4. When you think you know enough. 

5. When a {mall occafion will keep you from Chrift’s table, 
or communion with the church of God. 

6. When you have ufually no great mind to prayer. 

7. When reading the Holy Scriptures is more burthen- 
fome than delightful. ' 

8. When you are mighty inquifitive after novelties or 
new things, rather than wholefome doétrine. : 

9. When you are fo little prepared for the folemn affem- 
blies, that they come before you think of them, or long for 
them. | 

10. When you come to the afflembly more for fear of 
the brethren’s eye, than Chrift’s omnifcient and all-piercing 
eye. 
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11. When you will rather betray the name of Chrift 
Jefus, and the credit of his Gofpel, by your filence; than 
appear for it to your own fuffering and difparagement. 

12. When, at afmall offence, you are ufually fo impa- 
tient, that you commit great fin. 

13. When you are more careful to get the words of 
Chrift’s people, than the fpirit of Chrift’s people ;—the 
form and the power. 

44. When you are not much troubled at your own mif- 
"carriages, while they are kept from public view. 

15. When you love feast thofe Chriftians that deal moft 
faithfully with you, in the opening your fores, and tender- 
ing you remedies. * 

16. When you pray more for affli€tions being removed 
than fan¢tified. 

17. When under God’s calamity, you can neither find 
neceflity, nor excellency, to humble yourfelves by fafting 
and prayer. 

18. When the thought of your bofom-luft, or any other 
fin, is more prevalent with you, than pleafing God. 

19. When you are mighty curious about the leffer mat- 
ters of God’s law, and mighty carelefs about the weightier. 

20. When the Holy Spirit’s help te the great work of 
mortification, feems not of abfolute neceffity to you: 

21. When you are fo ignorant of your fpiritual ftanding, 
that you know not whether you grow or decay. 

22. When increafe of time in Chrift’s acquaintance, 
worketh decreafe of affection to Chrift’s company. 

23. When great fins feem fmaller, and fmall fins feem 
none at all. 

24. When your tongue is frequent in complaining of lef- 
fer miferies, and filent in praifing for greater mercies. 

25. When your fenfe of the great worth of time is fo 
fmall, that you are turned prodigal. 

26. When a watchful care of a godly life, and Chriftian 
converfation, is more accidental than habitual. 

27.: When care for your body is ufually moft pleafant, 
and care for your foul ufually moft irkfome. 

28. When you are much a ftranger to the practical part 
of meditation on the word and works of God. 

29. When the thoughts of a dying Jefus, for your fins, 
doth little diffuade you from an unchriftian converfation. 

30. When you can remember paft fins committed, rather 
with liking than lothing. 

31. When you can fee fpectacles of morality carrying 
to their long home, and be as practically unconcerned, as 
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though yourfelves were exempted from the like ftate of 
mortality. 

32. When you find greater fatisfaCtion in the company of 
the world, than with the people of God. 


me > tae — 


THE UNKNOWN GOD, 


WONDERFULLY REVEALING HIMSELF TO A POOR PAGANO 


EMMEHANUIT, an Indian of the firft eminence in 
Martha’s vineyard, and his wife, buried their firit five 
children fucceflively, within ten days after the birth of each, 
notwithitanding all the efforts of Powaws and the ufe of 
medicines for their prefervation. In the year 1638, which 
was before the Englifh fettled there, a fixth child was born. 
The mother, agitated with fear left this child alfo fhould 
die, and utterly defpairing of help from the means fhe had 
formerly tried, took the babe in her arms and walked out 
into the field, ‘that there fhe might freely vent her forrows 
and her tears. While the was there, mufing on the infuf- 
ficiency of all human help, fhe felt it powerfully fuggefted 
to her mind, that there is one Almighty God who is to be 
prayed to—that this God hath created all the things that we 
see—and, that the God who had given being to herself, and 
all other "people, and who had given this child to her, was 
casily able to continue his life. 

Upon this, the poor pagan refolved that fhe would cry 
to this God for that mercy, which fhe accordingly did. 
The iffue was that her child lived ; and her faith (fuch as it 
was) in Him, who thus anfwered her prayer, was wonder- 
fully ftrengthened: The confideration of which caufed her 
to dedicate this child to the fervice of that God who had 
preferved his lifes 

Soon after this the Englith came to fetile in the ifland ; 
and the Indians who had been prefent at fome of their de- 
votions reported, that the man who {poke among them fre- 
quently looked upwards. The woman hearing this, con- 
cluded that their affemblies were for prayers, and that their 
prayers were to that very God whom fhe had. addreffed for 
the life of her child. In this opinion fhe was foon confir- 
med when Jr, Mahew preached the Gofpel there to the 
Indians; which Gofpel fhe readily, chearfully, and cor- 
dially embraced. And inthe conteffion fhe made at her 
admiffion inte the church, fhe related that preparation for 
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the knowledge of Chrift, with which God had fo wonder- 

' fully favoured her. But that which enhances this wonderful 
mercy is, that this very child has proved an eminent preacher 
of Chrift among the Indians. He is living at this time, 
fays our author*, (1696), a very religious Chriftian, and a 
laborious Minifter; he is paftor of an Indian church, com- 
pofed of fome fcores of regenerate fouls, and has taken 
pains to extend the Gofpel to other Indians on the main 
land with great fuccefs. His name is Faphet. 

* Who can tell how often the good Spirit may imprefs 
the mind of an Heathen? Who can tell how many Otahei- 
tans, Indians, and Africans may now be under fimilar 
impreffions, ‘“‘a people prepared for the Lord,” to whom a 
Miffionary may addrefs the words of St. Paul—‘ Whom, 
therefore, ye ignorantly worfhip, Him declare I unto 
you!” 


-_———ap > ie 
THE DEADLY FRUIT OF INFIDELITY. 


Ee E mutiny among the feamen having had alfo a partial 
operation in the ranks of the Marine Forces at Ply- 
mouth, hath induced an awful example of its ill effe&ts in 
the punifhment, by death of three private Marines laft week 
under the fentence of a Court Martial. ~ One of thefe un- 
happy and mifguided fufferers was a Mr. Lee, of Dublin, a 
man of confiderable natural and acquired talents, and who 
had reafoned himfelf into a difbelief of the principles of re- 
vealed religion from the writings of fceptics, and particular- 
ly from the pamphlet entitled The Age of Reason. The fal- 
lacy of thefe principles, and their fad confequences, cannot 
better be defcribed than in the following letter, with which 
we are favoured from one of our correfpondents, who was 
an eye-witnefs of their flimfinefs in this man’s inftance in 
the hour of death. We only detain our readers from the 
perufal with juft obferving, that, from the circumftances 
which attended the writer’s behaviour in his laft hours, 
there is great reafon to hope that God’s grace triumphed 
over infidelity in this inftance, and faved him as a brand 
from the fire through the fovereignty of his mercy. 


¢ 


* Dr. Cotton Mather, in his Magnalia Christi Americqna, 
Book vi. p. 63. 
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From my Cell, Citadel Prison, Plymouth, 
Fuly 6, 1797. 
My prar Broruer, a 


‘coe exertions to fave my life cannot now avail. 
Yefterday the order for my execution this day arrived. 
I have but a few fhort moments to live, and I truft that, 
therefore, what I wifh to impart to you will be received by 
vou with that ferioufnefs with which it muft come from the 
heart of a dying man. 

Like you, I have been mifled by the ‘sophistications of 
thofe who deny the truths of the Gofpel, and deride the 
evidence of God’s word; like you, I gave them implicit con- 
fidence ; but the awfulnefs of my prefent ftate has induced a 
candid examination of them; and the arguments of the 
enemies of divine revelation appear now to me in the vileft 
culours. 

Ihave thought it neceflary to feek the aid of a Minifter of 
the Gofpel, who, I truft, is a witnefs to my converfion, to my 
regeneration, and will teftify’ i it, as far as he can be fuppofed 
to place a confidence in the fincerity of it. On this fubject 
I have no time to add more, than to exhort you to avail your- 
felf of the opportunity you have to renounce thofe opinions, 
which were near proving fatal to my eternal happinefs here- 
after, through the merits of his dear Son, Jefus Chrift, the 
Redeemer of mankind. 

The gentleman who has been confiderably inftrumental 
in producing my converfion, will, I prefume, at my requett, 
take up the pen to offer you fuch arguments as his fuperior 
abilities and experience will dictate ; and I have no doubt, 
but if you inveftigate the truth with a due impartiality, 
your mind will foon acknowledge that conviction I do, and 
your soul willbe filled with it. 

Whatever family claims I have, I transfer to my fifter 
Aldridge, and requeft you will do all in your power to ren- 
der the evening of her days as comfortable as poffible.—For 
ever farewell, dear Brother, (here).—Remember my lat 
dying advice, and confult your eternal welfare.—Recom- 
mend my affection to my fifters and brothers, and all friends. 


Your fincere Brother, 


ROBERT LEE. 
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AN ADDRESS TO SLEEPERS IN THE HOUSE OF 
| GOD. 
HILDREN of floth! Your crimes need not be proved— 


you are your own accufers ; and, as though you gloried 
in your fhame, you are repeatedly expofing yourfelves to 
frefh guilt and difgrace before many witnefles. Hardened 
in your fin, neither the voice of the preacher, the fubjeét of 
his miniflry, the eyes of fpe¢tators, no the prefence of the 
Great Gop himfelf have hitherto reftrained you! Suffer 
one among the many, whofe grief and indignation your in- 
excufeable indolence repeatedly provokes, and whofe devo. 
tional pleafures it interrupts, to addrefs you in the language 
of faithful remonftrance. 

What mean ye, O Sleepers! by choofing the day of 
God above allothers, for a day of flumber, and the time of 
his worship above all other, for flothful indulgence ? Have 
ye not houfes and couches to fleep in at home, that you 
muft convert your pews into bed-chambers? Are there no 
feafons of repofe you can enjoy befide, that you muft 
choofe thofe which are confecrated to God? O Sleepers+ 
know, that every pillow in your habitations unites with 
every fetting fun, to leave your flumbers in the fanctuary 
without excufe. 

Or will ye find that excufe in the nature of the service ? 
Will you plead that the Gofpel of Chrift is a thing fo un- 
interefting, or devotional exercifes fo ftupifying, that in 
vain you endeavour to preferve your attention to them? 
Ah think, what a teftimony fuch a plea will bear to the ex- 
treme hardness and carnality of your own hearts. What 
can engage your attention, if a God incarnate, fhedding his 
precious blood for guilty men, cannot? What fubject fo in- 
terefting as this, or what more deferving your regard! 

When the Redeemer expired, the rocks trembled—tie 
earth faook—the graves opened—the dead arofe—the fun 
hid his beams, and a Centurion exclaimed, “ this is the 
Son of God.” But you—harder than the rock—more flupid 
than the earth—more unfeeling than the grave, or the dead 
carcafes it contains, can prefent, to a difgufted affembly, a 
yawning countenance at that very fcene which made the 
lamp of heaven afhamed to appear before an admiring, 
world, and tacitly declare, that an idolatrous Gentile oldies 
felt more like a Chriflian than yourfelves. 
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But you profefs to be Christians; and would be offended 
with the man who {fhould call your piety in queftion. Is 
this then the evidence you give of it, and are thefe the 
fruits by which we muft judge of your religion? Enter the 
mofque of a Muffelman—zhe pagod of an Indian, or the 
fynagogue of a Jew, and, if you are ingenuous enough to 
draw a fair inference, confefs, that if attention be the cri- 
terion, they are better worfhippers than you. Yes it is the 
infamy of Christian assemblies above all other, to difhonour 
their religion, belie their profeffion, aud infult their God } 
And at your door, O Sleepers! that infamy lies; 

Where is your refpeét for your Minifter? For fix days 
he labours, and on the feventh he brings into the pulpit 
what he has in fecret prepared. Unhappy man! Thy hear. 
ers tell thee to thy face that thy labours for a week are not 
worthy their attention for an hour. O how often has it 
been, that when the faithful, zealous man of God has had 
his heart warmed with his fubject, and has fondly thought 
each attendant’s feelings were in unifon with his own; that 
by your indecent yawning, your filthy fnoring, or repeated 
nodding before his eyes, his pleafure hath yielded to fur- 
prize—his furprize to grief, and his grief to difcourage« 
ment, until he has fcarcely poffefled fufficient fortitude to 
clofe the fentence he had begun, and a feafon which pronii- 
fed univerfal delight, becomes, through your eurted indo- 
lence, tormenting to the preacher, and unprofitable to at- 
tentive hearers. , 

What mean you thus to fleep and break our hearts! Have 
we not difcouragemients enough in the world, tliat you muft 
bring yours into the fanétuary ! Shall we labour to exclude 
every thing from our recollection that would fadden our 
fpirits whilft we are worfhipping in the beauty of Holinefs, 
and will you, to our faces, counteract our efforts ; and in- 
ftead of animating our devotion by your theerful attention, 
refign yourfelves to the infenfibility of logs, till you diffufe 
{tupidity or grief over all around ? 

Will you apologize by urging a drowfy habit of bedy 
which induces a natural lethargy? I afk you, why are you 
not lethargic in your bufinefs ? Which of your cuftomers 
do you infult as you do the congregation and the Minifter 
with whom you profefs to unite in divine worfhip? who fees 
you aileep in your fhops, or in the circle of your friends ? 
When do you clofe your eyes over a newfpaper? or your 
ears to atale of {fcandal ?—Abufe your confcience no longer. 
This is the faétt—either you make the day of God a day of 


Vou. I. Zz 
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intemperate indulgence, and fo criminally induce that drowfi- 
nefs which is your conftant difgrace, and renders you com- 
mon nuifances to every congregation that you vifit, or elfe 
your reverence for God and attachment to the Gofpel of 
Jefus, is little more than mere profeffion ; for nothing can 
be more evident or eafy to be underftood than this, that if 
the concerns of the world will keep you awake at the fame 
hours, and in the fame circumftances as thofe in which you 
fleep in the houfe of God, it muft be becaufe you have not 
fo much relifh for, nor feel your heart fo much interefted 
in religion as about the world.—You may draw your own 
conclufion, 

Be perfuaded to anfwer the following queftions.—Do 
you believe that public worfhip is an ordinance of God? 
Do you believe that Christ is always present where two or 
three are met in his name? Do you believe there is a day 
of reckoning at hand, when he who infpeéts his churches 
now, will call you tohis bar? Will not all fuch defpifers 
of Chrift and his worfhip, as you are, be afhamed before 
him at his coming? 

Becaufe efforts from the pulpit have been unfuccefsful, 
this is made from the prefs. Should it fail of its defign, 
you muft fleep on, till an infulted God fhall meet you in 
awful retribution. Of your guilt, your Minifters wath their 
hands, and appeal to Heaven and to you, that they are not 
partakers of your fins. | 


CURE FOR DROWSINESS IN WORSHIP. 


] HAVE frequently heard the people of God complain 
of the infirmity of drowfinefs, and an almoft irrefiftible 
propenfity to fleep whilft under the word. This has been 
matter of the greateft uncafinefs to them, and they have 
not been able altogether to conquer it, notwithftanding 
their utmoft care and watchfulnefs. I fhall not attempt to 
lay down any certain method, by which this may always be 
prevented ; but only to dropa hint or two, which has been 
ufeful to me, and may be fo to many. 

The afternoon is the time when this difpofition is moft 
particularly feit, and on the Sabbath fie time between fer- 
vice is fo fhort, that people rife almoft direétly from their 
tables to go to the houfe of God, where for want of the ac- 
cuftomed exercife of the week, the body experiences an 
unufual load, and confeguently produces a languid frame 
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and ftupor of mind. I would not immediately recammend 
fafting on the Lord’s Day, (although that would be coma 
mendable, if eating incapacitated us for its duties) but I 
am perfuaded if people were a little more abftemious, and 
would defer their principal meal till evening, and only 
make ufe of a flight refrefhment, inftead of a hearty din« 
ner, this would have a very great effect in preventing 
drowsiness. 

There are fome perfons who in confequence of age, and 
conftitutional habits, are more particularly inclined to this 
difpofition than others ; thofe children of God may reckon 
this among the reft of their infirmities, and will lament it 
as they do evil thoughts and fuggeftions of the heart. But 
let not floth and idlenefs, and the want of a little felf- mor 
tification influence any to feek fhelter under this pretence. 
God is a fearcher of the heart, and a trier of the reins, 
and can very eafily difcriminate between the infirmities of 
nature, ,and allowed fin. In nothing ought we to be more 
careful than in a point of this nature. Such is the deceit 
fulnefs of the heart, that we are too apt to fly to weak fub. 
terfuges, and lay the fault of every imperfection on any 
vhing rather than on ourfelves. 

UBIQUE, 


———we 2 a 


A DREAM. 






TO THE EDITOR. 
Srr, 


If the following account of a Dream be worthy of your 
notice, pleafe give it a place in your Magazine. I fhall 
be highly gratified if any of your Correfpondents will 
attempt to account for the wonderful fac. 


Iam, Srr, your conftant Reader, 
Canpewur. 





~7~--— 


BOUT four miles diftant from where I lived, a young 
man, the fon of a widow, was feized with a confump- 

tion, which at laft carried him off. I had but little ace 
quaintance with him; but I knew he was blefled with a 
religious education, and diftinguifhed for piety. He wasa 
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confiderable time under his complaint, and fo far from 
being thought dangeroufly ill by his relations, as to be fre- 
quently left alone, and he died without a friend to witnefs 
his departure. , 

The fame night on which he died, I dreamed I faw 
him, and that I was appointed by Divine Providence to at- 
tend him through the Valley of the Shadow of Death! 
We fet out together through a very dangerous lonely valley, 
of a mofly appearance, with pits on every fide of the road, 


-which was covered with grafs. We went on with confider- 


able fpeed on this untrodden path, with a light very much 
refembling a mifty day, for we could fee but a {mall dif- 
tance before us. At length, after many turnings and wind- 
ings, we came to our journey’s end, and faw Heaven as 
reprefented in the Revelation, four fquare, with feveral 
gates. When a good way off, we heard the fongs of the 
redeemed, which made us quicken our pace. We ap- 
proached one fide of the New Jerufalem, and afcended 
fome’fteps, but found no admittance; yet nothing difcou- 
raged, we proceeded to another fide, where we found an 
open door, at which my companion entered, and I faw 
kim no more, I was allowed only to glance my eye into 
the blefled abodes, where I faw a vaft concourfe of people, 
on feats rifing in regular order above each other; the whole 
blefied company had their eyes fixed on fome object in the 
midft of the celeftial Temple, but which I could not be- 
hold; and all were fingivg in rapturous ftrains of joy, with 
a mixture of veneration and aftonifhment on their counte- 
nances. Having finifhed this pleafant tafk of accompany- 
ing one to the gates of Heaven, I returned alone by the 
way which I went, highly delighted with what I had feen 
and heard. 

On awaking, I was not a little furprized at my dream, 
and pap morning told a friend all the circumftances; 
about two hours after, we were informed that the young 
man had died that night.—Though it is forty years fince, 
yet.every circumftance is as frefh in my mind as that day 
after it happened. 

. Glasgow, May 26, 1797. - 
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ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


MAHOMETANISM. 





66 HE 5th Angel,” faith John, “founded, andI faw 
a ftar fall from Heaven upon ea rth, and to him was | 
given the key of the bottomlefs pit.” Rev. ix. 1. 4 

The moft eminent expofitors of fcripture agree in the 
application of this terrible prophecy to the grand impoftor, } 
Manomet. <A name of fuch confiderable magnitude, in i 
confequence of its connexion with the Chriftian church, as it 
defervedly to demand our attention in this place. 

This fingular perfon was born at Mecca in Arabia, fome- i} 
where about the year 572. His father dying when he was 4 
only two months old, he was left to the care of his grand- 
father. At his birth many prodigies are reported to have 
happened, as omens of his future greatnefs. Early in life - 
he was inftruéted in the bufinefs of a merchant, and em- 4 
ployed by a rich widow, of the name of Khadijah, as a if 
factor. Into her favour he fo effe€tually infinuated him- 
felf, as to obtain her in marriage. By this event he be- ; 
came poffeffed of confiderable wealth and power, and con- “i 
tinued in the mercantile occupation for feveral years. i 

About the 38th year of his age he began to enter upon 1 
the execution of his defign, of introducing to the world a i 
new religion. For the more facile accomplifhment of his a 
purpofe, he judged it requifite to give celebrity to his name, i 
by leading a life of rigid fanctity. Retiring to a cave called i 
Hira, near Mecca, in the exercife of fevere abftinence and 
meditation, he profeffed to have extraordinary revelations, 
and frequent converfe with the Angel Gabriel, In the 
courfe of his profeffion as a merchant, by his communica- 
tions, both with Jews and Chriftians, he obtained a know- 
ledge of their refpective religious tenets ; and incorporated 
feveral mutilated parts of both into his own abominable 
fyftem. Availing himfelf of the eorruptions of Chriftianity, 

and the diftraétions which at that time fo fhamefully pre. 
vailed amongft its profeffors, he feized the opportunity 
which their vices favourably afforded, and entered upon 
the defign of renderivg himfelf illuftrious as the head of a 
new religion. 
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At the commencement of his undertaking he only brought 
forward the mofl unexceptionable parts of his novel fcheme; 
profeffing no more than a defign of purging religion from 
that grofs idolatry into which, he pretended, its abettors 
had fallen, and to reftore it to its ancient purity, by calling 
men back to the worfhip of one true God. 

In his retirement at Mecca he pretended that the angel 
Gabriel had informed him of his divine miffion ; and that 
he was conftituted the Apoftle of God, faying, ““O, Ma- 
homet! thou art the Apoftle of God, and I am Gabriel.” 

By the neceflary converfion of his wife, and that of fome 
confiderable relations, he was emboldened in the profecu- 
tion of his impious fraud. With unremitting perfeverance 
he devoted himfelf in effeCtuating his original plan, which 
received fo confiderable an acquifition, that in the 44th year 
of his age he made a public declaration of his pretended 
miffion, avowing himfelf a prophet fent by God to purge 


‘chriftianity from its errors. 


Notwithftanding the difcouragements attendant upon his 
firft enterprize, he combated every difficulty, and by the 
ardour of his genius fo far overcame them, as to attach 
the moft eminent men in Mecca to his intereft ; and to give 
his party a formidable appearance. Thus ts agen he fet 

his followers 
in predatory excurfions, and laid the foundation of his fu 
ture greatnefs by his fuccefs at the battle of Beder, in which, 
with only 313 followers, he defeated a caravan defended 
by more than 1200 foldiers. Animated by this fingular 
fuccefs, he advanced in his career, and by increafing 
achievements added fuch {plendour to his name, that he 
was enabled to bring to the field an army which, in confe- 
quence of the enthufiafm infufed into their minds by the 
eloquence of their chieftain, infured fuccefs wherever they 
appeared, 

Such was the iffue of his exploits, that in the courfe of 
his military apoftlefhip he effected a revolution, from which 
arofe an empire that, in the immediately fubfequent 80 years 
extended over more countries and kingdoms than ever the 
Roman did in 800 years. The empire of Turkey, of the — 
Mogul in India, and the vaft empire of China in the prefent © 
day, are flriking memorials of its former greatnefs. In the 
year 628 he united in himfelf the royal character, with the 
sacred one of Chief Pontiff of his religion. 

In the year’ 632 this notorious impoftor died at Medina 
of alingering fever, fuppofed to have been the effeet of 
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poifon adminiflered to him three years before. A violent 
conteft fucceeded apout the place of his burial, which at 
laft was determined to be at Medina ; to which place pro. 
digious multitudes of Muffulmen annually refort to vifit the 
tomb of the prophet. | | 

The theological principles which conftitute Mahometan- 
ifm are the following : God is one in effence, neceffarily ex- 
ifting from eternity. Mahomet was the Prophet and Apoftle 
of God. God has decreed all things and modes, fo that no- 
thing can happen in the world, whether it refpects the con- 
ditions or operations of things, but what is contained in his 
decrees. That there are angels, pure from fin, who act in 
obedience to the Divine commands. That there are 104 
facred books ; in the number of which are the Pentateuch, 
the Pfalms, and Gofpels ; and principally the Alcoran of 
Mahomet. That there will be a general refurrection and 
final judgment. 

The rewards he propofed to his faithful difciples were 
fuch as correfponded with oriental manners, and fuited cor- 
rupt nature: Pleafant gardens, ftreams, and flowing foun- 
tains, delicious beds, all manner of fruits, the enjoyment of 
beautiful women, in whofe company they might folace them- 
{elves with amorous delights to all eternity, drinking with 
them the moft favory wines in cups of gold, &c. 

How different this recompenfe of reward from thofe pure 
and unfullied joys propofed tc the expectation of the follow- 
ers of the immaculate Jefus! How different the characters 
of the real and the pretended Prophet ! It is impoffible to re- 
fift the opportunity of making the exemplification in the 
words of Bifhop Sherlock*. 

“Go to your Natural Religion: lay before her Mahomet 
and his Apoftles, arrayed in armour and in blood, riding in 
triumph over the fpoils of thoufands and ten thoufands who 
fell by his victorious fword ; {hew her the cities which he fet 
in flames, the countries which he ravaged and detftroyed, 
and the miferable diftrefs of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
When fhe has viewed him in this fcene, carry her into his 
retirements ; fhew her the Prophet’s chamber, his concubines 
and his wives ; let her fee his adultery, and hear him alledge 
revelation and his divine commiffion to juftify his luftand 
his opprefion, When the is tired with this profpeét, then 
fhew her the bleffed Jefus, humble and meek, and doing 
good to all the fons of men, patiently inftru¢cting both the 
ignorant and the perverie : let her fee him in his moft retired 


* Vol. I. Sermon 9. 
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privacies ; let her follow him to the mount, and hear his de- 
votions and fupplications to God : carty her to his table to 
view his poor fare, and hear his heavenly difcourfe : let her 
fee him injured but not provoked : let her attend him to the 
tribunal, and confider the patience with which he endured 
the f{coffs and reproaches of his enemies: lead her to his 
crofs, and let her view him in the agony of death, and hear 
his laft prayer for his perfecutors—Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do! ) 

_“ When Natural Religion has viewed both, afk, which is the 
Prophet of God? But her anfwer we have already had, when 
fhe faw part of this fcene through the eyes of the Centurion 
who attended at the crofs, by him fhe fpoke and faid, Tay 


this man was the Son of God? ‘ 
ON CLEANING CHAPELS, &c. 


To the Editor. 
Rev. Srr, 


_ As your valuable Magazine often mingles ufeful and faluta- 


ry reproof with that inftruction and entertainment, which 
have fo welt recommended it to the religious world, I 
fhail efteem it a particular favour, if you will give me 
leave to bring the following complaint before the public 
by means of its extenfive circulation. os 


HERE are Chriftian congregations in different parts of 

the kingdom, but particularly in country towns and 
villages, that fuffer their meeting-houfes to go without any 
fweeping or cleaning for many months, and fometimes for 
yearstogether. The clothes of the worfhippers are the only 
brooms and dufters that are ever ufed; and as thefe only 
come in contact with the feats on which they fit, the floor, 
aifles, ceiling and pulpit, are often in a very dirty condition. 
It is not long fince, I was much interrupted while preaching 
im a neighbouring chapel, in which there is conftant worfhip, 
by inhaling one of the cobwebs, which hung from the found- 
ing board : and I could mention other places, where the pul- 
pit, cufhion, bible, and hymn book, were fo dufty as to make 
it quite neceflary to wafh my hands, as foon as I had perform~ 


eal the fervice. 
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In moft of thefe places, a number of the worfhippers have 
neat, clean, and fometimes elegant houfes. Why then fuch 
a difparity between their own dwellings, and the houfe they 
have dedicated tothe fervice and glory of God! In divine 
worthip we 2re inftructed to do all things decently, as well as 
in order ; and if it were not fufficiently obvious to every one 
who will take the trouble to think on the fubjeét, many ar- 
guments might be brought to prove that to keep a place of 
worthip clean and neat, is a reafonable fervice. 

If thofe Chriftian focieties whom it concerns, dre but 
willing to redrefs this grievance, the means of doing it are 
always in their power. The Minifter, with the deacons and 
truftees, fhould fee to it, that this neceffary work is not left 
undone. The leading people might alternately fend their 
fervants to clean the chapel. Or, thofe who have it not in 
their power to fupport the Gofpel with their purfes, might 
be perfuaded to perform this fervice in rotation, as a proper 
and grateful acknowledgment for thofe ineftimable privileges 
they enjoy gratis. Or, a poor family might be hired for the 
purpofe, and acompenfation made by an annual mite from 
each of the worfhippers. This laft method is adopted, 
where I have the honour to preach, as well as in many other 
places throughout the kingdom; and we have the pleafure 
to fee our chapels as clean as our parlours. If you willhave 
the goodnefs to infert thefe hints, I am perfuaded they will 
not be altogether in vain, and it willbe a favour conferred on 


Rev. Sir, 
Your obliged humble fervant, 
Lancaster. “PLS; © 
> <> 4a 


ON RELIGIOUS RAPTURES: 


ft Yes fhining of the fun may be controverted,’ may be 
. denied by thofe who never faw it; but it fhines not- 
withftanding. The foul-animating views, which the be- 
liever enjoys through the fhining of the Sun of righteouf- 
nefs, may be reproached and defpifed, by fuch as are dull 
of themfelves and flrangers to Chriit ; neverthelefs, the 
children of God are thus indulged at times, in their way to 
Canaan. But what I mean now more particularly to con- 
fider, I fhall name in two branches. | 
Vou. I, 3 A 
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1. I have known various perfons whofe talk on this tos 
pic has been loud—whofe pretenfions have run high, who 
have been very bufy to make themfelves known. Once I 
envied them ; afterwards I p tied them. Had I not been 
taught that vital godlinefs is personal, and been led to un- 
derftand the parable of the ftoney ground hearers, I had. 
envied them ftill. ‘The profeffed experience of one, whe- 
ther.real or feigned, can be no ftandard for another. And 
though the young Chriflian is often entangled with this 
bait to his diftrefs ; yet, as he goes forward, his underftand- 
ing is enlarged, and he is delivered. The ftoney ground 
hearers have no root inthemfelves, and therefore endure 
for a while, and then fall away. Some fuch bold profeffors 
I have known, drop as a candle in its focket. I ftaggered, 
I fiumbled ; but, through rich grace, I foon recovered. 

The Gofpel reveals the fupreme good in its beauty and 
fulnefs. “With this book in his hand, and in his head, it is 
not difficult for a natural man to perfuade himfelf that the 
treafure is his, and that all fhall be well. His confidence 
is firm ; his fin is no burden ; his joys have no ebb ; for all 
appears fecure. But when the fongs of the tavern and the 
play-houfe have charms -for fuch perfons, as well as the 
fongs of Zion—when their conduct is juftly condemned by 
the world, and cannot be juftified by the faints—I afk, does 
the fanctifying joy of the Holy “Spirit preduce this fruit ? 
Is Chrift, at laft, become the Minifter of fin? Does no felf 
denial refult from the light of his countenance? Can they 
profefs to triumph in his falvation, and yet join with his 
foes to his face? Of all the modes of felf-deception, this is, 
perhaps, the moft aggravated of any; becaufe, while it 
profeffes the greateft knowledge of Chrift, it is, in faét, the 
moft flagrant oppofition to his chara¢ter and truth. 


‘6 Miftaken fouls! that dream of Heav’n, 
‘“ And made their empty boatt 
“ Of inward joys, and fins forgiv’n, 
‘¢ While they are flaves to Juft.” Watts: 


‘I am confident, that every manifeftation of the love of 
Chrift to the foul does, in its own nature, embitter fin, 
empty of felf, and give a godly jealoufy for his honour. - 
Such profeffors therefore have much reafon to fear an aw- 
ful difappointment at the lait. 

II. When aman tells me, *“ That he knows his fins are 
forgiven, that Chrift loved him and gave himfelf for him, 
and that his eternal all is fafe in his hands.” I do look for 
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more than words: ations, that fpeak louder than words in 
this cafe, are neceflary for my conviction. I am not fatif- 
fied with negative righteoufnefs, without the addition of 
fuitable deportment to glorify God. If fuch experience 
truly exifts, as before expreffed, will it not be operative ? 
Were it ever known, that the effects of fuch a caufe were 
mere founds? Does the kingdom of God confift in word 2? 
Is itnot#m power ? And, can there be power, in the fenfe 
of the holy Ghoft, where there is not aétion to the praife 
of hisname? Let the leaft efteemed in the church judge, 
However, in fome inftances,.I am fatisiied—encouraged— 
animated. I behold the late excellent Hervey, and fee 
profeffion and prattice agree to his lateft breath! I follow 
the Englifh Apoftle, George Whitefield, and have before me 
One continued effort to win fouls to Chrift for five and thir. 
ty years! The one though confined to a country parifh, 
employed his purfe, his voice, and his pen, with affection« 
ate afliduity, to promote and publifh the truth of God. 
The other traverfed half the known world to proclaim the 
falvation of Chrift. When I hear thefe men {peak of “ rap- 
turous” delights, in communion with God, I believe— 
their profeffion and practice accord. Nor have I any doubt 
of fuch a man as Dr. Gill, who was confined to his ftudy or 
his pulpit for upwards of fifty years, to digeft to minifters, 
and defend the truths of the gofpel. When one man’s pen 
produces nine volumes in folio and eight in quarto, amidft 
the labours of his ftated miniftry, and all to fubferve the 
caufe of Chrift, I am convinced that his application and 
diligence muft have been almoft incredible. Here you 
have different gifts, but the fame fpirit. They had fuch 
views of their glorious Lord, and fuch experience of his 
mighty love, that each was willing to {pend and be fpent ta 
glorify hisname. And, as foon as God revealed his Son 
in Saul of Tarfus, he chearfully entered on his work— 
made the tour of the then known world maugre ail oppofi- 
tion, to minifter the grace of God to all nations; and refted 
not till he finifhed his courfe: as a proof that his whole 
heart was in hiswork. The practice of fuch men is an ho- 
nour to their profeffion, and their mafter. They give evi- 
dence that the love of Chriit conftrained them. 

I am far from limiting the Holy One of Ifraei——but I do 
believe that this caufe will produce correfponding effects 
wherever it is felt, I know there is a diverlity of gifts and 
different {fpheres of action, more various than perhaps I am 
apprifed of ; and to which therefore I am not difpofed to fet 
bounds. But can it be fuppofed, that large engagement 
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of fellowfhip with God engender fupinenefs and inattivit: 
in his work and worfhip ? What, has the love of Chrift lok 
its efficacy ? Or is there no deception in the cafe?* ames 
was ready to atteft the truth of his faith by his works ; and, 
our Lord fays, “* By their fruits ye fhall know them.” Will 
not thefe paflages apply here ? Poffibly fuch perfons might 
not impertinently afk themfelves this queflion.—‘ When I 
declare my confident affurances of eternal life, and the tranf- 
porting experience of God’s love to my foul ; who will give 
me credit except they fee me zealous and active to promote 
the kingdom of Chrift? All the world have agreed that love 
reget love ; and, therefore, unanimoufly reject the pro- 
feflion of it where there is not a correfponding conduct. 
A profeffion of divine love, efpecially, fhould not be in word 
and in tongue, but in DEED and in TRUTH, to gain credit 
with men, or bring honour to God. Muft not fuch perfons 
feel a reproof of their indolence when they fee the active 
ufefulnefs of their inferiors in knowledge and experience, 
the timid and the fearful, fo far outfhine theirs? The Lord 
commends the aéfive fervant. ‘* Well done, good and faith- 
ful fervant: thou haft been faithful over afew things; I 
will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” Though his joys and confidence might 
not abound—his gifts not {plendid—his {phere of action not 
extenfive ; yet, being diligent in yfing what he had to the 
honour of his mafter, his Lord approved hi faithful fervice, 
This is applicable as well to private Chriftians, as to minis 
f{ters, to whom it more immediately belongs. 

| MINOR QUAM NIL, 


iectutenlll 


* Deo not all causes discover themselves in effects saitable to their 
own nature? Were all our professed religious joys and delights 
analiged and reduced to their first principles, there would be found 
much more dress of natural passion mixed with them than is ge- 
nerally apprehended ; for pure spiritual joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ cannot but produce, according to its measure, 
lively active zeal for his honour, both in heart and life ; while na- 
tural affection, being merely selfish, is empty in itself, and transi- 
ent in its appearance. If it be, therefore, an allowed rule of 
judging, from. the effects to the cause, we may safely conclude which 
cause predominates from the effects which follow. 








ON VISITING. 


if is to be lamented, that though we live in a day wheq 
the Gofpel Sun fhines with fuch glorious luftre, yet our 
hearts are little warmed and animated by it! Profeffors of 
the Gofpel often meet and vifit each other, but there is little 
faid or done for the glory of their Mafter. The cares of 
the world, the politics of the day, or the circumftances of 
the family, form the general topics of converfation, while 
there is little time left for thofe more important things that 
relate to God and their immortal fouls. A word of advice, 
therefore, on this fubjeé&t, I hope, will be both feafonable 
and profitable. 

In all our focial interviews let it be remembered, that we 
fhould have each other’s welfare at heart. Many vifit for 
the fake of gaining temporal good, inftead of imparting. 
what is fpiritual ; but our chief objeét fhould be the im- 
provement of the mind. In this way a Chriftian may get 
good and dogood. But it is painful to fee in fome profef- 
fors nothing but levity and noife. Many always carry with. 
them a long ftring of foolifh and fcandalous anecdotes, to 
excite the laughter or malevolence of the company ; while 
others have nothing to fay except it be about themfelves, 
what they have faid, and how much they have done !— 
But have Chriftians no better fubjeéts than thefe to difcourfe 
of ? Surely, they of all men ought to be the moft heavenly, 
the moft confiflent, and the moft sublime in their converfa- 
tion. The aftonifhing events in Providence, and the de- 
lightful truths of revelation, would afford them ample field 
for the moft animating and profitable converfations. In 
fome companies a text of fcripture propofed fo. difcuffion 
would beneficial ; in others, a plain Gofpel truth brought 
forward and improved ; and in moft, if not all, prayer and 
praife fhould be attended to. When vifits are kept up in 
this manner, they refemble alittle heaven upon earth, and 
are far more profitable than the unmeaning chit-chat, or 
os defultory talk which fo much prevails when we vifiteach 
other. 

Minifters of the Gofpel fhould be very circumfpeét and 
fpiritual at thefe times. The eyes of al! are upon them, 
and their little indifcretions are more eafily feen than others. 
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They fhould therefore be forward in difcourfing on fpiritual 
fubjects, and be Ministers out of the pulpit as well as in, 
It isnot enough fora minifter to difcourfe well publicly, 
but he fhould endeavour to communicate inftruftion when 
in private companies ; and that, not only with his lips, but 
inhis conduct. As the great Dr. Owen obferves, ‘a paftor’s 
life fhould be vocal ; for if a man teach uprightly and walk 
crookedly, more will fall down in the night of his life, than 
be built up inthe day of his doétrine.” 

_ Parents when vifiting their children fhould difcover a re- 
gard for their fouls as well as their bodies; fhould dire& 
them to their glorious Parent above, fhould pray with and 
for them, fhould converfe with them about the beft things, 
and endeavour to draw off their attention from the world ; 
this would be the moft ftriking way of fhewing affection to 
them, and care for them. 

Relations and acquaintance when they meet fhould be- 
ware of trifling converfation, efpecially of flander and back. 
biting, fo common in the prefent day. They fhould not 
talk of the faults of any one but to hisface. He that is al. 
ways {peaking evil of others, thinks but little how others are 
talking of him ; or, at leaft, what foundation he is laying for 
others to do fo. 

Young people would do well when vifiting, to watch 
againit their natural vivacity, to {pend their.time in profit- 
able converfations, and not in idle, frothy talk. How de- 
lightful is it to fee a company of young perfons joining in 
things of a ferious nature ! How amiable do they then ap- 
pear, and how likely are fuch to be intelligent, good, and 
happy! How incumbent is it upon all Minifters and people, 
rich and poor, young and old, whenever they meet, to con- 
fider how much good may be done, and how much evil 
may be avoided, by being watchful, fpiritual, and circum. 
{pect! . GAMMA. 


REFLECTIONS AT THE GRAVE OF A DE, 
CEASED FRIEND. 


E the whole citcle of human obfervation, perhaps there 
are no fubjects that fo forcibly addrefs our reafon and: 
our paffions, as death and the grave. To the greateft fo- 
jemnity is added the higheft importance ; and to the forrow 
that we feel at the deceafe of a friend, and our affectionate’ 
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fympathy with furviving relatives, is added the impreffive 
confideration of our own mortality. 

The human mind is fond of contemplating thofe fubjeéts, 
and viewing thofe fcenes, which roufe its feelings and agitate 
its pafions. On this account it is, that when a fellow mor- 
tal is committed to the duft, the grave is generally furround- 
ed with fpeétators, and the folemn fervice which is then 
performed is liftened to with the moft ferious attention. 
Such a fcene I lately witneffed ; I was affected by it, and 
endeavoured to realize its whole importance. 

“In that grave,” faid I, “is laid the remains of a per- 
fon, whofe natural conftitution was fimilar with my own, 
and who lately thought and acted with as much mental ener- 
gy and bodily health as I enjoy at prefent. Our circum- 
{tances were alike, our friendfhip was natural, and our 
hopes of continued happinefs were equally fanguine : but 
alas! on his part, they are by one ftroke all {wept away! 
He is infenfible ; he is in the land of darknefs and corrupti- 
on, and both the bond and the felicity of human friendfhip 
are deftroyed forever. The fimilarity of paft circumftan- 
ces, and the awful change that has taken place, ought to re- 
mind me, that I am liable to the fame ftroke that he has 
fuffered ; and a retrofpect of paft ages muft furely convince 
me, that my diffolution isfwiftly approaching, and is unal- 
terably fure. I fhall foon be fuch a lifelefs and corrupted 
body as I have lately beheld ; and fhall be committed to the 
grave, the houfe appointed for all living. Thus far, in the 
fenfible horizon of natural and experimental truth, I look, 
and am inftructed and admonifhed : but the facred volume’ 
of infpiration prefents a rational, a clear, an unbounded 
view, for my moft expanded intelligence, and moft ferious 
reiiection. It reveals the caufe of all human calamity,— 
that it isfin. It tells the confequence, that it is death. It 
contradicts thofe vain and impious notions of the govern- 
ment of the world being left to the erring blindnefs of chance, 
or the unreafonable certainties of fate ; and prefents a fu- 
preme Being who ruleth among the armies of heaven, and 
over the inhabitants of the world. It revealsa refurrection 
—a Judgment—an Eternity. 

_O my foul! how inexpreffibly important is this prefent 
life, as it is conneéted with an eternal exiftence in the bo- 
fom of heavenly happinefs, or inthe gloom of infernal mi- 
fery. To be infenfible is irrational ; to be prefumptuous is 
madnefs : But to tremble under the conviction of unworthi- 
nefs and guilt ; to hope with humble confidence in freely 
' Offered mercy ; to believe and truft in that glorious perfon, 
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who is able to fave from the deepeft mifery, and to exalt té 
the higheft happinefs ; to anticipate the refurretion of a 
glorified body united to a fanétified fpirit, and to think of 


being with the Lord for ever! thefe thoughts are worthy of 
. a man; thefe hopes are the privilege of a Chriftian: This 


revelation, I muft believe to be fafe ; this experience, I mutt 
enjoy, to be happy 

Could I but believe thefe truths with the fulleft affurance, 
and feel them with all the fweetnefs of felf appropriation, 
how refignedly and chearfully might I lie me down by the 
fide of my departed friends The duft might cover and the 
worms devour me ; yet neither fhall the grave for ever con- 
fine, nor corruption entirely deftroy. The Redeemer liveth ! 
and {hall ftand at the laft day upon the earth. He fhall 
fwallow up Death in Victory: He fhall change this vile 
body, and make it like his own glorious body. He fhall 
thew me the path of life ; and, as the confummation of my 
bleffednefs, fhall introduce me into the prefence of God, 
where there is fulnefs of joy ; and place me at his right 
hand, where there are pleafures for evermore. 


CLERICUS. 


SELECT SENTENCES, 


Found among the Manuscripts of the late Dr. Conder, of 
London. 


NHRIST"s firft coming was to finifh our Redemptios ; 
‘his fecond coming will be to finifh our Salvation. 

We are never beneath hope while we are above Hell ; and 
never above hope while we are beneath heaven, 

The Bible, i in the hand of fome wicked men, is like a 
naked fword ina madman’s hand ; it only ferves to wound 
themfelves and their friends. 

The believer makes the glory of God his chief end, the 
grace and providences of Chrift his chief fupport, and the 
divine precepts his chief delight. 

There are three days coming in which Chrift will be 
efleemed peculiarly precious :—the day of public saciaaredd 
the day of death, and the day of judgment. 

If you can make nothing of your paft evidences, as to 
your intereft in Chrift, then begin afrefh in going to Chrift 
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#8 a poor finner ; and remember that none ever perifhed, of 
fhall perifh, that put their truft in him. 

There is more fin in an inordinate attachment to lawful 
things than we are aware of: that which is lawful in itfelf, 
is not fo, when it has an afcendancy in the mind. 

He that is more ffequent in his pulpit dcfore his people, 


than he is in the clofet for his people, is but a forry watch- 
man. 
















Love to Christ expressed by a dying Infant. 


LITTLE child when dying was afked, where it was RE 
going? “*To heaven,” faidthe child. ‘ And what ‘ 
makes you wifh to be there?” faid one. ‘ Becaufe Chrift 
is there?” faid the child. “ But,” faida friend, “ what 
if Chrift fhould leave heaven?” “ Well,” faid the Child; 
**T will go with him.” Sometime before its departure, it 
expreffed a wifh to have a golden crown when it died. 
“And what will you do,” faid one, ‘with the golden 
crown.” ‘ I will take the crown,” faid the child, “ and caft 
it at the feet of Chrift.”—__-—-How pleafant to remark the 
effects of grace in little children, and to view them in their - 
dying moments bearing an honourable teftimony to the 7 
precioufnefs of Chrift, and the excellence of religion. Mat. 
%Xi. 15. 
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AWFUL DEATH OF A MURDERER. 











be following awful faét has been communicated, and 
is inferted, as an inftance what an evil and better 
thing fin is: 

A youn 


, being upon a vifit to her fifter, at Lit- 
tleton in Mi | 


, fell into a {trong convulfion fit, On 
e exclaimed, “I am damned!—I sce, 
ell all éround me!” Her friends con- 

frenzy had feized her, medical aid 
for ; fhe affured them that fhe was not 
§ A MURDERER! This (as fhe had always 
Man of remarkably good character) con- 
) that it was frenzy; when fhe began the 
Vor. LL 3B 





























{ 374 j, 


lowing fhocking tale: ‘“‘ This time three years I care 
ver from my father’s to attend my fifter here while fhe 
ay-in of that fine child below. Very foon after fhe was 
brought to-bed, I fell in labour. I went out into an out 
houfe, where, in little more than an hour, I was delivered 
of a fine beautiful boy. I looked at it fme little time, then 
pinched its throat till I killed it. I then wrapped it up, 
carried it into the houfe, and locked it into my box; went 
to my fifter, afked how fhe did, then went down to the nurfe 
and affifted her. After a fortnight I took my murdered in- 
fant out of my box, and threw it into the common horfe 
pond by the rode fide, where it was foon trod to pieces ; 
and I have never had one happy, no, not one eafy minute, 
fince; and now the fight of m} fifter’s fweet little lively 
child playing about diftraés me; for, I think that, if it 
had not been for my dreadful wickednefs, I might now have 
had one alfo. But I murdered it; and I am going to Hell 
for it,” Upon recolle¢tion and conference it appeared that 
fhe had been mifling an hour and a half atthe time the 
mentioned, and could not be found. She alfo told them, 
that, in confequence of her milk, fhé had two broken 
breafts; for cure of which, the applied to a furgeon in the 
neighbourhood, who faid to her, ‘If I did not know you, 
and know that you area young woman of fuch extraordi- 
nary good character, I fhould {wear that_you had borne a 
child.’ She foon after married a young man who had courted 
her fome time. She faid, that, fome time after her marriage, 
her hufband afked her what became of her pregnancy pre- 
vious to their marriage? To which, fhe faid, the replied, 
“ It never came to good.” It furely came t6 evil for all! par- 
ties. Immediately upon this, feveral minifters were fent 
for, one of whom, in particular, earneftly exhorted her to 
fly to Chrift, endeavouring to fhow her the gracious pro- 
mifeSof the Redeemer to att who will come to him— 
“Him that cometh to Me I will in no wife caft out.”~— 
“ Though your fins be as scarLet, they fhallgbe white as 
fnow ; though they be RED as crimfon, they 
wool.” But, alas! for her, poor unhapp 
not enabled to come; for, her uniform 
was entreated to cry to the Lord Jefus 
don, “I cannot even name his name! 
Iam damned to all eternity'—I fee, 
Hell within and all around me!” Tf 
‘woman—of, as faid all about her, no ¢ 
fpirit ; not having, as the medical m 
faid, any bodily diforder—only the he 
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mind !—How ftrong a proof this of the wife man’s aphorifm: 
‘The fpirit of a man can fuftain his infirmities—but a 
6 wounded fpirit who can bear?” 


—=3 © EE - 
* * 
ON THE OTAHEITAN SACRIFICES. 


HE occafions of facrifices and oblations are multitudi- 

‘nous, as from the day a perfon is born, a number of 
Amoas, or offerings, are neceflary, at various ftages, to ren~ 
der them capable of eating with their different relatives, and 
on a variety of feftal ier a ; as the building of war canoes 
—the facred canoes—meetifig of chiefs, &c. The general 
oblations, are hogs, fifh, cloth, and a variety of roots and 
fruits, with the plantain, &c. Thefe are all performed at, 
the Morais, and attended with much feafting. 

But the moft fingular are the human facrifices, which on 
many occafions form an effential part of the fervice. Thefe 
always accompany warlike preparations to engage their 
Deities to profper their enterprifes, or to deprecate their 
wrath under any great calami ua: and are efpecially nume- 
rous on the acceflion of aneW monarch, A tranfaction of 
this fort, reported by one prefent, will convey the elated: 
idea of the horrible ceremony. 

The fucceflion of inheritance is known to be fingular, as 
the child fupplants his father, and as foonas he is born cs 
comes the head of the family. ..The prefentking of Otaheite 
is the fon ef Otoo, who on the acceffion @B hiaifo 
Pomarree, and funk down into one of 

give place to his child. On the day of his"WiRhg 
the greateft preparations were made, and the featting i 
mente, ‘ 

The Royal Maro, or badge of fovereignty, is a fath of 
net-work, and thrummed with red and yellow feathers, This 
is placed on the Morai, and from thence, with n prayers 
brought by a chief Prieft, and bound round t ng king, 
who is carried on men’s fhoulders. 

_ His uncle, a. chief of Eimeo, firft re. his ma-~ 
wledging his f{upreme dominion. He then pros 
éad human victims, which were folemnly 
w@anoes to the Morai. A chief Prieft, 
antain tree in his hand, fcooped: out an eye 
Victims, and witha long train of ceremo~. 
d them. to the young king. The bodies. were 
d away, and buried in the Morai. The fama 
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ceremony was repeated by the Chieftains of the feventeen 
diftri€ts into which the ifland is divided; fome offering one, 
and fome two human facrifices, according to the extent of 
their diftrict. er 

Thefe were followed by a large drove of hogs, and im- 
menfe quantities of turtle fifh, and vegetables, on which 
the chiefs feafted in the gteateft abundance, and continued 
for two months. The reafomafligned by their Priefts for 
offering the eye of each victim to the King, was, that the 
head of a man being reputed’ facred, and the eye the prin- 
cipal feature, this was the propereft to be prefented; as 
the king holds his mouth opéh during the prefentation, 
additional firength and difcernment is fuppofed to enter 
into him thereby ; and as his tutelar Deity receives the foul 
of the facrifice, his own is fuppofed ta be in confequence 
greatly enlarged, 

The deftruétion of the human fpecies by this inhuman 
cuftom mY but be great, and its abolition among the 
mercies to be fought in conveying to them the gofpel. 

The mode of {electing the victims has been fomewhat 
differently reported, though probably reconcileable. One 
fays, that whenever a victinggas required, the Prieft, with 
five or fix other perfons, paoun the diftrict, and that 
the man whom the Prieft fixes upon, is immediately knock- 
ed down with a club, by a perfon coming behind him, un. 
fufpected, and fuddenly, 

But a perfon who mure explicitly defcribes the procefs 
may. perhaps,be more exact in the mode, and as fome cir- 
cumftances take off a little from the horror of the proceed- 
ing, I fhouldshope the faéts may be credited. 

When facrifice is demanded the chief of the dif- 
triét convenes the Ratirras, or principal landholders, and 
none are permitted to be prefent but fuch as are nobles by 
birth. . After ftating to them the purpofe of the meeting, 
they confer together, upon the moft criminal, and the moft 
worthlefs fubject in their diftrict; fixing ufually upon a cul- 
prit, who has been guilty of blafphemy, a notorious thief, 
or who hath fled into that diftrict from another, on account 
of his crimes. This decifion, once formed, is kept a pro- 
found fecret, and probably the only one of the kind. Per- 
fons are appointed to execute the fentence with th ateft 
privacy. They are to watch their opRgEmty, 
night, and when the victim is afleep.. The w 
on this occafion is a ftone adze: and" they 
careful to ftrjke on the nape of the neck, an 
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blow, without disfiguring the body, as the Priefts may not 
offer any body which is mangled. And if a woman even 
bites a man to draw blood, he is thenceforth profane, and 
cannot be offered in facrifice, nor admitted to any facred 
fervices of the Morai. The dead body is immediately put 
into a bafket of cocoasnut leaves, and carried to the canoe to 
be conveyed to the Morai. 

But it is not alwis that the chief can find aman, who 
is judged defetwing of death, nor can he oblige the Ratirras 
to pronounce fentence, if they think the requifition impro- 
per, or find none deferving death for their crimes ; for this 
feems the only way in which criminals are executed, as 
they never bring any perfon to ‘trial face to face, left: his 
friends fhould interpofe, and attempt a refcue: but no no» 
tice is taken of his death in this cafe, and every one fup- 
pofes it was juft, ze 

On fuch occafions, they who are confcious of guilt, thelee 
ter themfelves on the facred ground near the Nprai, where * 
they may not be flain, unlefs trepanned from their retreat. 
If the Ratirras will grant no human victim, a hog is then 







fubftituted. a 

This, with the horrible of murdering the new- 
born infants, a frequent MER the moft forbidding 
feature of thefe otherwife mild®and gentle iflanders. We 


hope to teach them a facrifice, that will put an end to thefe 
atrocities ; and fet them examples,of paternal love, that will 
make them cherifh their offspring. 


T. H.-S, 
—_———aaEe GD Ga 


INCONSTANCY. A Fracment. 


CARCELY had Philander entered his clofet to meditate 

on the fermon he had juft heard, when his ears were 
affailed by a fudden rap at the door; and he was quickly 
informed, that fome company waited in the parlour to fee 
him. With much reluctance, increafed by the confcious 
impropriety of Sunday vifits, he left his beloved retreat: 
and, upon entering the room, was faluted by the complai- 
fance,of Curiofo, Mutator, and Ventofus. After the for- 
malities of an unexpected interview were adjufted, Philan- - _ 

_ addreffing himfelf to Curiofo, faid, “‘ Where have 
‘you been this morning?”—-“‘ why, really,” replied Curiofo, 
*‘T can hardly tell; for to be honeft, I have fpent a great 
part of the time in running about.”=-~“ Then, I fear,” faid 
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Philander, “you have not {pent the time very profitably.» 
—‘‘Indeed you are much miftaken,” anfwered Curiofo, 
“‘ for [have attended two prayer meetings, and heard three 
fermons, and it is not dinner time yet.””—* How can that 
be poffible?” replied Philander, with an unufual degree of 
earnefinefs. “Why,” faid Curiofo, “I heard Diligens at 
feven o’clock, and as foon as fermon over, haftened to 
a focial prayer meeting at a friend’s houfe® . After break faft, 
I met with fome Chriftian brethren in the veftry of our 
meeting, and fpent fome time in prayer before fervice 
commenced; then, after hearing our minifter, I ran as hard 
as I could to a certain chapel, and was juft in time for the 
text; fo that you fee I have made a good ufe of my time.” 
Juit as he was pronouncing the laft fentence, he was inter- 
rupted by Philander, who with a very ferious air told him, 
he much doubted the propriety of his laft expreffion.— 
“Why fo?” faid Curiofo. ‘* Becaufe,” replied Philander, 
“FT think th@ime could have been better fpent.”—“ Surely,” 
anfwered Curiofo, * it cannot be more profitably fpent than 
in hearing the Gofpel.”—“ Give me leave, friend,” faid 
Philander, ‘“‘to enquire what were the particular fubjects 
you heard jnfifted upon?) moft tremendous clap of 
thunder could not have produced a more fudden change in 
Curiofo than did this quéflion. He was mute: but at 
length, with a faultering accent, he begged that Philander 
would give him time to recolleé?. ‘* That,” anfwered Phi- 
lander, ‘*is what I wanted vou to tase. It does not appear 
to me that you have gained much good by your attendance, 
when you cannot call to mind even the general outlines of 
the fubjeét, Had you been fatisfied, as I was, to hear one 
fermon, with a mind prepared by ferious {elf-examination, 
and after that, to retire, in order to apply what you had 
heard, which was fuitable to your cafe, you would not only 
have retained in your memory the precious truths which fell 
from the lips of the preacher; but might, perhaps, have 
been able to fay—They were life and fpirit to my foul.” 
Philander, perceiving that Curiofo was quite embarrafled, 
jin order to afford him time to recover himfelf, turned the 
converfation to Mutator, who, finding he was about to be 
addrefled, was willing to be beforehand, and faid, “ Pray 
who do you think I heard this morning?” “ Why,” anfwer- 
ed Philander, “as I know your attachment to Gracilis, it 
is but natural to fuppofe you have attended upon him.”— 
“NotI, indeed,” rejoined Mutator, “I thought you had 
known that I have entirely left him.” “Surprizing!” ex. 
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claimed Philander, ‘left Gracilis! why the laft time I faw 
you, you were extravagant in his praifes. His ideas were 
{o original, his voice fo fonorous, his action fo graceful, 
and his manner fo energetic, you pronounced him the 
greateft preacher you ever heard.”—~* I really thought fo,” 
{aid Mutator, * till Eugenio came to town; but he has quite 
altered my opinion.”’— Pray who is Eugenio?” enquired 
Philander.—“ I do not much wonder,” replied Mutator, 
‘‘ that you are ignorant of him; this is the frst time of his 
vifiting the metropolis; but when he becomes known, he 
will eclipfe every body elfe.”—‘‘ On what account?” faid 
Philander. ‘* Why,” anfwered Mutator, “ becaufe——” 
‘¢T fuppofe you mean,” fubjoined Philander, ‘ becaufe he 
is a different perfon, a new face, that great Gospel magnet of 
thefe wonde~ days.”——“‘ Surely,” faid Mutator, “you 
are not feriou. .« talking thus; you mean to banter me.”—~ 
‘* Not I, truly,” replied Philander; “if you could learn 
the impropriety of fuch a changeable difpofiypn, and act 
accordingly, it would much more adorn the ‘profeffion of 
the truth than does a zealous, but transient attachment to a 
preacher ; not becaufe he is really more eminent than others, 
but becaufe he is of more gecent appearance.”—‘ What, 


then,” exclaimed Ventofus, who had hitherto been filent, 
“I fuppofe you wilh us always to hear one Minifter. This 
would be litelefs work indeed. Variety and change are ef- 
fential to improvement.” ‘That I much queftion,” faid 
Philander. ‘*Such a practice may gratify a fickle mind, 
and may, in fome cafes, be attended with advantage ; but 
it is not calculated to increafe knowledge, or eftablifh the 
mind. Excufe me for adverting to your cafe, Curiofo,” 
continued he, “it gives birth to the error with which I 
think you are chargeable, and, perhaps, to feveral others.” 
Here Ventofus interrupted him by faying, “ Really, Phi- 
lander, I think you are very bigotted. You fhould remem- 
ber every perfon does not think as you do, and therefore 
give them the fame latitude you take for yourfelf.”—‘* This 
I will moft cheerfully do,” faid Philander, “and the evil 
will be cured at once. I embrace the liberty of the Gofpel, 
and wifh to extend it to others. Thence I learn that it is 
a good thing for the heart to be established with grace. Now 
I coneeive you purfue methods, which have no tendency to 
promote this object. You gain no benefit from a ‘minifter 
unlefs he is popular. If he declines in this refpect, you 
imagine his preaching is dry, infipid, and perhaps /ega/; 
and concur in the ‘cenfure of others, that fuch a perfon, 
once a favourite with the Public, is not what he ufed to be. 





‘ay : 


This clearly proves, either that he is changed, or that otf 
are miftaken; if he is altered, it muft be either for the bet- 
ter or the worfe. In the former cafe, you are not juftified 
in leaving him; and even in the latter, you may be miftaken 
in your judgment; and if fo, you carelefsly, though inad- 
vertently, leave Aim, under whom you once profited, and 
are hereby guilty of a contempt of one of God’s meffen- 
gers. I believe it feldom happens, according to the com- 
mon courfe of things, that a minifter is the worfe for ad- 
vancing in years. It his knowledge and experience increafe, 
this ought to endear him to the people; whereas, in common, 
his continuance with them is the oftenfible reafon for de- 
parting from him.” 

Philander was now aflailed by all his vifitors, and charged 
with making unfriendly ftri€tures upon their condu&t. “I 
¢an only fay,” replied he, with much coolnefs, “ that what 
I have advanced on this fubjeét is confiftent with reafon and 
fact. Let me appeal to your experience.” But ftop,” 
faid Ventofus, ** here comes Mnafon; we will have his 
opinion.” ‘Upon being introduced, he apologized for his 
intrufion, which he faid he feldom had occafion to do on 
that day, in which he never paid any idle vifits; but he had 
been to fee a fick brother, and finding himfelf weary, had 
called in for fome refrefhment. Philander told him that 
apologies were needlefs in his circumftances, at the fame 
time that he perceived the confufion of his other guefts at 
this undefigned, but poignant reproof which had dropped 
from Mnafon. “ We have,” faid Ventofus, addreffing 
himfelf to Mnafon, “ for fome time been converfing on a 
fubje&t, which we will now refer to you. Philander con- 
demns the practice of many perfons, in following different 
popular preachers, and thinks we ought to confine ourfelves 
chiefly toa ftated miniftry.”—* In that,” anfwered Mnafon, 
“I think he is perfectly right. You fee I am now old; I 
have ftood for many years a tree planted, I hope, by the 
Lord’s right hand ; and though not fo fruitful as I could 
with, yet I truft not altogether barren. I have for many 
years fat under the truly venerable Judicator, and find more 
inftruétion, and as much fatisfaétion in him as ever. With 
him I began my Coriftian race, and with, or fhortly after 
him, I hope to end it.”—‘* Iam fure,” faid Mutator, “ the 
cafe is very different with us: we have been but a few years 
in the good old way yet, and ” fubjoined Philander, 
“ have had as many favourites as moons.” This fudden 
inteyruption quite difconcerted them ; and though at firft 
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they intended to. {pend the. afternoon with Philander, aud 
the evening at fome leéture, they now began t? prepare for 
a departure. When Philander perceived this, he told them 
that he did not judge it a breach of true hofpitality, to re- 
ject fuch vifits as thefe ; “‘ and,” added he, “‘as I never 
expect, fo I never prepare for them ; but if you will take 
fuch fare as we have, you fhall be welcome; and after 
dinner we will accompany Mnafon to hear Judicator.” 
They accepted the offer, and, amongft other things which 
were mentioned in converfation, Mnafon particularly re- 
quefted them to remember, that there were relative duties 
between a Minifter and his people, which ought mift con- 
fcientioufly to be regarded. On the minifter’s part, by 
watching for the fouls of his hearers ; and on the people’s 
part, by holding up, and ftrengthening the harids of theit 
minifter. Thefe duties,” continued he, ‘ mutt be neglected 
by a conformity to that practice for which you have been 
contending againft Philander. There feemed a general ac- 
quiefcetice in this obfervation, and the time being come to 
go to the place of worihip, they went accordingly, and were 
all of them properly feated before the commencenietit of 
the fervice: for it was a maxim with Mnafon and Philander 
never to difturb public worfhip by a late attendance, which, 
they confidered both as indecent and criminal. They ac- 
companied Judicator in his addrefs to the Throne of Grace ; 
but were nota little furprized to hear him read for his text 
the benediction of David, ‘* Blessed are théy that dwell in 
thy house, they will be still praising thee*. From which he 
took occafion to thew the privilege they enjoyed in having 
public ordinances to refort to. The duty of fuch as have 
this mercy, as confifting in a conftant, ftedfaft, and perfe- 
vering regardtothem. The peculiar advantage which re- 
fulted from DWELLING in the Houfe of God,—great caufe 
for praife, and a difpofition correfponding to it. When the 
affembly were difmifled, they departed:from the courts of 
God, acknowledging the benefit they had received from the 
difcourfe, and refolving, in the ftrength of Divine Grace, 
to be, in future, more stedfast, and always to abound in the 
work of the Lord, which shall not be in vain. 

CHIOS. 


*Psalm lexxiv. 4. 


Vox. I. $C 









eae ee 








( 382 ) 
— eee 


ON RESIGNATION. 


A SPIRIT of refignation to all the will of God ought 
ever to be confpicuous in the life and condutt of eve- 
ry believer in Jefus. The advantages that refult from the 
continued poffeffion of it cannot be too much infifted upon, 
fince our own comfort and ufefulnefs in the Church of 
Chrift greatly depends upon our poffeffing this Chriftian 
difpofition. Many examples we have in the Word of God 
of perfons living under its benign influence, who, on all oc- 
cafions, have been fubmiffive under difficulties of the greateft » 
magnitude. Nor is the Sacred volume deftitute of charac- | 
ters indulging a contrary temper of mind, the hiftory of 
whofe lives prefent tous a fcene of difcontent and mifery. . 

Let.us enter into the meditations of a renewed foul under 


_ «the influence of the Holy Spirit ; fuppofe him to be deprived 
of his deareft earthly comfort ; is not his language fomething 


like this ?——** From thy bounteous hand, my God, I receiv- 
ed the blefling ; when I received it, I blefled thee for it ; 
during the interval of its continuance, I was, in fome mea- 
fure, grateful that it was prolonged to me ; and now thou 
haft taken it from me, I chearfully refign the gift to thee, 
the kind benefactor that beftowed it.” Is he called to part 
with the amiable partner of his life, to whofe counfels and 
endearing care he was much indebted? Does he behold, or 
hear of a brother in Chriftian fellowfhip change an abode of 
mifery for realms of blifs ? We find him ftill acquiefcing in 


the Divine difpofal, being fenfible that 


«“ Such are not loft, but gone before, 
‘ Where.fin and forrow are no more. 


But from what fource do, thefe lively, yet refined effufions 
of his mind flow? Surely, they muft arife from a firm per- 
fuafion that all things fhall ultimately work together for ‘his 
good: thus he is enabled to meet every event of Provi- 
dence with compofure ; and he at laft refigns his foul into 


the hands of God, who is able to keep what is committed 
to him. * M. F. 





THE-THUNDER STORM. 


AN EXTRAORDINARY PROVIDENCE. 
[L£xtracted from a German Magazine.| 


[\ a certain diftrict of Upper Lufatia, there arofe, on the 
Lord’s-Day, April 18, 1775, about noon, an alarming 
thunder ftorm. The Rey. Mr. G , the parifh minifter 
at E , immediately on perceiving it, felt fome anxiety. 
He went to church, catechifed the children, and intended to 
preach. But, while the congregation were finging an hymn 
after the catechifing, he went out of the church, to look 
round, and perceived the thunder ftorm hovering over the 
village, and lowering over the very church. He feemed 
to feel an unufual intimation of fome impending danger and. 
difafter, but could not, for a confiderable time, come toa 
determination whether he fhould afcend the pulpit to preach 
cr clofe divine fervice, and difmifs the congregation. » 

was not till during the laft verfe of the hymn, when he was 
to go into the pulpit, that he refolved to drop the preaching. 
He ftlepped before the communion table, and addreffed the 
cougregation in words to this effet, “* That'a heavy thun- 
der {torm was hanging over them, and it was ftrongly im- 
preffed on his mind, that God was about to vifit them on this 
very day ; but it migh® perhaps, be moft proper for every 
one to be at his own houfe; he therefore would now clofe 
divine fervice for this time.” Having read the colleét, and 
pronounced the bleffing, the congregation fung the ufual clo- 
fing verle, “* Blefs our going out, O God! when we come © 
in alfo blefs us, &c.”” During thefe laft words, the minifter 
being upon the point of entering the veftry, a mighty flafh 
of lightning ftruck into the wall of the fteeple behind the or- 
gan, and fell upon the gallery, in which about thirty perfons 
itood, chiefly f{chool-boys, and among them three fons of the 
clergyman. The lightning ran from béhind thro’ the floor 
of the organ loft, along a beam towards the front of it, and - 
then downward along a pillar which fupported the loft. On 
both fides of this pillar, on the lower gallery, a number of 
people were ftanding. A youth was killed, and another 
man, ftupefied, was fixed immoveable on his feat. From 
this lower gallery the lightning pierced through the floor in- 
to the pews of the women below, where one perfon was fo 
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ftunned, that fhe was carried out of the church for dead. 
From thence the lightning ran along the ground toward the 
church-door, out of which it forced a nail and a fplinter, 
The whole church was fuddenly filled with fmoke and a 
fulphureous f{mell, infomuch, that it could not be difcovered 


‘whether any one of thofe in the gallery was ftill alive. But 
“after moft people from the other galleries had, in the utmoft 


confufion, thrown themfelves down, as it were, tumbling 


“over each other, onthe only ftair-cafe which leads to all the 


galleries, the Rev. Mr. G——. ventured to go up to the or- 
gan-loft, where he found moft of the boys, together with his 
own fons, quite fenfelefs, lying on the floor, or leaning 
againit fome object or other. However, they all foon reco- 
vered. Nine of them were curioufly marked by the light- 


“ning on their arms, hands, thighs, and feet, Some had 


round red fpots, about as large as a half-crown piece. 
Others had marks like branches of trees on the faid parts of 
their bodies. Butin all of them thefe {pots vanifhed en- 
tirely after three or four days. Every one of thefe retained, 
for two days, a moft loathfome fmell and tafte of fulphur. 
The main the lower gallery, who was ftupefied, came foon 
to himfelf ; and the woman who had been carried out for 
dead, having been fprinkled and refrefhed with cold water 
and vinegar, was likewife foon reftored to her fenfes. Up- 
on the whole, no one fuffered any effential injury but the 


- youth who was killed, who had been in fuch a lamentable 
condition, that every one confidered his fudden death as a 


great mercy. For he was not only.extremely poor, but fo 
weak in his intelleéts, that he could not have been capable 
of doing the leaft work by which he might have earned a 
morfel of bread ; yea, the minifter declared he had not a fuffi- 
cient capacity to learn how to beg, His mother, a widow, 
who had maintained him partly by her own induftry, and 
partly by the kind donations fhe received, was far advanced 


_ im years, and her death would have rendered her poor fon 
-a moft miferable object, and a burthen to the parifth. Thus 
the Lord, amidft the difplay of that mighty power, which 
could have infliéted the moft awful judgments, was pleafed 


to remember mercy, and we hope he extended it alfo to the 
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A MEDITATION. 


I AM furrounded on every fide with mercies, and yet fgel 
myfelf a vile unthankful wretch. I feem to grow more 
infenfible of them, as they are poured upon me more 
abundantly from the Lord. Nothing fuits my evil nature 
but afurnace. Iam feldom well, except when I am ill. 
Bitter cups fweeten my heart, ftrengthen my appetite, and 
melt my foul. Lord, blefs me with a broken heart, and 
lead me weeping all the way to Canaan—weeping at my 
own vilenefs, and weeping at the love of Jefus. Oh! the 
depth of tha: mercy which can look on fuch vilenefs ! 
Oh ! the riches of that love which has purchafed this mercy } 
Seldom do we think of the agonizing woe of Jefus ; and 
when we do think of it, how little are our hearts affected 
with it! ** They fhall look on him whom they have pierced 
and mourn.”’ But, where is this Gofpel mourning? We are 
piercing him daily, but who is mourning daily ?——-mourning 
with {weet forrow, made up of fhame and love ? Some are 
mourning forthe world—fome are mourning for perfeétion 
—fome are mourning for their own fins, and caufe enough 
they have—yet who is mourning at the fight of a crucified 
Jefus ? Oh! the wonders of that Crofs ! Here let me lie, and 
love and weep. Nothing crucifies fin and felf like this crofs; 
and nothing kindles humble love like it. J. 
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ON UNBELIEF, 


NBELIEF is the root from which every other evil is 
produced, Itfets aman’s face, yea, more, his heart 
againft the Bible—raifes a man’s prejudice againtt thofe 
who Jove the Bible~-infpires light thoughts of fin, and, con- 
fequently, light thoughts of the Saviour—allows a man to 
purfue his inclinations though ever fo vile—makes him out- 
brave all the thunders of the Divine law and eternal ven- 
geance—allows him to fleep at the worfhip of God, and to 
laugh at what he does not underftand—intoxicates his fenfes, 
drowns his reafon till he ftaggers from the truth, and falls 
into perdition. This leads men to forfake God, the foun- 
tain of living waters, and to hew out to themfelves cifterns, 
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broken cisterns, which can hold no water. And where God is 
forfaken, every device of man will and muft fail to yield 
real happinefs. Unbelief made Adam eat the forbidden 
fruit, and Achan take the wedge of gold ; made Peter deny 
his Matter, and many a one fince to imitate his crime. It 
was this made Ananias and his wife unite to coin a bafe 
falfehood, and has influenced many fince to the fame folly. 
This is that sin of which the Holy Spirit alone can convince 
aman. “Dear Reader, may he thoroughly convince thee, 
and fave thee from it! T. H. 
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SELECT SENTENCES. 






INLESS perfeétion and tearlefs joy, conftitute the fu. 
preme felicity of Heaven. 

The wicked, though furrounded with pleafure, only re- 
femble the Syracufian tyrant’s gueft, who feafted with a 
{word fufpended over him by ahair. 

All the gifts of Providence are in themfelves excellent, 
and only become hurtful when perverted to improper ufes. 

The difference between a peafant and a philofopher may 
be fearcely perceptible to the eye of a fuperior being. 

Inftability is marked on every object under the fun ; for 
Providence preferves the world by keeping the things of it 
in a courfe of perpetual viciflitude. 

Sinners reverfe the very order of nature ; offer pardon to 
a criminal, he accepts it with joy, they reject it with difdain: 
offer pleafure to a man of the world, he embraces it with 
gratitude ; place true pleafure in their view, they avoid it as 
edeftructive. 

Our love to man fhould be areflexion of our loveto God; 
nor can the latter be genuine without the former. 

The love of the generality of mankind is mixed and vi- 
tiated ; a commerce of interefts or of pleafures; but the 
univerfal charity enjoined on Chriftians has a far different 
fource. 

The only way to be happy és to be holy ; and it is a libel 
on feligion, which God will profecute, to fay that there is no 
pleafure in it. 

You may go afleep to hell, but not to Heaven; every ftep 
thither mult needs be a ftep of difficulty and exertion. 

The Old Teftament is a treafure locked up, of which 
Chrift alone has the kev; without him, the Bible is like the 
earth without the fun ; it has beauties, byt they are all invis 
fible. 
































COMMUNION WITH GOD, 


THE REST SUCCOUR IN THE WORST SEASONS. 


Me: HENRY, that {weet expofitor of facred writ, a 
little before his death, defired his friends, to notice 
as his dying faying, “ That a life fpent in the fervice. of 
God, and communion with him, is the moft comfortable and 
pleafant life that any one can live inthis world.” The be- 
loved apoftle John, wrote his firft general epiftle, with the 
kind and benevolent defign. of bringing its readers to have 
fellowfhip with the apoftles ; but not in their bonds and 
afflictions, if that could poflibly have been avoided ; no, but 
that, like them, they might have fellowfhip with the Father, 
and with his Son Jefus Chrift. Bleffed Paul wifhed all men 
like himfelf in that refpect. A better with could not pofli- 
bly have entered into his heart, either for a fellow-mortal, 
or for his own foul. Communion with God is the higheft 
honour and happinefs of which men or angels are capable. 
The fublimeft notions of carnal minds, fall infinitely fhort 
of this felicity. ‘* It is,” fays Mr. Shaw, in his admirable 
treatife, intitled, Immanuel, “ the grand diftin@tion which 
marks the difference between true faints and all others.” 
Dr. Owen, that great luminary of the laft century, whofe 
treatife on the fubject has often delighted the hearts of Be- 
lievers, defines it, ‘“‘ The mutual communication of fuch 
gocd things, as wherein the perfons holding that commu- 
nion are delighted, bottomed upon fome union between 
them.” 

This communion implies acquaintance, agreement, 
friendfhip and love. Godis love. He is man’s beft friend, 
and perfe&tly acquainted with him in every refpect. But 
man by nature, is ignorant of God. He is an enemy to 
him by wicked works. His carnal mind is enmity againft . 
him. He is ina ftate of darknefs, a child of wrath, a flave 
of fatan, and dead in trefpaffes and fins. Such being the 
cafe, how is man’s communion with God poffible? Can 
two walk together unlefs they be agreed ? What concord 
hath light with darknefs, life with death, or enmity with 
love ? Surely none atall. Then, if any one hath fellowfhip 
with God, he muft be reconciled unto him through the 
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death of his Son. Yes ; without true friendfhip, there cati 
be no good fellowfhip. Nor is there any Mediator be 
tween God and man, but the Man Chrift Jefus. If any 
man have fellowfhip with God, he is anew creature. He 
has paffed from death to life. He is tranflated from the 
power of darknefs, into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. 
{n a word, he is God’s workmanfhip, who hath created him 
anew in his own holy and bleffed image. This man knows 
the Lord, as he is revealed in his works, his ways, and his 
word. He hears and obeys his voice, and that becaufe there 
is none on earth, or in heaven, in whom he fo much delights. 
God and* he love fellowfhip together. Herein, they con- 
verfe with each other. Between him and God there is a 
mutual giving and receiving. 

In this fpiritual converfe God fpeaks in divers ways and 
manners. His voice is uttered forth not only in the lively 
and charming fcenes by day, but alfo in the dark and fo- 
lemn filence of the night. The fun, moon and ftars, toge- 
ther with the air, earth and feas, and all their numerous in- 
habitants, declare unto the faints, the wifdum, the power 
and the goodnefs of the Lord. He fpeaks to them alfo by 
his providential difpenfations ; fometimes in'the fun-fhine 
of profperity, and at other times, in the darknefs of adverfity. 
There are feafons when he makes them lie down in green 
paftures ; when he prepares a table for them in this wilder- 
nefs, and gives them ail things richly to enjoy. Their cup 
runs over with bleflings. By and by, he fpeaks to them, as 
it were, out of the whirlwind. He brings them into the 
fchool of affliction, and fpeaks to them by the rod of cor- 
reftion. He faw them in danger of leaning too much on 
earthly props, of making too much of temporal enjoy ments, 
and therefore determined to give wings to their wealth, and 
to take away the defire of their eyes by the! ftroke of death. 
Perhaps a hufband, a wife, or a child, a Minifter, or 
a friend, he calls away from them, that, He may poffefs 
more of their hearts, and be every thing t them. Hé 
fpeaks to them alfo by his word and Spirit: and thefe 
aiways agree together. The former is made effectual by 
the latter. But in every way in which God fpeaks unto his 
people, they no fooner underftand his language, but they 
find it js that of mercy. That he fpeaks peace out of the 
abundance of akind and loving heart. 

In reply to the voice of God, the faint, in his converfe 
with him, giving credit to every thing he fpeaks, complies 
therewith. If his ftubborn heart rife up againit any part, 
he will not condemn tae part againft which it rifes, but his 
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heart for rifing up againft it. He will view it as the fad eft 
fect of the plague in his heart, and as fuch will loathe him- 
felf in his own fight. It will be his’ concern to abey the 
voice of the rod, and not defpife the chaftening of the 
Lord ; to follow the word, and not quench the motions of 
the Spirit; to make fuitable returns for every difplay of the 
divine perfeétions. He will adore infinite wifdom, and 
commit himfelf to its guidance, not leaning on his own un- 
derftanding. He will confide in infinite power, for his 
grand fupport and defence. He will bow to the divine 
fovereignty with humble refignation, well knowing that he 
has no right to find fault, and that his Heavenly Father 
orders every thing for the beft. He will {peak to the Lord 
often, with boldnefs, but not with rudenets. He will con- 
fefs his fins unto him. He will plead with him in prayer, 
for promifed bleffings ; and not omit to praife him for thofe 
which he has already received. He can and dves unbofom 
himfelf to the Lord more than to the neareft and deareft 
friend he has in the world. He can tell him his fears, his 
foes, and all his defires. He knows he cannot afk too much, 
nor offend by afking too often, or with too much importu- 
nity. God attends to his fighs and groans, as much as to 
his fineft words and fentences; and when the fit time is 
come, he faith unto his pleading fervant, ** Be it unto thee, 
even as thou wilt.” 

In this communion, there is not only a mutual! converfe, 
but alfo a giving and receiving. God gives to his faints; 
and they gratefully receive of him; again making dutiful 
returns to him, which he gracioufly accepts of. He gives 
himfelf to them, and they give themfelves to him. He 
fays, “I will be your God,” and they fay, “* We will be 
thy people.” He gives them a fenfe of his love, fo that 
they feel it fhed abroad in their hearts. They enjoy it as 
what it truly is, love infinitely great, fovereign and free; 
without variablenefs or fhadow of turning; ancient, bound- 
lefs, and durable as eternity ; the grand fpring of every 
bleffing they enjoy, or for which they hope, either in this 
world, or inthat which is tocome. He gives them his in- 
finite wifdom, to guide théir feet in the way of peace. He 
beftows his mercy upofl them according to their need. He 
lends them his powerful arm on which they lean; and with 
it he holds them up, fo that they are fafe. He renews their 
{trength, yea, perfects his ftrength in their weaknefs. They 
can truly fay to him in the words of the pfalmift, ‘“ Thy 
right-hand hath holden us up: and again, ‘ Thou haft hol- 
den me by my right-hand.” In a word, he offers them his 
all-fufficiency ; fo, that their fufficiency is of him, and he is 
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évery thing tothem. He fays to them, as he did to Mofes, 
‘7 om,’’ whatever you need, that Iam, and will be to you. 
Now, what fhall they render to the Lord for all his benefits ? 
They.yield themfelves unto him. They give him their 
hearts: fei their affeftions upon him: yield their under- 
fland'ngs to the guidance of his counfel, and their wills 
to be ruled by his in allthings. They likewife prefent their 
bodies to him as living facrifices. With their feet they 
wil not fiand in the way of finners; much lefs run after the 
multitude of evil doers; but they will cheerfully go to the 
houfe of God, and alfo vifit the houfe of mourning. With 
their tongues they will not utter lies and fcandal; but the 
words of truth and fobernefs, and what will be for the glory 
of God and the edification of man. Their hands will not 
be folded together in idlenefs, much lefs employed in doing: 
mifchief; but therewith they will work, that thereby they 
may have tor themfelves, and alfo to give to him that need- 
eth. Not only in devotions, but alfo in bufinefs, and honeft 
induftry, the faints have fellowfhip with Deity. Whether 
they be hewing of wood, or drawing of water; navigating 
their fhips, or digging, fowing or reaping their grounds; 
minding their fheep, or their fhops; or whatever elfe their 
Jawful calling may be, therein they fhall enjoy the divine 
prefence and approbation. 

After what has been advanced, it may~be added, that 
there is no communion fo fweet, fo fafe, fo durable, fo 
honourable or advantageous, as communion with God. 
There is that in it which exactly fuits, fully fatisfies, and 
infinitely delights the fublime and capacious powers of the 
immortal foul. Senfual delights are momentary, and rather 
furfeit than fatisfy, after leaving a fling behind; but in 
communion with God, the foul finds its centre and reft. 
Here, the river runs into the ocean. Here, the fpirit re- 
turns to God who gave it. Here, all the fcattered beauties 
in the wide creation are found colleéted together. Not the 
moft exquifite painting to the limner’s eye, nor the fofteft 
firains to the mufician’s ear, nor yet the {weeteft fragrance 
to the fmell, or moft delicious food to the epicurean’s palate, 
are worthy to be compared wig the bleffednefs of commu- 
nion with God. What can be n@pre honourable than to 
vilit and be vifited, to walk and talk, and have a joint intereft 
with the King of kings? Herein we need fear no evil; 
meither lofs nor difgrace. We are fafe in the wildernefs, 
and fhall not be lefs fo in the fhadow of death. The begin- 
ning of this fellowfhip is the beginning of heaven below, 
and the perfection of it, will be the perfection of heaven 
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above. ‘It is that communion, which no power, however * 
great, which no place, however diftant, can for a moment 
interrupt. Death itfelf, which breaks up fo many connexions 
and fellowfhips, does not deftroy, but rather brings this to 
perfection. How bleffed is it to be walking with God! By 
fo doing we fhall become like him, and ere long be with 
him for ever and ever. 


Scarborough. S. B. 


A MEDITATION. 


WRITTEN ON THE EVENING OF THE AUTHOR’S BIRTH- 


DAY. 


Q* CE more the glorious luminary of heaven has with- 
drawn his beams from our hemifphere, and is gone to 
enlighten other regions. The feathered fongfters of the 
grove, and the harmlefs tenants of the field are retired to 
their nightly coverts; and the fons of induftry and toil 
have now concluded the labours of the day, and are pre- 
paring to clofe their weary eye-lids in the gentle arms of 
fleep. 

At this ftill hour of folitude and contemplation, not a 
found is to be heard in this peaceful retirement, fave the 
whifper of confcience—‘‘the {fiill fmali voice” of God. 
Come, O my foul! let me now take a retrofpective view of 
the paft twelve months, and vifit, in ferious meditation, the 
tomb of my departed hours. Another year of my fhort life 
is ended, and (awful confideration) has carried with it a 
regifter of all the follies, fins, and imperfections it has 
witneffed in my conduét, in order to give it up in evidence 
againit me before a Judge of infinite purity, undlemiihed 
juftice, and unlimited power. . Solemn thought! melancholy 
catalogue! thus does every day rife up and reproach me 
with vanity, and folly, with goodnefs abufed, moments 
knimproved, and mercieg gifregarded! Engaged by the 
mott facred vows, by the moft endearing ties of gratitude 
and love, in the fervice of my Lord, how often, in this 
one year alone, have I broken thofe engagements and for- 
got, thofe ties! how often, even during my moft folemn 
acts of devotion, have my affections wandered from them, 
and entangled themfelves in a thoufand trifling fcenes of 
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bufinefs or amufement. How then fhall I dare to ftand be. 
fore him, or expect to efcape deferved punifhment? Jefus, 
my Lord! my Saviour! I fly to thee, and caft my trembling 
foul into thy compaflionate bofom. I have, it is true, bro~ 
ken the righteous law of God, in ten thoufand inftances; 
but thou haft died upon the crofs, and there haft made a 
full atonement for all my tranfgreflions. O do thou plead 
my caufe! and when offended juftice demands fatisiaCtion 
for my crimes, do thou flretch forth thy wounded hand, 
and declare what thou haft fuffered in my behalf; fo thall 
the flaming {word be fheathed, and I fhall obtain that pardon 
which thou haft purchafed for every penitent who trufts in 
thee: and, O my deareft Lord! do thou thyfelf condefcend 
to come and take up thy refidence in my heart, and make 
me the willing fubje& of thy glorious kingdom, fo fhall my 
future days be diftinguifhed by love to thy perfon, zeal for 
thy caufe, and diligence in thy fervice; fo fhall I be enabled 
to glorify thy name, and fhew forth thy praifes on earth, 
and at laft, through thy free and unmerited grace, be ad- 
mitted into thy glorious prefence, where, free from folly, 
fin, and imperfections, I fhall celebrate thy love through 
eternal ages. 


Sandwich. E. TATLOCK. 


ADDRESS TO A NEW MARRIED COUPLE. 


| FEEL an impreffion upon my mind to drop on this pa- 
per a word of friendly advice, which I hope will be 
read in the fame fpirit of candour and good-will as that in 
which it is written. I feel a concern for your welfare. 
You have now taken the moft important ftep that can be 
taken in relation to the prefent life. You are united toge- 
ther in lafting bands. May every bleffing in nature, Provi- 
dence and grace, unite to render them happy to the end of 
your days! be 

With regard to your Numi in the world, muck 
depends upon your fubfequent cOnduct. Let fobriety, 
fteadinefs, and prudence mark all your ftleps. Induftry and 
prudence are generally refpeéted in the world. Guard 
againft 4 fupercilious deportment, and every thing that 
looks like it. Be condefcending, but not mean; affection- 
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ate, but not fond. Never, for a moment, think that outs 
ward glare, or a flafhy appearance, will advance your con- 
fequence and refpectability. Thefe things have little or no 
weight with perfons of difcernment and worth. 

Never be deaf to good advice. Do not proudly difdain 
the good counfel of thofe who are more advanced in years 
than yourfelves; if you do, there may come a time when 
you may want fuch counfel, and ngt be able to obtain it at 
any price. Guard well againft a wafte of time; it is too 
precious tobe wafted. Never angrily thwart and oppofe 
each other, but by the fincereft love ferve one another. 
Refpe& your rc lations and friends, for that is the moft eer- 
tain way to be refpeéted. Do not affect independence when 
your property fhall be at your own difpofal; it may betray 
you into difficulties before you are aware. Never be hasty 
in taking any ftep, nor violent in purfuing any object. Let 
difcretion go firfl, and mark out the line of conduct which 
is moft juft and eligible to be purfued, and then never des 
cline becaufe of difficulties or dangers in the way. 

Let the religion of the Bible be your religion. May the 
grace of God infpire and implant itin your hearts. Be not 
afhamed to profefs Tefus Chrift and his truth. May that 
bleffed Lord befriend you, blefs you, and keep you for ever- 
more. I intreat you confider that an all-seeing eye is wpon 
you; may that eye never be a witnefs to extravagance and 
watte, to Sabbath-breaking and vice. May you enjoy every 
felicity, and above all, a good hope through grace. 


MILES EMERITES. 
———a CD Ga - 


ON EXAGGERATION. 
| Me meksharsae aptghic and a difpofition to exaggerate, 


are great and growing evils, of which many proteffors 
of religion, as well-as the men of the world in general, are 
guilty. This evil confifts in magnifying any circumftance, 
more or lefs, in a hyperbolical manner. Not to reprefent 
any matter as near its reality as we can, is certain'y a devia- 
tion from truth; and a deviation from truth is furely a 
crime. This will be a growing evil in thofe in whom it is 
not checked; for, being lavifh in our words, either in the 
praife or difpraife of perfons, or any other objects, we in- 
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fenfibly acquire a habit of exalting or debafing them beyond 
the bounds of truth. : 

_Tam led to make thefe remarks principally by an inter- 
xiew I had with a perfon fome time ago. Soon after being 
in his company, I found he fpoke with much fluency and 
propriety, particularly about religion. My attention was 
excited by his converfation, for he appeared to have more 
enlarged views of men and things than moft I had met with. 
He {poke in terms fo high of fome parii-ular charaéters, as 
induced me to think that their value was not fufficiently 
known. But foon after I was rather confounded by a fenti- 
ment he dropped concerning another charafter, which was 
as remarkable for its detraélion, as the other expreflions 
were for their approbation. I had, indeed, heard fomething 
relative to the latter; but it was a circumftance that I fup- 
pofed would never have been fet forth in a criminal light, 
which he did in a very high degree. While I remained with 
him, he purfued the fame method in his difcourfe, and I 
faw plainly he fell into the fin of exaggeration; for while he 
could fcarcely find words to exprefs his encomiums on fome, 
he again appeared ata lofs to reprefent ina manner fuffi- 
ciently horrid the faults cf others. 

To check this evil, which is wantonly indulged by too 
many profeflors of religion, let us think before we fpeak ; 
and let us fpeak as dying men, who may the next moment 
give an account before ** God the Judge of all.” Let us not 
be lavifh of our words; nor appear in extacies while de- 
{cribing things which pleafe us, nor agitated with a paffion 
bordering on malevolence towards thofe objeéts which of- 
fend us; for, having roufed the attention of difpaffionate 
and more judicious minds to an examination, and the refult 
being different from the reprefentation made, we fhall be- 
come the objects of contempt, and our friends fearful to con- 
fide in us. SBefides, by not.carefully avoiding fuch habits, 
we fhall plunge deeper and deeper into the evil; till we are 
fo loft to real faét, as not to reft fatisfied without fome unne- 
ceflary and unlawful addition to the moft plain and fimple 
thing. 

May the reader of this in future guard well his expreffions. . 
We all need the caution; but thofe in a peculiar manner 
who pofiefs warm tempers and lively imaginations; for 
they are almoft fure to run into the error, withouta conftant 
watch over their words. If we are not puffed up with felf- 
conceit, probably we may ftop and enquire, “ Have I not 
been guilty of this crime ?”—Such a fufpicion of ourfelves 
js entering on the direét way to be reclaimed. : 


Rotherham. S— B—. WIDOWS. 













ON THE IMPORTANCE OF JUST THOUGHTS 
OF CHRIST. 


WV. Chrift made his appearance on earth, the opi- 
nions of men refpecting his perfon and character 
were various. The fame diverfity of fentiment ftill pre- 
vails even among thofe who profefs to be Chriftians. Some 
imagine, that he was the moft exalted character among 
men, but nothing more than human: others fuppofe, that 
in dignity of nature, and priority of exiftence, he is incon- 
ceivably fuperior both to men and angels, a kind of inferior 
Deity: Others again believe, that he is independently pof- 
feffed of all the effential perfections of Godhead, co-equal 
with the Father. 

As thefe fentiments are fo direétly oppofite to each other, 
fome of them muft, doubtlefs, be falfe. Many fuppofe it is 
comparatively indifferent which of them we embrace; and 
that, if we fhould inadvertently entertain an erroneous idea 
on this fubjeét, God will confider it as an innocent miftake. 
The defign of this paper is to guard againft that [pirit of in- 
difference, which engenders the dangerous delution, and to 
fhew that just thoughts of Christ are of the utmost importance. 

The manifest care God hath taken to give aclear and just 
representation of Christ is one confirmation of the fact. ‘The 

rincipal defign of God in the facred Scriptures is to lead us 
into the knowledge of Chrift. Therein his perfon, his cha- 
raéters, his work, his authority, &c. are defcribed with ex- 
aétnefs, as a matter of the utmoft importance. His God- 
head is therein unequivocally afirmed.a Divine honours are 
demanded as his due. His affumption of human nature is 
exprefsly declared, whereby he became and continues to be 
God and man in one perfon.c With equal plainnefs it is af- 
ferted, that this God-man is the only mediator and Saviour.d 
Now as God hath taken care, in the Scriptures, to give the 
moft clear and exprefs revelation of Chrift ; fo he moft fo- 
lemnly charges his minifter to preach Chrift, to unfold the 
dignity of his perfon, the completenefs of his work, the ful- 
ne({s of his grace, &c. as the grand defign of their miniftry.¢ 


a Isaiah ix. 6. chap. liv. 5. Fohn i. 1. chap. x. S0. Rom. ix. 5. 
Heb. i. 8. and 1 Fohnv. 20. b Fohn >. 28. c Fohn i. 14. 
Phil. ii. 5, &%c. Heb. ti. 14, ce. Al Tim. it 5. John xin. 6. 
Acts ive 12. 1 Core tii. 11, oe Eph, iti. 8. 
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The Apoftles, who {poke under the immediate influence of 
the Holy Ghoft, clofely adhered to their charge ; and woe 
to thofe minifters who do not follow their example.a 

Can we fuppofe that God would take fuch conftant care, 
both by the Scripture, and through the medium of the 
Gofpel-miniftry, to give a juft and clear reprefentation of 
Chrift, if juft conceptions of him were not of the utmoft 
importance ? 

Of such importance are just thoughts of Christ; that without 
them we cannot form a just conception of God. ‘The perfec- 
tions of God are indeed, in a meafure, difplayed in the 
works of creation, and providence ; but it is in the perfon 
and work of Chrift alone, that we can have a difcovery of 
the nature, the purpofes, the covenant-characters of God, as 
he ftands related to finners.6 He is therefore called the 
image of God, or that, whereby God is reprefented unto us, 
and every other reprefentation is infufficient. It is in the 
face of Chrift, in his perfon and work, that the glory of 
God’s wifdom, his jutftice, his goodnefs, his grace is difco- 
vered.c Wrong views of Chrift will therefore lead us to 
wrong ideas of God. The truth of this remark is exemplified 
in thofe who differ in their thoughts of Chrift. As a natural 
confequence they differ likewife in their thoughts of God. 
Thofe who have low conceptions of the perfon and work of 
Chrift, are thereby led to form low, and unfcriptural ideas 
of the ftri€inefs of God’s juftice, and the riches of his grace: 
If then, our thoughts of Chrift, have a neceflary influence 
on our ideas of God, which is an experimental fact, furely 
juft conceptions of Chrift are very important indeed. 

Befides, our prevailing sentiments of Christ, will necessar:- 
ly influence and regulate our deportment towards him. Do 
not different perfons act very differently, with refpect to 
Chrift ? fome pay him divine adoration ; depend on him 
exclufively for falvation ; love him as the chief object of their 
defire and delight; fubmitto his authority, as fupreme. 
Others purfue an oppofite line of conduét. What can be the 
reafon of this difference ? It is becaufe they have different 
thoughts of Chrift. If we believe him to be God over all, 
we fhall feel it our duty to worfhip him as fuch. If we con- 
ceive him to be the alone and all-fuficient Saviour, we fhall 


~ exclufively depend onhim. If we efteem him as fupreme- 


ly amiable, we fhall love him fupremely. If we admit him 
to be our rightful fovereign, we fhall yield cordial and un- 


"a2 Cor. iv. 5.1 Cor. ic 22; Oc. chap. it, 2. b Fohn i. 18. 
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feigned obedience tohim. But if our thoughts be different, 
our conduét will be different likewife. If propriety of de- 
portment to Chrift be important, and it muift be inconceiva- 
bly fo, then juft thoughts of him are important. 

So important are jult conceptions of Chrilt, that wrong 
views of his Person and Office, if persisted in, will inevitably 
issue in eternal perdition. ‘This, perhaps, may found harfh 
and awful ; but itis not more awlul than true.a_ If a pro- 
per knowledge of Chrift, be eternal life, which is declared, 
then we may infer, that the want of it is eternal death. 
The vaft importance of the queftion in difpute, when feri. 
oufly confidered, wiil jultify the alarming idea. If he were, 
conteff-dly, only a creature, and the dilpute were only re- 
ipecting his {cale of dignity as a creature, a miftake herein, 
would be comparatively of light importance : but when the 
matter debated is, whether he be the very God, or only a 
creature made by God, then the nature of the queftion is 
materially altered. A miftake in the matter then neceflarily 
involves us, cither in idolatry on the one hand, or a denial 
of the true God on the other. If Chrift be God, it muft be 
as ruinous to deny it, as to deny the godhead of the Father ; 
if he be not, it is idolatrous to profefs it. 

An attention to the leading idea, under the former par- 
ticular, muft convince us, that fo wide a miftake in our cons 
ceptions of Chriit will prove inevitably ruinous : for if im- 
proper thoughts of Chriit, produce a proportionate impropri- 
ety of deportment towards him, what can the end of this be 
but ruin! not believing him to be God, you willnot give him 
divine honours, the refufal of which is ruinous.c Not think- 
ing him to be the all-fufficient Saviour, you will not depend 
exclufively upon him for falvation ; this i$ threatened with 
damnation.d Not efteeming him fupremely amiable, you 
will not love him fupremely, and thofe who do not, are 
marked objects of the heavieft curfe.e Not admitting him 
to be your rightful fovereign, you will refufe obedience to 
him; and the certain wages of this ftubbornnefs is deftruc- 
tion.f 

You fee then, reader, with what propriety the Apoftle 
coveted and prized the knowlege of Chrift.¢g Follow his 
example. Think much of Chrift; and efpecially defire 
that you may have just thoughts of him: jult, as to the mat- 
ter of them, viz. fcriptural thoughts; and juft, as to their 
nature and properties ; believing, humbling, affectionate, 


a Fohn viii. 24. b Fohn xvii. 3. c John viii, 24. Is. xlv, 23, 24. 
Ps. ii. 12. d John iii. 18, 36. € 1 Cor, xvi. 22. f Luke 
xix. 27. g Phil, iii. 7, Se. 
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transforming, afpiring thoughts. To this end, look unté 
the Spirit of God, whofe office is to take the things of Chrilt 


and fhew them unto men. 
MANCUNIENSIS. 


—_— &> ae 


PROFITABLE SUBJE€TS OF CONVERSATION. 


6 Bao: want of a fubje¢t for converfation, is among many 
religious people, a very common complaint, therefore 
many frivolities, and often worfe things are reforted to for 
entertainment; but furely this arifes merely from want of 
confidering how many fubjects there are worthy of our at- 
tention. Let us refleét, 

How many mercies we have been made the partakers of ; 
mercies inevery way, and of every kind; mereies in our 
birth, in our circumftances, in our prefervation and protec- 
tion through the various periods of life; and efpecially if 
we have been by the grace of God, called to the knowledge 
of himfelf : amidft all thefe mercies, how can we want a fub- 
je? Should it be admitted, (though it ought to be cauti- 
oufly admitted, for we are apt to extend fuch allowances too 
far) that fome of thefe would not be feafonable, or proper 
fubjeéts for converfation, yet can we ever fay that there isa 
time, when no one of them could be brought forward with 
propriety? Surely fome one or other of the divine mercies 
may be fpoken of, where ever, or with whomfoever we may 
be. We are not obliged to fpeak of them ina ftiff formal 
way, but with all fimplicity of manner, as inftances wherein 
God has been kind and gracious to us, juft as we might 
fpeak of the kindnefs of an earthly friend. Above all fhall 
we be inexcufable, if in religious company, where fuch things 
furely cannot want apology, we are backward to introduce 
them when we find a fubject wanted. 

Our fins may often furnifh us with fubject. With regard 
to many fins, they are fo common, that we may fafely fpeak 
of them, either as our own, or fins which we are in danger 
from, without exciting any peculiar notice. And we know 
what a tendency, under the bleffing of God, fpeaking of fin, 
ina proper way, may be likely to have: while it is repre- 
fented as abominable in its nature, and dreadful in its con- 
fequences, if at all under the influence of the enlightening 
Spirit, we cannot but be induced to deteft, and flee from it. 
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Speaking of our diforder is no improbable means of pre- 
moting a cure. Were fin more frequently the fubje&t of 
ferious conyerfation, there feems reafon to hope, that in 
many inftances, it would not acquire fo much ftrength; but 
often times, among religious people, fin is fo little freely 
{poken of, gthat its evil is, comparatively, but little under- 
{tood. Perhaps one reafon why errors in temporal affairs, 
are in general more noticed and attended to, than errors in 
{piritual, is becaufe they are more the topics of familiar con- 
verfe. 

Are we ia want of a fubject? Our obligations alfo may 
lead usto many. Whatis my duty in general? What in 
peculiar circumftances ? What would be my duty was I in 
any different fituation from thas in which I am, fuppofing 
there is any probability of my being in fuch a fituation ? By 
thefe enquiries we might become acquainted with many 
duties, of which perhaps we are now ignorant, as well as get 
new views of others ; and the real chriftian need not be told 
how defirable this is. How preferable would be confulting 
with our fellow-chriftians, in our jfocial interviews, about 
our ownfduties, to exploring the faults of others ! 

The works of God, likewife would afford fubjeéts innu- 
merable, altogether worthy of our attention, and contempla- 
tion. Even a flower, :a leaf, or ablade of grafs viewed as 
the workmanfhip of him who is perfect in knowledge, may 
pleafingly and profitably employ our minds. With regard 
to the fublimer works of nature, (to fpeak according to our 
common conceptions) thefe who are beft capacitated to ex- 
plore them, know that they are fufficient to exhauft all their 
refearches, and to bring them to exclaim, “* Who can by 
fearching find out God? Who can find out the Almighty 
unto perfection ?” We need not be difcouraged from think- 
_ ing or {peaking of the works of God, becaufe we cannot think 

or {peak as we would ; ever fo fimple a reflection in our own 
minds, or a fingle thought advanced to others, may eventu- 
ally aniwer a great and important end: but let that be as it 
may, the works of God are well worthy of being fought out 
by us, and in this refpeét as well as others, it will hold true 
that God accepteth according to that which a man hath, and 
not according to that which he hath not. In one way or 
other it cannot prove fruitlefs to be thus engaged. Our com- 
plaints then of the want of a fubject are unjultly founded ; as 
Chriftians it can never really be the cafe while we have 
mercies to notice and be thankful for, fins to confefs and to 
bewail, duties incumbent on ourfelves and others, and ‘the 
wcerks of God to obferve and to recommend, 








TENDERNESS TO FALLEN BRETHREN. 


T HE neceffity of holinefs, or conformity to the Divine 
4 Being according to his word, is not only acknow- 
ledged but powerfully experienced by all who are renewed 
by the Spirit. Sweetly are they impelled to “ deny ungod- 
linefs and worldly luft ;”—to “ prefent their bodies a living 
facrifice.” They ‘have put off the old man with his deeds, 
and have put on the new man, which is renewed in know- 
ledge after the image of Him that created him.” No one, 
therefore, who is under the dominion of fm, can bring any 
{criptural evidence that he is born of God, or has a faving 
intereft in the divine Redeemer. Without all queftion, 
the true difciples of the Lamb are brought to hate and op- 
pofe whatever is contrary to his will, for we “ are not called 
to uncleannefs, but unto holinefs.” 

But ftill, we muft allow, the prefent is a ftate of much 
imperfeétion.—“ In many things we all offend.” Though 
it is not poffible for any one renewed by divine grace to be 
the flave of Satan, yet each may be ‘+ overtaken in a fault,” 
may be deluded, and for a time, led captive by fin. Scrip- 
ture, and the whole hiftory of the Church, demon ftrate this 
has been the unhappy cafe with many who, notwithftand- 
ing, were the heirs of a bleffled immortality.—It is proper 
we fhould be concerned and grieved when imftances like 
thefe occur within the circle of our obfervation. They 
open the mouth of the enemy ; ftagger weak believers ; 
bring a temporary reproach uponthe caufe of Chrift, and 
the fharpeft diftrefs on the unhappy offender. Yet, furely, 
it will by no means follow we fhould defpife, neglect or 
even treat coolly thofe who may be thus overcome by the 
infulting foe. ‘They have, at fuch feafons, a peculiar claim 
upon our pity and compaffion ; they need our affectionate 
advice, and faithful friendfhip. Too frequently, however, 
~ the treatment they meet with is quite the reverfe, efpeciallv 
if they are poor in this world ; for it would be well, if we 
could with truth fay, the conduét of profeflors uniformly 
~ manifefled, as it ought, that there is in thefe cafes but one 
law for the poor and for the rich. 

The fallen difciple ufually finds himfelf forfaken by thofe 
with whom he. has heretofore taken fweet counfel, and he 
has caufe to take up for himfelf that ancient complaint, 
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“ My lovers and my friends ftand aloof from my fore, and 
my kinfmen ftand afar off.”* Many" will be ready to pro- 
fefs a concern indeed, and to declare themfelves grieved on 
his account, while at the fame time they are indulging and 
diffeminating the moft injurious fufpicions againft him. 
His offence will be conftrued into an evidence of an hypo- 
critical profeffion ; and too often will he be left to ftruggle, 
as he can, with the enemies which have befet and entangled 
his foul. Even thofe who continue to maintain any inter- 
courfe with him, generally manifeft fuch coolnefs, and af- 
fume fuch an air of fuperiority, as, to a generous mind, 
will be extremely galling ; and aggravates inftead of leffen- 
ing the diftrefs. But does not fuch conduct further the de- 
figns of the malignant adverfary ? How baneful, how ruin- 
ous is its influence! 

The tendency of fin is to harden the heart. A perfon 
feduced by it may, for a feafon be infenfible of his guilt 
and danger. His attention will be turned from himfeif, and 
direéted towards the failings of others. Thefe are fought 
out with diligence, and dwelt upon with eagernefs, in order 
to enjoy the miferable fatisfa¢tion of beholding others as in- 
confiftent as himfelf. Therefore, as feverity and negle& 
are direétly oppofite to the fpirit of the gofpel, they confirm 
a fuggeftion which Satan rarely fails to prefent on fuch occa- 
fions ; namely, that religion is no better than an empty 
name. What faithful fervant of Chrift would not be anxi+ 
ous to guard againft furnifhing the mind of a fallen brother 
with fo deftruéctive a fentiment? 

But it is not unfrequent for the offender to be convinced 
as foon as he has committed the crime. His guilt appears 
in its dreadful enormity ; and fevere diftrefs harrows up his 
foul. The enemy, who before enticed, now adds dreadful 
terror to the acculations of confcience, and would lead him 
to form the horrid conclufion he has finned beyond the 
reach of mercy. He fears he is one that has apoftatifed 
from Chrift ; the word fpeaks to him nothing but terror ? 
the bleflings of the covenant aggravate his woe, becaufe, he 
imagines, they are what he has no room to expect. He 
would pray but guilt ftops his mouth, and drives him from 
the throne of grace. Then is experienced what the Pfalm- 
ift fo feelingly expreffes ; ‘* I am afflicted and ready to die, 
while I fuffer thy terrors I am diftraéted.” The tender 
fympathy of chriftian friends would, in fuch a cafe, be pre- 
cious healing balm ; but alas itis withheld. But what can 
be more cruel that to defert a fellow-foldier in fuch a dread- 


* Psalm xxexotite 11, 
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ful conflict? What more oppofite to the fpirit of the gofpel? 
Where is that charit@ which the Redeemer fo forcibly en- 
joins, and which the Divine Spirit breathes into the renew- 
ed foul? 

It is generally urged in defence of fuch conduat, that be- 
lievers ought on all occafions to give a public and marked 
teftimony that they deteft and abhor fin. This, every lover 
of Jefus moft cordially allows. However, the interefting 
queition is, What zs fin? The infpired penman will anfwer, 
* It is the tranfgreflion of the law.” We afk again, What 
law ? that of the world ? No—the law of Chrift. Now, 
one very important part of this is, ‘* Thou fhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyfelf ;”’ and our attention to it is fo effential, 
that the fame authority declares, ‘‘ He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death.” How then can he that neglects 
or coldly treats a fallen brother, difcover his averfion againtt 
fin ? He may make it evident he is in“ uenced by the god of 
this world, but can by no means prove that divine grace has 
its genuie effect upon his heart. 

‘The apoftle in Gal. vi. 1. furnifhesa plain direCtion, and 
gives a pofitive command relative to this fubject. He that 
flights the one, and difobeys the other, may, like one of an- 
cient days, fay, “* Come fee my zeal for the Lord,” but 
gives ne proof of real concern for the divine honour. 

When the divine life flourifhes ina foul, fuch queflions 
as thefe will frequently be propofed : ‘* Who maketh thee 
to differ ? and what haflt thou that thou haft not received?” 
An inattentive obferver of his own heart mult he be, who 
is not convinced he fhould be guilty of any fin, were rt not 
for a continuance of the fame grace which, at the frit, 
brought him from darknefs to marvellous light ; and this 
mutt ever produce compaflion for thofe who have ftrayed, 
as well as earneft endeavours for their being brought back 
into the right way.—Perhaps we, in general, entertain mif- 
taken ideas refpecting thofe of Ged’s children who have fal- 
jen into aétual tin. The lively oracles will fhew us that fome 
of thefe were, notwithftanding, eminent faints.—To pails 
over others, what are we to think of Noah, David, and 
Peter? They furely ftand in the firft rank of thofe who be- 
lieve ; and yet, according to the fentiments of too many in 
our day, they muft have been looked upon as mean, and 
treated with neglect. 

Viewing the prefent life as a ftate of warfare, we muft 
allow every true Chriftian is a foldier, fixed in his fuitable 
poft by the Captain of falvation. He does not order his 
weak ones to meet the fierceft attacks of the enemy, but. 
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thofe whom he has furnifhed with a greater degree of 
itrength and aétivity. It may be, fome of thefe are too 
full of themfelves ;—not fufficiently watchful ;—He fees 
that a difgraceful check, or a-painful wound inflicted by the 
foe, is the only method for correéting thefe errors ; drawing 
forth all their powers into his fervice ; and bringing then. 
finally to complete victory, and an immortal crown. Now, 
is it poflible the divine Commander can approve, when he 
fees one of his own wounded and faint, abandoned by his 
fellow-foldiers to the cruel infults of the enemy? Certainly 
he cannot. 

It is by divine grace alone we ftand.—Were it not for daily 
application of the Saviour’s merits to the confcience, the 
moft fanétified believer would be in defpair. How then 
can he, who lives continually upon free forgivenefs, refufe 
to declare its all-fufficiency to a fellow mortal who is near 
the gates of death, for the want of juflly viewing and firmly 
believing the glorious truth? 

If we maintain as we ought, that, as the ranfomed of the 
Lord, we are called, by all the means in our power, to pro- 
mote the Redeemer’s honour, we fhall be earneft to feek di- 
ligently after thofe who may have wandered, to the end that 
they may be reftored. The reclaiming of backfliders, the 
raifing of them that are {mitten down, and the pouring of 
balm into the wounded confcience, are the genuine fruits of 
the Spirit, and real evidences of faving faith. 

E. 


CONVERSION OF TWO PROSTITUTES, 
To the Ed:tor. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
HERE fend you the account of two remarkable inftances 
of the grace of God, difplayed in the converfion of two 

poor young proftitutes—it was written to me by one of our 
triends belonging to Zion Chapel. I read it in the congre- 
gation, and I have been perfuaded by many to have it pub- 
lifhed. I therefore fend it to you that (if you judge it pro- 
per) it may be inferted in your very ufeful work, ‘ the Evan- 
gelical Magazine :” that Jefus Chrift may make it ufeful is 


the earneft defire of 
Your very humble fervant, 


WILLIAM COOPER. 
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To the Rev. Mr. Cooper. 


REV. SIR, 


TAKE the liberty to trouble you with the following acs 

count, as I think, if poffible, we fhould at all times coni- 
ply with the requeft of dying perfons. 

I was prefent a few weeks ago at the death of a young 
woman, and fhe defired me to inform’ you what the Lord 
had done for her, in bringing her out of darkiefs into his 


‘marvellous light, and faving her foul from everlafting tor- 


ments. 

On Wednefday evening, April 25th, 1798, as I was 
coming out of Spa-Ficlds chapel, where I had been hearing 
you preach vour awful fermon from Numbers XXxlil. 23. 
“ Be sure your fin will find you out,” I heard a perfon 
clofe behind me w eeping and fighing in great bitternefs. I 
difcerned that fhe was in great diftrefs, although fhe evi- 
dently ftrove to hide it. Ithought I heard her fpeak to 
me, and therefore turned round: fhe feized on my hand 
and faid, ** Martha! Martha! I am damned to all eternity ! 
—nothing can fave me, nothing, nothing can fave fuch a vile 
wretch as I,—I am loft and undone for ever !” “ My dear 
child,” faid I, ‘¢ nothing but the blood of Jefus Chrift can 
fave poor finners ! Hé came to feck and to fave the loft, 
and whofoever calleth on the namie of the Lord fhall be 
faved.” Still the wept bitterly. “O,” faid fhe, “* what muft 
Ido? what muft Ido?” « Stop to do nothing,” I replied, 
“but come direétly to Chrift, he will receive you ; believe 
in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved ; do you 
feel that you are a finner? 27 «© yes I do—indeed I do—I 
feel and know that | am a great finner !” “ Then,” faid I, 
“there isa Great Saviour, ready and willing to receive you, 
and able to fave you ; fear not, go to him, he will have mer- 
cy on you.” 

She then made herfelf known to me; I recollected her { 
perfon, having lived in the family a few years ago; her 
father was a Turkey merchant, aad avery good man : fhe 
was born at Cranbrook in Kent, tn 1778, and her name was 
Hannah S—. Her mother died when fhe was an infant, 
but her father brought her up with great care and tender- 
n«fs, and gave her a very genteel education ; fhe was a girl 
of great underftanding, but made an improper ufe of it. 
Her perfon was remarkably handtome, which indeed proved’ 
her ruin, for being one e night at a public place of amuse- 
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tnent*, a young nobleman faw her, and in a fhort time ftolé 
her from her father’s houfe, and lived with her for three 
years. He then married another lady, and went with her 
into Italy, leaving this poor young creature, then ouly 18 
years of age, deftitute of all fupport ; after which, ‘as fhe 
informed me, fhe was obliged to go upon the town, and be- 
came a common ftreet-walker ; *‘ which wicked courfe,” 
{aid fhe, *‘ 1 have followed for two years:” I afked her how 
it happened that fhe thought of coming to chapel? fhe an- 
{wered that herfelf, and two other young creatures of the 
fame wretched employment, came that afternoon to drink 
tea at Merlin’s Cave, im Spa-field, and intended in the even- 
ing to go to Sadler’s Wells, but God, who “ moves in a my- 
{terious way, his wonders to perform,” had defigned other- | 
wife ; the informed me, that one of her companions faid to 
her, ** Now we afe at Iflington, fuppofe we go and hear 
Cooper, the preacher ‘at Spa-fields tonight, we need not ftay 
longer than half an hour, and {hall be time enough to go to 
the Wells afterwards. We {hall have fine fun at this Gof 
pel Shop ; Cooper will give us plenty of Hell and damnati- 
on.”’—=*S We won’t mind that,” faid another, ‘fo he don’t 
burn our clethes ; we fhall fee plenty of fun no doubt,” &c. 

While the was telling me how they talked, and pleafed 
themfelves, fhe wept greatly, and faid, ** Ah, Martha ! there 
will be no.fun in the midft of hell flames.” —“ No, my dear 
child,” faid I, ** no, Men may live fools, but Gale: they cans 
not die. We were then obliged to part, but fhe promifed 
to come and fee me in the morning.—I took hold of her 
hand at parting,—*‘ No !” cried the, with great varneftnefs, 
‘do not thake hands with a Prostitute and Murderer.” — 
“* I hope (fatd I,) you have not committed murder !”— 
** Yes,” replied the, *‘ I broke my dear father’s heart, there« 
fore I murdered him; and now I fee hell ready open to re- 
ceive me.”—I think I fhall never forget the herror of her 
countenance as fhe {poke thefe words—fhe entreated me to 
pray for her—I promiled her that I would, and after fpeak- 
ing fome comfortable words to her, we parted. 

I was greatly diftreffed all night, fearing that (feeing the 
{late of her mind was fo dreadful) Satan might take the ads 
vantage of her, and tempt her to fuicide. Iwas the more 
uneafy in the motning, becaufe the did not come to my 
houte as fhe had promifed ; nor did I hear of her until Fri- 
day night, when fhe fent a perfon to inform me that fhe was 


* Parents, keep your children from such places, as you value their 


souls. 
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extremely ill, and that there was no hopes of her living ute 
tillthe morning, I cannot defcribe how much I was fhock- 
ed at this unexpected news. The perfon whom fhe had 
fent, intreated me to accompany her to her young friend’s 
dwelling, as fhe was very delirous to fee me before her death, 
but I was afraid I fhould fee the poor young creature dying 
in all the agonies of horrible defpair. Indeed, when I con- 
fidered the dreadful ftate of mind in which I faw her on 
Wednefday evening, I could expedt nothing elfe—I there- 
fore told the woman that I could not go with her, but would 
endeavour to vifit her in the morning. However afterwards 
reflecting on my unnatural conduét, I repented and went to 
her that night. Itwas about 10 o’clock when I reached her 
dwelling. I wasinformed that fhe was better than fhe had been; 
but I faw thata few hours would terminate her life. She had 
with her a Clergyman, who had been praying by her, and was 
then about to adminifter the Sacrament. When fhe faw 
me, fhe faid, ‘‘ 1 am happy tofee you, I hope you are come 
to rejoice with me.”—I replied, “‘ I hope you have a good 
ground for rejoicing.” -—“ Yes,” faid fhe, “I have ; I rely 
wholly and confidently on the blood and merits of my dear 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Ghrift—I have no other depen- 
dance—O what has the blood of Jefus Chrift done for me !” 
—She then afked me to receive the facrament with her, 
which I did ; real devetion and true contrition feemed to 
fill her heart during the adminiftration of this folemn ordi- 
nance. The clergyman afterwards took his leave—* I hope 
(faid fhe) we fhall meet in heaven ;” and then exclaimed 
with rapture—*“ I fee my dear Redeemer! He is ftanding 
with open arms ready to receive me! I fhall foon be with 
him in glory. O, I pray you, tell Mr. Cooper what the 
Lord hath done for me—how loud fhall I fing in heaven! 
what do you think I fhall fing ?”—‘‘ My dear (faid I) we 
fhall'all fing the fame free grace and dying love.” She now 
took hold of my hand and faid, “I hope I fhall fee your 
dear minifter in heaven ;” and then prayed earneftly that 
the Lord would be pleafed to continue you many years in 
this world, for the fake of poor wretched finners ; and many 
otherthings fhe faid expreflive of her great regard for you, 
28 an inftrument in God’s hand, of plucking her as a brand 
from the burning. I afked her if fhe would take fome re- 
frefhment, ‘‘ No ; (replied fhe) I am greatly refrefhed, Jefus 
Chrift is refrefhing me every moment, and will do until he 


. takes me unto himfelf.” One of the young women who had 


accompanied her to the chapel came to bid her a laft fare- 
well.—Immediately on feeing her the faid, “ Do behold 
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what havock fin has made in me!—Are you prepared to 
meet your God? “ Be sure your fin will find you out!” [ 
hope you will never forget that text, nor the fermon—but [ 
am now going—eternally farewell!!!” The young woman 
went away, and I was left with her.—“ Ah! my dear friend 
(faid fhe) I earneftly pray that the whole world may be 
brought to the knowledge of Jefus Chrift.”—Her pain was 
exquifite, her death being occafioned by an inflammation in 
her bowels; fhe took my hand with the little ftrength fhe 
had, (for fhe was juft expiring) and faid—‘* My dear friend, 
allis over, Iam now -going, God blefs you and dear Mr. 
Cooper: tell him there will be another Proftitute in hea- 
ven.—O what has the precious blood of Jefus Chrift done 
for me! Farewell, dear friend,—farewell till we meet in 
glory!!!” She then expired in my arms, with a heavenly 
imile upon her countenance. 
Thus did God cut fhort his work in righteoufnefs, brought 
a poor finner to hear the gofpel—convinced her of her ftate 
—applied the blood of Chrift to her heart—made her re- 
joice in his love, and took her to himfelf, within three days, 
Iam, Dear Sir, 
Your’s fincerely, 


Whitéhapel. M. F. 


SIR, 


The great regard I have for you will not let me hide 
from you what I think will give you pleafure. The young 
woman which I mentioned in my letter, who came to take 
a laft farewell of her dying companion, came to me this 
morning. The moment I faw her I perceived a great alte- 
ration in her, which gave me much pleafure. She faid fhe 
was going into the country to live with her mother, who is 
lately left a widow. “Ah!” faid fhe, “ I cannot now live 
in the practice of fin,—No, I hate fin,—I fee the exceedin 
finfulnefs of it :—But there is a fountain open for fin abd 
uncleannefs. You know dear Hannah, who is now in hea- 
ven, was wafhed in that fountain, and it remains open.” 
She added, ‘‘ What a dear Jefus, to fhed his precious blood 
for fuch vile finners ! How precious is Chrift to me! I feel 
this moment more than language can utter.”—Indeed, fhe 
is drawn by the cord of love. 

‘Dear Sir, I am “ loft in wonder, love and praife !” how 
gracious has the Lord dealt with thefe two poor finners { 
Qne he has taken to heaven, and the other, I hope, isa 
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' brand fnached from the burning. She told me fhe was at 
Spafields Chapel the evening you took leave of the congres 
gation and the word was greatly blefled to her. Indeed, 
the ftate fhe is now in, and the truly wretched finful condi- 
tion fhe was in fo lately, feems to be almoft like a dream. 
But why fhould I wonder ? I know with Ged all things are 
pomible, 

This poor dear girl is but feventeen years old ; fhe has 
lived an infamous life, fhe told me, a year and a half; but 
I hope God will keep her the reft of her life, and be the 
guide of her youth. She has not feen her mother for a year 
and a halffbut fhe wrote to her laft week, and told her that 
fhe had feen the error of her ways, and it was her with to 
return, if fhe would receive and forgive her. Her mother 
fent her a very affeCtionate anfwer, which the young woman 
gave me toread, Indeed her mother is like the father of 
the prodigal; fhe is happy that fhe will return home, and 
will receive her molt gladly, She fays, ** My dear child, 
you* know I am very poor and diftrefled : notwithftanding, 
if you will return home, I will provide for you till God fhall 
direét you what to do for your living.” She fets off to- 
morrow evening to go to her mother, who lives in Wiltthire, 
I do hope and pray that God may go with her, and protect 
her, and carry on the good work which he has begun in 
her. ‘ 


M F . 





Whitechapel, Fune 9th, 1798. 


> Gae—_— 
‘ 


REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE, 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magagine. 


SIR, 


HE following narrative, contained in two letters to a 
& friend, has been interefting to me. It may poflibly 
be the fame to others. If you judge it fuitable, you are at 
liberty to infert it: but as it was wrete by a perfon now 
living, you will excufe the omiffion of names. 
Yours, 


GAIUS, 
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LETTERI, 


My Dear Frienp. 


OU requeft the particulars of that change of which a 
few years ago I was the fubject. You need not be 
told that the religious experiences of fallible creatures, like 
every thing elfe that attends them, muft needs be marked 
with imperfe@tion; and that the account that caffbe given 
of them on paper, after a lapfe of feveral years, muft be fo 
in a ftill greater degree. I am willing, however, to com- 
ply with youmgrequeit ; and the rather becaufe it may ferve 
to recal fome things which, in pafling over the mind, pro- 
luce agreeable fenfations both of pain and pleafure. 

My parents, as"you may poflibly know, were diffenters, 
of the Calviniftic perfuafion. They were engaged in Mif- 
bandry, which occupation therefore I followed till the twen- 
tieth year of my age. -I remember many of the fins of my 
childhood ; among which were lying, curfing, and fwearing. 
It is true, as to the latter, iq@mever became habitual. I had 
a dread upon my fpirits to fuch a degree, that when I utter- 
ed an oath, or an imprecation, it was by a kind of force put 
upon my feeliags, and merely to appear manly, like other 
boys with whom I affociated, This being the cafe, when 
I eame to be about ten years old, I entirely left it off,, ex- 
cept that I fometimes dealt in a fort of minced oaths and im- 
precations, when my paffions were inflamed. 

In the practice of telling lies I continued fome years 
longer ; at length, however, I began to think this a mean 
vice, and accordingly left it off, except in cafes wie I was 
under fome prefling temptation. 

I think I muft have been nearly fourteen years ‘old be- 
fore I began to have any ferious thoughts about futurity.— 
The preaching under which [ attended was not adapted to 
awaken my confcience, as the minifter had feldom any 
thing to fay except to believers ; and what believing was I 
neither knew, nor greatly cared to know. I remember, 
however, about this time as I was walking alone, I put the 
queftion to myfelf, What is faith? There is much made of 
it, whatis it? I could not tell; but fatisfied myfelf in think- 
ing, it was not of immediate concern, and I fhouldunder- 
{iand it as I grew older, 
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Sometimes eonvi¢tion has laid faft hold on me, and ren- 
dered me extremely unhappy. One winter evening, in par- 
ticular, I went to a fmith’s fhop, where a number of other 
boys fatround the fire. Prefently they began to fing vain 
fongs. This appeared to me fo much like revelling that I 
felt fomething within that would not fuffer me to join them; 
and while I fat filent, in rather an unpleafant mufe, thofe 
words funk deep unto my mind, What dost thou here, Elijah ? 
They had fuch an eff€€t upon me that I immediately left the 
company; yet, fhocking to reflect upon, I walked away 
murmuring in my heart againft God, that I could not be 
= alonegand fuffered to take my pleafure like other chil- 

ren ! . 

At other times I have been greatly affected by reading or 
thinking of the doctrings of Chriftianity.s Oga@day in par- 
ticular I took up Mr. HgErtkth 8Gosp s,and opens 










_ ing usb a pigee calle tec Way ouns Chris 
tians s or, Ghrist all in’ ption, I read, 
and as # read I wept. e as ft dVercome with 


weeping, fo interefting did th€ doétrine of eternal falvation 
appear to me: yet, there bein no radical change in my 
heart, thefe thoughts pafled away, and I was equally intent 
on the prrfuits of folly as heretofore. ‘ 

Sometimes I felt a ftrange kid of regard towards good 
people, fuch of them efpecially as were familiar in their be- 
haviour .to young people, and would fometimes talk with me 
about religion. I ufed to wifh I had many thoufand pounds, 
that I might give font of it to them, who were poor as to 
thei# worldly circumftances. 

I» was fometimtes the fubje& of fuch convictions and af- 
feétions that Freall}? thought myfelf a converted perfon; and 
lived under that delufion for fome years. The ground on 
which I’refted this opinion was as follows:—One day as I 
was» ng Mone, I began to think ferioufly what would 
becom@¢ of my poor foul! I felt myfelf the flave of fin.— 





_ Vill now I did not knew but that I could repent at any time} 


but now I perceived that my heart was wicked, and that it 
was not in me to turn to God, or to break off my fins by 
righ¥€oufnefs. I faw that if’ God woulg forgive me all the 
patt, and offer me the kingdom of heaven on the condition 
ef giving up my wicked ‘purfuits, I fhould not accept it. 
This conviélion was accompanied with great depreffion of 
heart. I walked forrowfully along, repeating thefe words. 
Lriquityrwill bemy ruin Intqnitywillbe my ruin! While 
pouringfoever my unhappy cafe, thofe words of the Apoftle 
tuddenly occurred to mind, Sin shall not have dominion 
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over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
Now the fuggeftion of a text of {cripture to the mind, and ef- . 
pecially if it came with power, was generally confidered by 
religious people, with whom I occafionally affociated, as a 
promife coming immediately from God, I therefore fo un- 
derftood it, and thought that God had thus revealed to me 
that I was in a ftate of falvation, and that therefore iniquity 
fhould not, as I had feared, be my ruin. The effect was, 
I was overcome with joy and tran{po I fhed, I fuppofe, 
thoufands of tears as I walked along, and feemed to feel 
myfelf as it were in a new world. It appeared to me that tI 
hated my fins, and was refolved: to forfake them, Think- 
ing on my wicked courfes Fremember ufing thofe words of 
Paul, Shall I continue in sin that grace may abound ? God for- 
bid! I felt,ror feemed to feel, the ftrongeft indignation at 
the thought. *But, ftrange as it may appear, though my face 
that morning I:believe was fwoln with weeping, yet before 
night all was gone and forgotten, and I returned.to my. for- 
mer vices with as eager a guft asever ; nor do I remember 
that for more than halfa year after it I had any ferious 
thoughts about the falvation-of my foul. 

About a year afterwards, however, I was again walking 
by myfelf, and began to reflect-upon my courfe of life, par- 
ticularly upon my former hopes and affectians, and how I 
bad fince forgotten them all, and returned to all my wicked 
ways. Inftead of fin having no more dominion over me, I 
pergeived that its dominion had been increafed. For fome 
minutes I was greatly dejected, but was inftantly relieved 
by what I accounted another promife from God. Thefe 
words were fuggefted to my. mind, J have biotted out as a 
thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins. By 
this, as by the former, I was overcome with what I confider- 
ed as God’s great love to me, and fhed I fuppofe thoufands 
of tears, not of forrow, but of joy and gratitudé. I now con- 
fidered mytelf as having been-in a backs/iding flate, and that 
God had gracioufly restored me; though in truth I have 
every reafon to think that the great deep of my heart’s de- 
pravity had not yet been broken up, and that all my religion 
was mere tranfient impreflion, without any abiding princi- 
ple. Amidft it all I had lived without prayer, and was 
neveg, that I recollect, induced to deny myfelf of one fin, 
when temptations were prefented. I now thought, how- 
ever, furely I fhall be better for the time to come. But, 
alas! in a few days this alfo was forgotten, and I retur ned 
to my evil courfes with as much eagernefs as ever. 
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T now began to draw towards fixteen years of age, and a# 
my powers and paffions ftrengthened, I was more and more 
addicted to evil: nor was 1 merely prompted by my own 
propenfities ; for having formed connexions with other 
wicked young people, my progrefs in the way to death was 
thereby greatly accelerated. Being of an athletic frame, 
and of a daring fpirit, I was often engaged in fuch exers 
cifes and exploits as, if the good hand of God had not pre- 
ferved me, might hie iffued in death. I alfo frequently 
engaged in games of hazard, which, though not to any 
great amount, yet were very bewitching to me, and tended 
greatly to corrupt my mind, Thefe, with various other 
evil courfes, had fo hardened my heart that I feldom 
thought of religion. Nay, I recollect that on a Lord’s 
day evening about this time, when my parents were reads 
ing in the family, I was thamefully engaged with one of 
the fervants, playing idle tricks, though I took care not to 
be feen inthem. Thefe things were nothing to me at that 
time ; for my confcience, by reiterated acts ef wickednefs, 
had become seared as with a hot iron: they were heavy 
burdens however to me afterwards. But as I have now 
brought down my narrative to the- period when I trust 
God began effectually to work upon my heart, I will leave 
that part to another cpportunity, and forthe prefent fub- 
fcribe myfelf 





Yours, affectionately, 


A. Ba. 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE, 
" LETTER IL. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


|] EMBRACE the earlieft opportunity of concluding the 
narrative which I began at your requeft. By the clofe of 
my laft; you would perceive at near fixteen years of age, I 
was, notwithftanding various convictions and tranfient af- 
fe€tions, prefiing on in a lamentable career of wickednefs ; 
but about this time my convictions revifited me and brought 
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en fuch a concern about my everlafting welfare, as iffued; 
I truft, in real converfion. 

It was my common practice after the bufinefs of the day 
was over, to get into bad company in the evening; and 
when there, I indulged im fin without reftraint. But after 
perfifimg in this courfe for a time, I began to be very un- 
eafy, particularly in a morning when J firft awaked: It was 
almoft as common for me to be feized with keen remorfe 
at this hour, as it was to go inte company in the evening. 
At firft I began to make vows of reformation, and this for 
the moment would afford a little eafe ; but as the tempta- 
tions returned my vows were of no account. It was an en- 
lightened confcience only that was on the fide of God: my 
heart was {till averfe to every thing fpiritual or holy: For 
feveral weeks I went on in this way ; vowing, and breaking 
my vows; refiecting on myfelf for my evil conduc, and 
vet continyally repeating it. | 

It was not now as heretofore: my convictions followed 
me up clofely. I could not, as formerly, forget thefe things; 
and was therefore a poor miferable creature ; like a drunk- 
ard, who caroufes in the evening, but mopes about the next 
day, like one half dead. One morning, as I was walking 
alone, I felt an uncommon load upon my heart. The re- 
membrance of my fin, not only on the paft evening, but for 
a long time back, the breach of my vows, and the thocking 
termination of my former hopes and affections, all uniting 
together, formed a burden which I knew not how to bear, 
The gnawing, of a guilty confcience, feemed to me a kind 
of hell within me. Nay, I really thought at the time, ‘that 
this was the fire and brimftone of the bottomlefs pit, and 
that in me it was already kindled. E do not write in the 
language of exaggeration. I now know, that the fenfe 
which EI then had of the evil of my fin, and the dreadful- 
nefs of God’s righteous difpleafure againft me on account 
of it, came very far fhort of truth ; but yet they feemed more 
than I was able to fuftaim When I thougist of my broken 
vows, they ferved to convince me that there was no truth 
in me, and that I wasaltogether wicked. Ifubfcribed to the 
juftice of my doom, if I were fént to hell ;.and plainly faw 
that to hell f mutt go, unlefs I were fav ed of mere grace, 
and, as it were, in fpite of myfelf. I fenfibly perceived that 
if God were to forgive me all the paft, I fhowld again de- 
{troy my foul, and that ina very little time. I never be- 
fore felt myfelt fuch an odious and helplefs finner. I feem- 
ed to have nothing about ‘me that ought to excite the pit 
ef God, or that I could reafonably expect fhould do fe ; 
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but every thing difgufting to him, and provoking to the eyes 
of his glory. 

And now the queflion would turn in my mind, what muft 
Ido? What fhallI do? Six or feven times over. Indeed, 
[ felt utterly at a lofs what to do. ‘Te think of amend- 
ment, and much more to make vows concerning it as here- 

tefore, were but a mockery of God and my own foul ; and 
to hope for forgivenefs in the courfe that I was in, was the 
height of prefumption. So I had norefuge. Fora mo- 
i | ment defpair took hold upon me, and I even thought of 
| returning and taking my fill of fin, let the confequences be 
fH what they might ; but then again the thoughts of being lolt, 
1 | and loft for ever, funk into my foul like lead into the waters. 





\ While thinking on this my paft hopes alfo recurred to mind, 
i and aggravated the idea of eternal punifhment. What, 
Hi thought I, fhall I at once bid adieu to Chrift, and hope,.and 
i) heaven, and plunge my foul into endlefs ruin? At this my 
Ht heart revolted. What fhall I do? What can I do? This 
ie was all I could fay. 
‘It is difficult at this diftance of time to recolle& with pre- 
‘i cifion the minute workings of my mind ; but as near as I 
Hy can remember, I was like a man drowning, looking every 
| way for help, or rather catching for fomething by which he 
might fave his life. I tried to find out if there were any 
| hope in divine mercy, any in the Saviour of finners; but 
i felt repulfed.in the thoughts of mercy having been {fo bafe- 
ly abufed already. In this ftate of mind, as I was moving 
{lowly on I thought of the refolution of Job, Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in him :.and fora{much as it yielded 
me a faint ray of hope, I repeated the words many times 
over, and at each repetition feemed to gather a little 
ftrength. It excited a fort of peradventure the Saviour of 
finners may fave my life, mixed with a determination, if J 
might, to caft my perifhing foul upon him for falvation, to 
be both pardoned: and purified, for I felt [needed the one 
| as much as the other. 
| I was not then aware that any poor finner had a warrant 
| to believe in Jefus Chrift for the falvation of his foul; but 
fuppofed there muft be fome kind of qualification tu entitle 
i him to do it; yet I was aware I had no qualifications. On 
H a review of my refolution at that time, it feems to refemble 
| that of Efther, who went into the king’s prefence contrary to 
| the law, and at the hazard of her life. Like her I feemed 
reduced to extremities ; impelled by dire neceffity to run all 
hazards, even though I fhould perifh in the attempt. Yet 
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it was not altogether from adread of wrath, that I fled to 
this refuge ; for I well remember that I perceived fome- 
thing attracting in the Saviour. I muft—I will—yes I wiil 
—truft my foul—my finful loft foul—in his hands —if I 
perifh, I perifh! Such in fubftance were my refolutions, 
In this ftate of mind I continued nearly an hour, weeping 
and fupplicating mercy for the Saviour’s fake ; (my foul 
hath it ftill in remembrance and is humbled in me!) and as 
the eye of my mind was more and more fixed on him, my 
guilt and fears were gradually and infenfibly removed. 

I now found reft for my troubled foul, and I reckon that s 
fhould have found it fooner, if I had not entertained the no- 
tion of my having no warrant to come to Chrilt, without 
fome previous qualification. This notion was a bar that 
kept me back for a time, though through divine drawings I 
was enabled to overleap it. As near as I can remember, 
in the early part of thefe exercifes, when I fubfcribed to the 
juftice of God in my condemnation, and thought of the 
Saviour of finners, I had then relinquifhed every falfe con- 
fidence, believed my help to be only in him, and approved 
of falvation by grace alone, through his death: and if at 
that time I had known that any poor dinner mzght warranta- 
bly have trufted in him for falvation, I conceive I fhould 
have done fo, and have found reft unto my foul fooner than 
I did. I mention this, becaufe it may be the cafe with 
others ; and who may be kept in darknef’s and defpondency 
by erroneous views of the gofpel, much longer than I was. 

I think alfo I did repent of my fin in the early part of 
thefe exercifes, and before I thought that Chrift would ac- 
cept and fave my foul. I conceive that juftifying God in 
my condemnation, and approving the way of falvation by 
Jefus Chrift neceffarily included it; but yet I did not think 
at the time that this was repentance or any thing truly. good. 
Indeed I thought nothing about the exercifes of my own 
mind, but merely of my guilty and loft condition, and whe- 
ther there were any hope of efcape for me. But having 
found reft for my foul in the crofs of Chrift, I was now 
conscious of my being the fubje&t of repentance, faith, and 
love. When I thought of my paft life, I abhorred myfulf 
and repented in duit and afhes ; and when of the gofpel 
way of falvation, I drank it in, as cold water is embibed by 
athirfty foul. My heart felt one with Chrift, and dead to 
every other object around me—TI had thought I had found 
the joys of the gofpel heretofore ; but now I feemed to Anow 
that I had found them, and was confcious that I had paffed 
from death unto, life. Yet even now my mind was not fo 
engaged in reflecting upon my own feelings, as upon the 

ebjects which occafioned them, | 
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From this time my former wicked courfes were forfaken. 
{had no manner of defire after them. They loft their in- 
fluence upon me. ‘To thofe evils, a glance at which before 
would have inftantly fet my paflions in a flame, I now felt no 
inclination. My foul, faid I, with joy and triumph, is as a 
weaned child! I now knew experimentally what it was to 


be dead to the world by the crofs of Chrift, and to feel a 


habitual determination to devote my future life to God my 
Saviour. f 

From this time I confider the vows of God as upon me ; 
but, ah, my friend, I haye great reafon for fhame and bitter 
reflection in reviewing the manner in which they have been 
fulfilled ! Nevertherlefs, by the help of God, I continue in 
his fervice to this day, and daily live in hope of eternal life, 
through Jefus Chrift my Lord and only Saviour. 

I am affectionately, Your’s, 
A. B, 


ON THE FLIGHT OF TIME. 


Time is dealt out by particles, and thefe 
“ Are mingled with the ftreaming fands of life.” Young. 


AS the fands in the hour-glafs ftay not in their paflage, 
f but continue in inceflant, chough almoft imperceptible, 
Motion, till the whole are run out: as the bubbles which 
dance upon the current vanifh as foon as they meet our 
touch, and the next which advances may burft ere it comes 
within our reach ; fo fleeting and delufive are the days, the 
hours, and moments, into which we “have divided the rapid 
ftream of time. The inftant which is but now paft has elud- 
ed our grafp, and is gone never to return—the one we look 
forward to may never arrive, or, which is the fame to us, 
may find us cold fenfelefs clay, incapable of embracing the 
advantages it offers, or profiting by the lofs of thofe which 
are gone before it. ‘The prefent moment is all we dare 
call our own ; yet, alas! how often do we trifle with it as if 
time——I had almoft faid eternity itfelf, was fubject to our 
controul! How amazing the infatuation which can induce 
us to throw away thofe gifts, which, though momentary in 
‘their duration, are of everlafting importance in their confe- 
quences ! Henceforth, my dear reader, may you, and I, he 
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enabied to refolve, that whatever may be the pra€tice of the 
inconfiderate multitude, we will regard every moment as a 
talent put into our hands, which mutt be either ufefully. im- 
proved, or for ever loft ; and may it be the burden of our 
morning meditation—of our daily ftudy—of our evening 
prayer—fo as to {pend each hour, that if we fhould be called 
to exchange worlds before its clofe, we may be prepared to 
meet our Judge, and cheerfully furrender to him a faithful 
account of the facred depofit he hath committed toour truft. 
May it be our care to engage inno employment that will not 
ftand the {crutinizing teft of his all-feeing eye ; to partake 
of no recreation which willtend to unfit our minds for the 
enjoyments of the bleft above ; let us never be found im the 
fociety of thofe who caa wantonly fport with the facred name 
of our God, or fcoff at the glorious myfteries of our holy re- 
ligion : but be ever diligent in the paths of duty, and con- 
vince the world by our condu¢t, as well as our profefiion, 
that whatever others may do, we icar the Lord. So fhall we 
be enabled through life to poffefs our fouls in patience, and 
pious refignation to the divine will ; neither regretting the 
hours that are paffed, nor too confidently depending on thofe 
which are to come ; but calmly waiting for that joyful peri- 
od when we fhall be admitted, (through the mercies of our 
God, and the fufferings and interceffions of our dear Re- 
deemer), into thofe blifsful regions where forrow and death 
{hall find no entrance,—where palt and future fhall be known 
no more ; but where we fhali for ever join in afcribing prai- 
fes to the triune God in one eternal now. 


Sandwich. E. TATLOCK.,. 


CHRISTIANS STUMBLING-BLOCKS 10 THE 
JEWS. | 


TEPPING into an Hackney-ftage in London one Sa- 
% turday evening, (fome time ago,) I perceived a decent 
looking young woman had already taken her feat. Inthe 
courfe of a little converfation it appeared that fhe was a 
Fewess, who had that day been at the fynagogue, and was 
returning to Hackney, where fhe refided. Being, at that 
time, an Hebrew ftudent myfelf, I was pleafed with the op- 

ortunity of converfing with this young perfon on the fyb- 
jet of the Hebrew language, which fhe feemed to under- 
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The pleafure of the converfation, however, was interrupt- 
ed by the circumflance of her occafionally taking God’s name 
in vain. This led me to obferve to her, that I was much 
furprifed that fhe fhould thus take the Lord’s name in vain, 
in Englifh, fince I underflood the Jews profeffed fuch a pe- 
culiar veneration for the Hebrew name Fehovah, that they 
ufed another word in its place in reading their own Scrip- 
tures. The anfwer which the returned was—“ The Chris- 
tians do 89. 

I wifh it had been in my power, on this occafion, to have 
vindicated the character of ‘‘ the Chriftians,” or rather of 
thofe who profess the Chriflian nsme. What a pity it is, 
that the enemies of the gofpel fhould have any arguments 
againft it, from the wickednefs of thofe who profefs them- 
felves its friends ! We may difpute, and preach, and write, 
on the excellency of the Chriftian religion—we may rail at 
Jews, Turks and Infidels—but, till men, who call them- 
felves Chriftians, exhibit more of the genuine influence of 


Chriftianity in their lives and converfation, in vain do we 


aim at their converfion. Such “ baptifed Infidels,” (as ma- 
ny profeffed Chriftians are,) lie as ftumbling-blocks in the 
way of fuch an event. Where is the fpirit of the gofpel, 
when men neglect to adorn the doctrine of God our Savi- 
our ?—What an unhappinefs, when the enemies of Chrifti- 
anity can fo juftly fay to its profefled advocates, “* What do 
ye more than others ?”——What a {tab is given to the facred 
caufe of Chrift, whena profane Jewefs attempts to vindicate 
the violation of the third commandment, by faying, ** The 
Christians do so!” QO, ye Chriftians ! if ye wifh to prove 
the reality of your faith in Chrift, fhew it by your lives and 
converfation. Wipe away this, and every other reproach 
of our Chriflian Ifrael ; and while fuch laudable attempts 
are now made to convert the Jews and Heathens to Chritti- 
anity, be careful that you ‘* give none offence, neither to the 
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God.” 
Basing-stoke, Fune Gth, 1798. KRASTUS. 
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SELECT SENTENCES. 


Lae ‘7 ASES are the pioneers of death, to break the way 
for his approach. 

The fouls of men expire not with their iia they re- 
femble the lamp in Gideon’s pitchers ; the latter muft be 
broken to render the former vifible. 

Death is a judgment, that leaves a man no more land than 
his grave, no more clothes than his fhroud, no more houfe 
than his coffin. 

It is the perfeétion of holinefs to do what God loves, and 
love what God does. 

To pretend juftification by the worksof the law, is as un- 
reafonable, as for man to produce in court the bond which 
obliges him to his creditor, as a teftimony that he owes him 
nothing. 

The winds and thunder fet forth God’s power ; the firm- 
nefs of the rocks, and the incorruptibility of the heavens, 
are an obfcure reprefentation of his unchangeablenefs ; but 
holinefs is the moft orient pearl in the crown of heaven, and 
only fhines in reafonable creatures. 


MISSIONARY LETTERS. 


THE following letters, written by one of the Sailors in 
the Duff to his wife and daughter, though they give no 
information of a public nature in addition to Captain 
Wilfon’s letter, prefents fo engaging a picture of perfonal 
piety, conjugal and paternal affection, as will make them, 
we doubt not, an acceptable treat to our readers. 


Wampoo, near Canton, 19th Dec. 1797. 
My dearly beloved and moft affectionate little woman, 
ESTERDAY your fheetful of glad tidings, dated the 


25th of April ult. came fafely to hand, and filled my 
whole foul with emotions of gratitude and pleafure. I frank- 
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ly confefs that my fpirits began to droop and to be in heavi- 
nefs at not hearing from you, by the firft accounts that reach- 
ed the Duff; (for we had feveral receivals the day of our 
arrival here, which was the 153th infl.) yet hope, in the 
midft of much doubting, fondly fuggeftéd that matters in 
general were well with yourfelf and oar litte girl, But when 
I called to mind former circumftances, I {carce allowed my- 
felf to fuppofe that i was to have my heast gladdcned with 
the accounts of a living fon, bearing my own likenefs, called 
by my own name, initiated publicly into the vifible church, 
and under God’s {paring mercy doing well. This fpecial 
piece of intelligence feems to infpire me with frefh and ar- 
dent defires, that God, of his adorable goodnefs, would :be 
gracioully pleafed to prolong our joint lives ; not only that 
we may be mutual helps and comforts to each other, but alfo 
that, as enabled, we may bring up the children, whom He 
in infinite wifdom may fee fitto {pare unto us, in the fear, 
nurture, and admonition ofthe Lord. 

Divine Providence, in marvellous kindnefs, hath fafely 
carried the Duff through au immenfe fpace, without any 
material damage either to her hull, matts, fails, or rigging; 
and, what is more, to the prefent jun@ure, [le hath not, by 
difeafe or death, made any breach among us; all the fhip’s 
company that Bclonged to her at our failing irom Spithead 
being not barely alive on board this day, but in good health 
and comfortable circu umitances, except one feaman, who 
left the fhip when pafitng a {mall illand fituated in 7. 10, N. 
and 146, 80. I. 

What, oh! what fhall we render unto the Lord for his 
benefits to us as a collective body ; or what pofhible returns 
of gratitude fhall I, as an individual, make to the bountiful 
Author of the manifold bleflings anid privil: ‘ges I have fo 
richly and unmeritedly enjoy ed! 

When, my dearly beloved, I take a retrofpective fur- 
vey of the gracious dealings of Providence towards me, in 
refpedt of health, comfort, and protection; together with 
the valuable blefling of good news from my abfent family, 
fo recently received; furely it becomes me to acknowledge 
and declare, that goodnels and mercy have attended me 
through every part of our long voyage. To former blefings 
may our Divine Proteétor, in the continued exercife of his 

abundant kindsels, yet add future layours, as our wants 
and exigencies may ‘from time to time re quire ; and in his 
own time and way, bring us all, in peace and fafety, to the 
haven from whence we came, tnfamuch that the mouths of 
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the carnal and gainfaying part of our country maybe entife4 
ly ftopped, the hearts of thofe who wifh well to the profpe- 
rity of the miffionary caufe made exceedingly glad, and God; 
even our own God, be thereby glorified. 

I wrote yefterday to Mr. W. and Mr. B. and if thofe let- 
ters come to hand before this, Mr: W. will favour you with 
a fuller account of the landing, health, and profpeéts of the 
Miffionaries than I can here give you. [I muft referve a 
corner fer a few lines to my dear little girl.] I only in ge- 
neral remark, that the God who fent and conduéted us to 
the diftant iflands of the South Seas, {peedily opened doors 
at the different groups of the Society, Friendly and Mar- 
quefian Ifles, for their reception, the chiefs of which, under 
Providence, became their immediate prote¢tors and fup- 
porters, and will, I doubt not, in due time be conftrained by 
divine grace to efteem them very highly for their work’s 
fake. 

When we fhall fail from hence, it is as yet quite impoffi- 
ble for me tofay. It may perhaps be two, three, or four. 
months. Therefore avoid anticipation, and the fetting of 
bounds to the time of our arrival ; but endeavour paflively 
to leave the matter in God’s hand, to truft him firmly and he 
will bring it pals. And, by the bye, fhould He fee fit to 
permit me to be fnatched from the Duff, when we draw near 
our native fhore, by an imperious prefs-mafter; and thereby 
have my abfencé from you prolonged ; even in that cafe, en- 
deavour to grieve not, but fubmiflively bow the head, and 
and fay, this alfo is of God—let him do as it feemeth good 
in his fight. Forthe place of our abode, and the bounds of 
our habitation, are moft afluredly determined by him: and 
he will make every event of his wife government to work 
effeCtually for the f{pecial benefit of his chofen people. Here 
however I juft intimate, that, in that cafe, my annual tax re- 
ceipts, through proper application, will procure a releafe. 

Ifeel myfelf fingularly obliged, by the notice and affiftance 
rou have received from our dear father and mother.. Pre- 
tent my Kindeft love unto them ; and fail not to remember 
me to all well-wifhers. And withal, my dearly beloved and 
chriftian paftner, fondly accept of my genuine, unremitted, 
and tenderetft affection to yourfelfs And may the Almighty 
Jehovah, in whom you are mercifully enabled to confide, 
continue moft abundantly to blefs and protect you and the 
children whom he hath gracioufly given us, and, agreeably 
io his faithful promife, evidently manifeft himfelf, to be a 
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. father to the fatherlefs, and a hufband to the widow; fo? 
| ft fuch, in a fenfe, at the prefent juncture, yourfelf, Mary, and 
: Tommy, i in reality are. 

I re-commit and commend you all to the fovereign mercy 
and fpecial love of God in Chrift, which I muft earneftly 
pray and entr@at may be the fubjed of all our fongs in that 
world where fepayations, anxieties, and troubtes 3 will never 
annoy. 





Iam, 
My much beloved little woman, 
Yours, in the affeCtionate bonds of the moft tenderfympathy. 
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My dear little Girl, 


HAVE read and perufed your part of your mother’s 
letter to me, with great pleafure, glad to hear that you 
are fond of your brother, obedient to your mother, and ftill 
mindful of me. I have, you fee, in return for your few af- 
il fe€tionate lines, referved a corner of my fheet to breathe out 
Ba, a few paternal fentences in behalf of my now riling eight 
year-old little daughter. 
Believe me, that I continue to love you dearly, and think 
| frequently of you with a fond and fatherly affection ; ever 
anxious that it may be your privilege, through grace, to ad- 
vance in the paths of virtue, piety, and true godlinefs, as you 
advance in age and ftature. Yes, it gladdens my very foul, 
when encouraged to hope that the God who'made and pre- 
H ferves you will mercifully enable you to come forward unto 
i life, with fuch defires and purfuits as will accord with my 
| early futrender of, and daily prayers for you. You, are, 
my {weet girl only a loan from God to me, and your good 
mother, to train you up,I truft, for his own praife and glory. 
fi And to our united endeavours I hope it will feem good in 
H | his fight to add the gifts and graces’of his good fpirit, and 
| reveal to the growing faculties of your tender foul, the in- 
valuable ‘blefiings of his precious gofpel, which alone can 
render you either happy in time, or bleffed through eternity. 
But fhould you be inclinable to, and prevailed upon, to pur- 
fue the cuftoms and vanities of this world, you have only 
deliberately to read the little Bible which you told me your 
mother prefented you with, to learn the fatal iffue. In that 
invaluable book you will find many precepts and promifes, 
befides a variety of examples, excellently calculated to en- 
courage children, even of your age, to feek the glory and 
enjoyment of the God that made them.—Samuel, accor- 





ne ETRE LIE IEE OR 


Te ede ran 





ne ag TNS REI REI AE —— em 














» a a et 














( 422 ) 


ding to the records of the 1ft, 2d, and 3d chapters of his 
firft book, miniftered before ‘the Lord in the year of his 
childhood. Jefle’s youngeft fon, when only a ftripling fhep- 
herd, behaved himfelf wifely in all his ways, and hath left 
on record the moft ample teftimony that God was with him, 
See the acts of Davi.’s early life, from the 14¢h of 1 Samu- 
el and onwards. It is alfo recorded, to the honour of Oba- 
diah, that he feared the Lord from his youth up. See 1 
Kings xvill. 3,12. Jofiah, a brave and pious prince, began’ 
to reign at eight years of age, and foon after became zealous 
for the glory of God and the good of his people. See Chron. 
xxxiv. and xxxv. ‘Towards the clofe of Paul’s fecond epif- 
tle to Timothy, it is mentioned of him, that from a child he 
had been acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, which, the 
Apoltle adds, were able to make him wife into falvation 
through faith in Chrift Jefus.—Now -all thefe were young 
perfons of like paffions and infirmities to your own! for 
Adam, as your Catechifm tells you, was the original father of 
all mankind. May it therefore pleafe God to incline and 
enable you to go and do likewife. His commands and in+ 
vitations, my dear little daughter, are manifefted, plain and 
pofitive. See Eccl. xii 1. Job. xxii. 21. -Prov. viii. 17. 
i Sam. ii. 30. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. and innumerable paral- 
lel paffages. 

It pleafes me vaftly to hear of your attending at _ 
to fay your catechifm. I hope your deportment among 
your young affociates was humble and becoming, and your 
anfwers to Mr. W. ready and diftin&. In hope of this, and 
of your continuing to bea good girl, I will try to procure you 
an Otaheitan drefs, and fome other little curiofities of the 
South Sea iflands. Farewell forthe prefent. I long much 
to fee you. 





—sw eee 
THE POWER OF CONSCIENCE. 


"Op greece amresanyght is that power of our minds which com- 
pares our actions with the law of God, approving, that 
which is good, and condemning that which is evil. Too 
often it is dormant, unfaithful or defiled, and fometimes 
callous, ‘‘ feared, as it were, with a hot iron.” Ignorance 
of the fpirituality of God’s law, hardnefs of heart, and 
habits of fin, together with wrong notions of the way of 
reconciliation to God, keep the foul in a falfe peace. Ne- 
verthelefs, when perfons commit atrocious actions, crimi- 
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nal even in the eyes of natural men, and deftructive of the 
bonds by which human fociety is held together, it is often 
found impofiible to filence the clamours of an accufing con. 
{cience ; and death itfelf, in its moft dreadful forms, is pre- 
ferred to the intolerable gnawings of this agonizing worm. 
Permit me to illuftrate this fad trush, by the following 
ANECDOTE, with which, probably, few of your readers are 
acquainted *. 

‘“‘ A JEWELLER, a manof good character and confidera- 
ble wealth, having occafion, in the way of his bufinefs, to 
travel at fome diftance from the place of his abode, took 
along with him a fervant, in order to take care of his port- 
manteau- He had with him fome of his beft jewels, anda 
large fum of money, to which his fervant was likewife privy. 
The mafter having occafion to difmount on the road, the 
fervant watching his opportunity, took a piftol from his maf- 
ter’s faddle, and ihot him dead on the {pot ; then rifled him 
of his jewels and money, and hanging a large ftone to his 
neck, he threw him into the neareft canal. With this booty 
he made off to a diftant part of the country, where he had 
reafon to believe that neither he nor his mafter were known, 
There he began to trade in a very low way at firft, that his 
obfcurity might fcreen him from obfervation ; and in the 
courfe of a good many years, feemed to rife, by the natu- 
tal progrefs of his bufinefs, into wealth and confideration ; 
fo that his good fortune appeared at once the effect and} re- 
ward of induftry and virtue. Of thefe he counterfeited the 
appearance fo well, that he grew into great credit, married 
into a good family, and by laying out his hidden ftores dif- 
ereetly, as he faw occafion, and joining to all an univerfal 
affability, he was admitted to a fhare of the government of 
the town, and rofe from one poft to another, till at length he 
was chofen chief magiftrate. In this office he maintained a 
fair chaaréter, and continued to fill it with no fmall applaufe, 
beth as governor and a judge ; till one day, as he fat on the 
bench with fome of his brethren, a criminal was brought be- 


. fore him who was accufed of murdering his mafter. ‘The 


evidence came out full, the jury brought in their verdict that 
the prifoner was guilty, and the whole aflembly waited, with 
great fufpence, the fentence of the prefident of the court, 
which he happened to be on that day. Meanwhile he ap- 


* Related by Mr. Fordyce, in his Taléiue s on Education, Vol. 
II. 6. 401, and inserted in the Encyclopadia Britannica, Vol. V. 
Part I. as areal occurrence which happencd in a neighbouring 
state not many years ago. 
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peared to be in unufual diforder and agitation of mind, 
and his colour changed often ; at length he arofe from his 
feat,-and coming down from the bench, placed himfelf juft 
by the unfortunate man atthe bar. “ You fee before you, 
“faid he, (addreffing himfelf to thofe who had fat on the 
*¢ bench with him), a ftriking inftance of the juft rewards 
“of heaven, which this day, after thirty years conceal- 
‘‘ ment, prefents to you a greater criminal than the man 
‘<‘juft now found guilty.” Then he made an ample con- 
felon of his guilt, and of all its aggravations. ‘‘ Nor can 
‘<I feel continued he, any relief from the agonies of an 
“awakened confcience, but by requiring that juftice be 
‘“‘ forthwith done againft me, in the moft publick and 
‘*folemn manner.” We may eafily fuppofe the amaze- 
ment of all the aflembly, and efpecially of his fellow- 
judges. However, they proceeded, upon this confeffion, 
to pafs fentence upon him, and he died with all the fymp- 
toms of a penitent mind. 

Deat Reader, let this remarkable difplay of the power 
of confcience, remind you of what will happen in the great 
day. Inthe procefs of eternal judgment, the books will be 
opened. Probably, the book of God’s holy law—the book 
of God’s remembrance, and the book of conscience ;—this 
will prove an exaét counterpart of the former. The wri- 
ting in this book is faint, feldom reviewed, and fearcely 
legible; like that, fays one, which is written with the 
juice of lemons, not to be read till brought to the fire. 
That fire, which fhall try every man’s work, will render 
this writing legible to all the world, and the operation of 
confcience, in every unpardoned finner, fhall be as mighty 
as in the inftance juft related. | 

Happy believer, who, convinced of fin, and felf-con- 
demned, haft already known the power of confcience, haft 
had the moft lively feeling of fin and its fatal defert; who, 
in confequence of this, haft fled to the crofs for refuge ; 
whofe “heart is {prinkled from an evil confcience” by the 
blood of Chrift; and who can liften to “the anfwer of a 
good confcience by the refurre€tion of Jefus from the 
dead.” 

Refolve, by divine grace, with Job, that thine heart fhall 
not reproach thee with allowed fin as long as thou liveft ; 
and labour, with Paul, to maintain always a confcience 


veid of offence tewards God and man. 
G. B. 

















( 425 ) 
————ap €> ee 


GRACE TRIUMPHANT. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 
SIR, 


HAVE lately met with a difplay of fuperabounding 

grace, in reclaiming and convertinga man totally igno- 
rant of religion; and what rendered the mercy the more 
remarkable, the wife of his bofom, who had been his 
partner in the ways of fin, was caught at the fame time in 
the gofpel net. 

It is now above twelve years fince I was called to preach 
at W. when multitudes came to hear, and fome, awful to 
relate! came to oppofe, perfecute, and even to break up 
our aflemblies. Among thefe laft was a defperate young 
man, who came with fome other diffolute youths like him- 
felf, each mounted upon a horfe, in order to ride full {peed 
into the congregation, and by fo doing, to fpoil their devo- 
tion and difperfe the worfhippers. They came as Saul did 
to Damafcus, * breathing out threatenings againit the dif- 
ciples,” but more particularly againft the thinilter, A little 
before they arrived at the place, where I was preaching from 
Luke xiv. 23. (‘Go out into the highways and hedges,” 
&c.) the night being very {till and ferene, and miy voice na- 
turally ftrong, they Feed me preach at aconfiderable dif- 
tance : this put them rather to a ftand, and they began to de- 
liberate upon their mode of attack. Fear and fhame now 
feized them; they defifted from their firft project, and, at 
fome diftance, employed themfelves in leaping their horfes 
over the hedges during the time I was preaching. The 
young man above mentioned went home much difappointed 
and chagrined, but foon forgot it. Two or three years paf- 
fed on without his thinking any thing, either of oppofing or 
cfpoufing the gofpel, but, being a {pendthrift, his temporal 
circumttances became critical, and he fled to the afylum 
whith numbers have recourfe to in fimilar circumftances, 
namely, the keeping of a public-houfe, which happened to 
be clofe adjoinmg to the parifh of R. This feemed an un- 
likely ftep to lead to converfion, but the Lord can and does 
accomplith his purpofes by occurrences not of man’s devifing, 
but of his own decrees, A man was taken very ill in the 





en ee 





Spi amet as 


parifh of R 





426 j 


, very near to this publie-houfe, and as theré 
is no refident clergymen in the parifh, and the prayers of a 
Minifter were deemed neceflary, the parents of the dying 
man thought a Diffenting Minifter would be better than 
none at all, and accordingly fent forme. When I came near 
the houfe where the dying man lay, to my great furprife, 
there were not fewer than fixty or feventy people collected 
together, to pay their laft vifitto him. The fight of fuch a 
number gladdened my heart, as I fuppofed it would afford 
1e a favourable opportunity of prefling the great and weigh- 
ty matters of religion home upon their fouls. The poor 
creature I went to vifit was ftretched forth upon his bed, the 
pale meffenger of death had feized him, he was all pertur- 
bation, and filled with anxious folicitude concerning the con- 
fequences of death. To himI immediately addrefied my- 
felf upon the moft important articles of Chriftianity. The 
nature and neceflity of the new birth was the firft fabjedt of 
difcuffion ; the evidences of fuch a itate upon the mind of the 
perfon thus regenerated, and the fruit which would flow 
from the life and converfation of the man. I endeavoured 
to prove that the word of God reprefented man, while in a 
ftate of nature, to be in a ftate of enmity againft God ; hence 
a change of heart as well as life became neceflary to fit him 
for communion with God on earth, and to prepare him for 
the realms of glory above. I then fupplicated the Throne 
of Grace, that the Father of Mercies would be gracious to 
the dying man, by working powerfully, favingly and effeétu- © 
ally, previous to his departure into the eternal ftate. After 
this I turned myfclf to the furrounding people, and addrefled 
them in the moit folemn manner I was able. I endeavoured 
to prove the necefiity as well as importance of an ac- 
quaintance with God, a devotednefs to his fervice, and an 
habitual readinefs to meet God either in the ftrokes of his’ 
providence, or inthe diffolution of nature, which muft 
fhortly take place. The man who had publicly come, 
about feven years before this period, to oppole my preach- 
ing, and had then taken a public-houle in the vicinity, was 
there. As foon ashe faw me he was difmayed, and im- 
mediately fxulked into the midft of the crowd, fuppoting by 
that means to fecret himfelf, as he was chagrined at fee- 
ing me, and filled with 4 fort ‘of dread and confufion, at the 
fame time, determined to maintain holtilities againft the 
truth to the very laft, and never to fubmit fo long as he 
could oppofe. Inorder to this he got behind a partition, 
and put his fingers into his ears, in order to prevent the 
found of my voice from entering. In this pofition he was, 
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in his own efteem, fecure ; the word, however; reached 
not only his ears but his heart, and when he could now 
fecret himlfelf no longer, he came as a penitent, confefled 
his guilt, his former ignorance, and with all his perfecuting 
{pirit. The man alone was not the only trophy of vidctori- 
ous grace on that night, but the Lord was pleafed to work 
upon his wife at the fame time, which was a circumftance 
as fingular in its nature as it was merciful in its defign. 
The Lord fent them both home mutually filled with forrow ; 
they now bewailed their ftate of wretchednefs, and as grace 
is always operative, now fupplicated that God againft whom 
thev had fo often tranfgreffed, to be merciful and forgive 
their numerous offences. The next Lord’s day they both 
appeared at our place of worfhip ; the language which was 
ufed by all who knew them in their former flate, was fimi- 
lar to that ufed concerning the firft King of Hrael, “ Is Saul 
alfo among{t the prophets?” The fituation of thefe poor 
ereatures was now become Very trying, (as they kept a pub- 
lic-houfe) as well as infnarmg; but that power which pre- 
ferved Jofeph at Pharaoh’s court, was their ftay and de- 
fence. ‘They were feverely tried for five years before Pro- 
tidence opened a door for their reception; now the Lord 
has proved himfelf a prayer-hearing God, having provided 
a comfortable place of refidence for them, where they can 
view the difplays of God’s parental gogdneis in keeping 
them while in temptation, and can admire the wifdom as 
well as the faithfulnefs of Jehovah; in accomplifhing his 
own purpofes of grace and mercy towards them. 


PLACABILIS. 


at -: ae —— 


THE OCULAR TREATY. 
4 FRAGMENT. 


Thoughts on Jos xxxi. 1.—J made a Covenant with miné 
QoQ 
eyes. 


T was a proof of thy wifdom, venerable fage, that thou 
didft fo! O that I had done the fame, thirty years ago f 

I had then efcaped many a fnare, the recollection of which 
covers me with fhame. ‘I ftill find the need of a fimilar 
precaution ; and moft heartily recommend Job’s ocular 


treaty to my dear young friends. 
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Our nature is totally corrupted by fin, and every fenfe is 
the port of evil. The eye is an organ of exquifite work- 
manfhip, its mechanifm beyond meafure marvellous, its 
power amazingly extenfive!* O my God, that fo diftin- 
euifhed a branch of thy creation fhould ever ’be perverted to 
purpofes that debafe my nature! It was formed to furve 
thy glorious works, and thence deduce the demontftration 
of thy infinite wifdom and goodnefs; but, ah, how foon was 
it proftituted to bafe and deftrudtive ufes. The firft fin, 
that fatal a&t of rebellion, which ruined us all, found ad- 
miffion to the heart of Eve by this organ. The interdifted 
tree was beautiful to the eye; fhe was captivated with its 
pleafing hue, and rafhly fnatched the poifonous fruit. The 
univerfal tragedy, the deluge of the world, owed its origin 
to the fame fource: the fons of God beheld the daughters of 
men, were fmitten with their exterior beauty, and loft fight 
of their idolatrous deformity. Unhappy Achan too, pe- 
rifhed in confequence of one unbridled glance of the eye. 

The renowned Achilles, it is faid, was invulnerable, fave 
in his heel. Of how mists yates the eye the only vulnerable 
member.t Here David, the wife, the valiant, the pious, 
received that wound, in the agony of which he vented the 
mournful groans of the fifty firft pfalm, and which, no doubt, 
made him go foftly all his days. O my foul! how many 
{trong and good men have fallen down wounded, the mis 
ferable victims of one unguarded fally of the eve. 


* “ High in the head, bright and conspicuous as a star in the 
brow of evening, ts placed the eye. In this elevated situation, 
like a centinel posted in his watch tower, it commands the most 
enlarged prospect. Consisting only of simple fluids, inclosed in 
thin tunicles, it conveys to our apprehension all the graces of 
blooming nature, and all the glories of the visible heavens, How 
prodigiously wonderful, that an image of the hughest mountains, 
and a transcript of the most diversified landscapes Should enter 
the small circlet of the pupil! How surprisingly artful, that the 
rays of light, like an inimitable pencil, should paint out the optic 
nerves s paint in an instant of tees ; paint in their truest colours, 
and exactest lineaments, every species of external objects !” 


Hervey’s Dialogues. XII. 


t An excellent puritan writer, referring to the motta of Caesars 
veni, vidi, vici, J saw, I came, I overcame; observes that, ‘6 ma- 
ny will have cause to say, we came, we faw, we were over- 
come.” The drunkard, the covetous, the gdulterer, will all have 
occasion to agi that motto. 
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How prudent, then, to imitate the patriarch, and make 
a treaty with a power fo able to hurt us. I find a noble hea- 
then prefenting us with an example. Scipio would. not 
venture to behold his fair captive, but in the prefence of her 
mournful hufband, to whom he honourably reftored her. 
Even that rafh madman Alexander, called the Great, would 
not fee the beautiful daughters of Darius, left the conqueror 
of the world fhould be tempted by their charms. Zaleu- 
chus, the Locrian legiflator, ordained that the crime of 
adultery fhould be punifhed with the lofs of the offender’s 
eyes. Buta greater than thefe has enjoined us to pluck out 
our own cye if it offend; that is, to reftrain and mortify its 
finfullufts. Leta folemn treaty, then, be inftantly ratified ; 
let my eyes, let every member of my body, be “ holinefs 
unto the Lord.” So fhall I, one holy day, fllut my eyes to 
all the vanities of this enfnaring world, and open them to 
behold the unveiled beauties of my glorious Redeemer ; 
to whom, be univerfal and everlafling praife ! 
ABSTINENTES OCULI. 


MEDITATIONS ON DIVINE PRESENCE. 
A powerful Antidote against Fear. 


O what excefs in folly and diffipation would man run, 

was he not now and then reftrained by affliction or 
diftrefs? and into what labyrinths of fear and anxiety would 
he involve himfelf, did not the joys of religion folace the 
heart, and the promife of God fhed forth fome rays of 
hope? Into what depths of diftrefs, O my foul, wouldft 
thou have been plunged, had not God faid, ** Fear thou not, 
for I am with thee; be not difmayed, for I am thy God; I 
will ftrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee with the right 
hand of my righteoufnefs?” This was the word that was 
my comfort in my trouble, and in my ftraits I was revived 
by it. When ficknefs had laid my clay tabernacle low, 
threatened its diffolution, and made my nights wearifome, 
how comfortable to hear the voice of God faying, * Fear 
thou not, for J am with thee?” Now though earth and hell 
combine to lay a load of trouble on me, I will not fear, 
while “ the eternal God is my refuge, and underneath is 
his almighty arm.” 
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Confider, O my foul, that the promife of God is ex- 
prefled in language the moft engaging and comfortable ; 
and though waters of affliction {well and rage, they fhall not 
overwhelm you; ‘* Ged is a prefent help in the time of 
trouble.” And why fhould you fhrink, or be afraid in the 
profpect of trials to come? Shall not the deliverance from 
the houfe of bondage, and the paffage through the red fea, 
in the prefence of God, encourage you, that all the hard- 
hips of the wildernefs, and the paflage through Jordan, will 
be light when God is with you? But when I look forward 
to old age, thofe evil days in which I fhall fay I have no 
pleafure, how do I fear poverty and diftrefs? But why need 
I fear? for though I have not where to lay my head, yet, 
in having God I am richer, than if I had treafures at com- 
mand ; and who can be poor, when God over all bleffed for 
ever is his portion? In having God with me I fhall never 
want a friend. Who can be deftitute when the God of 
mercy and compaffion fuccours him? He is the bett of 
friends ; one who knows when and how to adminifter com- 
fort; one who loved me before I loved him—who loved 
me with an everlafting love; one who loved me when I 
hated him; and who is more deeply concerned for my hap- 
pinefs than I can be myfelf; and (oh how precious!) one 
who will never, never, never leave me nor forfake me ; for 
‘‘ though all fhould forfake me, the Lord will take me up.” 
‘““The mountains may depart and the hills be removed, 
but my loving kindnefs fhall not depart, neither thall the. 
_covenant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee.” ‘This fhall fupport me alfo, and whatever 
gloomy and diftrefled profpects open on my view as I ad- 
vance towards the valley of the fhadow of death, I will 
not fear, for ‘* When I walk through it, God will be with 
me; he hath promifed, faying, *“ be not difmayed, for I 
am thy God, I will ftrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righte- 
oufnefs.” 

How often have I been afraid to contend with principa- 
lities and powers, but my God faid, “I will flrengthen 
thee, I will help thee ;” I will now “ be ftrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might. His righteoufnefs fhall be 
a fhield and buckler unto me,” which all the weapons of 
earth and hell will never penetrate. When God is with 
me who can be againft me? The moft formidable force 
- which hell can mutter, is to his power likt chaff to the 
wind, or dry ftubble to the flame. ‘ The Lord is my light. 
and falvation, whom fhall I fear? The Lord is the ftrength 
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of my life, of whom fhall I be afraid? The Lord is my 
rock, and my fortrefs, and my deliverer ; my Ged, my 
{tre ngth, in whom I will truft, my buckler, and the horn 
of my falvation, and my high tower.” And ftronger is he 
that is in me than he that is in the world. Nay, I will not 
fear either the number, or the feverity of my trials; for let 
diftrefs be ever fo tedious or fev ere, it cannot over-balance 
the happinefs that is enjoyed in communion with God. 
There is no evil l can fear, or forrow that I can feel, that 
will fhut out divine comferts from my foul. God, the foun- 
tain of living waters, is always with me. Though Ifrael 
was in the wildernefs of Sinai, when they could find no food 
to eat nor water to drink, they need not have been dff- 
couraged, their God was with’ them, his bountiful hand 
gave them bread from heaven to eat, and by his power he 
turned the flint into a water-fpring. When the three chil- 
dren were caft into the fiery furnace, God was with them, 
fo that the flames did not kindle upon them, neither did the 
{mell of fire pafs upon their garments. I will take comfort 
alfo, for the fame Gof fays to me, ‘* When thou paffett 
through the waters, I will be with thee, and through the 
rivers, they fhall not overflow thee; when thou walkett 
through the fire thou fhalt not be burnt, neither fhall the 
flame kindle upon thee.” And is not God a faithful God? 
He wili remember his covenant and will not fuffer his faith- 
fulnefs to fail. He will not caft off his people, neither will 
he forfake his inheritance : the Lord taketh pleafure in them 
who hope in his mercy.” All this encourages me againft 
fear, for ** God is not man, that he fhould lie, nor the fon 
of man that he ihould repent; hath he faid it, and will he 
not do it? hath he fpoken, and will he not make it good?” 
The Lord hath faid, ‘* Fear not, for Lam with thee, be not 
difmayed, for lamthy God.” I will then rejoice that what- 
ever I lofe, I can never lofe my portion. “7 will fay of 
“ the Lord he is my God; the Lerd is my portion faith my 
“‘ foul ; happy is that people that is in fuch a cafe as this, yea, 
“ happy is that people whofe God is the Lord.” I will now 
fing, *“ Behold God is my falvation; I will truft and not be 
- afraid, for the Lord Jehov ah is my ftrength and my fong, 
“he ot is become my falvation.” i wiil go now trufting in 
his inviolable faithfulmefs and ev erlafting love. All that is 
worthy of enjoyment is to be found in God, and there is 
no evil I can fufter, but, my God can remove, and however 
much I may fuffer here, all will be more than overbalanced 
by that ‘ exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” which I 
hall have in his prefence above, where “ there is no more 
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“death, neither forrow, nor crying, nor any more pain.” I 
will now go on finging, in the faith of their fulfilment, the 
following promifes : 


“ Fear not I am with thee, O be not difmay’d, 

I, f am thy God, and will ftill give thee aid ; 

{’}! ftrengthen thee, help thee, and caufe thee to fland, 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 


When thro’ the deep water I call thee to go, 
The rivers of woe fhall not thee o’erflow ; 
Yor I will be with thee, thy troubles to blefs, 
And fanctify to thee thy deepeft diftrefs. 


When thro’ fi’ry trials thy pathway fhall lie, 
My grace all-fufficient {hall be thy fupply; 
The flame ihall not hurt thee ; I only defign 
Thy drofs to confume, thy gold to refine. 


The foul that on Jefus hath lean’d for repofe, 

I will not, I will not defert to hig foes; 

That foul, tho’ all hell fhould A ane to fhake, 

I'll never, no never, no never forfake.’’ Rip. Coll. 128. 


—[—se -)- ee 


ON PUBLIC SINGING. 
ADDRESSED TO MINISTERS. 


AS the conduct of public worfhip is a branch of minif- 
terial duty, permit me, brethren, refpectiully, to 
fubmit to your ferious confideration a few remarks, in 
reference. to the performance of that part denominated 
singing. 

in fome congregations, the words to be fung are always 
given out: in others, this cuftom is varied at the caprice of 
the clerk ; which is, in my judgment, very reprehenfible, 
and inconfiftent with the defign of focial worfhip. 

That the end of public worfhip, with regard to man, is 
public benefit, is a pofition that needs no proof ; and of 
this worfhip, praife, as well as prayer, is moft uudoubtedly 
an important branch. But how, I would afk, is this de- 
firable end to be accomplifhed, in reference to finging, if 
the words to be fung are not audibly expreffed ? 
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It may be faid, that the parties concerned muft furnifh 
themfelves with books. But it fhould be remembered, 
that there are individuals in almoft every congregation who 
are unable to purchafe bocks ; others, who, through want 
of education, are ineapable of reading them ; fome who, by 
reafon of age or infirmity, are blind ; or their fight fo much 
impaired, as to derive no advantage from optical affiftance ; 
together with a very confiderable number of cafual hearers, 
unacquainted, or unprovided with the compofitions ufually 
fung ; allof whom, however devout their hearts, or how- 
ever ardent their defires, are excluded from joining in this 
delightful part of worfhip ! 

Permit me to afk, brethren, what you would fay of the 
man who fhould ftop the ears of half, or of a third part of 
the auditory which, in preaching, you were labouring to 
inftruét ?—Would you think yourfelves refpetfully treated ? 
—Would you not view it as an unwarrantable attempt to 
fruftrate your benevolent intentions ?—But if fo, by what 
kind of reafoning can you vindicate a practice that excludes 
fo many from uniting ingthe worfhip of Him whom all crea- 
tures are commanded to praife, and in comparifon of whom, 
the beft of men are unimportant as the duft on the balance ! 

Surely this branch of religious duty is equally momen- 
tous, and may be equally ufeful to the difciple of Jefus, as 
thofe difcourfes in which you are yourfelves immediately 
engaged! In the fong of praife, the underftanding and the 
heart of the real Chrifiian are in union : they have but one 
object to purfue ; but this is not the cafe while liftening to 
fermons deliv ered by the moft eminent preacher, whom it 
is my duty to hear with caution and with candour ; and af- 
terwards to inquire, like the noble Bereans, whether the 
things ipoken comport with the or acles of truth. 

Now, if the end of public worfhip, in reference to man, 
be public benefit, this end, in the cafes to which I advert, 
cannot be anfwered: the purpofes for which the people 

neet, or ought to meet, are defeated. But is this, brethren, 
to do all things for the edifying of the body of Chrift? Is 
it not, with regard to thefe on whom Gheines | is impofed, like 
ipeaking in an unknown tongue ! ? The found is indeed heard, 
but the words are not known, nor is the edification of the 
mute {peftator attempted to be promoted.—Whiether this 
be right, judge ye. 

Whether, brethren, thefe curfory hints deferve your no- 
tice or not, permit me to fay, That if I know my own heart, 
they proceed fr om the beft motives. The writer has, with 
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many others, been long grieved by the practice he withes to 
corre&t ; and if that excellent apoftolic maxim follow after 
the things wherewith one may edify another, be attentively 
regarded, he flatters himfelf that it will not be found he has 
written in vain. 


PHILENOR. 


A WORD TO THE DISCONSOLATE. 
In a Letter to a Friend. 
Dear Sir, 


RECEIVED your kind letter on Saturday laft, for 

which [ return you my fincere thanks. But why does 
this difmal gloom overfpread the pages of your epiltle? 
Why do you manifeft this forrowful {pirit, in every line? 
You anfwer, “‘ Becaufe it is not with me, as in d ays that 
are paft.—But though thisbe the cafe, I would not have you 
caft down, nor plunge yourfelf into new diftreffes, remem. 
bering that Chrift is the fame, however you may change. 
His love is now the fame, as when he left his Father’s throne, 
and the praifes of angels, to take up his abode in a fordid 
ftable. And his mercy is as great now, as when he cried, 
“It is finifhed, and gave up the ghoft.”) Why then, my 
dear friend, will you diftruft his providence, or fay within 
yourfelf, “ He has forgotten to be gracious ?” ‘ Can a wo- 
“ man forget her fucking child, that fhe thould not have com. 
*¢ naffion on the fon of her womb!” “Yea,” (lays the prophet) 
* they may forget ;” there may be fuch montters of inhu- 
manity, ‘ Yet,” (mark the expreflion !) ‘will [not forget 
“thee!” Whata precious promile is this, to a weak believer! 
Though billows roll over him, and the " dathing waves are 
ready to fink him in the ocean: though tempeits rife, and 
ftorms invade his foul, yet God does ngt forget him, but will 
be his prefent help in every time of need.. When the blefled 
Redeemer chaftifes his children, it is only in love and pity 
to their immortal fouls ; he never does it in wrath and anger 
nor will he ever lay upon them more than they are able to 
_ bear. Sometimes he withdraws the light of his countenance, 
and lets us go mourning all the day long. But why this ? 
it is to humble us at his footftool, to let us fee what poor, 
weak mortals we are, to bring down out pride, and to make 
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us love a Saviour more.—In your kind epiftle, you tell mi¢, 
** That you are carried about with erery wind of doétrine, 
and are ready to fear that you have embraced principles 
which are not true.”” To give you my fentiment, in a few 
words, I would ever unite with thofe who place man upon 
his knees, and exalt a crucified Redeemer. This, my dear 
friend, is the fentiment of the Bible, the fentiment of the 
Apoftles of Jefus, and therefore the fentiment which I 
would ever recommend.—You afterwards affirm, ‘‘ That on 
the other hand, you feel fo much of the power of fin within 
you, that were it not for the promifes of the Gofpel, you 
would utterly defpair.” But why do you caft yourfelf into 
a defponding frame of mind? Is there not a fountain open- 
ed for fin and uncleannefs ? Is not Jefus the fame yefterday, 
to-day, and forever? Isthere no balm in Gilead, is there 
no phyfician there? Is there not a door of mercy, which 
ftands open night and day to admit the poor and deftitute ? 
And is there not a Lamb which was flain for rebels, fitting 
at the right hand of God, ever pleading his own merits for 
guilty finners? Yes, there are all thefe bleffings, and innu- 
merable more, which I could mention, if it were neceflary. 
Therefore cheer up your drooping fpirits, let not the tempt- 
er have fuch an afcendency over yqu, as to perfuade you that 
God will forfake you, or give youup. Now, Sir, fhould 
this encourage you more boldly to approach a throne of 


grace, let me entreat you to remember, 
Yours, &c. 
VERMIS. 


ap C> oa. 


HINTS 
To such as take the leadin Meetings for soctat Prayer, 


UCH meetings have ever been formed and attended by 
a fpiritual perfon, as means of procuring fpiritual blef- 
fings, efpecially the Divine prefence in ordinances, and a 
more extenfive fpread of the glorious gofpel ; for which rea- 
fons we fhould thus pray for the peace and profperity of Fe- 
rusalem, for they shall prosper who love her.* : 
' Decency and order, requifite in every religious inftituti- 
on, are peculiarly fo in this. It were indeed a great pity 
that an ordinance fo adapted to general advantage as that of 


4 * Psal, cxxit. 6. 
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Social Prayer, fhould be difefteemed and negleéed, in con- 
fequence of any difgufting inadvertency in thofe who vo- 
cally engage therein. Let fuch candidly fuffer the word of 
exhortation. 

It is common to diftinguifh between the grace and gift of 
praver. 

The rorMER comprizes reverence of the majefty of God.6 
deep fenfe of our own uwnworthiness,c Necessities d and 
sins ; e with penitent, f thankful, g and enlar ged hearts ; 2 
with ‘understanding, i i faith, j sincerity, k fervency, 1 dove m 
and perseverance, n therein waiting upon God o with holy 
submission to his will. p 

The latter, refers to the moft intelligible, agreeable, and 
edifying mode of exprefling ourdefires in prayer. 

Superior attention muft ever be paid to the grace of pray- 
er ; but, for the purpofes of edification, &c. the gift mutt 
not be negleéted, but treated with ferious, though fubordi- 
nate regard. 

None but perfons of irreproachable characters, accepta- 
ble gifts, of fteady and uniform walk in the obfervance of 
Divine ordinances in general, fhould be permitted to exer- 
cife vocally in meetings, for Social Prayer. To fuch the 
following hints are humbly offered. 

1. Ufe comprehensive brevity in prayer. Let your words 
be few, q for much may be faid in little compafs. Prolixi- 
ty encroaches on time, occafions unneceffary repetitions, 
fatigues attention, and the reby difgufts the hearers. 

2. The voice fhould be neither too /ow nor too Joud, but 
adapted to the ability ofthe moft diftant perfons to hear, if 
attentive. ‘The pronunciation fhould be diftiné and de- 
liberate, and free from unnatural tones. 

3. If the Royal Preacher sought to find out acceptable 
words in addrefling men ; r-furely fome degree of regard is 
due to our words in addrefling God. Repeat not unneceffa- 
rily the Divine names. It is a fpecies of taking them in 
vain. Avoid preaching in prayer, impertinent familiarity 
of expreflion, efpecially all affectation and every approach to 
bombast, as the abominable ebullition of a proud and pre- 


b Ecce. iit, 1. c Gens xviii, 27. and xxxiis 10. Luke xv. 
17——19. d Luke xviii, 13, 14. e Psal. i,17.. _ £ Phat. 
iv. 6. g 1 Sam. i. 15. h 1 Cor. ete. 15. i Mark 
Xie 24. j James i. 4. k Psal. cxlv. 18. 1 Fames v. 
16. m Tim. ii. 8. n Eph. v. 18. o Mich. vii. 7. 
p Matt. «xvi. $9. q Eccl. v.-2. r Eccl, xi. 10. 
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famptuous mind. The moft beautiful ftyle for prayer is 
that of Scripture, as Mr. Henry on the fubject fully exem- 
lifies. 

. 4, Carefully guard againft that flutter of {pirits, and con- 
fequent confufion of mind, which painfully obftruct the pro- 
per exercife of both gifts and graces. In order to this, re- 
gard God more, and men lefs. Know before the fervice be- 
gins your turn to exercife vocally, and let your mind be fo 
engaged with your intended petitions, &c. as to allow you 
neither leifure nor inclination to contemplate what your 
brethren,are thinking of you. Value popular applaufe lefs, 
and you will lefs fear the want of it. 

5. When intervening exhortations are given in Meetings 
for prayer, the fucceeding prayer fhould correfpond to the 
obfervations made, and to the matter of the calle fung. 
‘The hymns fhould'be moderately fhort, judicioutly chofen, 
diftin@lly read, and fung in tunes well known. 

Lastly. Let the propofed times of beginning and ending 
the fervice be punctually obferved, that excufes for non-at- 
tendance drawn from encroachments on family obligations 
may be effectually obviated. 

Thus, brethren, endeavour to proceed, as valuable helps 
to God’s minifters, their Aarons and Hurs, to hold up 
their hands.* And, as ufeful members of the refpective 
churches of Chrift, to which you belong, co-operate with 
the glorious defign of the gofpel for the converfion of fin- 
ners and the eftablifhment of faints; and, fhortly, as good 
and faithful fervants, you will be received to the joy of your 
Lord, where prayer fhall be exchanged for eternal praife. 

T. B. 


—>P €> ae 
To the Editor. 


REV. AND DEAR sIR, 


a lea following is a copy of a letter from Mr. J. D. of 
G—, formerly writing-mafter in my {chool to Mr. P. my 
French teacher. When Mr. D. lived with me, he was very 
fober and induftrious ; but ftrongly inclined to Deifm; and 
Mr. P. being of the fame way of thinking, they became very 
intimate, I now believe, however, that Mr. D. is a veffel 
of mercy, and as the circumftances attending his converfion 
are fomewhat fingular, if you think the whole, or any part 


* Exod. xviie 1LO—12, 
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of the letter deferving a place in your periodical work, you 
are at liberty to make what ufe of it you pleafe, only taking 
care to fupprefs the names of perfons and places. I re- 
main, dear Sir, your’s 

21tt Fune, 1798. T.L. 


CONVERSION OF A DEIST. 


G——, May 22,1798. 
Dear Sie, 


WwW EN I returned from London to my.native place, I 
openly profeffed myfelf an advocate ‘for the religion 
of nature, in oppofition to Revelation, which I, like other 
Deifts, reckoned contradictory and abfurd. Thefe opinions 
[ believe I had adopted when you knew me, and my refi- 
dence in London rather confirmed than altered them. On the 
7th of laft November, as I was taking a ride to Edinburgh, I 
was accofted by a deiftical acquaintance, who told me he had 
been the Saturday before to our paftor, in order to get his 
child baptized ; that the Dodétor faid he underlftood that he 
was a great friend of mine, that I was a profeffed Deift, and. 
that he meant once more to converfe with me on that fubje¢t. 
To this I replied, that fhould the Doétor enter on the fubje& 
with me, I fhould, as I had always done, declare my fenti- 
ments and argue the point with him; not difiembling the 
matter like him, who received the ordinance of Baptifm 
merely to keep quietnefs with his wife, and avoid fingularity. 
I told him I hoped to fee the day when there would not be 
a prieft ; I added, that J would not believe the Christian re- 
ligion while I had my senses. An exprefflion which I hope I 
{hall ever remember with horror, as confcious I am, that it 
has coft me dear. 

With-this fentence I bade him farewel, proceeded on my 
way, and, (what was very remarkable) although I was then 
in a good ftate of health, I had not parted from my friend 
above a mile or two, when I found my head ftrongly affected, 
my ideas confufed and incoherent, and in fhort, I was poft- 
ing faft to a ftate of infanity, Providentially I took care of 
myfelf till I got to my fifter’s, who lives in Edinburgh. There 
I grew worfe and worfe, an eminent Doétor in the town 
advifed my friends to have me taken to the country, left I 
fhould commit extravagances in fo large a city; to keep me, 
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quiet and indulge me ; but aboveiall, to keep a ftrict eye 
upon me. In the laft ‘particular theyshappened one day, 
about a week after I was taken ill, to be negligent, I took 
the opportunity, and’in an inftant mounted a ladder that 
was flanding again{t my father’s chimney, two ftories high, 

from whence I threw myfelf to the ground, with an intention 
to put an end to my exiftence. 

Though in general deranged, I was at particular times 
much concerned about my ftate. The vaunting expreflion 
I had made to my friend often recurred to my mind ; and I 
thought frequently I heard the voice of fome invifible being, 
as it were, compaflionating my fituation; but at the fame 
time telling me, that there was no falvation for me: that by 
faying I would not believe till I had lost my senses, [had put 
it out of the power of the Almighty to fave me ; for if Leven 
fhould believe, by. my own affertion, I fhould be out of my 
fenfes ; and that God would never accept of fuch belief, 
likewife, that it was determined in the council of Heaven, 
that I fhould not be faved ; but live for many years a fad 
fpectacle to the world, aud to Deifls in particular. 

This you will eafily perceive was a moft dreadful flate 
of mind. In my horror I attempted feveral times to put an 
end to my life. A knife happened one day to be left in my 


-way, with which I made a fmall incifion in my throat ; 


but not having much ftrength at that time, happily it was 

1ot deep enough to be effcétual. By the fall from the 
chimney my back was broken in three places, however, by 
the blefling of God, it is now ftrait and ftrong as before, 
Soon after it mended, I watched an opportunity, and ran 
to the water to drown myfelf ; but a townfman faw and pre- 
vented me. My with at thefe times, was to be in hell as 
foon as poffible, for the longer [ was out, I thought it was 
heating the more for me. My fricnds were obliged at laft, 
to confine me ina flraight jacket, and being thus kept qui- 
et, I came gradually to my recollection and fenfes, I was 
vifited occalionaliv by Chriflian friends, from whofe con- 
verfation I found much comfort. They told me that Jefus 
Chrift came into the world to fave the greateft of finners, 
and why not me?! It pleafed God to give me faith to lay 
hold of this, and reft all my hopes of falvation upon him. 
This contributed, more than any thing elfe, to the reftora- 
tion of ‘my health ; from this time I mended daily, though 


_all_ my phylicians (three of whom attended me) had a fare 


time before beenof opinion, that I fhould never regain my 
fenfes, 
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From the perufal of this, you will fee what reafon I have 
to blefs God for alkhis mercies to me. I afcribe it to his 
free grace, that I now believe in the Chriftian religian in 
the fulleft extent, and expeét falvation and eternal happi- 
nefs, on no other footing but through the merits of a cru- 
cified Saviour ; and I now find more comfort in converfing 
with my God for one hour, than formerly I had in the ways 
of fia for years. I could delight in dwelling on this fubje& 
to you, and recOmmending it to your ferious confideration ; 
it is certainly of the utmoft importance. Happy you are 
in being with my religious friend, Mr. L. Often do £ 
regret having paid fo little attention to his religious dif- 
courles and advice. Have the goodnefs to remember me 
to all friends. 


I am, &c. J. D. 





ONETERNIT Y. 


AVING in my laft, made fome remarks on the rapid 
flight of time, 1 would now lead my reader’s atten- 
tion, and my own, to a fubjeét which thofe remarks will 
naturally fuggeft—a fubje@t the moft folemn and important 
that can occupy the mind of man—I mean Eternity ; but 
where fhall I begin the unbounded theme? or how prefume 
to launch into that unfathomable fea, in which the molt en- 
lightened underftandings have been loft in admiration ? 
Limited as thy profpeét is (O my foul) by the narrow 
bounds of time, thou canft form no adequate ideas of a 
period that after millions of ages fhall have rolled away, 
will be no nearer to a conclufion ; nor canft thou, encloféd 
jn a body which ftands in need of almoft hourly fupplies of 
food and reft to fuftain it, well conceive how thou art to 
exift when thou haft dropt into the grave, this feeble cover- 
ing of clay, and appeareft as a difembodied fpirit, freed 
from all thofe wants and cares upon which thou art now 
obliged to beftow fo large a portion of thy precious time. 
But although thou art incapable of difcovering thefe fub- 
lime driv fhe Phos — iWeb of gratifying that thirft for know- 
- ledge which would prompt thee to penetrate into futurity. 
It is neverthelefs as certain, that there 1s a future flate of 
being, and that thou muft enter that unknown world, and 
fpend an eternity in undefcribable happinefs, or infupport- 
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able mifery; as it is that thou now inhabiteft a bod 
of finfal clay. This folemn truth cannot indeed be cer- 
tainly difcovered by the light of nature, and therefore the 
greateft philofophers of the heathen world could only rea- 
fom from the probability of that hope which they wifhed 
earnetily to afcertamn : but now the day-ftar from on high 
hath vifited the earth, and the lip of truth itfelf hath de- 
clared, that when the corruptible Lodies of the children “ 
Adam fhall mingle with the duft of the earth, from whence 
they at firft were taken; then the fouls that onte animat- 
ed them fhall return to the God who created them, and re- 
ceive from his unerring juftice their irrevocable fentence. 
Nay more, we learn from the volume of infpiration, that 
even thefe vile bodies which are fubje&t to corruption, and 
muft moulder in the grave, fhall, at the laft great day, be 
railed in a fpiritual and smmortal {tate ; and, reunited to 
their former partners, fhall fhare with them in their eternal 
punifhments, or rewards. If then thefe things are fo, how 
is it pofible to account for the conduct of many, who pro- 
fefling to believe, can yet live and a€t in a way that proves 
they are wholly uninfluenced by them? It is recorded of the 
great Philip of Macedon, that he appointed one of his pages 
to awaken him every morning by exc laiming, *¢ Remember, 
Philip, thou art mortal :” and furely it might be equally 
ufeful to many a child of folly, and diffipati on, if, when they 
are engaging in fcenes of what they call (but how falfely !) 
pleafure, fome kind friend was to whifper in their car, 
** Remember Eternity!” Surely the awful fentence would 
roufe them from their lethargy, and force them to confider 
that the hour is coming, and they know not how foon it may 
airive ; when, willing, or unwilling, they muft meet their 
Judge, and hear from his lips the righteous fentence that 
thall decide their eternal ftate. 

And haft not thou, Chriftian reader, haft not thou, O 
my foul, abundant caufe to pray that this confideration may 
hercafter imprefs thy mind more deeply than hitherto it has 
done? If we could always look upon eternity as near at 
hand; always remember that, for aught we know, the next 
tep we take may plunge our bodies in the filent grave, and 
land our fouls in a world unknown, and fhould we not re- 
train from many trifling occupations which infenfibly rob us 
of our time? Should we not be more affiduous in running 
our Chriftian courfe more courageous in conflicting with 
our {piritual enemies, and more conftantly employed in 
meditating on the company, and enjoyments of that world 
into which we hope fo fhortJy to enter ; in adoring the good, 
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nefs of that Redeemer who, by his own blood, has atoned 
for our tranfgreffions, and provided for us an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens? It is only by a 
frequent contemplation on thefe important themes, that our 
fouls can be enabled to rife fuperior to all the feducing al- 
lurements that the world would perfuade us to place our 
happinefs in; and enjoy a {weet foretafte of Heaven, even 
while we are here below. Confiderations like thefe will af- 
fure us complete victory over our latl enemy, Death; and 
lead us to look forward with joyful expectation to the mo- 
ment when we fhall throw off thefe rags of mortality, and 
take full poffeffion of thofe fublime delights which the mind 
of man can never fully conceive, but which we are affured 
our covenant God has prepared for all thofe who wait with 
humble confidence for his appearing. 


i. TATLOCK. 


REMARKABLE PROVIDENCE, 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 
BEV. SIR, 


HOULD the following narrative of a fingular Provi- 
dence meet with your apppobation, I fhould efteem it 

a favour if you give it a place in your ufeful Magazine, 
H. U. May 21, 1798. Your’s, J. F—R. 


About three years and a half ago, having oblerved the 
drawer in which I keep my cafh to be unlocked, or the 
bolt fhot, and having no fufpicion in the leatt of any of my 
family, I was willing to believe it muft be owing to my not 
locking it up. But after repeatedly finding it fo, and fome 
lofs of cath, it was ftrongly impreft on my mind, that it 
muft be my maid-fervant who opened it; yet no plain proof 
appeared that fhe was the perfon, till a few days before the 
diabolical plot was difcovered. The day before, I took an 
opportunity to charge her privately with the crime, not 
_ without great hope fhe would confefs it. I told her the 
confequence if it was proved on her, and offered forgivenefs 
if fhe would confefs it: I alfo pointed out to her the dread- 
ful condition of a future ftate if fhe lived in the practiee of 
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fuch fins ; but all was in vain. TI at laft faid to her, M—a, 
vou may depend upon it, if it is proved to be you, I fhall 
shew you no mercy, and be sure your sin will find you out. 

After having faid fo much, and fhe perfifted in denying 
it, I reflected on myfelf, that I had faid any thing to her. 
This was much on my mind all the évening, and firft the 
next morning, which caufed me to be earneft at the throne 
of grace, that, if I had accufed her wrongfully, that the 
harih words above, (I will fhew you no mefcy) might be 
jorgiven me; but that if fhe was ‘guilty fhe might confefs. 
After returning thanks for the favours of the paft night, I 
recommended myfelf and family to the Divine protection. 

This morning, as ufual, I went into the ficlds, and after 
returning home, br eakfatt not being ready, I took a book 
to read, “and as itis my euftom when reading, not to ftop to 
afk a blefing until I get to a period, fo it was this morning. 
Perhaps the breakfait might wait two minutes, which led 
to the difcovery of the plot; my fifler, waiting for me, 
flirred her tea, and ina furprize faid, “ My tea is juft like 
poifon, it has changed my {poon juft like copper.” At this 
I inflantly flopt, and ftirred up mine, and found it to be the 
fame. 

It ftruck us both that fomething muft be put in the water, 
tea, or fugar, which we found to be in the latter, and 
which plainly appeared to be mercury, broken fmall, and 
mixed with it. for the proof of this, I picked out fome 
of the largeft picces and putthem intoa cup. I broke about 
the fame quantity of mercury and put it into another cup, 
then put a f{poon in each, and filled them both with boiling 
water, which changed the {poons to the copper colour before 
mentioned. For further proof, I picked from the fugar 
fome more pieces and gave them to a hen, which foor put 
an end to her life. —The fugar with the mercury in it I Have 
now by me; which I keep as a token of the Lord’s mercy. 
Reader, may this providence remind us of the wickednefs 
of the human heart when left to itfelf, and make us watchful 
over leffer fins, which, if given way to, lead to greater; as 
an old divine remarks. “If the ferpent wind in his head, he 

will draw in his whole body after.” May it alfo encourage 
us to put our truft in that God who hears and anfwers prayer ! 





THE BENEFIT OF RELIGIOUS SOCIETY. 

T is obfervable of many houfes in the city of London; 

that they have fuch weak walls, and are of fuch a flender 
and flight building, that were they fet alone in the fields, 
probably they would not ftand one hour ; which now ranged 
into ftreets, receive fupport in themfelves, and mutually 
return ittoothers. Such is the danger of Solitude, and the 
great benefit of Society, with good and godly company. 
Such as want {kill or boldnefs to begin or fet a pfalm, may 
competently follow tune in consort with others ; and fuch 
are the bleffed fruits of good society, that a perfon may not 
only be preserved from much mifchief, but alfo be strength- 
ened and confirmed in many fpiritual exercifes, which he 
could not perform of himfelf alone. ‘ Jerufalem is builded 
as a city that is compact together.” * 


. ATAN'S CHARGE, AND THE SINNER’S DISCHARGE: 


AN old author mentions a ftory of the devil’s appear- 
ing to a dying man, and fhewing him a parchment roll; 

which was very long, wherein were written on every fide 
the fins of the poor fick man, very many in number. There 
were written the idle words he had f{poken, which made oP 
three quarters of the words he had fpoken in his life ; to- 
gether with the false words, the unchaste words, and an ay 
words; afterwards came in rank his vain and ungodly words ; 
and lattly, his aétons, digefted accordmg to the command- 
ments; whereupon Satan faid, “ See here, thy virtues: 

{ee here what thy examination mutt be ;” but the poor maui 
anfwered, “ It is true, Satan, but thou haft not fet down 
all; for thou fhouldeft have added, and fet down here be- 
low, * the blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfeth us from all fins ;” 
and this alfo fhould not have been forgotten, ** That whofo- 
‘‘ ever believeth in him, fhall not perifh, but have everlatt- 
‘* ing life ;? whereupon the devil vanithed. 


* Psalin cxtii. §. 


You. I, 3L 









( 445 } 






Thus, if the devil fhould mufter up all our fins, and fet 
them in order before us, yet let but Chrift be named in a 
believing way, and he will yield, and fice from us with the 
| greateft fpeed. ‘The Captain of Salvation overcame the 
tempter, by faying, “ It is thus and thus written ;” and his 
| foldiers may ftill “overcome the accufer of the brethren, 

by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their tefti- 
mony.” 
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THE LOSS OF THE SOUL IRRECOVERABLE. 





T. CHRYSOSTOME hath well obferved with the ana- | 
tomifls, Omnia Deus dedit duplicia, God hath, in the 
frame of man’s body, given him two eyes, two ears, two 
hands, two feet, and the like, that the failing of the onc 
might be fupplied by the other: Animam vero unam. Yet 
he hath given him, faith he, but one soul; fo that if that be 
| lost, there is no fupply to be had. Nebuchadnezzar may 
lofe his kingdom, and it may be reflored. — Job, his health 
and wealth, and they may be recovered. Larzarus, his life, 
and he may be revived. But forthe loss of the soul, no 
means can repair it; no price can redeem it; all the world 
cannot recompence it; being once loft, it is loft irrecover- 


ably. 
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SELECT SENTENCES. 










HE Spirit is Chrift’s Adminiftrator by the Father and 
| Son’s appomtment, and will be fure to give every foul 

what Chrift has left them in his will and teftament. 
| A perfon may get into a church without Chrift, but he 
3 cannot get into heaven withouthim. Heaven is a believer’s 

end and holinefs his way. 
A true Chriftian may be in a fpiritual lethargy ; fenfelefs 
} of fin, when he not dead in fin. : 

} . Some true Chriftians may commit thole fins which a 
} wicked man doth not, and yet go to heaven; and a wicked 
man may do’ fome good which every godly man doth not, 
: and yet go fo hell. 
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ON THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 


“ For a Day in thy Courts is better than a Thousand.” — 
Psalm. \xxxiv. 10. 


Q'* all the inftances of Almighty Love which fwell the 
heart, and attune the tongue of the real Chriftian, there 
are few that call more loudly for his gratitude than the divine 
appointment of one day in feven on which he can retire from 
the bufy fcenes of life, in which the fupport of a feeble body 
obliges him to engage, and enter into the facred temple: and 
into the more immediate prefence of Him, “ whofe loving 
kindnefs is better than life itfelf.” 

In the common intercourfe of civil fociety, he is often un- 
der the painful neceflity of mingling with thofe who love 
not his God, who are ftrangers to the refined delights of re- 
ligion, and feel no defire whee the enjoyments of that coun- 
try for which he pants, and towards which he is conftantly 
advancing. With what rapture then ought he to behold the 
dawn of that blefled day which gives him an opportunity of 
withdrawing from fuch connexions, and {pending his time 
in {weet communion with the God who is, indeed, (to ufe 
the animated language of a poet, whofe memory will ever 
be dear to the chriftian world) 


‘“ The fource of all his joys, 
“ The life of his delights.” WatTTs. 


Now he finds in the houfe of the Moft High an anficipation 
of thofe fublime delights which he trufls ke fhall enter into 
the full enjoyment ot, when the ftream of time fhall have 
conveyed him into the boundlefs ocean of eternity : and, 

while every faculty of his foul is employed in contemplating 
the wonders of redeeming love, its tumultuous paflions are 
hufhed into filence, and tranquility ; and he enjoys in acopi- 
ous meafure that peace to which the breaft of the worldling 
is a total ftranger. He ferves not his God with the fear of 
a flave, but he bows before him with the reverential love of 
a dutiful child, to the beft of fathers ; and therefore he feels 
the truth of the affertion that the fervice of the Lord is i 
fect freedom. 
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And can ithe that any who profefs to be difciples of the 
blefied Jefus, can voluntarily confent to lofe any part of this 
joyful day? Will they not think that perfon one of their 
wortt enemics who would rob them even of one of thefe 
blifsful hours? ‘Thus, indeed, fhould we conclude, if fad ex- 
perience did not teach us that fuch conclafion would, in too 
many inftances, be wrong. When we take aview, on the 
morning of the fabbath, of many places of public worhhip, 
both in the eftablifament, and out of it, docs not truth oblige 
us to fay that the thinnefs of the congregations indicates a 
fpirit very different from that of the pious Pfalmift, when he 
cried out “ my foul longeth, ye4, even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord?” How is it that fo many feats are to be feen 
vacant, fo many whole pews empty on that part of the day, 
when the body, after the refrething repofe of the night, is 
certainly beft fitted for aGlion, and the powers of the mind 
moft in frame for the lively exercifes of devotion ; and when 
the preteCiion which we have received during the filent 
hours of darknefs ought to infpire our hearts with gratitude 
and ourlips with praife ? My iellow chriflian, my brother, 
my filter in the gofpel, let me call upon you to be careful 
that you are never, in future, chargeable with fuch blame- 
able negligence ; be it your fludy to improve every moment 
A the fabbath, which, for ought you can tell, may be your 
laft, to the glory of your God, and the benefit of your im- 
mortal foul, While numbers pervert this facred feafon to 
the indulgence of the moft criminal indolence, may you be 
cnabled early in the morning to direct your prayer unto God 
for a blefling upon yourfelf and friends ; and for divine aid, 
and fupport for the paltor whom Providence has placed over 
you: then, fummoning your children, or families together, 
chearfully fay to them, ** Come and Ict us go up unto the 
houfe of the Lord ;” fo fhall your fouls be fweetly prepared 
to praife and magnify his name ; to fupplicate his mercy, 
and attend with fericufnefs to his word. And you will 
prove to all that you are not among the unhappy number 
who give fad evidence that they love their bodies more than 
their fouls ; but they would do weil to think before it 1 too 
late, whether the excufes with which they pacify their con- 
{ciences now, will ftand them in flead when they appear ata 
future day before the tribunal of a righteous Judge. 

O Thou who art the Shepherd of thy people, and the de- 
light of all who truft in thee, vouchfafe to liflen to the fup- 
plication of the unworthieft of all thy fervants. Arife, O 
thou Sun of a ! Arife, and thine upon thy cherch, 
apd melt into love the fupine and lukewarm affections which 
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thy people have too much caufe tolament. Haften, O Lord! 
the happy time, when the mountain of thine houfe fhall be 
eftablifhed upon the top of the mountains, and all nations 
fhall flow unto it. Then fhall the morning of thy day be- 
hold thy worfhippers flying to thine houfe as doves to their 
windows, entering thy gates with thankfgiving, and thy 
courts with praife ; and anticipating with rapturous exulta- 
tion the dawning of that eternal fabbath, when they fhall 
have an abundant cntrance into thy kingdom above, and 
join the angelic holls in aferibing glory and honor, domi- 
nion, and power to God and to the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. Amen. E. T. 
Sandwich, 












John xii. 21. 





‘6 We would sce Fesus” 


[A FRAGMENT. ] 









WOULD see fesus im prosperity that her fafcinating light, 
may not lead me to a dreadful precipice ; but that his 
good Spirit may whifper to my heart the noble inducements 
chriftians have to devife liberal things ; that I may ever be 
faying, “* What am I, O Lord, that thou fhouldft put it in- 
to my heart to do thefe things, when the earth is thine and 
the fullnefs thereof? It is but thine own which I return unto 
thee.” , 

I would see fesus in adversity, becaufe he is a friend born 
for fuch a flate: becaufe when all the fallacious props of 
happinefs give way, his fingle name alone fupports the 
building. I would fee Jefus in adverfity, that I might or- 
der my caufe before him, for he has all power in heaven and 
on earth, and eafily can arrange future events, fo as to throw 
luftre on the darkeft circumflances. 

I would see Fesus in health, that | may turn at his gentleft 
reproof ; that f may not be full and forget God, but be de- 
voted body as well as foul, to his praife. 

I would see fesus in sickness, ecaufe he heaieth all yy 
difeafes ; he alone difpenfes the balm of Gilead, he alqsy pe 
the phyfician there. /48 ree 

I would see Jesus im ordinances ; for what are orthat God 
deftitute of him? As the bedy without the {pjou are his 
+o are ordinances without Chrift, He thews hr me, and be 
the lattices, he appears in his beauty, he is gers, nor in my 
Yours, &c. 
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Ifrael, as the fhadow of a great rock in a weary land: his 
people fit under its fhade with great delight ; his fruit is 
pleafant to their tafle. They fay continually in ordinances, 
‘* Make hafte, O my beloved, be thou like a young hart up- 
on the mountains.” 

I would see Fesus in social intercourse.—For what are the 
charms of friendfhip ? What the refinements of tafte ? What 
the pleafures of converfation ? Are they not all unfatisfying, 
and delufive, unlefs fancétified by the grace of this Redeem- 
er? 

I would see Fesus in my own heart, as Lord of its affec- 
tions, of its purpofes, of its pleafures—as the grand mover 
of its hopes, and fears, the author of its exiftence and hap- 

inefs. ; 

é I would see Fesus-in death, as the Sun of Righteoufnefs, 
whofe beams in the darkeft moment can fpread light, and 
healing. I would liften to his voice faying, ‘¢ To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life.” “ Fear 
not, I have the keys of hell, and of death.”’ Arife, O thou 
wearied follower of thy crucified Lord, and enter into thy 
reft. , 

_ IL would see Fesus in glory, for what is heaven itfelf with- 
out him ? But when we {hall fee him as he is, then shall. we 
be like kim, and be for ever happy in his prefence. 

J. R. 


—__——> @ ae 
THE ADVANTAGES OF PIETY. 


[IN A LETTER FROM A GUARDIAN TO A YOUNG OFFICER 
GOING TO SEA, | 


DEAR 





’ Fune 9, 1798. 


AM obliged to you for your attention to my requett. 

Your letters wilk always give me pleafure ; as I feel more 
interefted, perhaps in your behalf, than any perfon upon 
earth does befide, except your mother.—I was forry you 
took leave of me fo unexpectedly ; as I intended to have 
given you fome books that might be ufeful. Don’t fail, 
however, to read well thofe you have, efpecially your bible. 
Whether.you are by fea or land, you are under the eye of 
God, and accountable to him for all your thoughts, words 
and actions. In his favour is life, and mifery unavoidably 
attends his anger. You fhould therefore feek, with your 
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whole heart, his mercy and grace ; and never be fatished till 

u know thathe hasaccepted you im Chrilt Jefus, the Son of 
his lave, and given you the earneft of his Spirit. Confider, 
my dear 4——, what an awful {tate you would be in, thould 
death come upon you unawares, before your fins ave blotted 
out ; and before you have experienced the wafhing of regen- 
eration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoft. Many of 
your companions, may, perhaps, think there is no danger. 
But you, who have had advantage of fitting under the 
Gofpel, and living with religious people, mult know that 
you could not enter into heaven, till this bleffed change has 
taken place. You know that it will be too late when death 
arrives to feek God ; and that dying in fin, you muft be 
banifhed from his prefence, into endle{s punifhment. 

Confider alfo the bleflings and advantages of a holy life. 
They who are reconciled to God through Chrift, and believe 
on the adorable Saviour, have all their fins forgiven; have 
peace in their confcience ; accefs to God in prayer ; have the 
affurance of his favour, the Holy Ghoft witneffing with their 
{pirits that they are his ; have exceeding great and precious 
promifes to animate and fupport them in life and death ; and 
have a profpect of a blefled eternity always before their eyes. 
Their time is {pent in pleafure and in peace. They live to 
the glory of God their Saviour, and endeavour to do good to 
all men. Confequently they are free from the trouble in 
which tranfgreflors are involved: whofe wicked conduc 
' does mifchief to others, and.pierces through their own fouls 
with many forrows. But if in this life, the righteous have 
the advantage, by enjoying purer pleafures and feeling 
fewer forrows, what will be their fuperiority in the world to 
come? When life draws near to a clofe, God fhines dpdn their 
fouls with peculiar tendernefs and care. They fleep in 
Jefus, and with Jefus thall they appear in glory, when he 
cometh to judge the world. ‘They fhall ftand before his feat 
with boldnefs. ‘They fhall be openly acknowledged as_his 
redeemed people, before an affea ibled univerfe. And when 
the wicked fhall be driven away into everlafting fire, they 
fhall be triumphantly admitted into everlafting glory and 
felicity. : 

Read, therefore, your bible. Learn to know Chrif, and 
him crucified. Pray often; and pray earneftly. Never be 
fatisfied, till your fins are forgiven ; and your foul is re-. 
newed by the Holy Ghoft ; till you can be affured that God 
is your reconciled God and Father, and that you are his 
adopted child. And ceafe not daily to pray for me, and be 
affured I fhall never forget you in my prayers, nor in my 
affections, Yours, &c. 








a 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD 
| IN THE LATE HARVEST. 


AcTs xiv. 17. 


“ Nevertheless he left not himself without witness ; in that he 
“did good, and gave us rain from heaven and fruitful sea- 
“sons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.” 


; HEN we look back on the late harveft, thefe beautiful 
words of the Apoftle Paul appear to be exceedingly 
applicable to the prefent period. Such abundant crops, corn 
of fuch excellent quality, and weather fo favourable for the 
in-gathering of the fruits of the earth, have feldom been 
known. And now, “ what fhall we render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits?” Surely we fhould render him praife, 
and acknowledge with grateful affection his paternal kind- 
nefs. It is *‘ the living God who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy.”a ‘He did good fays the Apoftle. 
Were we to enquire when he did good; the anfwer would 
be, he did good always. There never wasa year, a month, 
a day, an hour, in which the great Creator did not do good 
to his creatures. He has been doing good continually, and 
he is not yet weary of manifefting his kindnefs. He doth 
good fill, nothing but good, abundance of good. The 
goodnefs of God is a boundlefs ocean, an inexhauftible 
{pring, a fountain ever-flowing and over-flowing. When 
we confider the conftancy of Jehovah’s care, the number of 
his favours, the magnitude of his bleffings, may we not ex- 
claim with the Prophet, 6 “ How great is his goodnefs!” 
And then furely we may add, ** How great is his beauty !”’ 
He did gqod; but to whom ? Let David the fweet Pfalmitt 

of ifrael give the anfwer:c * The Lord is good to all, and 


_his tender mercies are over all his works.” Let Jefus alfo, 


the faithful witnefs, reply:d “‘ He maketh his Sun to rife 
on the evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on the juft, 
and on the unjuft.”»» Our Lord informs us in another ite, 
who are the objeéts of the Divine goodnefs, in thefe ftriking 
words, e ** He is kind to the unthankful and to the evil.” 
Unparalleled is the goodnefs of God! The objects of it 
were previous to the recption of his favours, entirely un- 


al Tim. vi. 17. b Zech, ix. 17. c Ps. cxlv. 9. 
d Matt. t. 45. Cc Luke vl. 35¢ 
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Worthy of them; yet, notwithftanding their unworthinefs, 
he did them good. And after they partook of his bounty, 
theya “rendered not again according to the benefit done 
them,” but were unthankful; yet, the Lord continued to 
do them good. When we meditate on thefe two parts of 
the character of thofe on whom the bleffed God confers his 
kindnefs, how greatly is the divine benignity enhanced 
thereby. He is kind to the unthankful, and the evil ! 

But let us furvey the particular inftances of Almighty 
goodnefs on which the Apoftle dwells in this paflage. “* He 
gave us rain from heaven and fruitful feafons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladnefs.” It fhould never be forgot- 
ten thatthe rain which comes from the heavens, or de- 
fcends from the clouds, is the gift of God; of that ** God 
who made heaven and earth, the fea, and all things that 
are therein.” 6 And his giving rain, is anevidence of his 
divine power and providential care. This is one proof, 
among many others, of his glorious Deity.se ‘* Are there 
any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can caufe rain? 
or can the heavens (of themfelves) give fhowers? Art not 
thou He, O Lord God? Therefore we will wait upon thee ; 
for thou haft made ali thefe things.” 


‘ When clouds dittil in fruitful fliowe#s, 
‘* The Author is divine.” WatTtsas 


In fending rain upon the earth, the Lord manifefts his 
free and unmerited kindnefs. This thought is expreffled by 
_the word “ gave.” He gave us rain from heaven. He 
might juftly have withheld his rain, we did not deferve it ; 
but of his fovereign pieafure and free bounty he gave it us. 

Therefore, ‘ let us now fear the Lord our God that giveth 
rain; both the former and the latter in his feafon: he re- 
ferveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvelt.”’ d 

When the Apoftle fays, he gave us rain from heaven, he 
adds, “ and fruitful feafons.” Here is an additional difplay 
of Jehovah’s bounty. We might have had rain without 
fruitful feafons. But when, together with rain, the earth 
was bleffed with the fun’s fruélifying rads, by their concur- 
ring influence, the corn was ripened, and the various fruits 
brought to perfection. Thus by providing food for the fup- 
pert and refrefhment of our bodies, the Lord hath filled 
‘Cour bearts with gladnefs.” Let this joy terminate in God: 

And let us unite in praife to him. 


a 2 Chron. xxxii. 256 3b Acts. edi. 15. ¢ Fer. xvi. 22 
d Fer. v. 24. 
Vou. I. 3M 
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«“ Whofe bounty fhines in Autumn unconfind, 
* And fpreads a common feaft forall thatlives.” 1rHoOMsoN. 


After confidering the account given in this verfe of the 
divine conduct towards men, we may truly fay, he left not 
himfelf without witnefs. All thefe works of his are wit- 
nefles for him.. They are teflimonies of his Almighty 
power, unbounded goodnefs, and paternal care. And does 
not every feafon of the revolving year manifeft his wisdom 
and his faithfulness too? He hath faid,a ‘‘ While the earth 
remaineth, feed-time and harveft, and cold and heat, and 
fummer and winter, and day and night, fhall not ceafe.” 
And while we are every year beholding the fulfilment of 
this promife, let us adore that inviolable truth and faith- 
fulnefs to which we owe the accomplifhment thereof. The 
wifdom ef God is difcovered. in that beautiful harmony, 
which fubfifts among the works of nature, and in regular 
fuccefion of the feafons ; 


‘“« A fimple train, 
“ Yet fo delightful mixed, with fuch kind art, 
«¢ Such beauty and beneficence combin’d : 
“‘ Shade, unperceived, fo foftening into fhade ; 
*“ And all fo forming an harmonious whole ; 
*¢ That, as they flill fucceed, they ravifh ftill.” 
THOMSON, 


All the creatures around us have a voice; and how in- 
ee 


ftructive-is their fpeech, did we but hear it! What then do 


they fay? They are all witneffes for God, and this is their 


language, we 
‘“ The hand that made us is Divine.” 


How pleafing, thus to contemplate nature till we are led 
up to nature’s God! How delightful to furvey the effe&s 
of divine wifdom, power, and goodnefs ! How refrefhing 
to behold the manifeftations of divine faithfulnefs and care, 
and then to rife in our thoughts and affeCtions to the great 
Author, and firft Caufe of all, faying in our hearts, “ He 
hath not left himfelf without witnefs !”—God is feen in all 
his works.b “ The heavens declare his glory, and the fir- 
mament fheweth his handy-work: Day unto day uttereth 
fpeech, and night unto night fheweth knowledge.” Win- 
ter and fummer, {pring and autumn fpeak his praife. 


“ Thefe, as thcy change, Almighty Father! thefe 
“ Are but the varied God. The rolling year 
* Is full of thee.” 


u Gen. vitie 22. b Q’s. RIX. l, 3. 
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But the Lord hath nobler witneffes far than the works of 
creation, or the bounties of Providence. If we furvey the 
wonders of Redemption, we fhall find God hath done good 
in a more eminent way than in giving us rain from heaven 
and fruitful feafons.* ‘‘God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him 
fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life.” + ‘ Herein is 
love ; not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
fent his Son to be the propitiation for our fins.” Here 1s 
a witnefs for God, here is a teftimony of his goodnefs, 
which infinitely furpaffes all the reft. While then we praife 
him for our creation, prefervation, and all the bleffings of 
this life ; let us chiefly give him thanks for his “ inestima- 
ble love in the Redemption of the world by Jefus Chrift ; 
for the means of grace and the hope of glory.” May every 
reader of this, as well as the writer, know Jefus Chrift and 
him crucified ! May the Father of lights and of mercies 
‘“¢ reveal his Son in us,” and “ lift up the light of his coun- 
tenance upon us! That will put more. gladnefs into our 
hearts than the increafe of corn and wine.” We fhall then 
know by experience, as well as by observation, that God 
hath not left himfelf without witnefs; for «*‘ He that be- 
lieveth hath the witnefs in himfelf.” 
ANTONIUS. 


- —— D> 


CONVERSION AND DEATH OF A SOCINIAN. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 
Siz, 


fh pe, Lord has been pleafed lately to exercife me with 
an awful and affecting difpenfation in a certain perfon, 
a hearer in my congregation, juft on the point of admiffion 
into church-fellowfhip ! who, to the great aftonifhment and 
grief of both church and congregation, renounced the Faith, 
and embraced Socinianifm. So eagerly did he drink in the 
doétrine of Socinus, that he foon forfook the means of 
grace, and became a warm difputant, reafoning with all that 
he judged capable of improvement, as he ftiled it, witha 
view to bring them into his error; but the gracious Lord 


ad Jobn bile 16. tT John 1U. 10, 
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prevented him from feducing any ; I laboured much to re- 
cover him to the truth, but in vain: at length the Lord caf 
him on a bed of affliction, and I felt a {trong impreffion of 
_maind to converfe with him. I accordingly made feveral at- 
tempts to gain accefs unto him, but without fuccefs. 
cing on my Miffionary fervice in the country, one night 
I was much difturbed in my fleep, and awaked many times 
with ftrong imaginations that fome perfon wanted me; I 
refolved to return home in the morning, and when I got to 
my door, a meffenger from the above-mentioned perfon 
came up to me, requefting my attendance at his houfe im- 
mediately, and I found this meflage had been repeated at 
my houfe for three or four days fuccefliv ely. Accordingly 
I went, and upon my entering his room he cried out, “ Oh! 
Mr. S. I have thought you long in coming to fee me, but 
why, how could I expeé that you would come at all?” He 
ordered the chamber to be cleared of the company, and 
entreating me to fit down by him, thus addrefled me: 
© Oh! Sir, what muft Ido? Can there be hope for fuch a 
finner aslam!” Inthe multitude of my thoughts within 
me, to know whether the Lord was in this or not, I was at 
-alofs what to reply; but he foon difcovered my agitation, 
and prevented me, by entering into a clear and full confef- 
fion of his fin, and making an humble recantation of his 
error ; afluring me that his mind had never been at peace, 
fince he forfook the houfe of God; and that the notions he 
had imbibed had dried up his foul, and made him now mi- 
ferable. ‘ Oh! my wicked, my foolifh and vain heart, 
(faid he) to believe that book, which undervalued my 
Lord, and fed the pride of my heart! I was not content with 
divine Revelation, but greedily ran after the carnal reafon- 
ing of men of corrupt minds, therefore, I am brought into 
this awful ftate, becaufe, I have renounced the Gofpel, for- 
faken the houfe of God, and denied the Lord Jefus Chritt. 
After all this, can there be any hope for me? do you, Sir, 
find any light, or any comfort for me ?”—-Here, the Lord 
opened my mouth, and I {pake the word of God ; alfo in 
prayer, I found great liberty and hope in his falvation, all 
which he received with fuch lively emotions of joy and 
forrow, that convinced me the Lord was at work with his 
_ foul. After much converfation on the nature of his fin, the 
infinite precioufnefs of Jefus Chrift, the efficacy of his blood, 
the fuficiency of his righteoufnefs, and the grace and glory 
of God in accepting finners, backfliders, and even deniers 
of his Son, when brought to a juft fight and fenfe of them- 
felyes ; and who by faith and repentance, feek unto God for 
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falvation through Jefus Chrift alone, he appeared much 
comforted, and here I left him ; but it was not long before 
he fent for me again, as he could not be fatisfied without 
fome further converfation on the fubject of his acceptance 
with God. On my return, he cried out, “ Oh! Mr. S. be 
not offended at me, for fending again fo foon for you, how 
muft I be faved? Will God accept of me, indeed, in this 
way which you have mentioned?” I replied, * Yes;” I 
did not doubt but that the Lord had accepted him. ‘ Oh! 
(faid he) I have found him—I have got fome hold of him, 
but want more; Oh! I do, I do believe in Jetus Chriit as 
the true God, and eternal life. Can you, fir, with your 
views of me, adminilter the Lord’s Supper tome? Oh! I 
with to take it, and thus to feal in my death, that Jefus 
Chrift is God, and that he loved me.” On my intimating 
to him my fears, that many perfons when they apprehend 
themfelves in a dying ftate, wifh for the Sacrament, as a 
qualification for heaven; he immediately replied, “ Yes, I 
know it; but Jefus is my qualification alone, and as I have 
fo fhamefully denied him before men, I muft retract all, 
and fhew the world, that I do believe in Jefus Chritt, and 
rely upon him alone for eternal life.” —I gave him the Or- 
dinance, and it was a good time indeed; he cried witha 
loud voice, ** Lord Jefus, I come unto thee, I flee unto 
thee, I embrace thee ; I eat, I drink this bread and wine 
in remembrance of thee; come Lord Jefus come.” Being 
now almoft exhaufted, he bowed himfelf in his bed, and 
fell afleep in Jefus, a few hours after my departure trom 
him. 

N. B. This perfon was a man of good nattral abilities, 
and of becoming morals among men. May the Lord fanc- 
tify the relation of thefe faéts unto his glory, and to the re- 
claiming thofe who have fallen from their ftedfaftnefs, is the 
prayer of your humble fervant, 


W.S. 


OQ 











THE PROGRESS OF THE METHODISTS, IN 
THE ISLAND OF MAN. 


(From Feltham’s Tour, recently published. ) 


oe yes progrefs of the Methodifts (fays the Author) in 
this ifland, has been no lefs rapid than in other 
countries. In mot parithes, there is a place of worfhip. 
Here I heardan Englifh fermon delivered with an animated 
elocution; and one in Manks by a native, no lefs fervent 
and devout. No other denominations of Diflenters exift in 
the ifland. 

‘“* Their progrefs here was owing toa Mr. Lowry,* a na- 
tive, who prevailed on Mr. Crook firft to vifit it in 1775. 
Mr. Crook preached to numerous audiences, and after 
fome violent oppofition from turbulent fpirits, eftablifhed 
many focieties. Mr. Weltley vifited it in 1777, and was 
well received. Preachers fprung up, who preached in 
Manks and Englifh, and all oppofition died away. Mr. 
Weltley remarked, .“‘ that they had no fuch circuit, either 
in England, Scotland, or Ireland; it is, faid he, fhut up 
from the world. ‘There are no difputers, no diffenters of 
any kind. ‘he Governor, Bithop, Clergy, oppofe not. 
They did for a feafon, but they grew better acquainted 
with us.’ 

At prefent (1798) there are in the focieties in the ifland, 
two thoufand feven hundred perfons; three travelling 
preachers, fixty Manks preachers, and fifteen meeting- 
houfes. In 1797, William Savary, a quaker, of Philadel- 
phia, with Mr. Farrel, George Binns, of Liverpool, and 
Mr. Fofter, of Warrington, vifited, and preached in the 
illand, and were treated with attention and refpect. The 
two former had been through Europe to examine the ftate 
of the religion of Jefus Chrilt. They remarked, that at Ber- 
lin and here, they perceived more apparent marks of reli- 
gion than at ‘mot other places, 

Mr. Crook vifited the tiland again in 1798. This diftrict 
is now annexed to the Whitehaven circuit, and is regularly 
vifited. 


* Vid. Dr. Coke's Life of Mr, Westley, 8v0, 
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‘The zeal with which the Methodift teachers diffufe 
their doétrine, is exemplary.* It exhibits every appearance 
of fincerity. Early and late, in feafon and out of feafon, 
they are ready to exert their beft abilities in prayer, and in 
all aéts of charity.” 

I conclude with hoping, in the language of a pious fo- 
reigner, “‘ That the fyftem of Chriftianity, may not be a 
{y{tem of fpeculation, a barren theory, a mere external dif- 
tinction, much lefs a fubjeé& of controverfy, difpute and di- 
vifion, be ‘tween us and our brethren; but let it be the con- 
ftant rule of our condué¢t, a principle ‘of aétion, our inftruc- 


tor and guide.”+ 


EXTRACT FROM CHARNOCK. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Mazazine. 
Sir, 


SURVEY of the ftate of the heathen world, is calcu- 

lated to fill the mind of a Chriftian with the moft af- 
fecting concern, at the ftrange notions and horrid practices, 
which are found among them, even in what bears the ap- 
pearance of their religious fentiments and worthip. And 
yet, fuch is the wifdom and mercy of God, who can tell but 
that ev en thefe circumftances may be over-ruled, that they 
may be a kind of intermediate fteps to prepare the Heathens 
for the reception of the great truths of the Gofpel, which 
our Miffionaries may proclaim amongft them ? 

In perufing Charnock’s excellent difcourfe on Divine 
Providence, lL have lately met with a paffage to this purpofe. 
Perhaps its infertion in your Mifcellany, may be acceptable 
to thofe of your readers, whofe thoughts are engaged on 
Mifionary fubjedts, and will oblige Yours, &c. Js ye 

Basingstoke, Sept. 5, 1798. 


** I do not much queftion but thofe very principles, which 
*‘ the Devil had inttilled into the Gentile world, of thed- 
‘* ding human blood in facrifices for expiation of guilt; and 
“ the Gods converfing with men in human fhapes; and the 


* Dr. Knox's Winter Evenings, Vol. III. +t Zoliikofre on 
Piety, translated by the Rev. Mr. Manning, of Exeter, $40. 1796. 
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“ imagination of the interceflion of Demons for them; the 
“ firft out of rage againft mankind, and both that and the 
| “ other to induce them to idolatry, might facilitate the en- 
) ** tertainment of Chrift, as the great expiatory facrifice, and 
“the receiving of hime. as the Son of God, though in an 
** human fhape, and the belief of his intercefiion. God over- 
* reaches the Devil, and makes him inftrumental for good, 
‘* where he defigns hurt and mifchicf.’ 
Oc. Edition, P. 226. 
















ON 





THE INFIDELITY OF MR. GIBBON. 









To the Editer. 
Sir, 





HAVE heen lately reading the memoirs of Mr. Gibbon, 
as I hope to my rit and confirmation in the 
truth of Chriftianity. From the beginning to the end of his 
life, there is not one noble, generous fentiment exprefied. 
The higheit pitch of virtuc, 1s to the following effect: “ If 
1 had got into Parliament (at a particular time) I might have 
been of fervice to myfelf, and my friends, and perhaps to 
my country.” Let him have the praife of urbanity of man- 
ners, of rende ring himfelf agreeable to his friends by his 
talenis and his wit, of paying an attention to his relatives, 
and exprefhng himfelf with kindnefs and fympathy to them 
in his letters. But if we pafs from thefe inferior things to 
the grand principles of condudi, which reafon and revelation 
cont pire to enjoin, we then fee a man utterly deftitute of all 
principles of religion, and regardicts of an hereafter ; dif- 
covering no anxiety tor the hap pinefs of mankind ; ¢: erly 
purlumg literary fame ; intoxicated with learned pride ; 
panting alter the admiration of the great world, and con- 
ftantly endeavouring to fecure to himleli as large a portion 
of gratification and enjoy ment a3 he pofhibly could. 
in his Hiftory of the Decline and Fail ot the Roman Em- 
pire, he always fneers at Chriflianity, and endeavours to 
bring it into contempt. It was at that time the fafhion 
among the literati and philofophers on the Continent, and 
in France cfpecially, whole praife he coveted and fecured 
thereby. When he faw the effects of the French Revolu- 
tion and the deftruction which followed, both of Church and 
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State, he was dreadfully confounded; and, in one of his 
letters makes akind of apology ber his conduct. “ Chrif- 
tianity (fays he) at the period to which my hiftory refers, 
was a new religion; now it is o/d; and the fame motives 
which led me to oppofe it then, would have influenced me 
to defend it now.” Such (for the book is not before me) 
are his ideas; and according to this rule, fyftems are to be 
judged of, not as being true or falfe, good or bad; but as 
being new or old. Could any thing more unprincipled be 
expofed to public view? In fhort I never read a life where 
the hero was more abforbed in felf, and felt tefs concern for 
the happinefs of his fellow creatures: reverence for God is 
entirely out of the queftion. Such publications as this, 
fhew us the hearts of infidels. They lead us into their 
tempers, their views and purfuits ; and teach us fully what 
manner of men they are. ‘The refult is glorious for the 
gofpel of Chrift. When we read the life of a poor difciple 
of Jefus, perhaps a labouring man, we fee him mourning 
over evil thoughts and difpolitions; 2iming at greater puri- 
ty of heart; conftantly defiring to pleafe God and be en- 
tircly devoted to him ; praying earneftly for the happinefs 
of the whole human race; and dcing every thing in his 
power to promote it. When we attend his death-bed, we 
hear him with gratitude acknowledge the love of his hea- 
venly Father; and praife him for the numberlefs benefits 
he has received in the courfe of his earthly pilgrimage ; 
with grief lament the iniquities and unprofitablenefs of his 
paft life ; with humble joy exprefs his hope of eternal bled- 
fednefs, and his defire to depart and be with Chrift, which 
is far better. Let us turn from this edifying fcene, to the 
f{plendid remains of Edward Gibbon, Efq. the infidel. The 
fine polifh of manners, and the enchanting brilliancy of ftyle 
may dazzle a fuperficial obferver ; but examine him by the 
ftandard of moral rectitude and goodnefs, all is low and 
mean, defective and rotten at the core. There is nothing 
to be found but a vaft affemblage of fclfifhnefs, vain glory, 
pride, defire of admiration, contempt of the poor, and adu- 
lation of the rich; no fear of God; no regard for the wel- 
fare of the human race. He is all w rapped up in felf. As 
old age advances upon him, he becomes more depreffed; 
and when death is in fight, his great confolation confifts in 
es how many years he may yet probably live. Not 
_ a pious, nay, not a benevolent, nor a dignificd {entiment 

iflues from his lips. He leaps difmayed into the dark abyls. 
Jult before his death, he confefled that “ when he confider- 
ed all worldly things, they were all fleeting; when he look- 
Vou. I. 3.N 
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ed back they had been fleeting, and when he looked forward, 
all was dark and doubtful.” Let any man of judgment and 
impartiality now determine whether he would prefer the 
life and death of a chriftian, or of an infidel. He will not 
. accufe me of unfair dealing, for I have not taken a man 
out of the obfcure mafs of the votaries of infidelity} but have 

feleéted one of its moft famous champions, and have formed 
| -‘my judgment of him, not from the pen of anadverfary, but 
from his warmeft admirer—Aimse/f. D. B. 





UTILITY OF THE BIBLE. 


S I was walking along the town fome days fince, I met 
fome failors, who when they faw me coming, faid, 

« That’she ! that’s he!” But inftead of meeting me on 
the pavement, they {ftepped into the road, took off their hats, 

made very low bows, and faid, *“* God blefs you Sir! God 

blefs you Sir!” At firft I thought that, fecing me in black, 

they were dilpofed to make me the objet of alittle pleafan- 
try, and was pafling on ; but being {truck with the feriouf- 
nefs of their countenances and the propriety of their deport- 
ment, and recollecting the face of one or two of them at my 
place of worfhip, whofe attention and tears remarkably at- 
tracted my notice at the time, I ftopped and faid, “ Well, 

my lads, do you know me :”’—* Yes Sir,” faid one, * and 
1 love you too.”—“ Love me! for what ?”——* Becaule you 
love my mafter.”—-“ Your mafler! who is he? King 
George ?”—** Yes Sir, and a very good one too ; but King 
Jefus, Imean.” ‘ I am very happy you confider Aim your 
mafter ; but how did you know me 2%. Becaufe feveral 
1 of us heard you yefterday three times, and I never had fuch 
: a day fince I was born. About two years ago I was as 
wicked a fellow as any inthe fhip, but when we put into 
——, I went to fee an aunt of mine, who talked to me about 
t my being fuch a great finner—told me what would be the 
| confequence if I continued fo, and gave me a bible, which I 
promifed to read. When [ went on board I read it, ancl 
foon began to feel I was a vile and 4 lofi finner : I then read 
it to fome of my fhipmates, and you cannotthink what views 
| we had of our loft {tate, and of falvation by Jefus Chrift, 

and that without any of man’s inftruétion. 
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“When we came into port, having been out near two 
years, we afked to fpend our Sunday on fhore, and the 
Captain gave us leave. We came to hear you three 
times, and you cannot think how I wondered that you fhould 
know all I had felt, and fometimes I wonder how I fhould 
have felt all you faid. You was defcribing how a renewed 
foul pants after holinefs. O how fweet that was to me! 
({miling and weeping) I am fure I do as fincerely long to be 
holy as Ido tobe happy; do you not think it muft be the Spi- 
rit of God that made me feel this ?”—I replied, ‘‘ I hope fo, 
efpecially if your conduct correfponds with this profeflion.” — 
One of them anfwered, ‘“* The Lord knows we have nothing 
to boaft of ; but bleffled be God, I believe neither our offi- 
cers, nor fhipmates, have any thing to accufe us of. They 
would not fend us on fhore of errands for them, if they did 
not know we were honeft and fober.”—“ I am very much 
pleafed with your converfation. What fhip do you belong 
tar” © ‘See frigate, Captain ? Are there 
any more on board, of the fame opinion with yourfelves ’” 
‘“¢ Yes, Sir; there are feveral of us, when opportunity of- 
fers, meet for reading and prayer, and we hope there are fix 
of us who are truly born again, who were all vile finners two 
years ago, but have been taught to love God by reading the 
Bible.””—What an encouragement this, to give away bibles 
and good books! | 


TERRORS OF A GUILTY CONSCIENCE. 


AFTER I had been preaching one evening, a failor came, 
wifhing to have fome converfation with me, faying 
“¢ My heart is very heavy ; I am fuch a finner, I am afraid. 
the Devil willhave me.”—“ But what makes you think he 
will have you ?”—*“ Becaufe he is after me every day and 
night.”—* How do you know?” “ Blefs you, becaufe I 
heard him the other night, juft as I got into my hammock ; 
Iheard him againft the fhip’s fides and afterwards upon deck, 
and you mutt needs think I trembled alive, Sir, fer I made 
fure he was come for me : but as God would have it, I had 
part of an old prayer-book with me, and [ put it next to my 
‘ heart, I then heard him plunge overboard, and he fhook the 
very fhip’s fide for madnefs. But when we came into port 
I was forced to leave the fhip (a coaiter), for I was afraid it 
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I fhould go aloft without my prayer book, he would throw 
me from the maft head into the fea, and take me to hell. 
So I ran from the fhip, and as I was walking along, trying 
to read my prayer book, an old man came and talked with 
me, who told me he would have me come and hear preach- 
ing, and while I was hearing you, I thought I would make 
bo!d and come and talk with you. I am afraid every hour 
the Devil will come for me, only [ always carry my prayer 
book next my heart, (taking it from his bofom) but I am 
{till afraid of him ; what fhall I do Sir?” —“ Read your Bible.” 
—‘‘Is that better than my Prayer Book, Sir?”—* Yes, 
furely: but what makes you fo much afraid? You have 
done fomething that terrifics you.”—Sighing and looking 
frightened, he faid, “* How do you know that, Sir?”—“ From 
your being fo unhappy.” —“I am the greate ft finner in the 


“world, O pray forme, I am afraid I fhall go to hell.”— 


** But tell me what makes your heart fo heavy.”—* Sir I 
never killed any body outright.”——** But who have you in- 


jured ?”—-“ My wife was one of the beft women in the 


world, but I have been the death of her.” 

I now began to think the man was deranged; but from 
further converfation, I found he had almoft ftarved a wife 
and three children, and had behaved to her in other inftan- 
ces fo crucl, that her life was in imminent danger when he 
puttofea, The guilt of his confcience was fach as to ren- 
der him miferable. I endeavoured as much as poffible to 
imprefs on his mind the heinoufnefs of fin in general, and of 
that fin in particular, and the danger he was in ; explaining 
the neceffity and nature of a new heart ; and pointing him to 
the Blood of Chrift, as fufficient toatone for the vileft finners. 
tic heard with aftonifhment, faying, ** But will he pardon 
me ?”—I offered to buy him a bible ; but he faid he would 
buy one himfelf, as he had plenty of money. I direéted 
what chapters he fhould read firft, and preffed the neceflity 
of clofe attention to the fcriptures. 

He came to me the next week ; but appeared very dif- 
ferent ; informed he had heard that his wife was alive and 
getting better. As foon ashe heard from her he fent her all 
the money he had, and promifed to be a kind hufband in fu- 
ture. He thanked me for my advice, faid he had read the 
chapters I recommended, and hoped he fhould be a better 
man. 

How awful are the effefis of ignorance! How neceflary 
1s inftruclion ! How tormenting a guilty confeience! How 
yaluable the {cripturcs and the hlood of atonement ! 
Portsea. G.G, 








THE UNION OF KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE, 


FF ye know these things, {aid our bleffed Lord, happy are 

ye if ye do them. Knowing and doing, then, are dittiné& 
matters, though too often feparated by profefled Chriftians. 
Knowledge is neceflary to practice, and there are fome 
who never attain it, however advantageous the means they 
enjoy. There are others well informed in judgment, 
‘“they know thofe things,” but they forget to do them; 
they are however, not happy, if the opinion of Jefus omy 
be taken; for holinefs and happinefs are infeparabiy con-_ 
nected. 

The genuine influence of divine truth on our minds, with 
its proper and vifible effets in our converfation, is a fub- 
ject that deferves our ferious confideration. 

We profefs that we know God, let us not “ in works de- 
ny him.” Is he Almighty? Let us dread his wrath; let 
us rely on his protection. Is he omniprefent? How can 
we forget it, daring to fin under his all-feeing eye, while 
the prefence of a mortal is a fufficient reftraint? Is he a fo- 
vereign? So we think and fay. Why then do we murmur 
at his difpofals, and why do we {well with rage againft fellow 
worms, who are merely the inftruments of his will? 

We know that we are fallen, ruined, helplefs creatures: 
How then do we condué ourfelves towards God and man? 
Before the former we fhould be all humility and contrition ; 
and among the latter we fhould be all meeknefs ; but we 
fometimes forget our principles, and are proud before our 
God, and haughty among men. 

We know, and loudly maintain, that Jefus is the only, 
the all-fufficient Saviour; and we contend earneftly againft 
Arminian pride and popifh merit: But at times, in the view 
of our dreadful guilt, we are ready to defpair; or elated 
with our duties, frames and ufcfulnefs, we begin to pre- 
fume. We fay, that Jefus is the good thepherd, and call 
ourfelves his fheep; but in a dark and diltreffing feafon, 
we are afraid to truft him, and put far more confidence in 
an arm of flefh. 

We boaft of our Chriftian privileges. As children of 
God, we have liberty of accefs to our heavenly Father ; his 
word, we fay, is fweeter than honey; and communion with 
him, is heaven upea earth. All this is very true, and per- 
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fons thus perfuaded, fhould live very near to God. and be 
very happy inhim. But prattice fails. A worldly trifle 
keeps us from the clofet ; a human produCtion, is frequently 
fubflituted for the facred pages ; and the company of a 
mortal, debars us from the enjoyment of our God. 

The Chriftian, as depicted in the New Teftament, is a 
lovely charater ; juft what man fhould be. He exhibits 
the mecknefs and gentlenefs of Chrift. He forgives inju- 
ries, like his dying mafter. He puts a charitable conftruc- 
tion on doubtful aétions. We ecarneftly endeavours to be 
ufeful to the bodies and fouls of men; and ftoops to perform 
the moft menial fervice for the leaft of his brethren. This 
is pure religion and undefiled. We énow thefe things and 
approve them; but do we perform them? In anfwering the 
queftion for myfelf, I hefitate—and blufh—and pray, God 
be merciful to me 


A SINNER. 


~~ Zp 


ON THE ABUSES OF THE CHRISTIAN SAB. 
BATH. 


S it is the higheft privilege of the Chriflian to draw 
near to God, as his reconciled Father in Chrift, it is 
a matter of much joy to him, that his Lord has appointed a 
fiated portion of time to be fet apart as wholly devoted to 
his fervice. .Was it not for this divine inftitution, his heart 
would be fo enveloped in the concerns of the world, as to 
leave very little leifure for the confideration of his moft im- 
portant interefis; but this appointment of infinite wifdom 
affords him opportunity to retire in fome meafure from the 
world, and leave its concerns at the foot of the mount. 
Whilft he afcends to meet his God, and hold communion 
with him by faith and prayer, he has fome forctafte afforded 
him of thofe joys, which are the portion of glorifed {pirits 
mm the houfe not made with hands. But it is not only his 
privilege, but his duty; the law of his God has enjoined it ; 
in which law he delights after the inner man, and derives 
abundant advantage from its fanclions, which procure him 
a peaceable, unmolefied Sabbath. 
To @umerate the abufes of the Sabbath by thofe who are 
metely professors of Chriftianity, would be an endlefs tak ; 
my prefent defign therefore is, to confider fome which mors 
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particularly appear in the conduct of thofe who are partakers 
of the grace of God, and ought therefore to fnine as lights 
in the world, holding forth the word of life by a ftridt atten- 
tion to every duty their divine Lord has enjoined upon 
them. 

As every advantage the believer enjoys on the Sabbath, 
procceds from communion with Jefus, he fhould be particu- 
larly watchful againft whatever has a tendency to interrupt 
that communion; and, of courfe, fhould be very cautious 
in the choice of his companions, cfpecially on the Lord’s 
Day. Believers lofe much of the benefit of the ward, for 
want of attention to this particular; how many go from the 
houfe of God, without the lealt appearance of neceflity, into 
communion with the world whole converfation, as an in- 
{ftrument in the hands of the wicked one, catcheth away the 
feed which was fown in the heart! Others, following the 
example, and joining the company of mere professors, feem 
to lofe fight of the great end of hearing the word of God, 
and waite that precious time, which ought to be devoted to 
his glory, in ulclefs difcuffions on the manner, gifts, or 
comparative excellence of different Minifters. 

I would here offer a word of advice to young believers, 
who are diftreffed on account of their connexions with the 
world, which appear to lead them unavoidably into Sab- 
bath breaking. If they are single persons, who are placed 
by Divine Providence in ungodly families, let them retire 
in the intervals of public worthip, as much as poffible into 
folitude, whére they may enjoy communion with God un- 
interrupted by their earthly friends, and pray earneftly for 
thofe with whom they have to do, as well as for themfelves ; 
and they will not fail to come torth retrefhed and trengthened 
to fill their refpective flations, as becometh the Gofpel of 
Chrift. Others, who are Acads of families, are perhaps 
complaining that they cannot avoid the intrufion of worldly 
company, who call to {ce them without invitation on the 
Sabbath day; but if they keep their Bible on the tabic, and 
entertain their vifitors with reading the word of God, Fa- 
mily Prayer, and linging his praifes, they will foon find that 
thofe who do not love to hear of Chrift, will refrain from 
calling, and the fewer vilits we receive or pay upon the 
Lord’s Day the better, even among true believers ; as our 
natural pronencfs to a worldly {pirit, is too apt to lead us 
into fuch converfation, as drowns the word which we hear 
- at the houfe of God. 

Whatever may be faid of Chriftian liberty from the re- 
ftraints of the Jewifh ritual, we never find our blefled Lord 
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engaged in any other works on the Sabbath, than thofe of 
necefiity or mercy; and his faithful followers find the whole 
of that facred day two fhort a period for thofe divine em- 
ployments, which more immediately attach themfelves to 
it; and too often have to regret at the clofe of it, that they 
are not a Sabbath day’s journey nearer Zion ; while we find 
many (of whom we could hope well) allowing themfelves 
in things, that are direct violations of the Sabbath. 

We would here notice that inattention to the early duties 
of the Lord’s houfe, fo prevalent in the prefent day. Thofz 
who habitually enter his courts when the congregation are 
confiderably advanced in worfhip, manifeft an indifference 
to communion with Jefus, and give their brethren much 
reafon to fear they are fecking the preacher rather than 
the Lord; for there is no doubt, but if they were ap- 

inted to receive a large fum of moncy at a certain hour, 
they would take efpecial care to be punt¢tual in their atten- 
dance. J.T. 


BRIEF REFLECTIONS ow jouw x. 16. 


“ Other sheep J have, which are not of this fold: them alsa I 
“ must bring, and they shall hear my voice :* and there shall 
+ be one fald, and one shepherd.” 


HERE is a richness in the exprefhons of our divine 

Redeemer, the great Prophet of the Church, which 
is not to be found in any human compofition whatever. 
“ He fpake as never man fpake.” ‘The above verfe, is a 
fmall fpecimen. Let us mark the words, and weigh the 
«xprefiions. 

“ Sheep.” The cleét of God, are theep in the purpose 
of Jefus Chrifl, when they are, as yet, wolves in themselves. 
—* (ther fheep.” This is a fine antidote againft bigotry. 
An evil, which has long prevailed, and which we hope is 
dying apace. May it never have a refurreétion!—“ / 
have.” Chrift hath them—in the covenant, where their 
very names are regiftered: In his thoughts, though they 
have no thought of him: In his heart, having loved them 
with an everlafting love. ‘ I muft bring:” Bring—out of 
darkness into marvellous light; from a flate of sin into a 
ftate of holiness; from self-confidence to confidence in the 





( 468 ) 


4lediator and Advocate for finners.—“I must bring.” Jefus 
Chrift must bring them—becaufe, it is his Father’s will he 
fhould :* Becaufle, they are the purchase of his blood. 
Every one is concerned to have his purchafe ; and it is but 
right he fhould. Jmuft bring.” For if Chrift bring them 
not, they never will come. They are ignorant and know 
not the way; obstinate, and refule to come ; helpless, and 
unable to come: Not only weak, but without ftrength. 

“ They thall hear,” &c. It is peculiar to Chrill’s sheep 
to hear his voice. The goats hear others, but not him. 
“They shall hear: Chritt will fpeak to the heart, and 
caufe them to hear, regard and obey.—‘ My voice” As 
the voice of a friend, that is {weet; as the voice of a 
bridegroom, that is fweeter flill ; as the voice of God, that 
is not only fweet, but glorious and divine.—O! my foul, 
wait upon him in all the means of grace, liften attentively 
to his voice. Hear his word and do it.—** There fhali be 
one fold.” Jews and Geutiles fhall be united into one 
church. No more parties, or party diftin¢tions fhall be 
known forever. ‘ And one shepherd.” The bicfled Jefus 
will reign, the chief Shepherd, and the fupreme Sovereign 
forever andever. Amen. : 


DALETH. 


cy E> Citi — 


THE JOURNEY OF LIFE. 
A VISION, 


AS I was lately travelling in a walle howling wilderne(s, 
“%& where every ftep was attended with difficulty and 
danger; I retired to a fhady covert to feck that repofe, 
which the fatigues of my journey had rendered defirable ; 
and no fooner had ileep with its refrefhing influences clofed 
my eyes, than Fancy (ever on the wing) again conducted 
me to the feenes, in which I had fo lately toiled. 
Methought I faw two travellers, both in the full glow of 
youth and vigour, juft entering upon a vaft defart, in which 
three feyeral paths, prefented themlfelves to their choice. 
For atime, they kept company together, and each of them 
was bulily employed in communicating to the other, the 
projeéts he had formed refpecting the progrefs, the fuccefs, 


Fohu. vi 27, 40. 
% * 3 0 


Ee ee a ne ee a ee 





re we eee 














( 469 ) 


and final end of the journey. It was not long, however, 
before their views and defires began confiderably to vary ; 
and finding themfelves unfuitable companions, they mutu- 
ally agreed to feparate ; and feverally to follow that path, 
which appeared to each moft likely to lead to the object of 
their purfuit, viz. happinefs. 

The firft took a winding path, which was every where 
adorned with the moft beautiful flowers ; at once charming 
the eye with the vatiety of their tints, and regaling the fmell, 
With the richnefs of their perfume. Here he was at no lofs 
for companions ; a prodigious multitude’ of people being 
colle&ted, who were all walking in the fame path, and en- 
gaged in the fame purfuits. At one time, they amufed 
themfelves by forming nofegays of the fineft flowers to de- 
corate their bofoms, or adorn their brows ; at another, they 
lay reclined in the enchanting arbours, which art had form- 
éd ; and, in all the indulgence of the moft effeminate indo- 
lence, liftened to the warblings of the birds, who carolled 


in the furrounding trees. Here you might foc a party of 


nymphs and fwains, who danced in concert to the fofteft 
mufic; and there a group, who were pampering their appe- 
tites with all the delicacies they cold invent. I could 
not, however, help obferving that our travelier and kis gay 
friends, were frequently furprifed in the midft of their de- 
lights, with an unexpe&ted misfortune ; fometimes while 
they were encircling their temples with chaplets of the fineft 
rofes, the thorns which environed them would pierce their 
flef, and occafion the moft agonizing {mart ; at others, 
dangerous ferpents, which lay concealed among the flowery 
meadows, would fix their envenomed {tings in the moft vi- 
tal parts, and caufe excruicating tortures, and, fometimes 
inilant death. 

Thefe difaftrous events at length made our adventurer 
grow weary of fcenes, which expofed him cw fuch painful 
accidents ; and he turned afide, about the middle of the 
defart, into another path, which, though not fo pieafant as 
that he had forfaken, was nearly as much thronged with 
paflengers as the former; but they appeared’in general 
iarther advanced in years, and of a graver caft than his late 
affociates. Here he employed himfelf in common with his 
new friends, in collecting together immenfe quantities of 
fhining duft, or curious pebbles ; and, ftrange to tell, each 
feemed to value himlelf in proportion to the load of thefe 
encumbering trifies which he carried with him; though as 


- their ftrength continually decreafed as- they advanced to- 


wards the end of their journey, they were often ready to 
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fink under the weight of their burdens. I perceived, too, 
that this path was every where covered with two noxious 
weeds, called Care, and Sufpicion, which fpread a pcitilene 
tial vapour through the air, and foon injured the ftrongeft 
conftitution. 

Here I left him for a while, and turned to take a view of 
the youth, with whom he at firft fet out. I obferved, that 
he was walking in a very narrow path, (which he had enters 
ed by afmall gate) which, though at intervals it prefented 
a few flowers, was fo over-run with briars and thorns, that 
his progrefs was rendered extremely difficult and incon- 
venient: there were likewife feveral bogs and floughs, into 
which he was in great danger of falling ; dark clouds often 
intercepted the rays of the fun, fo as to occafion almoft to- 
tal darknefs; and the diftrefs and perplexity occafioned by 
all thefe circumftances received no {mall addition from the 
{corn, and contemptuous ufage of thofe who were walking 
in the pleafant paths before defcribed ; who, being within 
fight and hearing would frequently ridicule him in the 
moft cruel and infulting terms, for what they called his fol- 
ly, and madnefs in choofing a road fo befet with hazard and 
inconvenience. It is true, he met with fome companions, 
who endeavoured to encourage him in his arduous under- 
taking ; but thefe were very few when oppofed to the mul- 
titudes, which were travelling the other roads; and, as 
they were all expofed to the fame trials as himfelf, they 
could do little more than fympathife, and condole with 
each other. Notwithftanding, thefe difcouragements, our 


traveller continued to advance, and though he met with ~ 


frequent trips from the roughnefs and unevennefs of the 
way, he fpeedily rofe again, and purfued his journey. At 
firit, I was aftonifhed at his perfeverance ; but I foon per- 
ceived that a hand, which before I had not feen, was con- 
{tantly reached from above to fupport him in all his trials ; 
when he met with an accidental fall, this hand quickly lif 
ted him up; when he flackened his pace, it urged him for- 
ward ; and when (as was fometimes the cafe) he was fo 
worn out by the fatigues he had to encounter, as to be 


ready to turn afide ; it inftantly caught his arm, and kept — 


him in the right path. I faw, likewife, that he had a map 
of the country to which he was going, which he often con- 
fidered with great delight ; and, he eagerly embraced every 
mean in his power of improving himfelfin the languags 
‘fpoken by its inhabitants. The defart too was not wholly 
deftitute of enjoyments, and I obferved, that thefe appear- 
ed more abundant, the farther he advanced, He frequent- 
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iy met with ftreams of the pureft water, at which he would 
drink, with a fatisfaction that feemed infinitely to exceed 
that of the travellers in the other paths, even when they 
were rioting in all the profufion of luxurious indulgence. 
Sometimes the very briars, contrary to nature, would pro- 
duce the moft exquifite fruits ; and I particularly remark- 
ed, that when a little group of thefe fcattered pilgrims 
happened to meet, they converfed together with fuch af- 
fection ; and deferibed the land to which they were travel- 
ling with fuch tranfports, that all their troubles were forgot- 
ten: and thofe very perfons who derided them, could not 
help envying the happinefs which was depi¢ted on their 
countenances. 

In this manner our traveller continued to proceed till he 
came within fight of the farther fide of the defart, which 
was bounded by a river, whofe tide was amazingly rapid ; 
when he arrived here, I looked to fee whether there was 
any bridge, but found none ; and was quickly informed 
that every perfon, when they reached this fide of the de- 
fart, was under an unavoidable neceflity of fording the 
river. Our traveller accordingly prepared to enter it, but 
I could plainly fee that the courage he had manifefted by 
the way began here to fail, and he hefitated as irrefolute ; 
when inftantly a form more lev ely than any of the fons of 
men, appeared ou the other fide of the river, and, cafting 
on him a look of divine benignity, faid, ** Fear not, for 
where I am, there fhall you be alfo.” Animated by this 
{weet promife, he looked upwards, with a tranquil f{mile, 
and inftantly plunging inte the water, the fame fupernatu- 
ral hand that had guided him in his journey, held him 
faft till he had got quite through the yore How great 
now was my aftonifhment at the change, which appeared 
jn him the moment he fet his foot on Ohe gppolite fhore ! 
His countenance fhone with angelic lufire, is garments 
were whiter than {now, and more glorious than the beams 
of the meridian fua ; millions of heavenly forms came to 
welcome his arrival, and the light which emanated from 
their refulgent glory was fo dazzling, that I was no longer 
capable of fupporting the fight. I ‘therefore, turned my 
eyes back to the defart, and faw the man who had origin- 
_ally been the companion of the happy fpirit I had juft 
heen confidering, drawing near the banks of the river. He 
had accumulated fuch a weighty burden of duft and ftones, 
that he was {carcely able to crawl under it ; and initead of 
advancing willingly towards the river, he tried by every 
poMblé means to get back into the wildernefs. While I 
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looked, a meagre and terrific form, caught him by the hand, 
and, in {pite of all his refiftance, plunged him in the waters. 
Stunned by the violence of the motion, he fell head-long in ; 
but, alas! no fhining form appeared for his affiftance, no 
hand was fent to his fupport; he fhrieked in wild defpair, 
and was immediately born away by the violence of the 
ftream ; his {creams ftill reiterated in my ears, and Lawoke. 
Reader, thou halt followed our adventurers to the end of 
their journey, haft thou confidered the confequences that 
enfue? The defart is the wildernefs of life, the paths are 
called Pleafure, Riches and Religion. You and I are 
among the number of the travellers; and the application 
nearly concerns us; if all our time is {pent in either of the 
former paths, the end will be mifery ‘and endlefs ruin ; ; if 
the latter is our choice, we fhall meet with trials by the way, 
but it will conduct us to the fhores of immortality; from 
whence, by a gentle afcent, we fhall reach the Paradife of 
God. 


Sandwich, E. T. 





—eee 


THE GAIN OF DEATH. 


_ fear of God on the heart of man generally begins 
with deep and powerful impreflions refpeting ‘the 
eternal world, and the felicity of the immortal foul. What- 
ever may be the means of it, this great object is the thing 
which oceupies the thoughts, and engages the attention of 
the mind: How am I to be happy in the world to come? 
What is neceflary to prepare me for a blefled change, that I 
may die comfortably, and enter into the kingdom of God? 
Nor does this prevailing defire leave the Chriftian all the 
way through. He knows that life is uncertain, and he feels 
many difficulties in his paffage ; and, therefore, the great 
concern of his foul is to familiarize death to his own mind, 
and to cheer his {pirits with lively profpeéts of a future and 
better ftate. How evidently does this principle prevail in 
the views of St. Paul! The felicity of dying, the evils he 
would be delivered from, and the tranfcendent happinefs he 
would enjoy thereby, run through all his writings. And no 
wonder, a man who is in perils “Of various kinds, who expe 
riences the powerful oppofition of avowed enemies, and the 
’ vibrating felicity of uncertain friends, who is fometimes 3 in 
want and often in prifon, will certainly look forward with 
cheering hopes to an happier world, where forrow and figh- 
ing fhall flee away. ‘“‘ To die is gain,” 
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But what gain can it be to die if there is no future fiate ? 
Ifa man is not in exiflence when he leaves this world, the 
idea of gain is entirely loft. Whatever be our fituation in 
life, we have fome enjoyments, and when we dic thefe mutt 
be given up; but if there is nothing to counterbalance this 
lufs, if there is not fomething fuperior to be obtained, death 
could not be gain, but a difadvantage. To be with Chrift is 
far better than any thing here, and this is the felicity the 
faint enjoys as foon as he leaves this world. The body re- 
turns to the dufl, but the fpirit goes immediately to God 
who gave it. It was faid to the penitent thief, “ This day 
“ fhalt thou be with me in paradife.” Chriftianity, in this re- 
ipett, has the advantage of every otherfyftem. Probability 
of future happinefs is the very utmoft of what philofophy 
can pretend to give; but the Gofpel realizes future glory 
even while we are in this world, and removes all fears from 
the mind refpecting the certainty of aftual poffeffion. 
** Faith is the fibflance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not feen.” 

If death is gain, the future world muft be better than this. 
Ifa man leaves one country to go to another, if he does not 
obtain fome advantages by his removal, he gains nothing. 
In the prefent ftate, there is much difference among the in- 
habitants of the world in point of poficiion and enjoyment. 
Providence {miles upon fome who are raifed to the highetft 
pitch of earthly happinefs ; while others have to encounter 
complicated mifery inevery poMible form: even among good 
men there is this difference, for it is of thefe alone we fpeak. 
but whatever be their circumftances they have to die; death 
is common to the happy and the miferable, in the palace and 
the cottage ; but if a man dies a happy death, though he was 
here in the very higheft degree of worldly greatnefs, and if 
10 this be added all the felicity of religion infe'f, with the 
higheft attainments and enjoyments in it, death will be gain 
even to him above all calculation or computation. A man 
iult have avery poor idea of Heaven who conceives of it 
omly as being on a level with human blife. Indeed, its 
grandeur, and the various fcenes which conftitute its felici- 
ry, are generally reprefented to us by figures taken from 
worldly things, fuch as kingdoms, poffethons, and whate- 
ver is great and glorious among men; but thefe images are 
ia conformity to our grovelling conceptions. We are inca- 
pable, in our prefent ftate, of forming ideas of things — 
fpiritual and heavenly. But, furely, it is no great ftretch 
ef thought to imagine that Heaven is better than any thing 
here, either as a place or as a flate. Recall to mind any 
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place of which you have read, let all the excellencies of that 
pyre be prefented to full view, and compare thefe with 
feaven, and how great will be the difference! Paradife, 
with all its {preading trees, its winding rivers, its flowery 
meads, and bending walks, claims the preference of any 
other. Here was not only the top of worldly blifé in the 
beauties and produdtions of nature, but innocence fipped 
the draught, and the {miles of Deity bleffed the enjoyment. 
But the foil of Paradife was grofs, its productions were 
from the earth, the bodies of the inhabitants were of the 
earth, earthy, their delights were chiefly fenfual, and what 
rendered Adam's garden fo much inferior to Heaven was, 
danger dwelt therein, and there was a po‘bility of lofing 
all. After this, I need not mention Canaan, Pifgah, or 
even the Mount of Transfiguration. 
As a state Heaven infinitely exceeds. Thofe with which 
it is moft worthy to be compared, are the Gofpel flate, a 
flate of grace, and that in which the Church will be, in the 
time of the latter day glory. ‘The former things are done 
away, and behold new things are created. ‘The difpenfa- 
tion, attended with pomp that charmed the cyes, is fuc- 
ceeded by a folid and fpiritual glory which far excells. A 
faint of the Old Tcfltament had, perhaps, fuch views of the 
Gofpel flate as we have of Heaven; for his means of under- 
flanding them were much the fame, by predictions and 
figures. But what believer at that period would not have 
dicd to obtain a full view and feeling of what the Gofpel 
affords, and thought he would have gained much by the 
ig We enjoy all this felicity. “ Bleffed are your eyes,” 
&c, but what is all this to Heaven? The progrefs of reli- 
gion is like the fcale of gradation in the creation, the 
higher you advance, the more refined and excellent is the 
fcene, till you arrive at the third Heavens, the fummit of 
all perfection. A ftate of grace is Heaven begun, but in 
Heaven the bud will be fell blown. In this wintry fate, 
the fap is in the root; the tree is alive, but, alas! how un- 
pe is the fight! It flands its ground indeed, and the 
ranches point towards Heaven, but where is its foliag: and 
Preeting beauty? But it fhall be tranfplanted. Its native 
oil is Heaven: “ there everlafting {pring abides.” In thefe 
happy regions it fhall flourifh in eternal bloom. ‘There is 
a time to come infinitely preferable to any thing which has 
heen. In the latter day the Chriftian ftate will be at its 
- higheft pitch. Who would not feel the pain of dying a 
thoufand times over, and all the fenfibility of fep:ration 
from all the deareft friends upon earth, to fee the Church 
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in this moft bleffed ftate? And yet, after all, it will be in 
this world. Even at that time death will be gain, yea, in- 
finite gain to a believer. 

In any enterprize, it is defirable, if poffible, to afcertain 
how much will be gained thereby ; becaufe views of adyan- 
tage {weeten labour, and {mooth the rugged paths of difi- 
culty. But in all human purfuits this is next to impoflible. 
Difappointments are unforefeen, and fchemes the beft laid, 
and the moit vigorouily profecuted, may prove unfuccefs- 
ful. In the gain of death, indecd, the mind labours under 
fome difficulties, but thefe difficulties are not fuch as arife 
from fears of difappointment, if we are certain we belong 
to God ; nor about the degree of it, but becaufe we cannot 
comprehend the whole of it, nor fpeak of all its extent of 
excellency. Yet we may be certain of fome parts of it, 
and this will encourage our minds till we obtain the full 
poffeffion. 

At death the Chriftian gains his wifhes in their full ex- 
tent: He has long defired to depart. However agreeable 
his fituation and connexions are, he would not live always. 
A perfon whofe concerns oblige him to live for fome time 
in a foreign country, among itrangers, often thinks of his 
native place, and anticipates the happy time when he fhall 
embrace his friends, and be filled with their company. 
His mind is reconciled to a further continuance in fome 
meafure, becaufe it is neceflary to accomplifh the object of 
his voyage; but even to fuggelt an idea of remaining there 
would give him fenfible pain. Having fnifhed his work, 
and freighted his veffel, with what pleafure would he bend 
his courfe to his native fhores! ** Now, Lord, what wait I 
“for? my hope is in thee.” 

A faint by death gains a complete rcleafe from every 
enemy, and from all evil. The day when he drops his 
mortal body will be the day of his emancipation. In this 
tabernacle he groans earncftly, defiring to be clothed with 
the robe of celeitial glory, when all the caufes of his prefent 
grief will be finally removed. ‘The body will then lofe all 
its infirmities. ‘The pains which it has felt, and the fick- 
neffes to which it is expoftd, will forever flee away. If 
we were in prifon, as many good men have been, and ex- 
peéting the fiery wial every day, this thought would be pe- 
culiarly comfortable. But what is more, death will be our 
grand releafe from fia. When the walls are taken down tho 
leprofy will be totally removed, Of this evil we have moft 
reafon to complain. It is ever attive and inceffant in its 
operations. Being an enemy within, it has many advan- 














¢ 476 ) 


tages which are always improved againft the peace of the 
foul. But then the war {hall ceafe : God fhall bruife Satari 
under our feet ; with the lalt enemy we fhall be freed from 
our worft enemy, from whom we fhall find no further mos 
leftation for ever. 

Death will be found to be gain in a comparifon of profit 
and lofs, Properly {peaking, gain is a word of trades To 
afcértain it, the merchant cafts up his accounts ; and what 
refults from a fair comparifon of profit and lofs, he calls gain. 
This idea may be applied here. The Chriftian certainly 
lofes fomething by dying, yea, many things which have 
been highly pleafing and profitable. He will lofe the com- 
pany of his friends, which he has often found fo edifying 
tohim. Itis not without fenfible pain that he takes his 
laft farewel of the men who were his delight. But he gains 
more, for he is introduced into the company of all the res 
deemed: He fits dowa with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. 
The {pirits of jufi men made perfect, are his companions ; 
and he is with Chrift, whichis far better, If he lofes the 
opportunities of prayer, and other religious worfhip on 
earth, it is becaufe he will now have no further need o 
them; and furely this lofs will be much more than coun- 
terbalanced by the enjoyment of the Divine prefence, and 
‘tellowfhip in the praifes of heaven. Whatever he lofes 
upon earth he fhall gain in heaven an hundred fold, yea, 
everlafting life. 

The gain of death cannot be fully afcertaiged while we 
continue in thefe tenements of clay. We are veither ca- 
pable of comprehending, nor defcribing it. ‘* Eye hath not 
feen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive, what God has laid up for them that love 
him.” We now labour to attain as much of it as we can, 
both in knowledge and poffeffion; but we fall infinitely 
ihort. If ever we arrive in the heavenly glory, we fhall 
have in perfection what now the holieft and belt have only 
in part. Our knowledge, which is now attained with un- 
wearied application, and is at belt limited in its objects, 
and very inadequate in degrees ; will then be perfect. Then 
hall we know even as we are known. Hoflinefs will attain 
its higheft excellency. Being in the prefence of God we 
fhall be fully affimilated into his likenefs. No impure 
thought, unholy expreflion, or unfan¢tified action fhall ever 
difturb our felicity. Our zeal will be unclogged, and our 
‘love flame in all its ardour. The godiy man in his progrefs 
leaves the ftorm behind. Every itep he takes brightens his 
Vor. I, 3 P 
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profpect. At the end of the dark valley, the light and glory 
of the celeftial hills chear his foul. He enters into reft: 
all his wifhes are now attained, and his happincfs fhall be 


eternal. 
EU MENES. 







LETTER FROM A SAILOR. 







Ship Belleraphon, Mediterranean, Sept. 14, 1798. 





DEAR SIR, 


HAVE now, with pleafure, taken up my pen to inform 

you of the Lord’s goodnefs in faving my life, when fo 
many of my fellow-creatures have fell by the enemy’s fhot. 
I fuppofe, before this time, you have heard of the engage- 
ment between the Englifh and French fleets off Alexandria 
(Egypt). I fent to you from Syracufe, the 20th of July 
laft, which letter I hope you have got, and now I wifh to 
inform you of the Lord’s mercy to me. 

We left Syracufe harbour, July the 25th, after getting 
wine, water, and bullocks, for the fleet, and went again in 
fearch of the enemy, the 20th July. The 23d we received 
intelligence that they were feen off Alexandria, unto which 
place our fleet immediately failed, and on the 1ft of Auguft 
made the land of Egypt. At three o'clock in the afternoon 
we faw them at anchor and in order of battle, being 13 fail 
of the line and four frigates. Our Admiral made the fignal 
to prepare for battle at anchor, and our fhip cleared for ac- 
tion. Ata quarter paft fix o’clock beat to quarters ; the 
enemy at this time hoifted their colours. At half paft fix 
began to engage, and foon after the van fhip of the enemy’s 
line was difmafted, our fhips {till engaging as they run down 
their line. At feven o’clock we let go our anchor along- 
fide, and came within haif piftol fhot of the L’Orient of 128 
guns, the French Admiral’s fhip. Nowa very heavy fire 
commenced between that fhip and ours, they firing prodi- 
gious quantities of grape and mufquetry fhot, which wound- 
ed and deftroyed a great number of our men. Now our 
main and mizen matts were fhot away. At nine o’clock our 
antagonift began to flacken his fire, which encouraged us to 
double ours upon them, though a force fo greatly fupevior 
to us, At this time our Captain and Malter were both 
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Wounded ; the firfl, fecond, and fifth Lieutenants were kill 
ed, and moft of the feamen and marines on the poop or 
quarter deck were either killed or wounded, befides a num- 
ber on the main and lower gun decks. At ten o’clock, per- 
ceiving the L’Orient on fire in feveral places, we cut our 
cable and fet the fprit-fail, the only remaining fail we had. 
Here I would with to declare the Lord’s goodnefs, for at 
this time our wreck being part overboard, which prevented 
our way through the water, we muft have drifted down to 
fome of the French fhips, which at this time had not been 
in ation, and to all appearance, we muft have been fent to 
the bottom ; but God was with us, for the wind at this very 
juncture came in our favour, fo'that we were carried from 
them. I never was more refigned in my liie, and can fay, 
unworthy as I am, the Lord was with me. 

Our forematt af this time going over the larboard bow, 
the enemy in the mean time keeping a very heavy fire upon 
us from their rearmoft fhips, raked us very much, as the 
light from the L’Orient, which was now all in a blaze, gave 
them a full view of our difabled condition: but the wind be- 
ing now favourable, we fet what fail we could upon the 
ftumps of our mafls, and cut the wreck away from the fhip, 
as that prevented our way through the water. Our fhip had 
now caught fire in feveral places, by the enemy’s firing car- 
cafe fhot into us, which we happily got out without doing 
much damage. At eleven o’clock, the L’Orient, which we 
had been engaging was blown to atoms, with a moft dread- 
ful explofion. Two of her men we took out of the fea, and 
faved their lives, but we find that eight hundred men perith- 
ed when fhe blew up. At two o’clock on Thurfday morning 
we came to anchor in feven fathoms water, and then buried 
our dead which were not thrown overboard in the time of 
the action. We were now fully employed in clearing our 
thip of the wreck of the mafls and boats which were all fhot 
to pieces. At eight o’clock this morning one of the enemy’s 
frigates coming to us and fecing our difabled condition, we 
beat to quarters and cleared our main lower gun decks for 
action. The quarter deck guns were difabled by the engage- 
ment in the night, but one of our fhips came to our affiftance, 
upon which the frigate run back to the reft of her fhattered 
fleet. The two fleets were in aétion the whole night, though 
{till at anchor: we were at anchor two leagues from them. 

Soon we faw a fhip of 74 guns and a frigate of 40 guns 
fet fire to and blown up, and a frigate of 36 guns run om 
fhore by our fleet.—This afternoon two fhips of the line and 
two frigates belonging to the enemy went to fea; the At-~ 
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dacious, a 74 gun fhip came down and anchored clofe to us, 
to give us what help fhe could. We found our lofs to be 
49 killed, and 148 wounded ; and now we got up jury mafts 
and made the fhip fit for fea, but fhe is very much damaged ; 
it will be well if fhe makes England. Eleven more men 
have died of their wounds fince the a€tion, which makes the 
killed lift amount to 60. 

We took and deftroyed in all 11 fail of the line and two 
frigates. -Our fleet confifted of 13 fale of the line, one 50 
gun fhip, anda brig. I have only fent you particulars con- 
cerning our own fhip, being what I faw, and the Lord be 
praifed that I can give you this information, inflead of be- 
ing cut off!—Here, fir, you may admire the goodnefs of the 
Lord to me, who am not worthy of the leaft of his mercies: 
while I am from the Church of God, I hope the Lord will 
fulfil that promife to me, Ezek. i. 16. ‘+ Thus faith the 
“* Lord God, although I have caft them far off among the 
** heathen, and although I have fcattered them among the 
** countries, yet will I be to them as a little fanctuary in the 
** countries where they fhall come.” I can truly fay, that I 
have feen as happy days in this fhip as ever I have feen in 
all my life; for I have feen the Lord’s goodnefs and mercy 
following me in all my troubles, fo that I am obliged to 
confefs, from experience, that God is good to Ifrael; and 
while I live I hope never to forget it, for he has fulfilled 
that premife to me, Pfalm 1.15. ‘* Call upon me im the 
** day of trouble, and I will deliver thee.” The Lord grant 
I may glorify him ! 

If I never come home, yet pray for me, for I fee myfelf 
fo weak, and feel myfelf fo corrupt, that nothing but his 
Almighty arm can hold me up.—May the Lord of heaven 
and earth keep the younger members of the church from 
falling as 1 have done !—He is juft in banifhing me from 
his ordinances, but yet I hope he will fulfil his promife to 
me, Ezck. xxxiv. 11 to 16. “¢ For thus faith the Lord God, 
** Behold 1, even J, will both fearch my fheep and feek 
** them out; as a fhepherd feeketh out his flock, &c.—I will 
** feek that which was loft and bring again that which was 
** driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and 
** will ftrengthen that which was fick ; but I will deftroy the 
** fat and the ftreng, I will feed them with judgment”—I 
truft you will join me in your prayers for it, and I have 
jome hope that the Lord will fulfil it in me, but he muft be 
enquired of for thefe things, I fhould be glad to have pub- 
lic thanks offered for me the next Lord’s Day after you re- 
ceive this, for my late temporal falvation, on the 1ft and 2d 
of Auguft.— Now the Lord be with vou and yours, and the 
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houfhold of Faith! Pray give my love to our paftor; am 
forry | have not heard from him, as a letter from him and 
you would be very acceptable to me and my brethren with 
me, who I believe are godly men, and have been of great 
fervice to me ; we are feven in number. Letters come of- 
ten to this fhip, but none to me: vour@ was the laft I re- 
ceived, dated December, ’97.—The Lord be with you aad 
yours, and keep you in a land of liberty, there to enjoy the 
fruits of your labours, and to fit under your own vine and fig- 
tree, none making you afraid!—You know I am brought 
here by my own rath and inconfiderate conduct ; but I hope 
I {hail yet once more be brought to worthip with you and 
my family around me, in my own land; mean time I beg to 
be remembered to all my friends ; fhall be glad to hear of 
their welfare, and that the Lord may be with them all is the 
prayer of 
Yours fincerely,. 


J. W. 


P. S. [have fent to none but you—therefore if you hear 
of my wife, or my father and mother, let them know I am 
yet fpared as a monumentof mercy. We put into St. Aue 
guitin’s Bay, Sicily; September 16th and left it 21f, fe 
here we got water and freih beef, which we greatly wanted, 
as we were on fhort allowance, and the wind not fair. 

Dear fir, my dear children coft me many an unhappy 
hour ; let me know where they are, and how they do: the 
Lord forgive me for leaving them !—Got fafe into "Gibraltar 
18th Odlober, after a very long and bad voyage; but the 
Lord, who orders all things, has brought us to port. We 
have beeh thort of every thing fince the action, as you wiil 
fuppofe. 

i believe this fhip will come to England foon, as fhe is a 
proper wreck. 


‘ 


——___——an > araE-———— 


ON UNION “WITH CHRIST. 


THE union of a believer with Chrift is fo intimate, fo 

i unalterable, fo rich in privilege, fo powerful in influ. 
ence, that it cannot be fully reprefented by any defcription 
or fimilitude taken from earthly things. The mind, like 
the fight, is incapable of apprehending a great object, with- 








( “S51 7) 


@ut viewing it on different fides. To help our weaknefs the 
nature of this union is illuftrated in the fcripture by four 
eomparifons, each throwing an additional light on the fub- 
ject, yet all falling fhort of the thing fignified. 

' In our natural {tate we are driven and toffed about by the 
changing winds of opinion, andthe waves of trouble, which 
hourly diflurb and threaten us upon the uncertain fea of 
human life. But faith, uniting us to Chrift, fixes us on the 
Rock of Ages, as a fure foundation, where we ftand im- 
moveable, though ftorms and floods unite their flrength and 
violence againft us. 

By nature we are feparated from the divine life, as 
branches broken off, withered, and fruitlefs ; but faith in- 
grafts us into Chrift, the living Vine, from whom, as the 
root and ftock of all fulnefs, a conftant fupply of fap and in- 
fluence is derived by all the myftical branches, enabling them 
to bring forth fruit unto God, and to preferve and abound 
therein. 

By nature we are hateful and abominable in the fight of 
a holy God, and full of enmity and hatred toward each 
other. By faith, uniting us to Chrift, we have fellowfhip 
with the Father and the Son, and joint communion amongit 
ourfelves, even as the members of the fame bedy have each 
of them union, communion, ard fympathy with the head, 
and with their fellow members. 

In our natural ftate, we were caft out naked and defti- 
tute, without pity and without help; but faith, uniting us to 
Chrift, interefts us in his righteoufnefs, his riches, and his 
honours. Our Redeemer is our hufband ; our debts are 
paid, our fettlements fecured, and our names honourably 
changed. . 

Thus the Lord Jefus in declaring himfelf the foundation, 
root, head, and hufband of his people, takes in all the ideas 
we can frame, of an intimate, vital, and infeparable union. 
Yet all thefe fall fhort of truth, and he has given us one 
farther fimilitude, of which we can by no means form a jult 
conception, till we fhall be brought to see him as he is, in 
his kingdom‘ That they all may be one, as thou Father 
art in me, and I in thee, that they alfo may be one in us !”* 

Well may we fay, what hath God wrought ! How invio- 
late is the fecurity, how ineftimable the privilege, how in- 
expreflible the happinefs of a believer ! How much is he in- 
debted to the grace of God! He was once afar off, but he 
is brought nigh to God by the blood of Chrift ; he was onee 


* John, NVtie Ql. 
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a child of wrath, but he is now an heir of everlafting falva- 

tion. How {ftrong, then, are his obligations to walk worthy 

of God, who has called him “to glory and to virtue !” 
VIGILARIUS. 


THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 


“ Y Kingdom is not of this world,” fays Chrift ; it 

is not like unto the kingdoms of this world, many 
of which fhine in exterior grandeur. It is afpiritual king- 
dom. All things that belong to it are fpiritual, not worldly, 
and have not much influence to ftrike the carnal mind. 
Chrift himfelf, who is the Sovereign of this kingdam, when 
in the world, was not arrayed with grandeur, nor furround- 
ed with exterior pomp, like an earthly king ; but on the con- 
trary came clothed with humility, and furrounded with 
poverty: hence itis faid by one of the Prophets, ‘‘ Rejoice 
‘‘ greatly, O Daughter of Zion; fhout, O Daughter of Je- 
*rufalem. Behold thy King cometh unto thee ; he is juft, 
*“ and having falvation, lowly, and riding upon an afs, and 
* upon a colt the foal of an afs.” How unlike to an earthly 
king was the Lord Jefus! ‘* Though the foxes have holes, 
‘* and the birds of the air have nefts, yet he had no where to 
“lay his head.” He appeared ‘‘ without form or comelinefs, 
‘“‘ as a root out of a dry ground,” not to be defired. 

His throne is not an earthly one, like thofe of worldly 
potentates, but divine and heavenly. ‘* The Lord has pre- 
pared his throne in the heavens,” and he is feated upon it, 
“to eftablifh it with juftice and judgment, world without 
end ;” and from thence he fcatters his favours to the poor 
and needy. 

His enfigns of royalty are not fuch as the princes of this 
world wear; he hasa {ceptre, but notlike theirs. <A {ceptre 
denotes power and authority, and thefe the Lord Jefus pof- 
feffes and exercifes over his people with gentlenefs : he rules 
by a fceptre, but it is the fceptre of his word and Spirit. 
“Tam not afhamed,” fays the Apoftle, “ of the gofpel of 
‘¢ Chrift ;” Why? becaufe “ it is the power of God unto fal- 
“vation.” This rod, or fceptre, ** the Lord has fent out of 
‘¢ Zion,” and to this fhould we yield fubjection. 

The fubjeéts of Chrift’s kingdom are not carnal and 
worldly men, but men of nobler extraction. They are born 
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from above, they are the children of God, who, fays the 
apollle John, * were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
““the ficth, nor of the will of man, but of God: of his own will 
** begat he us by the word of truth, which liveth and abideth 
“forever.” Should not then all who pretend to be fubjeéts 
of this fpiritual kingdom, conduct themfelves as f{piritual 
men, raifing their affections to divine and fpiritual things? 

The mode of adminiftration in Chrift’s kingdom, is dif- 
ferent from the adminiftration of the kingdoms of this world ; 
it is a {piritual adminiftration, not conducted with carnal 
policy: nor are the fubjects thereof at any time forced to 
comply with its mandates, contrary to their wills, for the 
Lord makes his people willing as well as obedient “in the 
day of his power:” he works in them “ to will” as well as 
“to do of his good pleafure:” he draws them with ‘ the 
cords of love as with the bands of a man: not by might nor 
by power, but by the fpirit of the Lord,” the adminiltration 
of King Jefus, brings every thing into fweet fubjedtion. 
The laws of this kingdom are alfo fpiritual, and divine ; 
human laws are neceflarily imperfect; but “* the law of the 
Lord is perfeét, converting the foul; the ftatutes ef the 
Lord are pure, making wife the fimple ;” and they reach to 
the very thoughts of the heart, as well as outward actions. 

The promifes which Zion’s King makes to his fubjeéts 
are chiefly of a fpiritual kind ; they are exceeding great and 
precious promifes ; he promifes pardon, juftification, righ- 
teoufnefs and everlatting life. 

Who would not wifh to be a fubje& of fuch a kingdom, to 
ferve the beft of Kings, the King of heaven, who rules with 
juflice and equity, who is juft, merciful and kind, who pre- 
ferves good order in his kingdom, and who will protect and 
defend his fubje&s from all their enemies? Unto him be 
glory and honour fur ever, Amen, ae, 


REFLECTIONS ON ISAIAH. ii. 22. 
“ Cease ye from Man whose breath is in his nostrils.’ 


ISPLACED confidence, both as it refpects things of 

a temporal and of an eternal nature, is, of all the 
mifiakes to which human nature is fubje¢t, perhaps the moft 
common, and, in its confequences, the moft fatal. 
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Notto mention the truft which is put in uncertain pof 
feffions, in things which are inferior to him that trufts in 
them ; how ftrong are the motives contained in the facred 
page againit trufting in an arm of fleth! A curse is denouncs 
ed againtt all fuch confidence. ‘‘ Curfed is man that trufts 
‘eth in man, and maketh flefh his arm.” ‘ 

In the above paflage we have a remarkable reprefentation 
of the frailty of man, as it refpeéts his prefent duration, 
which feems to convey a cogent argument againft human 
confidence, even in things of a terreflrial nature. 

And not only in this, but in many other parts of holy 
writ, the precarioufnefs and mutability of human exiftence 
is fet forth in the ftrongeft language. The days of man are 
compared to grass, and his glory to the fower. of the field, 
which is {wept away with every breeze. His life is confis 
dered as a vapour, which, ere it is fcarcely obferved to 
afcend, vanifheth away! And, as the weaver’s shuttle pafleth 
from hand to hand, as it were, in the twinkling of an eye, fo 
man pafieth through time into eternity. And, perhaps 
there cannot be found a more ftriking defcription of the 
vanity of man, than in the above fhort fentence feleéted 
from the Prophet [faiah— whose breath is in his nostrils.” 

And yet, fo myfterious are the ways of Providence, what 
atrain of affeéting circumftances are often feen to follow 
the departure of the breath of a fingle individual! The 
whole ftate ofa flourifhing éingdom is fometimes overturned 
at the death of its fovereign, and thrown into anarchy and 
confufion: churches, are often difunited, if not diffolved, by 
the lofs of their paftor: families, are difarranged and fcatter- 
ed at the departure of their head: and individuals are pre- 
cipitated at once from comparative affluence into the abyfs 
of human mifery, by the deceafe of a render relative. 

So fleeting are furrounding things, that fome of the moft 
important concerns relative to the prefent life, feem pend- 
ant by Providence, upon a fingle link, in a long chain of cir- 
cumitances; and, if once that link gives way, the whole 
chain falls to the ground. 

This, then, is not the Chriftian’s reft: itis polluted; it 
hath no foundations ; it is always flu@tuating ; ever chang- 
ing : Happy they who are heirs to an immortal inheritance! 
Thrice happy they 


s———~ whofe hopes arife 
++ Above thefe ruinable fkies.”’ 


Ver. I. 3 Q 


















( 485 ) 


Man, then being i in his heft eftate, altogether vanity and duft, 
how cogent the 2rgument to coalle jrom confidence ina Be- 
ing 10 vain and uncertain | And, if to the wnx ertainty of his 
prefent exiflence, we add, the mutability of his difpofition, 
that he is captiv ated one moment by an objctt, which the 
next moment he abhors, how linle is he to be depended 
upon! He, and he only, is worthy ovr implicit confidence 
who knowe th no change ; in whom is everlaftin g ftrength, 
and whofe mercy endureth for ever. In him, we are en- 
couraged to truft with ali the powers of our fouls ; and they 
who truft in him thali never be confounded, But thofe who 
live and die without faith in bim, thall find all inferior 
confidences Vip from beneath their feet, until they are over- 
whelmed i in everialiing ruin ‘ 
CHRISTOPHILUS. 


LATE CONVERSIO NK, 





NM the year 1789, one Danicl Thornton, of Crowle, im 
Lincolnshire, departed out of this world into the world 
of fpirits, aged 85. He had through life maimtained the 
. charabter oi an honell, induftrious man, and he dwelt much 
on his oid flock of civility in doing julily; but knew no- 
thing in reahty of loving WICTeY, and walk: ‘og humbly with 
his God, untif'a few days before his death. He had been 
fo deal lor lome years, that it was quite troublefome to {peak 
to him, and his wife was « quite blind, and 87 years of age ; 
fo they were literally and fpiritually deaf and lind ; and 
what was more diltrethng, they were ignorant of their own 
flase: Forhe had been {poke to often concerning his felf- 
righteous and legal depemlence , but could not be moved 
fro fuch a dead hope. It pleafed the Lord in his Provi- 
dence to fend an itinerant preacher to be his tenant and next 
neighbour, whe being moved with compaliion towards this 
aged couple, felt a defire 10 be made uleiul to their fouls, ef 
pecially the old man’s: of courle he took the liberty as op- 
opportunity offered to converfe with him about {piritual 
things. Aboutten days before his death, he was laid on a 
fick bed, and as they were’ ving him into the houfe (for 
the Jali time) out of the garden, his fricnd (the preacher) 
was returning irom his round in preaching, and followed him 
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into the houle. When they had laid him on the bed, and he 
wat a little recovered from his fatigue, and able to fpcak, 
he booked earncftly on his attendant and faid, “ Sir, this is 
hard work.” His friend faid little to him then, but went 
again the next morning, and fpoke freely concerning the 
love of Chrift to poor finners ; and, as he was abie, fet him 
fourth in his crucifixion as the only name by whom finners 
could be faved ; obferving how blefled the perfon was who 
could fay with Paul “ He hath loved me, and given himfelf 
for me,” Onthis the old man faid, “ Stop, fir,” and, after 
a paule, “will you pleale to repeat thofe words again ?” 
On their being repeated he cricd, * O blefled words !” 
When atked if he thought Jefus dicd for him: he replied 
** Yeo I believe, L hope, he did.” Then,” faid his friend, 
“ you fee yourtelf a loft finner and incapable of faving your- 
felf.” He anfwered * Ll am a guilty creature, not able to do 
any thing of myfelf tofave my foul.” From this fight evan. 
geclical forrow flowed, and he was heard often to pray fere 
vently to the Lord to have mercy on his poor foul; and at 
times, giving praife that he was vifited in mercy and not con- 
fumed. 

After this, whenever his friend went to vifit him, he ufed 
to be careful to have his wile brought in to hear him read 
and pray.—He faid that (many years ago) he had often read 
the 53d Chapter of Maiah but never knew the meaning until 
his laft illne f,.—The laft night he lived, the old man being 
afked how he found himfelf, he faid “ [ am greatly aoorele 
ed,” for he drew his breath very hard. His friend faid, 
““ The Lord is able to let the oppreffed go free ;” to which 
he replied, “I know he is.”—* Then with fuch a hope you 
are not afraid to dic ?”—He faid “* No, Llook for the Lord’s 
coming every day and every night, and with both his hands 
fyuecezed thofe of the preacher, faying ** may God blefs you 
everlallingly !’—The writer of this narrative mult obferve 
three circumfltances in providence attending this fubjedt ; 
ift. That be was obliged to remove from Haxey to 
Crowle, becaufe it did not fuit him to remain where his 
predeceffors had always rcfided. 24, That finding an unu- 
fual inclination to return home inftead of going to another 
village to preach on that night, he by fo doing had an rd ol 
tunity, at the junCture of time, to fee the old man, and iollow 


him into the houfe. 3d. For the laft weck of his life he 
could hear as well as in younger years ; fo that his natural, 
as well as fpiritual ears were unftopped. 
Reader, whoever thou art, reflect on the myftery of di- 
vine providence in bringing the hidden ones of God, and 
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fheep of Chrift, to the knowledge of falvation : and remem- 
ber that He who fhed his blood on the crofs, laid in thé 
grave, rofe again and afcended into glory, is as able to favé 
now as he was a dying thief and a perfecuting Saul in their 
days; and without an intereft in him thou muft be miferablé 
both in this world and that which is to come. 

On the other hand, thefe inftances fhould encourage none 
to prefume on a late repentance, fince we have no promife 
either of the opportunity, or of the grace in a dying hour, 
Befide he that defers repentance till to-morrow, has a day 
more to repent of, and a day lefs to repent in. E, D. 


—— & a 


REFLECTIONS ow 2 Sam. iii. 1. 


ss N OW there was a long war between the houfe of 

“ Saul and the-houfe of David: but David waxed 
“ ftronger and ftronger, and the houfe of Saul waxed weak- 
“ er and weaker.” 

Scripture hiftory is highly intere fling and inftruétive; and, 
when accommodated with judgment to the circumftances 
and charaéters of believers may be produétive of the happi- 
eft effe€is. We are informed by Jsaiah that “ The youths 
“* fhall faint and be weary, and that the young men fhall ut- 
“ terly fail, but they who wait upon the Lord fhall renew 
“ their strenzth, &c.—“ The righteous fhall hold on his 
“« way, and he that hath clean hands fhall be ftronger and 
“ ftronger.”—The above hiftoric paflage may afford the 
following ferious refletions, inafmuch as Scripture hiftory 
will always ferve, more or lefs, to illuftrate Scripture expe- 
rience. 

1. Grace and nature are as diftin&t and as oppofite as was 
the houfe of David and the houfe of Sau/. Nature is proud, 
paffionate, felf-willed, and revengeful. Grace is meek, pa- 
tient, refigned, and devout, 

2. The contention between thefe two principles is painful 
and powerful. Paul found it fo. See Rom. vii. 

3. Where there is no grace, there will be no ftruggle, no 
yiétory, and confequently no crown. 

4. The fide we take here, will determine our character 
hereafter : David or Saul : Chrift or the world. 

5. Whena man is convinced that he is on the wrong fide, 
it is right to change, and muft and will be beft in the end. 
Q may my foul be found on the Lord’s fide ! 
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6; Whén a poot finer revolts from Satah and flies to thé 
Redeemer’s ftandard, angels it Heaven rejoice. ‘ There 
“* is joy in Heaven ovér one finner that repenteth.” 

7. Wicked men mutt weaken and come to ruin at laft, as 
did Saul, Pharaoh, Balaam, atid othets. See Pfal. xxxvii. 
35, 36. 

8. The flrength of grace confifts in an holy confidence in 
God, attended with an unabating zeal for his fervice 
and glory. This propofition might be fully confirmed and 
beautifully illuftrated by a ftatement of the characters and 
condutt of David, and of Paul. Butas brevity is my objeét, 
[ forbear to enlarge. 

9. The ftrength of fome men’s profeffion lies altogether 
in their connexions worldly imtereft—or (what is ftill 
worfe) in fpiritual pride. 

10. It is a matter highly promifing, when we find fin 
weakening, and grace gaining daily ftrength. 

11. The military have a method of starving an enemy to 
fubmiffion : thus we muft Karve our luits, and it will be no 
cruelty to do fo. Our lufts will be our ruin if they aré not 
ruined. 

Reader, ifthe houfe of David, if divine gtaté, grows 
ftronger and ftronger in you it willbe abundantly evident in 
the {pirit of your prayers—the holinefs of your converfation 
~«and the uprightnels of your conduct. 

OLIGOS. 


SOUTH SEA MISSION. 


Ac following fentiments of Capt. Cook, extracted from 
his life written by Dr. Kippis, point out to the pub- 
lic the benefit the natives of the South Sea Iflands may 
hope to receive from the Mifficnaries. 

“ It is an obfervation of great importance, that the fu- 
ture felicity of the inhabitants of Otaheite, and the So- 
ciety Iflands, will not a little depend on their continuing 
to be vifited from Europe. Our Commander could not 
avoid exprefling it as his real opinion, that it would have 
been far better for thefe poor people, never to have known 
our fuperiority in the accommodation and arts which ren- 
der life comfortable, than, after once knowing it, to be 
again left and abandoned to their original incapacity of 
improvement. If the intercourfe between them and us 
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fhould wholly be difcontinued, they cannot be reftored to 
that happy mediocrity in which they lived before they 
were firft difcovered. It feemed to Capt. Cook that it was 
become, in a manner, incumbent upon the Europeans toe 
vifit thefe iflands once in three or four years, in order ta 
fupply the natives with thofe conveniences which we have 
introduced among them, and for which we have given 
them a predileétion. Perhaps they may heavily feel the 
want of fuch occafional fupplies, when it may be too late 
to go back to their old and lefs perfect contrivances, con- 
trivances which they now defpife, and which they have dif- 
continued fince the introduction of ours. It is, indeed, to 
be apprehended, that by the tix.* that the iron tools, of 
which they had become poffefled, are worn out, they will 
have almoft loft the knowledge of their own. In this laf 
voyage of our Commander, a ftone hatchet was as rare a 
thing among the inhabitants, as an iron one was eight years 
before ; and a chiffel of bone or ftone was not to be feen. 
Spike-nails had fucceeded in their place ; and of fpike-nails 
the natives were weak enough to imagine that they had 
gotten an inexhauftible flore. Ofallour commodities, axes 
and hatchets remain the moft unrivalled ; and they mutt 
ever be held in the higheft eftimation through the whole of 
the iflands. Iron tools are fo flrikingly ufeful, and are be- 
come fo neceflary to the comfortable exiflence of the in- 
habitants, that, fhould they ceafe to receive fupplies of 
them, their fituation, in confequence of their neither pof- 
feffing the materials, nor being trained up to the art of fa- 
bricating them, would be rendered completely miferable. 
It is impoffible to refle€t upon this reprefentation of things 
without {trong feelings of fympathy and concern: Sincere- 
ly it is to be wifhed, that fuch may be the order of events, 
and fuch the intercourfe carried on with the fouthern ifland- 
ers, that, inftead of finally fuffering by their acquaintance 
with us, they may rife to a higher ftate of civilization, and 
permanently enjuy bleflings far fuperior to what they had 
heretofore known.” 


Dr. Kippis’s Life of Capt. Cook. p. 400. 
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CONSIDERATIONS TO PROMOTE PEACE AND UNA- 


NIMITY AMONG CHRISTIANS. 


E of one mind, love as brethren ; and be at peace 
among yourfelves,” were apoftolic injunctions, which 
will ever be binding on all profeffing Chriftians. If they 
be what they profefs, they have a participation of the Spirit 
of Chrift, which was, and is, and ever will be, a {pirit of 
peace and love. If Chriftians ftrive, if they contend earn- 
eftly, let it not be about words, names, forms and circum- 
ftantials in religion, in which the wifeft of men may, and 
do differ; but, let it be againft the common enemy ; let it 
be for the effentials, in which they are all agreed. Let them 
“ ftrive together for the faith of the Gofpel:” let them 
“contend earneftly for the faith once delivered to the 
‘¢ faints.” Butletthem not fall out among themfelves by the 
way, merely becaufe they cannot all think exactly alike con- 
cerning certain unimportant circumftantials. To prevent 
their zeal from raging againft one another ; and to promote 
unanimity, peace and love among themfelves: let them 
confider the relations in which they ftand connected ; the 
imperfections common to them all; the advantages given 
to their enemies by means of their own imprudent quar- 
rels; and particularly, their own comfort, flrength and 
beauty, when they dwell together in love and unity. 

By nature they are fellow-creatures, fellow- finners, and 
fellow-mortals ; yea, they are children of wrath, and, of 
difobedience ; as fuch it was no wonder that in times palt, 
they ferved divers lufts and pleafures ; and lived in malice 
and envy; but as Chriflians, they are new creatures. They 
are begotten, born or quickened by one and the fame Spirit. 
They partake of the fame principle of divine and {piritual 
life; and are towards God, of one heart, and one foul. 
They have one Father, and as fuch, are brethren. Collec- 
tively, they are the family and houfehold of God. They 
are fellows in many refpects: fellow-citizens, and fellow- 
fervants ; fellow-travellers, fellow-foldiers, and fellow-fuf- 
ferers. They are fellow-heirs of exceeding great and pre- 


74 


. cious promifes ; and, by and by, will be fellow-heirs of an 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Ranfomed by the 
fame precious blood, and regenerated by the fame good 
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Spirit, they enjoy the fame liberty ; they a% from the fame 
motives, by the fame rule, and to one aad the fame end. 
They are conneéted and cemented together by the clofett 
and ftrongeft ties. They are living ftones, built up a fpiri- 
tual houfe, an habitation for the living God. They are not 
only members of the fame family, but even branches of 
one and the fame Vine. They all derive fap from the fame 
owen that they may produce abundantly the fame precious 
ruit, 

If fuch confiderations will not preferve unanimity among 
the faints, let us in the next place confider, that they have 
no. reafon to be hard one upon another, becaufe there are 
many imperfections common to them all. Far be it from 
any of them to fet up for infallibility : they know that in 
many things they all offend. The molt difcerning of them 
fee only through a glafs darkly. It is no uncommon thing 
for them to think differently at different times ; to live to 
alter their opinions of certain points, concerning which, 
they had before been far too confident. When fallible 
mortals exclaim, “ The temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Lord are we,” and that an exclufion of all others, they 
do but proclaim their own arrogance. While fo many im- 
perfe€tions remain, we muft not expect in all things to fee 
exactly alike. In little matters there will be fhades of dif- 
ference, but ifour heavenly Father bear therewith, certain- 
ly we ought. There is no doubt but he permits thefe things, 
not with a defign to excite contention about them, but to 
exercife our Chriftian charity and forbearance. Are we 
not all encompaffed about with infirmities? Then let us 
bear with one another’s weakneffles, and never more con- 
tend ‘about trifles. 3 

Confider further the bad effeéts of all difcord, and uncha- 
ritable contentions among chriftian brethren. ‘‘ Avoid fool- 
“« ifh queftions and contentions,” fays the Apoftle, “ for they 
are unprofitable and vain.” Saints never do themfelves any 
good thereby, byt on the contrary, each party receives in- 
jury. They injure the common caufe and ftrengthen the 
hands of the commonenemy. Should parties of the fame 
army meet in the night, and, by miftake, fight againft one 
another, caufing mutual deftruction in their contention for 
vitory, how would they forrow when the light of the mor- 
ning fhould difcover their miftake! And, how would their 
enemies rejoice to hear thereof! The application is eafy. 
The contentions of believers are the triumph of infidels. 
Our Saviour fays, “‘ A houfe divided againft itfelf cannot 
fland.” In all focieties, fays the pious Matthew Henry, 
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* Common ruin is the confequence of mutual quarrels. Di- 
vifion ends in defolation.” Religious difcord is alfo dif- 
graceful. If fheep of a pafture, and birds of a feather, can 
agree to feed, and fold, and flock together; what a fhame 
is itfor the ranfomed of the Lord, the houfehold of faith, 
the peaceable fubjects of the Prince of peace, to bite and de- 
vour one another? But 

Finally, how pleafing, how profitable, how beautiful, for 
brethren to dwell together in unity! The Pfalmilt com- 
pares it to the precious ointment poured on the head of 
Aaron, and to the dew of Hermon, and the dew that de- 
fcended upon the mountains of Zion. It is good in itfelf ; 
it is pleafing to God; it is fweet to the faints. It is allur- 
ing evento finners. Ina word, itis conformity to heaven 
itfelf. Surely there is fomething weighty in thefe confider- 
ations! Under the influence of them, let us ftriv e to “* keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace.” 

Ss. B. 


a 2) a —— 
REGENERATION: 
Thoughts on Fohn iti, 3s 


FLXCEPT a man be born again he cannot see, he canriot ufi« 

derftand, the things of the &¢ngdom of God, fo as to dif- 
cern their nature and importance ; to feel their influence; 
and to relifh and enjoy their excellence. A true knowledge 
of thefe f{piritual objects is communicated by the Spirit, ac- 
companied with atafte for them, and a delight in them. 
When a man has once obtained this kind of knowledge, it 
begins a new era in the fyftem of his experience, and in his 
life and conduct. It is written in the Prophets, Al// thy chil- 
dren shall be taught of God, in order, doubtlefs, that they 
may all know and underttand the things which are freely 
given them of God, in fuch a way as renders them precious 
and influential. Itis evident that what in Luke viii, 10. is 
called énowing the myfleries of the kingdom of heaven, is 
the fame that i is here meant by seeing them. And what is 
knowing when applied to fpiritual ‘things, but the mind’s 
perception of them, in that manner which gives them a due 
influence upon the mind? Something confonant to this de- 
" fcription of mental vifion, is the Apottle’s definition of faith 
in Heb. xi. 1. ‘ It is the perception, or mental conviction 
ef the reality (e/egchos) of things not feen or invifible ;” 

Vou. I. 3R 
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that is, of the things of the Spirit of God, and of the king» 
dom of heaven, It is a perception of thefe heavenly realities 
by the mind, illuminated by a fupernatural influence; fo 
viewing them as to chcofe, and love them Before every 
thing, and to live under the influence of them in this man- * 
ner. And this effect the Apoftle particularly inftances in 
verfe 13th and 27th of the fame chapter, by the ufe of the 
fame word, seeing. In chap. viil. ver. 51, 52, of this Evan- 
gelift, the phrafe, seeing death, is interpreted by tasting 
death: becaufe, it is knowing itbyexperience. So, seeing 
the kingdom of God, may be tafling its bleflings of righteouf- 
nefs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft, by the feeling and 
experience of them in our underitandings and hearts. It is 
to poffefs a relifh for them, and a pleafure in them fuperior 
to any thing we habitually feel for the things of fenfe. They 
will then give a decided bias to the mind, and manifeft their 
native tendency to holinefs. ‘They will form the heart and 
life anew. The word of Chriftis, indeed, the word of the 
kingdom, and is defcribed as a feed of a divine and incor- 
ruptible quality ; and being introduced into the mind, by 
the agency of the Spirit, produces a creature like itfelf, ho- 
ly and heavenly, which in Scripture is called anew man, and 
a new creation.*—Hence we may remark the truth and pro- 
priety of our Lord’s application of this do€trine to the cafe of 
both Nicodemus and ourfelves: Ye must be born again. 
The kingdom of heaven requires it, and the very nature of 
things fuggefls it. Our firft birth is earthly, fenfual, and 
perf« Aly unfuited to the enjoyment of a fpiritual and hea- 
venly kingdom. We mutt be born of the Spirit to be chil- 
dren of the kingdom, and children of God ; to receive his 
likeneis, and to delight in his fervice. In our firft birth we 
are the children of on/y the firft Adam, in his fallen depray- 
ed ftate ; and in our fecond, we are the offspring of the fe- 
cond man, “ the Lord from heaven.” And as this birth 
is the produdtion of heavenly truth, introduced into the 
mind, we muft again become little children in fimplicity, 
humility, and teachablenefs, that we may be capable of re- 
ceiving a new mould or caft, in the fpirit of cur minds. 
This is the only temper of mind in which fuch a know- 
ledge of the kingdom will take root, and it 1s the only foil in 
which it can be cultivated with fuccefs. Itis thus Divine 
Truth gets the difpofal of the whole mind, and organizes it 
after its own fpiritual and heavenly nature. And in the 
meafure in which we are thus felf-emptied and made little 


* 1 Pet. i. 23. Eph. iv. 23, 24. 210. 2Cor. ve 17. 
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children, it has a power of transfufing its own native excel- 
lency, and imprinting the moral features of its glorious Aue 
thor. We mutt become fools in our own eftimation to be 
wile ; we mult become weak to be ftrong, and lowly to be 
exalted. Without fuch aframe of heart, we cannot enjoy 
the things of the kingdom of God: we cannot love, we can- 
not delight in them, neither can we exemplify them, be- 
caufe we cannot know, we cannot receive them. Let the 
reader ferioul'y enquire whether his profeffed acquaintance 
with divine truth produces thefe effects; for without them, 
nothing is more certain than, that his faith and hope are on- 
ly fatal prefumption and delufion. May the Lord give us 
that knowledge of his will which produces the love of it ; 
and which difpofes us to foliow it as our guide, and to de« 
light in it as our trvafure ! 


H. K., 


——aa> CD ae 


THOU SHALT LOVE truy NEIGHBOUR as THYSELF. 
Mat. xix. 19. 


HIS is the fecond commandment, and includes in it 
the whole of our duty towards one another: for, as 

St. Paul faith, “love is the fulfilling of the law ; for this, 
thou fhalt not commit adultery—thou fhalt not kill—thou 
fhalt not fteal—thou fhalt not bear falfe witnefs—thou 
fhalt not covet—and if there be any other commandment, 
it is briefly comprehended in this faying, namely, ‘ Thou 
‘« fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf.”* But alas! where 
fhall we find the man whofe conduct proves that he has tho- 
roughly ftudied, and impartially weighed this command ? 
Shall we find him amongft the men of the world, or amongft 
the profeflors of Chriitianity ? If any where, doubtlefs 
amongtft the latter. But in what clafs may he be found? 
Does the rich man who fares fumptuoufly every day, while 
he fees his neighbour, or his fervant, by whofe labour he is 
enriched, with a fcanty allowance of bread, and a draught 
of water, and thuts up his bowels of compaffion from him, 
does he love his neighbour as himfelf?. Or does he, wha 
condefcends to pity his poor friend or neighbour, faying, 
*¢ Be ye warmed, and be ye filled,” + but at the fame time 
gives him nothing but his cold wifhes, does he love his 


eee s 
* Rom. xiil. 9. + James i 16, 
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neighbour as himfelf?—Or can it be thought that the fer- 
vant, who wattes both the time and property of his mafler, 
has ever attentively confidered this commandment? Quite 
as deficient is he in obferving it, who inftead of felling what 
he has, to give alms, withholds alms, in order that he 
might purchafe more. But let us be careful that we impute 
none of thefe things to Chriftianity ; its profeffors may be 
guilty in thefe matters, but they were never taught this con- 
duct by Chriftianity, nor its glorious Founder ; they have 
never learnt it either from his precepts or his example ; a 
proper attention to either of which would infpire a very dif- 
ierent conduct. Yes, the example of Chrift teaches us to 
become poor, that others may be rich; and to ‘ look every 
‘* man, not on his own things (only) but alfo on the things 
“of others; ” and his precept fays, ** Thou fhalt love thy 
“ ueighbour as thyfelf.” Admirable rule! What miferies 
are there in the world which thou art not calculated to re- 
move? What maladies, which thy virtues are not able to 
heal? Were this precept attended to, we fhould no more 
hear the voice of the oppreflor, nor the cries of the oppreff- 
ed; no longer would the rich wantonly grind the faces of 
the poor ; “ violence fhould no more be heard in our land, 
= wafting nor deftruétion within our borders; but our offi. 
“cers would be peace, and our exactors righteoufnefs.” 
An attention to this precept would calm the boifterous paf- 
fions of the mind, and fubdue thofe lufts from whence come 
wars and fightings ; would turn * our fwords into plough 
‘** fhares, and our {pears into pruning-hooks ; and caufe wars 
“‘ to ceafe, even to the ends of the earth.” Our ears fhould 
no more be afflited with the cries of the bereaved, nor our 
eyes weep over the defolations of war ; but peace, with all 
its numerous train of bleflings, would make this world a pa- 
radife. a ine 
' Did men love their neighbours as themfelves, tyranny, 
cruelty, and flavery would ceafe; the wretched African 
would no longer wear the galling yoke of bondage, nor help- 
lefs 1 innocence groan beneath the cruel lafh of tyranny; the 
flate of flavery, and the infernal name of slave-driver, 
would both fink into oblivion; and that moft horrid and 
abominable of all traflics, the s/ave-trade, by which the na- 
tions have fo long difgraced themfelves, would have an end. 
Were this principle predominant, not only would the na- 
tions be delivered from flavery, but they would be bleffed 
with the Gofpel ; all who know that joyful found, would, ac- 
cording to their ability, follow the example of thofe benevo- 
lent fouls who have fo liberally communicated to promote 
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the noble defign of fending the Gofpel of Salvation to the 
Heathens. Minifters alfo would not only pray for the fpread 
of the Gofpel, and the enlargement of Chrift’s kingdom, but 
Miflionaries would arife in every congregation, and fay, 
s* Lord, here am J, send me!” What a glorioug profpeé& 
would then be before the church of God! might we not hope 
that fhe would foon “ break forth on the right hand, ard on 
the left, and become a praife in all the earth?” Were only 
ten fouls converted in an ifland, or nation, by the inftrumen- 
talitv of the frft Mifionaries, thofe ten might, through a di- 
vine bleffing, be inftrumental of the converfion of a hundred, 
and that hundred of a thoufand, and that thoufand of ten 
thoufand ; and fo on, till that time came, when ‘“ all fhall 
know the Lord !”—And as a mean to ftimulate us to fo glo- 
rious a work, nothing is wanting but to feel the force of 
this plain precept, ‘* Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” 

TAU. 


THOUGHTS on PSALM xviii. 1. 
I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. 


HE man is as his mind ; for ashe thinketh in his heart 

soishe. This rule of interpreting principles and de- 
ciding characters, is as much in favour of the true believer, 
as it is again{ft the hypocrite and unbeliever. For into what- 
ever weaknefles the humble, upright, fincere Chriftian may 
be occafionally betrayed, his real ftate and chara¢ter will be 
determined by the prevailing caft and frame of his mind. 
He is, before God, what he purpofes to be, what he feeks, 
and what he earneftly and conftantly prays to be. A pro- 
minent feature in his charaéter is his love to Chrift, or his 
defire to love him. Thefe are the fruits of an enlightened 
mind, and fanctified judgment. Chrift has taught him, by 
his Spirit, what he has done for him ; and he fees it reafon- 
able, and feels it pleafant to acknowledge him, with that 
meafure of holy affeétion and love his Spirit has infpired, 
His attachment, however, may be concealed from his own 
obfervation, and he may be reduced to the neceffity, at times 
of eftimating his regard for his Saviour, only from the dif- 
pofition to ferve and pleafe him. But he cannot be fatisfied 
with merely refolving to love Chriit ; and perhaps he may 
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not know; that to Jove his falvation, his people, his caufe, 
and his will, is fufficient evidence that he loves the Lord. 
His purpofes, however, are good, and thefe thew the {tate 
of his cafe to be the fame ; ;buthe wants the ftrength of Chrift 
to be made perfeét in his weaknefs, that the holy defires and 
intents of his heart may appear in his whole temper and de- 
portment, and his Saviour thereby be honoured. Well, let 
him be thankful. David it feems, was once, if not more than 
once, in a frame which would only allow him to fay to his 
God, “ Jwiillove thee, I mean, I hope, I defire nothing fo 
much as to be able tolove the Lord.” This was furely, a 
token he did love him, and the fame language of the heart 
must be confirued in the fame manner, in relation to the 
meanett Chriftian now ; for he would not part with his Sa- 
viouf for ten thoufand worlds. 

The Lord was David’s ftrength; and there were feafons 
when he found him fo, in fuch a fenfible and powerful man- 
ner, as to enable him to fay, without hefitation or referve, 
“* Ilove the Lord.” (Pi. cxvi. 1.) This will be the expe- 
rience of every true Chriftian occafionally, from the fame 
caufe : The Lord, by a gracious vilit, in anfwer to prayer, 
will lift upon him the light of his countenance: then his 
faith will be ftronger than his fear ; and the prelerence he 
has given to Chrift to any thing elfe befide him, will be kin-. 
dled into a lively and vigorous paflion of his heart. And 
although he can hardly expect to enjoy fuch pleafure with- 
out interruption here, he may, by fironger faith, much pray- 

fear of fin, and concern to pleafe the Lord in every thing, 
Siioy, it may be, much more then he yet doth. And thefe 
occafional vifits, with their pleafant and happy effects, may 
be deemed certain pledges and foretafles of that biefled ftate 
to come, when he {hall love his Lord with inextinguifhable 
and unabating ardor and delight. When his purpofes, in- 
clinations, and defires fhall be no more impeded from obey- 
ing the diétates of an underflanding, replete with heavenly 
light and difcernment, in all its vivifying and transforming 
influence. Then we thail be like him ; for we fhall fee him 
asheis. Wherefore, feeing we look for fuch things, let us 
give diligence, that we may be found of him in peace, and 
without {pot. 


W. H. 
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REFLECTIONS on Marr. vi. 23. 


* Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all other things shall be added unto you.” 





UR dear Redeemer, conftantly aiming at the grand 

defign. of his incarnation, always directed the minds 
of his followers to that kingdom which is not of this world, 
and to thofe joys which are lafting as himfelf. In the 
chapter from which thefe words are feleted, he had been 
informing the ignorant minds of the multitude around him. 
So conftantly was he employed in this gracious work, that 
he fcarcely allowed himfelf time for neceffary refrefhment. 
Here, then is a divine exhortation by the bleffed Saviour, to 
feek thofe things which make for our everlafling peace: 
how important is it for us to attend to his kind invitations, 
mingled with his tears and prayers of love for us! Jefus 
came down from glory, arrayed himfelf in mortal flefh, bore 
the infirmities and fins of men, that whofoever believeth in 
him fhould not perifh, but have eternal life. He hath laid 
“Seek frst the kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs.” - 
It, fhould therefore be our firft concern to make our title 
clear to heaven. It fhould engrofs our chief and firft care 
to feek his righteoufnels and grace—to live a life of faith 
and holinefs, as introductory to the joys of heaven. 

Our Lord proceeds—‘ All other things fhall be added 
unto you.” Here then is an eafy choice. If we chufe 
everlafling happinefs in the world to come, God hath pro- 
mifed ali other things thall be added unto us here: all things 
neceflary either for life or death. Happy then is the Chrif- 
tian; his Divine Mafter hath promifed, even in this {tate of 
trial, which cannot be of long duration, that not any good 
thing fhall be withholden from him. But, as to the uncon- 
verted and impenitent, evil in this life, forrow, vexation, 
difappointment, often are their portion ; and in the world to 
come everlafting mifery. Why then do men love fia which 
1s fo dangerous, and why potters holinefs which is fo advan- 
tageous? Why? becaufe the natural man loveth not the 
things which are fpiritual—-becaufe the carnal mind is 
enmity againit things divine. Think then, fellow-finner, 

‘ upon the glories promifed to thofe who fvek firft the kirty- 
dom of God and his righteoufaefs, and cheofe thofe things 
which make for your everlafting peace. 


. SOR ra Lge x? ae 


T. B. 
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—e 2} 
REFLECTIONS on Cotossrans ii. 10. 
Ye are complete in Him. 


|*: my foul, thou art a Chriftian, in God’s eftimation, 
thou art in Chrift, by a covenant and calling; and in 
Chrift entitled to all that he hath provided for his people. 
Thou art united te him, and near his heart; whatever afflicts 
thee, he feels it in his love, and over-rules it by his wifdom. 
If a fling, almoft invifible, wound the meaneft member of 
thy body, thy whole frame is affected: thine eye, thine hand, 
thy heart, are engaged to fympathize and to adminifter 
relief. Infinitely more fo, thy Lord (who faith, that his 
people are members of his my ftical body), is alive to all thy 
forrows, thy foul conflis and concerns. Their caufes and 
tendencies may efcape thy notice, but they cannot efcape his. 
He, as God, hath omnifcience to fuperintend, and an om- 
nipotent power to fupport the feebleft of his members. He 
faw and marked thee for his own, or thou never couldit 
have lifted up an eye of faith and confidence to him: and 
whom he hath thus loved will he not provide for? Did he 
give his life for thee, and can he forget what he hath fuffer- 
ed, or for whom? If he hath called thee by his grace, and 
given thee a defire to feek him, canft thou fuppofe that this 
was a matter of chance, originated from thyfelf? Such 
thoughts as thefe are difhonourable to thy Lord and Saviour, 
und contrary to thy peace. Attend then to David’s counfel, 
** My foul hope thou in God, from him cometh thy help.” 
Let faith go after him and him alone. Remember and 
plead his promife. It is the carnal reafoning of thy heart, 
that fills thee with doubts and difhonouring thoughts of 
Chrift. Pray thus for flrength and faith, in all thy trials 
and temptations, to look flediaftly to Jefus, in whom alone 
thou art complete. He is the’ Author and the Finifher of 
Salvation ; looking to him, and leaning upon him, thy life 
and thy light will brighten and encreafe, and confequently 
all thy fptritual comforts, dcfires, and evidences for glory 
will be heightened in proportion to thy experience of his 
grace, ‘This experience concurring with his word, and 
tcaled by his Spirit, affords evidence of life eternal already 
Moun. © Within a little while thy light fhall break forth into 
pericet day, and continue without night or cloud to all eter 
nity : * the days of thy mourning fhall be ended.” 
-Tume, Oxon. J]. B 
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REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 





BENG called to preach the word in a parifh where there 
is no refident Clergyman, it frequently falls to my lot 
to vifit indifcriminately thofe who are afflicted, whether of 
the eftablifhed Church, or Diffenters. , 

A fingular inftance, both of ignorauce and mercy, appear- 
ed in the character of a perfon almoft unknown to me, till the 
following circumftance took place. A poor woman, about 
the middle of Auguft laft, was taken very ill with a pleurify, 
and was much alarmed.—-This being the Sabbath evening - 
fhe fent for one of the people who ufually attend my preach- 
ing, to come and read with her; he accordingly went, and 
fhe was much pleafed with what he read. Before he left 
her, fhe folicited he would afk me to come and fee, her. 
Being out a preaching, upon my return home I met this per- fe 
fon who told me the requeft of the poor woman. I imme- H 
diately went, and found her ina helplefs miferable ftate, a 
both as to body and foul. Her huiband being gone to harvett, 
fhe was left without money to procure any of the comforts 
of life ; fhe was fhut up in the houfe with three or four 
helplefs babes ; the marks of poverty appeared in every part 
of the habitation, and the poor creature lay ftretched out up- 
on a bed of forrow, being ina languifhing fate, through the 
violence of her fever. After condoling with her for a few 
minutes upon her external fituation, I began to converfe 
with her pretty freely upon the more important affairs be- 
longing to her never-dying foul.—The firft topic of conver- 
fation was upon man as a finful creature, and the enmity of 
the heart in the unconverted. I endeavoured to fhew that 
though fome might be a little more refined as to grofs atts . 
of immorality, yet by nature we “are all children of wrath 
even as others.”’—I next {poke of falvation by Jefus Chritt, 
that it was allof grace, and that there was no limitation as 
to perfon or ftate. The woman liftened to every word I ut- 
tered ; the tears began to trickle down her cheeks ; and at 
laft the faid, “ I know nothing of the man of whom you have 
been {peaking ;”. immediately adding “ I was never brought 
up in the way of religion ; never taught to know a letter ol 

‘' a book, nor yet attend any place of worfhip.” This dedia- 
ration hurt my feelings exceedingly ; and after I had enga- 
ged in prayer with her I left her. 
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The next day I made her another vifit, found the fever 
increafed, the cough very troublefome, and the pain in her 
fide very acute. I began to difcourfe upon the fuitablenefs, 
the ability and willingnefs of Jefus to fave perifhing {inners ; 
and then fhe put this queftion, ‘* And do you think, Sir, he 
will fave fuch a vile wretch as lam?” I obferved the pro- 
mife ran thus, “* Him that cometh unto me I will in no wife 
** caft out,” &c. Her knowledge of divine things rapidly 
increafed, and her fervent devotions feemed now to be the 
perpetual breathings of her foul. The third vifit I made 
her fhe lamented her former ftateof ignorance and fin, and 
exprefled great fears left her fn fhould be too enormous to 
be forgiven. The poor woman continued in this {tate about 
fix weeks, foliciting the company of all Chriflian friends to 
converfe and pray with her. The laft vilit I made her pro- 
duced a very affecting {cene both to me and her ; I talked 
to heras one actually dying, and, prayed for her as one who 
mutt foon appear before the Judge of all the earth. While 
I was engaged in prayer, fhe repeated the words after me 
in the moft affecting manner, and after I had finifhed fup- 
plicating the Father of Mercies, fhe added, ‘* O Lord, hear! 
O Lord, forgive fuch a wretch as Lam!” A few hours af- 
ter this, fhe breathed her laft without either figh or groan. 

PLACABILIS. 
Redham, Nov. 10, 1798. 


ANECDOTES. 


“© A good book is never lost.”? 


FW HE truth of this common adage has been often ex- 

emplified, but feldom in amore extraordinary way 
than by the following fact, communicated to us by the Rev. 
S. Douglafs, of Cheimsford. There lived in the town of 
C , a perfon of the name of Johnfon, by profeffion a 
painter, and much efteemed in that line of bufinefs.— Not- 
withftanding he had been privileged with a religious educa- 
tion, his connexions in the world led him into the company 
of fome perfons of a deiftical turn, by whom his mind was 
much injured, though he was not without occafional checks 
of confcience, and flavifh fears of death. From this mile- 
rable ftate it pleafed the Gad of all grace to deliver him, 1 
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the year 1796, in the following fingular manner :—His wife, 
in pafling along the ftreets, picked up, and brought home, 
three or four books, which had been loft by one of the mem- 
bers of a book-fociety in the town, among them, was the 
four miflionary fermons, with the portrait of Captain Wilfon, 
—being a painter by profeffion, the picture firft engaged his 
attention, and after dipping a little into the book, he refol- 
ved, as iilnefs confined him at home the following Sabbath, 
that he would read over the four fermons; the bleffed con- 
fequence was, that the Holy Spirit fet home the truths con- 
tained in them on his heart, and from that day he was a new 
man. For fome time he attended the miniftry of Mr. D. 
with much profit, and at length died full of faith, and of the 
Holy Gholt. Thus we fee that circumftances, very trivial 
in themfelves, may, by the application of the divine Spirit, 
be made effectual to the converfion of finners ; and even the 
lofs of a book may prove, through his blefling, the finding of 
a foul. 

The circumftance above related, fuggefted an hint to our 
minds, which we beg leave to propofe to the ferious reader. 
May wenot hope that much good might be done, if thofe 
to whom the Lord hath given ability, were to purchafe fmall 
tracts, upon fpiritual fubje¢ts, and, by dropping them as 
they walk, flipping them into the pocket of‘a {tage coach, 
or leaving them at an inn on the road as they travel, induce 
fome, from motives of mere curiolity, to look into thefe kind 
of books, which, otherwife, they would difregard. There 
are fome valuable tra¢ts, fuited to fuch a purpofe, publifhed 
by the Religious Tract Society, at their Depofitory, Stati- 
oner’s-Court, Ludgate-Hill. ‘‘ €aft thy bread upon the 
waters, for thou fhalt find it after many days.” 


from Ecclefiaft. vi. 12. ‘* Who knoweth what is good for 
‘a man ;”’ his text led him to difcourfe upon Providence, in 
which he introduced the following anecdote, told him by his 
father, who knew the circumitance to be true : 
A gentleman in an extenfive line of bufinefs in a diftant 
art of the country, left his houfe with an intention of going 
to Briftol fair ; but when he had proceeded about halt way 
on his journey was taken with fo violent a fit of the flone as 
to be detained feveral days at the place where he then was ; 
andas the fair was by this time ina confiderable degree over, 
~ he was induced to return home, Some years after the fame 
gentieman happening to be on bufinefs at fome place where 
the affizes for the county were held, was induced, from what 
motive J know not, to be prefent at the execution of a cris 
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minal who was then about to fuffer. Whilft he was oe 
mixed with the croud the criminal intimated a defire 
{peak with him, and fignified that he had fomething to com- 
municate tohim. The gentleman approached, and was ad- 
drefled in language fimilar to this: ‘* Do vou recolle& hav- 
ing intended at fuch a time to goto Briftol fair? Yes, per- 
fetly well. It is well that you did not, for it was the inten- 
tion of myfeli and feveral others, who knew that you had a 
confiderable fum of money about you to way -lay and rob, 
and (if I miftake not) muvder you, to efcape deteGtion.” 
Thus thofe afflictions and crofs providences which in the 
experience of believers are fo painful, are fometimes feen 
in the event to have been intended by God for the moft va- 
luable purpofes. 


Judge not the Lord by feeble fenfe, 
But truft him for i-ts grace ; 
Behind a frowning pruvidence, 
He hides a fmiling face. 
Blind Unbeliefis fure to err, 
And fcorn his works in vain ; 
God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain. 


Bristol, Nov. 28, 1799. 


END OF VOLUME ONE 
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